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FIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Eastern Affairs. 


E 6817/313/34] 
Mr. Henderson to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received July 2.) 


(No. 370) 
My Lord, 

T HAVE the honour to tranamit wo 
drawn up by Mr, Knox, first secrotary to this High  Conmissi 
with the Persian Ambasador hero on the subject of the relations of his country with 
the Nationalist Government at Angora. 

2 T have read in the Confidential Print, “F " of tho 16th May, Section 1, 
Sir Percy Lorain’« comments on the possible formation of « Confederation of Moslom 
States on the initiative of the Angora Tank Khan's observations entirely 
daar out Sir Perey Lornine’s views na to P dintrustfulness of the ulterior motives 
of tho Nationalist Govern Pan-Tur Thaw boon aggravated by the loss 
for Turkey of hor Arab provinces, It ix only natural that Turkey, being no longer 
prececupied with the Aras in the mouth, should gravitate in the true diroction of 
pmaible expansion, namely, eastward towards the homelands of the ‘Tuninian race 
Persia ia not likely, U . to be w very enthusiastic momber of any Moslein bloe in 
which Turkey Ole of a German Prussia 

+. Tam sonding copy of this despatch to Sir Porey Lan ir mail 

he. 
ViLE HENDERSON, 
Acting High Commissioner, 


Enclosure in No. 1 
Zoneoreation with the Persian Ambassador. 


ning 1 saw the Persian: Ambassador, who spoke very bitterly of this 
attitude which the Turkish authorities have taken up against Persian subject 
Constant pressure, he told me, is being broaght t bear to induce them to accept 
Turkish nationality and the local authorities at Zanguldak are even going to the 
length of deporting the Persian colony there without any legal e: 

Teak Khan attributed this action to three motives :— 


1. The boundless vanity of a small military clique which, 
victory over a demoralised Grok army feels that it has the world at ite 

2 The desire, by applying constant pressure to him, so Jong as he remains in 
Constantinople, to make Pan-Ish d jconeral eapital wut of the presence 
ofa Persian Ambassador at Angora 

3. The wish to obtain, by putting the thumbscrews on the lange and influential 
Persian colony in Turkey, special advantages amounting ts, capitulatory 
privileses for Turkish subjects in Persin with a view to drawing gradually 
the Tureophobe Persians of Azerbaijan into the Pan-Turanian fold, 

2050 [11361] 8 
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‘As regards | be foels that there is nothing for it but to wait for the disippearsnee 
of this clique which cannot fail to be submerged after a short perivd of pea 
ty Angora he is atill tem nd: hopes to be able to do so. 
until one of the owers shall have given Persia a lead. He has not yet received 
e and explains this f Turks by the notorions reluctanice 
y paper and the dif c fitting epistolary atyle for 
is ign to use to Mustafa Kemal. He seems to get some personal enjoyment out 
of communicating these excases to the bucolic Turk. 
part {rom the constant protests which he has mado against the perss of 
Persian subjects, he had, he told me, repeatedly advised his Government in no circum 
stances to yield to this pressure but rather to allow the Persian colony to be evicted 
than to nccont the immediate and future dangers which would result from granting a 
special régime to Turkish subjects in Persia, He invariably advises Persian merchants 
in Constaitinople to reply to the threats and petty tyrasnies of the Turks that, if thes 
continue, they will shake off the dust of Turkey and settle in Manchester ot 

Isnak Khan expressed great satinfuct 
and Rowandux whi 
frontier. suspicions regarding 

He told me that Turkish protests against tl 
az Demir in Persian d attempted” to strike Eangaie and had 
overtinent not to return the arma without fitting compensation. 
tle had now learnt that his Goverument had restored the arma but he was not yet 
aware on what tori, 

Hoe appeared to «peak with complete frankness and I think there is little doubt 
that ie romarky accurately reprosent his own views. How far he way have watered 
shore down in his communications to bis Government [ um at a loss to conjecture, 

I is interonting that he ascribes a lange share in the present bullying attitude of 
the Turks towards Poruia to the vonity of the Angora extronints 
galling to the firvbrinds to realise that Persia 
than Turkey und may some day, if 
presnier Moslem State. 

G. G_ KNOX. 

June 21, 1923, 


ptt ela a Rs le Seth tl eT 
7883 /987/65) No. & 
The Marquis della Torretta to Sir Eyre Crowe.—(Received July 13) 


My dowr Sir Eyre, Ltatian Bmbasny, London, July 12, 1923. 

FOLLOWING on our last conversation, I hasten ti inform you that, after having 
carefully considered Lord Curzon’ letter of the 29th June in aiswor to my precedent 
momorandym containing the observations of the Italian Govern he Brit 
draft memorandum in connection with the British mandate for Trak, I must age 
inaint with you for the revonsilortinn of the question. 

In my memorondum of the 2nd May I strongly urged the British Government to 
accede to the Italian request, which aimed to obtain (1) that the article referring to the 
Judicial protection of Italians in Trak should be altered in order to establisls that Italian 
Citizens in Irak should be always judged by courte composed of a majority of British 
juduex (ax already decided for wud that (2) clause 5 should be also modified 
in onder to allow the Tinian religious and charitable institutions in Irak co enjoy the 
‘ustornx priviloger similar to those already agreed to with the British Government for 
Palestine (articly 7 of the Agreement for Palestine) 

T havo red with great care Lord Curzon’s observations to the above-mentioned 
roquenta of the Italian Government, aod was greatly disappointed at the reftzaal met by 
both of them. Now, with the object of arriving at » speedy and definite solution of the 
negotiations, 1 beg ‘of you to be good enough to urge, in the proper quarters, the 
alterntion of clause & in conformity with the wishes expressed by the Italian Govern- 
ment, that is to my, the exemption from customs duties for Italian religious and 
charitable ivstit iv Trak. 

The grant request, besides haatening the conclusion of the 
indispensable to me for the attempt I contemplate making with the Italian Government 
with view that th sFing also regard to the verbal explanations you gave 
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me, from insisting on their request relating to the admunistration of yustics as per 
clause 3 of the accord. 
jot mo have, at the earliest moment, 


favourable reply to my request, so that 1 may, without further delay, take up the 


matter with Signor Mummalini for a speedy conclusion of the negotiation 
os % - Very sincerely yours, 


TORRETTA, 





[B 7285/1165 /65) No. 8. 


The Duke of Deoonshire to Sir H, Samet (Jerusalem)—{Communicated b 
Colonial Ofiee, uly 18.) 


P. Downing Stree , 
BROPOSED discussion with losal French authorities of Syria Tringjonian 
Extradition Agroctwent 


T concur. e 
Discussion should be based on existing agreements between Palestine and Syria, 


be introduced bat such as local conditions render necesnary. 

Paleatinn Agreement should voen be applol to, Tranyjordan, 

Exchauge of ke hetwoen repective High Commissioners should ba manna ol 

effecting this Tam discuming with Sir H. Samuel main agrecmeut with Trangjordan, 
This refers to your talegram No, 189 of ath June 


fications sh 





( 7439/653/91) 
Consul Bullard to the Marg Kedleston—(Reesived July 18.) 


No, 57. Secret.) 

Me tod), Jeddah, June 90, 192%. 
“ L HAVE the our to tranamit to your Lordship horewith the Jeddah report 

for the petiod the 30th May to the $oth June, 192 

or Gothen of this report and dospateh are boing sent to Alexandria, Bagdad, Jerusalem, 


os Hala cad Deter, 
Sacche T have, do, 


RU W. BULLARD. 


Jeddah Report for the Period May 30) to lune 30, 1923. 


sxrieed on the 16th, June aud wok over the 

duties of the agency a cl Smith on the following d 
Thore have toes, 00 develo in the treaty negotiations, De. Maji-el-Anil 
having ooly just reached London, King Hussein's declaration of the 17th May hax 
borne bitter fruit in thr Palestine Government's announcement that no ebange in. the 
would be aewumed aod ivr the scoflings of the Ezyptian 
‘The latter have taken she deelaration, with its summary of artiole 2 of the 
Teaft treaty, and have used it word by word to show how completely King Huseein 
has fallen into the British tap, "Che promise of British recognition of Araly 
independency they contrast ith the fact and tho certain continuance of British 
influonce, grading into control, in the Yemen of the Idrisi, in Hadramaut, in all the 
‘Trucial States of the Persian Gulf, in Mesopotamia aud in Palestine, and they find in 
the recent provision for four more years of the mandate in Irak proof not only of the 
eaptiness of any siwultaneous promise of Arab independenes there but also of the lnek 
of a political sense in the ‘of the Arabs who has accepted a formula clashing 
with facts, The proposed coufederation of Arab States they alternately soout as 
impracticable, owing to the known incompatibility of Riyndb, Mecea aud Sanaa policies, 
plore, on the ground that a custots bond with Palestine and Irak will bring the 


[u1s6t) be 


political status of Palestin 
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Hedjaz within the sphere of induence of the mandatory Power. They lament that 
“the only independent State in Arabia” should have been condemned by King 
Hussein to became the ehain-fellow of Arab countries already enslaved. 

‘This and similar eiticism of the article upon which the King counted to justify 
his conversations with His Majesty's Governinent has alarmet and angered him, 
Particularly does the question of Palestine exercise him, Dr. Naji almost certain] 
allowed him to amume that the Ziouist policy was to cease, and he appears genuine 
hocked at Sir Herbert Samuel's insistanoe that no olitical chauge is to be expected. 
In letters to this ageney he is urgent that doubts on the subject of the future of 
Palestine may be removed, and he finds his interpolations in the draft treaty more 
natural and more necessary than ever in view of the criticiams evoked by his 
declaration, In the “ Kibla” he eoufines himself to backing his own reading of the 
draft treaty against that of the Palestine, and to reproachful polemics 
‘against Cairo newspapare 

‘AU Egyptian. papers arriviog for private individuals in the Hedjax by three 

iln were burnt at the Jeddah Post Office 

ested to Tearn confidentially from Sheikh Fuad-al-Kbatib 
that, when the Knit Ali and himself wore seat from Mecea io February last to bid 
Major Marshall farewell, they brought King Huwein's anthority to sign » treat 
connisting of the draft cowmunicated to the Foreign Office last year by Dr. Naji-al-Asil, 
Dut incorporating the amendments desired by the Coloniel Office and. with the addition 
of a claus providing that xignature should be without prejudice to any promine made 
by Great Britain to tho Arabe during the war, During their journey from Mocca te 
Fedah, King Husgein received a telegram from Dr. Naj, promising His, Majnty the 
realisation of his wider ambitions, and the matter was not raised with Major Marshall 

Rumours of the Nejd_ pilgrimage have led the King to. repeat what he said 
whou informed in January that no pressure would be brought to boar on Thu Saud to 
curtail the nambar of N the Haj. this year? that in Bo teak 

Id these hax now limited hin ic 
to thowo Bes 

niet. The old olfer to hand over the Hedjasx to Tbs Saud 

ve again revived. His attitude towards tho question will not be weak 
report, which he haatened to comiminicate to thia agency on the 27th Juve, that 
Wobhabi troops were attacking Na'an, nnd by rumoury of in Wabhabi activity 
tho railway repaien ut 

‘The persecution of the Fronch consulate began anew with the arrest of their 

on an absurd charge of political intrigue, on the 12th June, Oners were issued 
that he should be haled t» Meoea in iron, and he could only be rescued frou this fate 
by this agency's acceptance of rexponsitility for him (the man is a Britisi-Indian 
subject) and by our undertaking to send hin out of the Hedjax, A. joint protest by 
all tho conauls in Jeddah against th the practice of arresting their personal 
staff without warning and the couscquent disnrganiation of their de fe elicited 

Hy’ that the Hasbiwite ¢ 1 had no knowledge of the man's 

the nature of b 
ix arent ie probably due to the King yy against Captain * Tbrahim 
Depui, of the Franch conralate, and to his desice to be revenged on the French for 
refusing to recall that officer, “Another roent arrest, however, that of 12-year-old 
Hausa boy, who worked ax « scullion in the house of the local British firm of Gellatly, 
Hankey and Co, can only be ascribed to the «py mania from which King Hussein, 
dvhtal ier\ids us lntvasey ov berseepesta te Wb original ooltshiok he eppeuts be ipates 
hint, Abul Homi, wiry acutely, This tny, though, alnowt certainly a irish 
roteotm poraon of Sokot, Nigeria, had no papers, and [ have been obliged to confine 
Iny ellrta‘o hits bahall-~joite unsacowsfal, so far——to unotical enquiries Lack of 
papers of identioation have been em olzteale to eGfeotive {nterventioa in another case, 
when certain Nigerian, Omar, cook to a loeal Greek, was arrested and spirited away 


Pilgrimage (Bayes) 

An Egyptian Government oficial, Colonel Hasan Bey Mubammed, who wax sent 
to Mocea to disouss the arrangements for this year's pilgeunage, reported on hin return 
to Jeddah that he had boon sucomsful in securing x reduetion in the Mahmal carmel 
contact, frum the iniquitous Sguro of 9 per camel, which was charged last year, t 
24. gold. This is « remarkable achiovemont. Hasan Bey also stated that King 
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Hussein promised that payment of 50 Egyptian pinstres passport endorsement dues to 
the Arab agent in Osire would entitle a sigritn fo exemption frees Hlashioite landing 
dives ou arial. Up to the proseats Nonbver, Thabit Bay, the quarantine eGicer a 
Jeddah, declares that he has received no orders to this eff-ct, and demands payment of 
50 Turkish piastres gold landing dues irrespective of the payments nado in Egypt, 
The landing dues, he siys, with humour, can always be mfunded when the Ki 
onders arrive. No one but the King has seen the Hedjaz budget, but it is safe to eay 
that it contains no beading “ tefunds by the Hushimite Govern 

The transport of the Egyptian pilgrimage, which hs usually been effected by the 
Khedivial Mail Company, bax been ‘soeured Meat. Viowr Schmel, of 
Alexandria, ws 

It is possible that there will be trouble between Egypt and the Hedjaz over the 
pilgrimage this year. Tho Ezyptian Government telegraphed direct to King Huascin 
asking him to agree to their sending two hospitals with the pilgrimage - ono for Jeddal, 
the other for Mecea In the absence of his Forvign Secreta Sheikh Fuad-al-Khatib, 
who was spending few days in Jeddah, the King seut off sume typical telegrams 
making aconptance of the Egyptian propossl conditional on u sottemont of some wholly 
irelovsae Wakt questions 

The High Commissionor then asked this agency to make a serious protest on behalf 
of the Exyptian Goveruent, adding, for my confidential information, that both Mahtal 
and hospitals would be despatched, and that, if the hospitals were refusod, the Mahmal 
would turw tack. Thia would be 10 excellent a lesson to the King that it 
to be hoped that he will hardon his heart againat the hospitals In. vi 
disagreement T have not acted on a requent received irom the Exyptian Govern 
that I sho recommend to the Hashimite authorities who is belng 
sent with the pilgrimage to report to Egypt on tho pilgriiow’ health, When he arrives 

will be advined to carry out his work uoobtrunively, with the assistance of this 


age 


India. 


The Government of India have appointed Muhammed Yusin Khan, formerly 
rezistear of «he Resident's Court at Aden. to act for four inonths ax Indian pilgrimage 
officor, Jeddah. ‘This decision ix most welooin tho sorvicen of tho officor will ba 
of invaluable tise during th following th 

The Lodian pilgrinago ix likely to be con larger than tht of last your, 
snd Indian'destitutes will thin year bo numbered, nor in hundreds; but in thousauds: 
Less than 2 per cont. travel 
monny deposita at this 
return to I 
having been allowed to proceed from 
to all with whom they cow i contact have already twioe been wont 

writable charge after provious pilgeimages now turu up smiling 

tasoes may tage ata for free rotumn pamagen The. presets of 

Accumulation of Hadian plgrion in Jeddah after the Haj and of widenproad dewiution 

are, indeed, somewhat terrifying, ‘There will ba a serious shortage of whipping, for of 

sevon Bombiy-Persin company vessels, each of which will have made two, and some 

three, tripe bringing pilgrims frow India and the Persian Gulf, only five will be 
available for their return; while Messrs, Nemazoo's big ships, which have been bria 

wend of Indian pilgrims, are bound by the Javaneso and Malay retura-tioket 

fystom to remove the Far Eastern passeagars whom they brought earlier in the season 

before they can become available for the transport of Indian pilgrims. 

It in estimated I) be some 4,000 Lndian pil 
destitute, who will requ ot find, ceturn shipping 
pilgrimage. Those who bave the price of theie aoturn Uickets will have spont it, before 
suvping ie available for thom, "Later gradual arrivals from Medina Will of cour, 
inormase this number considerably, 

‘The Guvernment of India inform me that they are considering the quostios. of 
repatriation. It is earnestly to be hoped that they will coje to some usefal ‘conch 
soon. The pilgrims have many legitimate grievances against King Hussein, bat 
always eaty for him to connter our protests by complaining of the nuisauce and the real 
menace to public health constituted by this accumulation of Indian destitates, for 
whore presetos in that condition in the country the Goverameut of India are gousidored 
by him to be direvtly responsible. 





Nigerians, Fellata, 

Many of these “Tukruni” pilgrims arrive by each ship trom Suakin without 
passparts This is regrettable, since offical intervention beoumes impossible in the 
event of their conscription, kidnapping and enslavement. ‘The matter has been raised 
with the authorities in the Soudan 

Lond Headley, president of the British Moslem Society, has been permitted by 
King Hussein to come on pilgrimage this year in the company of Khwaja Kamal-ud- 
Din, Imam of the Woking Mosque, on condition that his dress and deportment should 
be those of an Indian pilgrim. He will make « pilgrimage de twze as King Hussein's 
guest, 

Turkish Refugees. 

‘A further batch of these refuyues was sent to Cyprus during the month, 
authorities in Cyprus state, however, that “there is absolutely no empl 
thein in the iaind. Apparvatly only about thirty remain in Mecea, being: officially 
bayoottad by orders of King Hu 


General. 
Sir Mfvur- K.C.LE., who han returned from a long stay in Medina, reports 
rauarohy on the Medina road. Quravans are held up by vie 

to fiftoon days, and, as the pilgries’ food supplies 

A caravan 

dl spent on. estimates! 


‘Trade in Mediow is mt « standstill, for the pi 
arrive there. T learn that the Emir Ali, who 
return to Medinw until the King sanctions d 
authority in and around the town, 
Kho, the Porsinn consul, arrived on the 25th June. There is some hope 
reoogninad by King Huswin, since the Persian Government, while making 
‘provounsement in recognition of the Hashimite Government, have sent letters 
‘uldeemed hy the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Tebran, to the Foreign Secretary to the 
jornmunt, Mecea, introducing Hassan Khon and expressing the hope that 
blished between the two Moslem countries, Persia and 


690 of May 28.—Vublic health in 
charged with sanitary inspeetion and similar duties in the capital. 

"Petitions, dc, to Gover ‘Must be written (a) logibly, (b) in black ink. 

Roofing-in the Masia” from Bab-ul-Abbas to Meewa, 
pilgrims can now porform their Sai in th nerusity and 
Foligious ent wuitably extolled. The improvement in believed to have been made at 
the roquieat and solo expense of the ex-Sultan of Turkey.) 

Palostine: An Egyptian paper quotes the High Commissioner for Palesti 

ents ot Ring Hussein's deolaration regarding the treaty ends with the w 

not be nasuined that any change hax occurred in. the political situati 
‘Compare this with what the British For Nwinister has said in 
‘of the treaty ab Britannic Majesty recognising and assisting the 
indopendence of the Arabs id other Arab countries of the peninsuia 
(exonpt Aden), and about. the British Gi taking not to act in Palestine 
raguinat the rights of the inhabitants. The two declarations are contradictory. Which 
i 1 ‘The specific exception of Aden. alone in the article helps us to judge what 
weight is to be attached to the Paleatine Government's pronouncement, 

Egyptian press criticinma: "Al Ahram and “Al Siyasa" are reproved for 
publishing articles hontile to King: Hosein’ version of treaty promiaes and of the 
Foteeat from, Ebba. An Kgyptian paper, which states shat Sultan Wahic-ud-Din could 
find io dentist in ‘Taif, is recommended to add that His Majesty also found iv aif no 
theatre run by Malle, Munira—a popular favourite in Cairo. 

Aviation; Commendable bebaviour of Bedouin towards = Hushimite aviator who 
crushed on the way to Taif, (Actually, a machine carrying two Russian aviators and an 
Exyptian observer emshed, aud the men were only bya local detachment after 
having been held for ransom by the Beclouin.) 

Medina caravans: Departure of « pilgrim caravan nf 6,000 camels from Mecen, 


No. 691 of May 31.—" Al Kibla “congratulates itself on its eighth birthday and 
prays for the King. 

Depurture= The Emir Abdullab-bin-Mobammed, Minister of the Interior, has left 
for Egypt 

futilations: Two persons caught stealing from pilyrims in the Medina earwvan 
have been brought to Mecea, where their hands were cut off, as prescribed by Shar'ia 
Law, in public 

Hedjez Railway: Repairs trom the Medioa endl have reached Boeir 
Maan eud, Tebuk. God bless those working in the shadow of Hashimite Maj 

The Mosque in Paris: Short note of appreciation. 

No. 692 of June 4—Exyptian press criticisms: Various Cairo journals are 
referred to the condemnation of conscienee. 

Ebha: A telogram fram Kunfuda reporting imminent hostilities. between tho 
Idrisi and the Imam serves to prove by what humane motives the Hshimite withdrawal 
from Ebb was prompted, King Hussein holds aloof from any situation likely to leod 
to Arab bloodsbed 

Medina earavans: 700 moce camels have left Meoea, 

No. 693 of June 7.—Official announcement forbidding pilgrims to travel to Medina 
‘on foot oF without official esoort, 

Deputation from the Khilafat League : An “TIxlamic deputat 
Abdul Bari is expected to arrive in Meooa thin your from the Rbilnfat League in Indi 
fhey are warmly weleomed. 

The mosque of Omar: Publicity is given to an appeal by the Grand Mufti of 
Palestine for 150,001 for repairs to the snmque, 

No. 694 of June 11.—A sermon deploring the state of Wostern civilisation as 
shown by the French Goveroment's contracting for armoured trains to defend the 
railway line against sabotage and banditry. ‘The extrome comfort and security of 
roads io the Hedjas is happily contrasted with tao abocking conditions. ‘The murder 
of M. Voroweky in Lacmune is taken as another ample of hat life i lke in Barope 
to-day, 

‘No. 609 af June 14—Tranyjordania: A long account, copied from “ Exb-Shark-el- 
Arabi,” of the declaration of the independence of Transjordavia, notable far the 
rofuronce by Abdullah to King Hussein ag the * Anit-ul-Mu'minin,” 

No. 696 of June 18—Decorations: The Ist Class of the Order of "Al Tatiklal " 
for Mr. Philby. 

Official announcement : The ro of the titles “ Bey,” * Pasha," &o, for Hanhimite 

should heaceforward be styled " Swbib-al-dah," ** Sahib-e 


British promises: Taking a text a hope expreswd in the prow that King 
Husoin's declaration of Arb independence and unity will not turn out to be like the 
British promises made during the wae, “Al Kibla” reproduces thin agency's letter of 
the Sth February, 1918/27.4.1336, communicating the Foreign Ottice imeamyo first 
published in No, 955 of Al Kibla” of the 28th January, 1922/28.0.1310. 

‘Als relevant quotations from Me. Lloyd George's request in the House of 
Commons for the publicatinn of the MacMahon documenta 

‘Also what purports to be a telegram advitwssod by the Foreign Office to King 
Homein dicliatug the Syker-Pion Agreecoat, in the fw of wlatement that the 
docuneuts published by the Bolabeviks in Petrograd were econds of convermations and 
undertakings between Groat Britain, France and Russia of temporary force 0 
and that the collapes of Russia and the success of the Araby revolt have created an 
entirely new situation, 

With these charters of Arab independence before her, the Hedjax cannot be 
ingolted, She cannot suspect her great sllien of trickery and guile; but, if she hax 
been deceived, was not America ali deceived iu her hopes for pease on the lines of the 
fourteen points ! 

Publication of tho treaty: ‘he publication of the text of the treaty by the 
Palestine Government aroused anxioty in the breast of the editor, whieh was, however, 
readily appeased by tho King’s private secrotary, who quoted the article which appeared 

100 of “AT Kibla.” The journal coutinues to confront Sir Herbect Samuel with 

‘ord of article 2 ax convineing proof that King Hussein's declaration was justified 
by the text. Aw to tho Palestine Government's statement that the treaty is ‘not yet 
ratified by King Husscin, whose amrodiments are still under consideration, whilo 
* Al Kiola allows it on one hand to be suggested that this statement is untrue, on the 
other it uses the statement to calm thowe critics whose hostility has been twost. violent, 
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697 of June 21-—Offcial notion: Many pilgrims on arcing in Jeddah 
Pe Bey Bede gece her tyots Se Bi rey rep Sperber 
been formed to aasist these pilgrims on their mareh, but the task is difficult owing to 
Ihe plgsiae’ woniaoas be Toning bl gerentn. Now moteessees wavs hoes piven 
to Government employees along the Mecca-Jeddab road to asst and speed-up 
sicugslac, ho ae | Govsdly emgoetia cabee by jeorsecing ost Box oetaaal eceet 
‘to the capital, 
Pilgrims should only hire camels through o 
othe Homa taeal Eeletiea tee Bashy cat ees ei 
contol, fa ea pipes eee erooetly 
Paso ALTON A Rete s tsee” exaixees oa bree Wis bai 
number an proof that the Arab revolt tested oa a firm foundation, and reproducas, as 
at brides, the ‘Anglo-French, Deelarstion of 1918. "Al Carmel”, propo! 
Palestinian Arabs shock: dleoae’ cottons dieecily with Great Sint 3a 
‘commented en by, the! ruyal correspondent 
Np OI of June $6-—Tiaskes to tho King: El SheiEh Mansour Salaam, an 
Egyptian schoolmaster, thanks His Majesty in’ prose and verse for his care of pilyrim 
atta 


[EB 7410/987/65) No. 5. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Ofiee,—(Recrired July 18.) 


ted ly the Duke of Devonshire to invite referes esp 
‘July, 1928, regarding the assurances to be given 10 
wection with the British mandate for Irak. 
chat he fully concurs in the terms of the note 
jan Atubussador on the 28th June last. He trast that the action 
Kedleston has bee take at his request 
hy the Italian ade in regard to the 
mstine, and to an early settlement of the outstanding difficulties between 
i Italy in regard to Syria, which are the sole remaining obstacles to, its 
fe entry inte If, however, this hope is not fulfill ce considers 
that other meazs should be adopted without deliy to reyularise the position in Palestine 
He is decidedly of opinion that th present state of uncertainty should tot iv any ot 
ite Mint: Gold, silver and nickel coins are promised for the beginning ‘the next meoting of the Couneil of the League o 
tangnpeneies as i A ee z ian question io the interval, he proposes that 
Electricity in Mecca : The mosque and surroundings aro to be lit by electric 
ae, stores: A factory for military equipment, cartridge-casos, &e., 
Sheikh Fund-al-Khatib left Mecea ow a visit to Jeddab on the 21st June. 
MoursuleMulke has returned t an Medina, and has now left for Tait, 
Medina caravans: A caravan of 280 camels has left for Medina; the first Shawwal 
raviiws are now FetueHing, in great comfort and aeeurity, to Mecea from Medina, 


ne mandat again be brought before the couveil at 


i fortheoming meeting; that it should be represented to them that His Majesty's 
be expected to acquiesce in the indefinite postponement of the 
ndate, the terins of which have been approved by the 


council. with Jd be requested to authorise ite 


immediate entry inte “AN 

Tt will presumably be necessary to give the council due notic 
; proposal of this kind ia to bo made t9 them, ia Grace will leave it to 1 
RW. BULLARD. Tike auch steps as he may consider desirable in this rogurd. His Lordship would 
Porbaps consider at the same time whether the intentions of His Majesty's Government 
should be intinated se to the French and Italion Governments 

Tam to enclose, for cof reference, copy of an extract from the minutos 
of the meoting of the C Teague of Nations lela in London in July 1922, 

bodying the text of 1 adopted by the counell in regard to the mand 
for Syria and Palestine, 


in advance if 
id Curzon 


: Tam, be 
— J, E, SHUCKBURGH. 


Tate | de |g Coe, 
| emabarhed,/@cbarend 


Keneh | idan "| Encloot 
ret i i Extract from Minutes of Meeting of the Ce 
London on July 


THE president read the following declaration :— 


Airein ' "In view of tho declarations which have 

Alure atch of the couneil, the & 

TRE Foe Fn | : x reached by all members of ‘th i, th r 

Bueno” "| litoh«:| Bombay ::} Bombay iyria are approved. Th will enter into force, automatically 

Sine iileh "| Royabay Alem 4 « time. a4 soon as the Governments of France and Italy have notified 

Servian ]rih | oma) Y the president of the Council of the League of Nations that they have reached an 

on | Bea Aden an . agreement on certain particular points in regard to the latter of these mandates 
Port abt 





1 - r [IE 7637/1496 /65) No. 6. 


Ade me. 
Rene’, 23) Er Colonial Ofice to Foreign Offee.— (Received July 2 





“Cornflower” arrived on Jane 1} aod left on June 15, 192% Sir, Donening Street, July 23, 192 


I AM directed by the Duke of Devonshire to refer to the letter from this Depart- 
uly, 1923, transmitting a copy ofa telegram addressed to the Acting 

High Commissioner for Irak, on the subject of the proposed creation of an Irak Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, and to state, for the information of the Marquess Curzon of 
Kedleston, that the question of the advisibility of transferring the ostensible control of 


[11361] © 








E, 3800, 


British relations from this Ds ¢ Foreign Office has recently been ra 
setni-oflicial correspaindence by mat the instance of King Feist 
2 Subject to any observations which his Lordship may have to 
p Maform Siz Henry Dobbs that the reasons which prompted Ki 
Pee he auggestion that the conduct of relations between Hhis Majesty's Goverume: 
rat the Gerormment of Irak should be entrusted to the Foreign Office are fully 
appreciated, and that this matter will no doabt have to be cons 
tetween His Majesty's Government and the Government of Irak an 
with Turkey have both heen ratified, and the time has arrived for His Maje 
trent to auppart an application by Trak to be admitted ss a member of 1 
Nations: vt that such a change at the present juneture would be clear 
1 tis Graow would. propose to instruct Sit H, Dobbs to recall to King Feiml the 
fact that o similar application on the part of Thu Sow, whose t not lie within 
the sphere of # British mandate, has rece dw that, 
as Great ‘ocoupy the special E 
‘which bas arisen out oft “by His Hritanite Majeaty of ceri 
it anust be left to Hix Maj to decide through wha 
Sir Henry De 
be instructed to inforn 
to Trak ix in practice dispo Seorvtary 
concurren : Porwigh Affairs 
4. His ( ald be glad to Tordahip concurs in instructions 
boing sent to Sir Henry Dobbs in this sense 
Tam, &e 
J. EB SHUCKBUKGH. 





[1B 7823/987/65) N 


Further Memorandum reapecting the Coming into Borce of the Mandates for 
Palestine and Syria. 


‘THE, previous memorandum® deseribed. the of ovents up to the 
vary of thin year 
‘On the Ob April Sir Re Graban reported that the necessary instruc 
sont by the Halion Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the Italian Ambaws 
Kim to reply to our proposals in regard to the assurances to be given to the Italian 
worn m with the Trak maadate 
On th Ttalian Arabassaddor subynitted a note accepting our proposals 
mubject t iments, ‘These amendments were: firtly, the Italian Government 
th subjects in Teak al tried by tribunals compos 
maj nstead of morvly courte prosided over by a British 
dg nendment sugggented was to cot that Talian religious aud 
{ute sont ionittions in Lenk should enjoy costoma franchises in rogant to articles 
imported for thoir tse 
On the 18th May, {o communicating to Sir R. Grabow » copy of the Italian 
Ambonatioy’s note tientioned in the preceding paragraph, instructions were giv 


rehire what progress, if any, the Ttalian Government lad wake io their negotiations 
aa tne ts tubject of Moe Byian mandate, and to urge upon then, the 
Minortance whieh His Majesty's Government attached to the suecessfal ixsue of thove 


neipotiations fn view of their bearing on the British mandate for Palestine. 
One the duh Tone, at the instance of the Colonial Office, we again wrote 10 
Sir Te Graham saying that we found it difficolt to justify the Ttalian desire to postpone 
f negotiations with the French Government til they had obtained sati 
{ive Majesty's Government in regard to Trak, and instracting bim to make = 
tations to the Ttalian Government in this sense 
‘Ou tne 28th June we repliod to the Italian Ambassador's note of the 2ad May, 
explaining why rile to accept the two amendinents suggested by the 
Tuliany. We went on to, poiut out nr suprise at the'way the Talians bad tried to 
farce ma wo come to terma with, them over the Trak mandate before they made any. 
Attempt to conelode the negotiations with the. French, which they were supposed to 
Have started in duly of last year when the Syrian mandate was before the League of 
Nations. 
* Sen Part XH, No. 20 


arriving ata speedy and definite solution 
ald reconsider our refusal to accede to the 


preceding paragraph, and 
of the negotiations” sugge 
Italian request for customs franchise in connection with the 
tions, whilst dropping the demand previously form ard to the 

‘aiposition of the Irak courts before which foreig tried. No mention, 
however, was made hy the Ambassador of our strong representations in regard to the 
atitude of the Italian Government in munking a satisfactory soitlement of the Trak 


‘condition precedent. wo the opening of negotiations with the French 


gious and charitable 


Lander fat the Colonial Office do not feel able to or disposed to fall in with 
the Italian "promise over the two amendments to the Trak assurancos 
intolerable that the Italians should insist 
cisions franchise for non-existent Italian institutions, heeause, if we 
ould not refuse a similar franchise to the French, ‘The French have a 
iunber of such institutions in Irak, and the Irak Government are not at 
all disputed ty accord them customs franchise, and could not be induced to reconsider 
their altitude by any arguments which the Colonial Office might briug to beat, 
fh these circumstances it appears unlikely that we shall be able to come to terma 
italian in regard to the Irak assurances before the next miecting of the 
‘I of the League of Nations. ‘The Colonial Office have, however, suguested thot 
ncil to reconsider the terms of their decision of the 22nd July 
which read as follows 


“Jn view of the declarations which have just been made and of the agreement 
cched by all members of the conncil, the articles of the mandates for Pulostine 
I Syria are approved. ‘The mandates will enter into force, automatically aud 
At the aamme time, as soon as the Governments of France and Italy have notibied 
the President of the Couneil of the League of Nations that they h hed nn 
agreement on certain particular points in regard to the latter of these mandates. 


Icis suggested that we should put it to the League of Nations that it is now a year 
since the terms of the Palestine mandate were finally approved, that peace hax been 
Signed with Turkey, and that in all probability the treaty will be ratified by Turkey 
i by Great Britain within a few w oa by those two Powers, the 
Continued administration of Palostine cap only be justified by the mandate which wust 
therefore be brought into legal operation if His Majesty's Government are to be pro- 
ected from the charge of acting wlira vires That the Freno) and Talian Governments 
have had a full year in which to come to torts in regard to tho avaurances to be give 
in respect of the Syrian mandate, and that, if they bad failed to io #0, it is no renson 
‘why the position of His Majesty's Governmont in Palestine should be rendered not only 
Bifkeult ‘but illegal. "That in these ciroumstances His Majesty's Government must 
Fequest the Council of the League of Natioos either autowaticall wanvdate 
{or Palestine into legal oporation with the ratification of the Turkish treaty by Groat 
Britain and Turkey, of elee to find aud adopt some other means for regularising 
permanently and completely the position of the wandatory Power in Palestine. 


J. MURRAY. 
reign Office, July 25, 1923, 





(E 7637/1496 /65] No. & 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 27, 1 
IN ry wr letter of the 28rd instant relative to Sir H. Dobbs's muggestion 
that the ostensible control of British relations with Irak sbould be transferred from the 
Colonial Office to this Department, I am dinscted by the Marquess Curzon of Ke 
tostate that he eoncurs in the terms of the reply which the Duke of Devonshire 
proposes to return to the Acting British High Commissioner at Bagdad. 
Tam, & 
LANCELOT OLIPHA 
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[E 7498/7493/65) No. 9. 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Dormer (Vatican Mission), 


Foreign Office, July 23, 1923. 
nt have learnt from the Officer Administering the 

asion af the service held in St George's 

Cathedral in Jerusalom on the 2nd June last, to celebrate His. Ma birthday, the 
Latin Patriarch, Mgr. Barlassina, did not attend the service and ‘used his influence to 
induce the consular ropresentatives of other Powers to adopt a similarly discourteous 


2. You should inform the Cardinal Secretary of State that His Majesty's Govern 
ment take a very sorious view of this incident, and, unless bis Eminenoe is able to give 

1 definite assurances that Migr. Barlassina will behave with ordinary politeness in the 
future, thoy may find it difficult to resiat the strong public feoling which exists in this 
country against the maintenance of tho British Mission to the Holy Seo. His Eminence 
will realise that this public feeling is likely to be considerably affected by the publicity 
which will inevitably be given to the gross discourtesy displayed by the Latin 
Patriarch, You should read thin despatch to the Cardinal Secretary of State and 
leave with ita a copy. 

Lam, &e. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 





(B 7493/7493 /65) 


‘The Marquees Curso of Kedgston to Mr. Phippe (Pari); and to Mr. Kemmard (No, 990), 
Rome; Mr, Gurney (No. 372), Madvid ; and Mr. R. A. Leeper (No. 435), Wars, 
mutatis mutandis 

0, 2408, 
"ata ‘oreign Office, July 28, 1923. 
LTRANSMIT to you the accompanying copy of a letter from the Colonial Oftice 
oporting the attitude adopted by the consular representatives of the Roman Catholic 
Powors in Jerusalom on tho occasion of the olficial sérvice held in St George's 
Cathedral on the 2nd June last to colebrate His Majesty's birthday 
®. Leonsider that the French consul-genoral, in thus absenting himself, acted in 
rament to which 
nd an undertaking 
ropeated, tho Freuch consulgeneral will 
tions and receptions in Palestin 
Thargés d'Affaires at 


fan extremely discourtooux mann 
you are accredited, adding that, 
‘eiven that such acta of discourte 
In future be excluded from any 

‘A. Similar instructions have be 
Romo, Madrid aud Warsaw. 


CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 10, 
Colonial O fice to Foreign Ofte. 


Donening Street, July 18, 1923, 

LAM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to yon copy 

of despatch from Jerusalem on the subject of the attitude of the Latin Patriarch in 

connection with the service held in celebration of Hix Majesty's birthday, for any 
seton that the Marquess Curzoo of Kedleon may consider practicable and daira 
. E. MASTERTON-SMITH. 


Sir, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 10. 


General Clayton to the Duke of Devonshire 


My Lord, Jerunalem, June 22, 1928, 
TL HAVE the honour to forward herewith an extract from a report, submitted by 
the Acting District Governor, Jerasalem-—Jaila District, wpon the attitude taken up 
by the Latin Patriarch, Mgr. Barlassina, on the occasion of th 
in St. George's Cathedral on the 2nd Jine to celebrate the oe 
birthday 
The result of the attitude taken up by the Patriarch was that the French consul 
ral, the Italian consul-general, the Spanish consul-general and the Polish consul 
‘attend the s estion, a fact which was rendered the more conspicnous 
by the presences her consuls, a8 well ax of the Mufti of Jornxalom and various 
ht well have considered that religioux sentiments precluded 
nection that the Polish consul, who has but recently 
spoke privately to the High Commissioner t, pointing 
dificult position in which he was placed hy the preskure pat upon him by his 
olleagues to abstain from attending the official service, and emphasising hia 
anxiety lest any action which he might fool obliged to take in the matter should 
be interpreted unfavourably by the British authorities. 
Thay 
F, CLAYTON, 


Officer Administering the Government 


Enclosure 3 in No, 10, 


Ratract from a Report by the Acting Diatrict Governor, Jeruaalem-Jaffa Diatrict. 


(Seoret.) 
Chief Seoretary, 

YOU will recollect that, on the occasion of the Stato serviog hold on the 2nd June 
in colebration of Hix Majesty's birth atholic connule, all duly invited, 
without exception absented themselves without giving any reason or wxcuso m 
confidential enquiries which T hav t hablo authority, 
that their abstention was due to stroug pressure bn bear on them by the 
Latin Patriarch, Mgr. Barlassinn, and that the French consulygeneral strongly 
supported the Patriarch's viows in discussing with hi colleaguon the attitude to be 


‘There ean be lite doubt that the Patriarch's démarcha was accentuated partly 
rowsminded sectarianiam, partly by a desire to affront the Government, and 
axon to know that the consuls regarded their a having conntitu 

an affront 

3, As you are awary, thorn are two official services in the year, held at St, Goorge's 

Cathedral, to which the ‘Conmular Corps is invited, namely, on the King's birth 

and on the {th Decomber. ‘Those services were regularly attonded. by all the consul 

until the 9h December 1922, when the Latin Patriarwh, to prevent thi 

Roman Catholic consuls from ‘boiug present at St. George's, decided at the 

moment to hold a service of his own to celebrate the occasion, aud, despite my 

personal request to him to fix the hour so as to enable the consuls to attend both 
services, insisted on holding the service in the Patriarchate ten minutes before that at 

St. George's 

4. Tam informed that among the reasons j ention which the Patriarch 
and cosuls brought forward in their discussio i oceasion was the fact that the 
cards of invitat of which Lenclose a specimen,* were not issued in 
the name of anyone in particular. ‘The xpeciousuess of this argument is, however, 

I received a verbal enquiry from one of the conauls on this 
in roply, that the service was an official State servicu and that 
it emanated from the Government, 


HG, LUKE, 


The Governorate, Jerusalem, 





* Not printed. 





[E 8075/867/89) " 
Acting Connut Russell t0 the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston {Received August 8.) 
(No. 69.) 
Aleppo, July 
fereuce to Aleppo despatch No. 42 of the $0th May I have the 
report that Geurral Weygand paid a further visit to Aleppo, arriving: here at 4 FM. on 
Te 201 instant, by trata from Heirout On this oceasion the visit was short, and 
Il but the barest- minimum of pomp nnd ceremony ; no invitations were issued 
High Conunissiotor at the stavion, but a notice was sent to all copsule 
‘litary officers and notables of Aleppo that at § rat. General Weygand would 
ive ull who enceel to visit isn 
Taceordin cwied the reception, wh as 
ral Wey rave of welcome and, at the same time The 
of Aleppo first anil after suitable proliminary words of welcome 
od to draw th ner’s notice to the continued and increasing 
acts, of brigund. pacing Aleppo. He 1! 
touched on the question of tho unfair division of the pts) between 
Bates of the § Confederation, aud ended with an app Aleppo fr 
economic disaster. 
"The President J commerce then followed! up this mpoech with 
tuded references to the same questions tou 
mor of Aleppo, hit alwo demanded roliefa in. the matters of the caste 
taifle now in furce with the Ang nt and redactions in the Bysian sail 
freight rates, which we 
Tn reply, General Weygand said that it was procisaly to wee for himself how things 
stood that Be had undertaken hia prosont visit, ‘Two definite promises he did make 
Vie, that  briggane Id be ruthlessly stamped out—he emphasised the use of 
the word le” in this connection ~ and that the unfair treat the State 
of Aleppo riad-eie that of Damascus in the question of the ci 
aintinfnotorily.ncjusted. 


Tn rgard to the reduction of the railway frvight raton be was 
comuittat’ No loubt this French monopoly ia too profitable to be lightly al 
‘A note of helplessness won ntruck by the High Commissioner in his reply in re 
to the customs agreement with Angore—it amounted to mying:" The a 
‘signed, and therefire nothing more ean be done. It is Angora’s fwult 
‘will not enery out its proviaionn.” 
He finished by making an encouraging reforonce to the iimininent sigs 


Pouce Treaty at Lausanne, and stated that, with the pence it woold bring, moat of the 
troubles now besetting Aleppo would be awept away 

Tn the evening the several was entortained at the Freuch Offionrs'C Tam told 
that he exprowed himsclf as satisfied with the French troops (coo: 

‘of only one slivision) to maintain order it the he vecupie 

‘bu the Stat, the High Comminionor went for a short tour in the outskirts of 

Wo, and in the evening gave an official sinner, whore, however, no speeches. were 
mmade,. The general left early on the 22nd July, 

have, dee 
J. R. VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, 





[ B 8091/987/65) 
Coloniat Office to Foreign Of ined. August’ 8) 

Sir, August 7, 1923, 

LAM directed by nahire pt of your letter of 
the 18th July on the sssurances 10.4 Taliso Government 
resgarding the Trak ea nd to offer the following observa 

Hie Grace considers that it would be a matter of extreme difficulty for His 
Majesty's Government to bring pressure to bear upon the Trak Government to agree to 


ive customs exemption to non-existent Thalian institutions in Trak (which would carry 
With it the necessity of wiving the <ame exemption to French and American institutions 


aluriso their own p 
whe p iked by the Trak ( 
enal which is £ 
‘view equally objectionable. His Grace is inlined to the view that His Majesty's 
1 manduvred into # false position. ‘They agreed, in view of the 
haracter of Palestine, ( yrant certain preferential treatment 10 
institutions in that country. ‘The Italian Government then claimed the same 
eferettial (reatwent in Syria, To this claim the French Government replied that they 
ald grant these concessions on the understanding ilar concessions wore 
granted by His Majesty's Government in Irak oply would, in his Grace's 
rion, have been that Syria did n vet, nd that 
His Gr 10 prow under thei decision 
we question of the exemption of Tealian i in Trak fron custome dues. 1 
resent dif arinen out of the weakness af the 
or tine in regard to Syria, He notes that the 
preps ive way on the question of the judicial 
satisfaction on the other point. This appeara to his 
Teal mubatance in the Ttalian demand for « special judicial 


course for Lond Curzon to decide what 14 now bo taken in order 

re that tion of His Majesty's Government in Palestine should be 
Tegularined. In this connection Tam to Invite reference to this Department letter of 
the 17h July, If hie Lor Ht should be made to seoure a pri 
settle he outst i Franco and Tuly in 
h con ticable to approach the French Govern 
the In mien ol ons whieh the Italian Govern 
ment jon in Trak, aod thom that Hin Majosty’e 
favern « 1c comcess und to invite them to ea-ope 
with His 2 ‘rnanent ng similar concessions to the Italian Government 
in Syria e avont of th their way to arrive at a 
rettleanent with the British and possibl 

Viritsh and French Governments to go together to the Ta \ ‘andl 

hem to bring, not only the Palestine mandate, but also the Syrian mandate into 


Jure Tord Curzon imay desire to adopt, Tam to reiterate hie 


pre tainty with regard to Palestine should nw 
4 to continue beyond the next meeting of the Council of the Larague 


HUBERT YOU 





[E 7974/46/91 No, 13, 
Mr. Oliphant to Dr. Naji-el-Aseil 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 

IN reply to your letter of the 11th Jane, T am directed by the Marquess Curzon 
of Kedleston to state that His Majesty's Gorernmerit have given careful considera. 
tion to the amendments which King Hussein desires to introduce into the original 
text of the draft Anglo-Hashimite Treaty, and have arrived at the following 
decisions :— 

9. They are of the opinion that the insertion of the word "absolute " before 
“ indepen¢ in article 2 of the draft treaty is inconsistent with the special 
position of His Majesty's Government in Irak and Transjordan, which King Hussein 
Phdertakes to recognise in the second clause of that article. His Majesty's Govern: 
ment therefore regret that they are unable to accept this amendment. 

3. With regard to the second alter article 2, His Majesty's Government 
are prepared, as already stated, to insert after the word "territories "’ the phrase 
hamely Irak. Palestine, Transjordania, and the Arab States of the Arabian 
* Peninsula expressing a desire,” &, 
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4, His Majesty's Government are not prepared to accept the proposed addition 
of the words “ towards the Arabs "’ after the word “ obligations " at ‘the end of the 
Second paragraph of article 2, for reasons dealt with more fully below 

SE a arcectar agreement bas lveady been reached with regard to 
the in ae eons © Seyyidce Tris” for the words ” Ruler of Asir 
‘and " Seyyid Ibn Saud "” for “ Ruler of Nejd. 

Fae em easel) you that the soggrstion that provision should be mad 
artic 4 ATue tieaty fr the frontiers of the respective Arab territorice 3 
are Oe theis vulere to revert tothe conditions which pre 
i eee tat great length with you at the time when the text of 
was being negotiated in Lo wm. You will 5 oubt remember that the view 
Cea eee war consistently expresied af that tine that it wa 
undesirable that a provision of this nature should be inserted in the t 

sri as you have already been informed, to the pr 
words: frontiers and authority "’ should be inserted after the word 
anise 

He 4. regard to your proposal Yo omit article 9 from the testy, Tam to state 
that, while not sharing the fears of King Hussein that irticle 
Ut ile ot ShNeng AM orpreted by the Moslem world, His Majesty's Government 
ithe rey yr vider the proposal in the event of a satisfactory 

cached tha other points at inate 
2 i Te a coible minunderstanding with regard to the interpre 
Fi ean a a rt State desiree to cmphasi the fact that this 
tation of article 1 te sajecy's Govergment as referring particularly t the 
Story’ wosition. in Irak, Palestine aiid 7 consequent 
tidartatoghs which, inélude the ob : aiisbinent 
ndertakings: inal home for the Jewish peopl, it being dearly 
Pet ent Nich may prejudice the civil and religious rights 
aoa oe donties in Palestine or the rights and political status 
come ee point was repeatedly alirmed by the represe 
oo a tems nnd Colonial Office during the treaty discussions with vou, but 
of the Foreign OFS Mm the teens of the telegram despatched by King Husain 
to the President of the Moslem-Christian Associal in -stine on the 18th May 
eine boon imperfectly apprehended by His Majesty. This view is confirmed by 
temevaitimate paragraph of your lett under reply, which conveys the impression 
the peal a elr bas Taed to appreciate the fact that the text of 


treaty was no drafted as to, secure his. recognition of, the special postion of His 


Mujcty's Government in Palestine, with all that this implies. |The Secretary of 
State is convinced that nothing would be more unsatisfactory than that a treaty 
State ig convinced one unt of which, wos ap worded aa to leave its meaning open t 
EOL ot cape of Ing totepeted hy ne of the contracing partis 0 seme 
ee repay that understood by the other. Such a document, far from securing 
fis cbject by regulating the friendly intercourse and eliminating all grounds of 
ite oe estending between the two countries, might lead to an unprofitable series of 
misunee regarding the true interpretation of tbe treaty. ‘The terms of article 2 
aerated ier Londen appear to the Secretary of State to make the position quite 
pla Indeed, the-intention when they were framed, His Majesty rn 
Plain, as la he quite prepared to consider any amendments designed to secure greater 
precision of expression, but the accept t modification such as that referred 
Precision of expr nbc, would alter the significance of the whole artile by 
to in paragrap A Marsiew the special obligations incurred by Great Britain under 
excl Og Ae for Palestine, If they are to understand that King Hussein is not 
oe nn to accept the article in the sense in which they themselves understand it 
Freer he neccseary for them to review the whole position very carefully before 
proceeding further with the negotiations 

Sine corrratary of State, while regretting his inability to acquiesce in all the 
amendments proposed by His Majesty Ring Hussein ertheless, that you 
will represent to your Government the desire of His Majesty's Government to arrive 
fat @ satisfactory agreement on the lines indicated in this letter, and he will await 
Yo nations which in due course you may desite to offer with a view to facilitate 
thy consbusln of streaty. 

Tam, &¢ 
NCELOT OLIPHANT. 








[E 8176/2204/89) 


Acting Conaul Vaughan-Ruseell to the Marquess Qurzon of Kedleston.—( Received 
August 10.) 
2 70. Confidential.) 
Lord, Aleppo, July 25, 1923. 
NIT reference to any dospateh No, 7 of the 2ist July, L havo the honour to 
m your Lordship that the restrictions imposed on travellers desiring to leave 
dhercin reported were removed on the 27nd instant, and normal traffic las been 
d 
number of arrests has beet increased’ to ton persons; none of the latter, 
homarer, are of lea iesportauen and Use docateats found i thet poseion have 
teon of disappointing value, in so far as they have thrown practically no light on the 
revolutionary committes which is known to exist here and of which the arrested 
persons are members Tntter, it is freely rumoured here, are lik 
iberty again within a few days 
The reason for these sudden and en easures on the part of the 
authorities is seemingly accounted for by the statement that seven French an 
alleged t have been attacked and murdered on the night of the 
guarding the military comotery on the outakirta of Alejpo. 
Suthorities deny the accuracy of this statement, If, bowev 
to hush up eo serious an oscurrence, which took place in Aleppo itwolf, can rewdily be 
appreciated. 





[B 8159/4741/91) 


Mr. Phippe to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 10.) 


(No. 1881.) 
HIS. Majesty's Minister at Paris prosents his. compliments to His Majoaty's 
yal Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and has the honor to transmit 
from the French Ministry. for Foreign Affaire respecting 
{Sanaa in the Yemen, 


Paria, August 9, 1 


Enclo 
Note communicated by French Ministry for Foreign Affaire 


PAR sa dernier, 'Ambassade de Sa 
Mivintaro des Affaires Gtrangéres que M, Paul Sicard. ane 
franqaise de la Céte des Somalis, et son employé S. L- Rodrigues nuraient four, it 
ansaiei mom, imam Yahta des cancs contreavions dont Tan aurait été mis ea 
Batterie Sans” M.Sicari a serait Gale (46, par contrat, fornir &I'Imam 
une dynamo, une machine A eartoueces, plusieurs apparei Wigraphie sans Gil o 
autres fournitures mibitaires ' = a 
Le Ministire des Afaires étrangéres avait pas manqué de communiquer au 
Ministre des Colonies 1a note de FArbassade de sa Majesté britannique, et des 
aplications qui viennent d'étre fournies par eable par Mle Gouverneur de la Cote 
feamcuise des Somalis il résulto que, sila convention commerciale passée ave: mam 
Yahia prévoit introduction darmes et de monitions au. Yeronm, 'admninistration do bs 
Colonie seat toojours tefuste a Iaisser sortir de Djibouti du natériel. dont le commerce 
sc interdst par ta Convention du 10 septembre 119 relative au contrile du commerce 
dex armes de guerre et des munitions 


Paria, le 8 avtt 19% 
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No. 16, 


Mr. Kennard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 13.) 
(No, 151.) 


(Telegraphic Rome, August 12, 1983, 
"POOR despatch No, 708, 


Ministry for Foreign Affairs feel that there must be some misunderstanding. 
Italian Government opened negotiations with French Government last year. There 
‘were two difficulties: (1) regarding judicial organisation 
nationality. The first may be settled, but, on second, Itali 
no satisfaction and are awaiting further proposal from French Government, 

As rogards Trak mandate, French Government maintain that Syrian mandate 
more closely resembles that of Trak than that for Palestine, and Italian Government 
are therefore anxious to adopt general line of settlement for Irak, as they fear French 
may cite any arrangement come to regarding latter and insist on its application as 
regards Syrian mandate. They had, however, no intention of insisting on settling 
Irak questions before they negotiated with the French, 





[ 8238/7493/65) No. 17. 
Mr. Dormer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reveived Awguat 13.) 


(No. 108.) 
My Lond, Palazzo Borghese, Rome, Auguat 6, 1923. 

ON ‘receipt of your Lordehip's telegram No, 23 of the 4th instant, I called on the 
Cardinal Seototary ‘of State and informed him of the very painful impression which 
had been made oo Tis Majesty's Government by the attitude adopted by the Latin 

ratriareh of Jerusalem on the occasion of Hix Majesty's birthday, when he used his 
erlain consular ropresentatives to abstain from attending the 
joorg’s Cathedral 
‘aid, be uo doubt that their action wax to be attributed to prosaure 
which he had brought to bear on them, and it wax no wonder that his attitude was 
doscribed ae ono of gross discourtesy 

"Tho Cardinal at once agreed, aud said that such action on Mgr. Barlassina’s part 
‘wan ontiroly indefensible. He would at once call upon him to report on the matter. 
His Majesty's Government were certainly justifiod anding an assurance of b 
future behaviour, wut this assurance he boguyed me to convey lo your Lordship 
immediately 

1 then pointed out that, speaking for myself, | persoually could fee! little confidence 
that Mgr. Barlassina’s attitude towards His Majesty's Government could really change- 
As hin Eminonco well kuow, in no country could the Church be said to enjoy greater 
Tiberty and reapeet thaw under the British Empire, both on the part of the 
and of the authorities ; but Mgr. Barlasaina soemed to attribute almost every measure 
fand act to some doop scheme of anti-Catholic hostility, and based his attitude 
accordingly. 

His Eminence replied that the Vatican could be gentle bat they could also be 
stern, and L need have no misgivings that their words would sot have dae effect. 

ally, I left with the Cardinal a copy of your Lordship’s despatch, omitting, a8 
instructed, any mention of Mgr, Barlassina himself abstaining from attending the 
wervice. in this, as I'had the honour to report to your Lordship in my telegram 
No. 27 of the 2nd August, be could not have acted otherwise, withoat running counter 
to coolesiaatical 
Thave, &e- 


CECIL DORMER 








No. 18, 


Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{Received August 15.) 
(No. 48) 
{Teleg ) Jeddah, August 14, 1923, 

TAM informed by Dutch consul that Grand Kadi of Mecca has twice assured 
ulama from Java recently that King will shortly recognise new Turkish Caliph as 
Caliph. On second occasion, when the Javanese who is Dutch vice-consul was 
present, Kadi said that recognition would be given to khutbah not Inter than two 
months hence, Vice-consul was unable to learn whether there would be special 
reclamation or name of Turkish Caliph would simply be mentioned as if it had never 
been omitted Z 

Dutch consul is ansious that this, information should not be used in such a way 
that source could be discovered by the King 

Comment.—The King appears to be severely shaken by almost unanimous attacks 
regarding holy carpet and proposed treaty with Hix Majesty's Government, and also 
by collapse of extravagant hopes that he had built on treaty negotiations. Moreover, 
he must realise now that his claim to be Caliph finds no support even in Hedjar and 
only hostility in India and the Dotch East Indies, whence large majority of pilgrims 
come, while he may think that resumption of friendly relations between Tis Majesty's 
Government and Turkey may lose him British sympathy. These considerations, I 
venture to think, make recognition of Turkish [T omitted - Caliph] not improbable. 





E 8091/987/65) 
The Marqueax Curzon of Keileston to the Marquis della Torvetta, 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, 

LHAYVE the hooour to inform you that His Majesty's Government hwws dlosided 
tw invite v of the Loague of Nationa during their forthoming mesting to 

their decision of the s2ud July, 1982, whaveby-the mandates 

for Palosting and Syria were to outer into force automatically and’ at the wume time, ax 
soon ax the Governinents of Fy should have notified the proxidont of the 
Council of hhad reached an agreonent 
particular points in regard to the latter of these suutates. 

2 At the timo the above decision was reached there was no i 
the evoelvsion of peace botwoon Turkey and the All 
had no reason to suppose that au agrecment bet 
monte in mgard to the Syrian mandate would be loug delayed, The position js no 
longer the mame, and His Mojesty's Goverament consider that the Council of the Laague 
of Nations cannot rewonably expect them to continye to bear the heavy burden of 
responsibility for te adiiniatration of Palatine in weoordanes with the manatee 
sucls mandate is made legally effective simultaneously with the coming into fore of the 
‘Treaty of Luanne 3 Meeecones 

4, T ball bo glad if E will inform the Ltalian Government of the 
intention of the represnntative of His Majesty's Goverument to move the Come! of the 
League to take a decision in this matter at their next meoting. 

Thave, dee. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 





[E 8091/967/65) No. 20, 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Count de Saint-Aulaire, 


‘our Excellency, Foreign Office, Avguet 16, 1923 
T HAVE the honour to inform yon that His Majesty's Haren have echo 

to invite the Council of the League of Nations, during their forthooming meeting, to 
reoonsider the trrms of their decision of the 22ud July, 1922, whereby the mandates 
for Palestine and. Syria were to enter into foree automatically and af 
sg.se8 aa the Governments of France ad Italy shoal 

¢ Council of the League of Nations that they had rs a agreement on cottain 
particular points in regard to the latter of these mazidates - gi 


(11361) a 
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2, At the time the above decision was reached there was no immediate prospect 
of the conclusion of peace between Turkey and the Allies, and His Majesty's Govern 
‘ment. had no reason to suppose that an agreement between the French and Italian 
Governments in regard to the Syrian mandate would be long delayed. The positien 

F the same, and His Majesty's Government consider that the Council of the 
f Nations cannot reasonably expect them t to hear the heavy 
burden of responsibility for the ion. of Pale accordance with the 
unless such mandate h sly with the coming 
the Treaty of Lausanne 

8. Tshall be glad if your Excellency will inform the French ( ut of th 
intention of the re of His Majesty's Government 10 move the Council 
the Leaguo to take a decision in thia matter st their next meeting. 

have, &. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON 





[E 8091/987/65) No. 21 
Sir Ws Tyrrell to the Marquis della Torretta 


My doar. Ambaxsadon Foreign O: 

YOUR letter of’ the 12th July, on the subject of the assurances which the Italian 
Government desire to receive in connection with the British mandate for Irvk, hax 
received the carvful consideration of His Majonty's C " welcome ¥ 
intention to use your influence with the Italian Government to induce them to aban 
their insistence on a woditiortion of the clause in. the ses relating to the 
administration of justice 

T regrot, however, that Ecan hold out no hope that His Majesty's Government can 

vo to pr Trak Governn franchise to gods imp 

an religious or charitable institutions in Irak. As the Secretary 
‘eceasion to point out to you in hin lotter of the 23th 
no Italian institutions whi ld benefit: from the suggested. modification in 
of the draft assurances, This in itself would be sufficient to 
Majesty's Government to meet t f the Italian 
be justified if the « i Trak wero eon 

Palestine, containing as it does subj 9 special 

religious significance alike to Christian and Moslem countries, is in a unique perntion, 
‘and specially favourable treatment for the numerous religious and charitable institut 
established there can easily be justified. Tn Irak the mime considerations do not apply, 
and His Majesty's Govornment fool unable to. press the [rak Government to recone 
their decini of the exemption of Italian institutions fh 


> meet the winhes of the Italian Governme 
t that on further cousiderstion they will agrew that the 
position of His Mi id that they will aceept the 
‘assurances which have already been offered to the 
Yours very sincere! 


W. TYRRELL, 





[1B 8091/987/65) No. 42 
Foreign Office to League of Nations. 


Affairs presents his compliments to t 

Scoretary-General of the Leng rected by the Marquess Curzon 
Kodleston to inform him that the representative of His Majesty's Goverament int 
to raise the question of the simultaneous coming into force of the British mandate for 
Palestine and of the Treaty of Lausanne during the forthcoming meeting of the council, 
and to request that a note to this effect may Le placed on the agenda, 

Tha accompanying memorandum, explaining the reasons which have led His 
Majesty's Government to make this request, is tranamitied herewith for circulation to 
the members of the council 


Foreign Office, August V6, 1923, 
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Josue i No, 22. 
Memorandum. 


ON the 22nd July, 1922, the council passed the following resolution 


* In view of the declarations which ust been made aud of the agreement 
d by all members of the council, the articles of the mandates for Palestine 
and Syris The mandates will enter into force, amtomatically and 
mas the Governments of France and Italy have notified 

cil of the League of Nations that they have reached 

nent on certain particular points ia regard to the latter of theso mandates 


Fa year since tho terms of the Palestine mandate were finally 
atime peace has been signed between the Allied Powers and Turkey 
F the treaty, Turkey haw agreed to the disposal of Palestine 
the parties concerned, and in 
vely near futare, In o 
thereafter conducted under the mandate should 
be brought into legal operation uot later than the orco of tho Treaty of 
Lausanne 
3. The French and Italian Goveramonts have had moro than @ year in which to 
Teach agreement in regard to the assurances to bo given by the former to the later 
in connection with the Syrian mandate, and, up to date, the council have received no 
information tending to show that an agrvetnent was likely to be reached in the near 
fatare, The absence of such an agrooment no longer constitutes adequate justi 
for not regularising the position of His Majesty's ¢ tine. In Ul 
circnstances, His Majesty's Government invite the council to reconsider theit decision 
of the 1922, and to take a decinon which will bring the mandate for 
Tater than the coming into force of the Treaty of 





Mr. Oliphant to Conaut Bullard (Jeddah), 


Foreign Office, Auguat 18, 1923 
1 by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to transmit to ‘you the 
copy of a telegram from the Hashimite Foreign Secretary relutive to 
f Lansanne 
ram. the text of which is vory corrupt, appears to refer to one which 
was received at the Lausanne Confere he 8th July, a copy of which Tam to 
oes for your tafortoation, ad taken by the conference 
It is evident that th complaint by the Hashimite Gove 
lure of His Majesty's Government to induce the ‘Turkish Govern 
= to restore the treasures looted frow the shrine uf the Prophet at 
Medina and to settle the question of the Haramein Awkaf It would, the 
well for you to explain to King Hussein that all possible etforte 
British delegation » satisfaction on these points, and you should inform lim of 
the substance of Lord Curzon’s letter to Ismet Pasha of the 2ad February, of which a 
copy it enclosed herein, 
4. It is difficult to soe wherein the provisions of the Treaty of Lausanne can be 
ld to confliet with the pledges conveyed to King Hussein through His Majoaty's 
agent at Jeddah, in purmance of the instructions conveyed in Mr. Balfour's tolagrace 
No. 168 to Sir R. Wingate of the ath February, 1918, a copy of which ix euclosed 
herein for convenience of reference,* and it is possible that the prosent protest is 
prompted by an imperfect comprehension of the terms of that treaty 
5. You should, therefore, in acknowledging the receipt by His Majesty's Govern 
meat of the enclosed telegram, take the opportunity of pointing out to the Hashimite 
Government that, in negotiating the Treaty of Lausanne, Hix Majesty's Government 


© Now printed, 





did not forget the interests of the Arab peoples, who, by that instrument, are now 
entirely liberated from the Turkish yoke. 
Tum, &e, 
LANCELOT OLIPHANT. 


pelosure Lin No. 
Foreign Sceretary, Mecca, to Foreign Office 


Telographic Mecea, Auguat 10, 1 
(ree AVE the honour, in the name of His Majesty, my Lord, to draw your kind 
Attention ta the fact of your postponing of his communication to the first conference of 
Tatmanne to apparently carry ite contents in special manner and delaying ite 
Parnie you have formed a separate price which i articles say shat it say about 
Mosul and Northern Syria without taking boed nt lease of the Wakis of the holy 
shrines and the trvasures of the boly sepulchre, &e., contrary to your Excallency's 
eclaration 8th February, 1918, communicated through British agent, Jeddah, and 
inake ino magnify the British honour as to the siinplest motives regards ite eagucity 
and nobility, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 23. 


Telegram to the President of the Lausanne Conference. 


NOUS prone regu des nouvelles qui confirment que des accords 
dion dsersans unt ata. pris wlcammont_ poor In dalimitation de cortainn 
turabex. Ceoi dtant on Hagrante contradiction avec clus entre 
TAnglsterre ot In France et contmire aux promessen qui nous avaient dté faites, 
sommes. on droit de protester vivement contre toute décision et toute mesu 
porterait atteinte A Ia validité des traités antériourement eouclus entre nous ot 
frandes Puisances—Hussely SARADRI-HARCHIMOR 


Enclosure 3 in No, 23. 
‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedlleston to General Iomet Pasha. 


xcelloney, Lausanne, February 

WHT eriaco to the stationt which T made at the ment Sea 
Commivion on the 27th Janumry relative to the tressures removed to Constantinople 
from the ‘Prophet's tomb. at Medina ia 1217, 1 have she honsur to sate tht Hi 

Maine Majeaty'a Goverament cannot consider thia question a» on, oloner! hy 
aaiseinration ofthe Turkish dologation that it bad no eompetoney to deal with it 

‘Although Tam unable to nocopt te arguments put forward. by the Turkish 
delogation hon this mattae was diceussed in the Sub-Commission for Nationality and 
‘Antiquities on the cond ( ‘om the 27th January, £ 
note with satisfaction that in the t read by Chulkri Bey on the 

ed that the treasures in question are the 
fact which justifies the British Government in int thomselves in their fate, 
having regard to tho very large number of Mosle ure citizens of the Britiah 
Empt ‘of the British delegation in regard to the treasures was based not only 
on this goneral Moslem interest, but also on the fact that the Goveroment of the 
THedjaz, which had no seat at this conference, had requented the British delegation to 
bring the question to the attention of the conference. 

"Til hope that the Turkih Govervoeat may te it way to stte this question 
ny spontaneotaly returning the treastires on the conclusion of prace in accordance with 
ty tenn undertaking given to the Emin-ul-Haram and the notables of Medina when 
the tronsuten were reu Tn the other event, I desire to place on record, on 
hehalf of my Government, their opinion that the matter is one which must bo settled 
due course between the Turkish Government aul the independent Government of the 
Hedjuz; and T have the bonoar to add that, owing to their own more general interest 


in the matter as one which concerns their numerous Moslem subjects; His Majesty's 
Government will consider themselves entitled to follow these negotiations with special 
attention. 
T have, &e. 
UURZON OF KEDLESTON, 





[E 8413/653/91] 
Consul Bullard to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 


(No. 65, Secret.) 
My Lord, Jeddah, July 29, 1928, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the Jeddah report for 
the perio! from the Ist to 29th July, 1923, 

‘Copies of this report and despatch dre being sent to Alexandria, Bagdad, Jerusalom, 
Aden, Simla and Damascus 

Thave, ke, 
RW. BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No. 24, 


(Secret) Jeddah Report for the Period July 1 to 29, 1938. 
The Mahal. 

A FEW days before the Mahmal was due to arrive a telogram waa received fro 
the High Commissioner for Egypt saying that the Egyptian Government lnd asked the 
Hashimite Government to agree to ypateh of two lwpitals for Jeddab anid Mooon 
respectively, to arrive with the frst of the Egyptian pilgrims and to leave with 
the last, but that the Hashimite Government had made the tional on 
ecttlement (in their favour, of course) of a dispute between the two Gorerument 
regarding certain Wakfs. The Egyptian Government's objection that the two 
had nothing to do with each other and their request 
con its merita had been disreganied, and tho High Cou 

reuey could persuade the King to nccopt, the hospitals, 
that if the Egyptian ¢ i's terme were not accopted the Mabmal_ would not 
land. ‘The Hashimite Government's reply to-n letter on thin wubject addressed to thom 
by the agency conveyed an emphatic refusal wruppod up in the usual formula abou 
His Majesty raver nnd. the, honote a righta of the 
Government of the Hedjax rect: negotiationn whi Hay ited 
con his arrival were no ore succemful. Ho talked to the King on the tel 
the King tried to bluff him into taking the Mabmal to Mooea, assuring. hi 
eatin would be settled in a moment ns won ashe acrived, Having striot instruction 
{Kom his Gorerumont to telegraph to them if he met with « refusal, and, moreover, 
having. bad personal deal Huwssin for some time during the war, the 
Atnir-ol-Hay refs to kn of letters with the Hashimite 
Government, and m long intorview with the Grab ‘who wan sont to Jeddah 
pont haste, having failed to produce an agreement, and the Amir-al-Hajj having meat 
While received estegorieal instructions from the Goverument ot Egypt, tbe Mahinal left 
oo the 13th July, alter being in harbour for three days, On the aame hip went the two 
doctors, who had boen wateied by the police thrvaghout their tay in Jeidab, and alse 
the hospital equipment 

‘The King’s tale is given folly in the press summary, At first sight hin fino) 
terms do not acem unreasonable. To the uninstructed reader it might seem deplorable 
that the Molmal should be recalled simply because the Hashimite Government required 
the two hospitals to accompany the Malunal instead of establishing themselves in Jeddah 
and Mecea. Ad that is precisely the impression which the King: wished to convey, 
The concession which he makes with so fine a gesture appears leas haudsome, however, 
when it is remembered that the Mahmal cortage spends only about ten days in the 
Hedjaz and then returns to Egypt, whereas there are igrims in the 
country, from first to last, for some smonths, The King’s ingenious proposal is as 
typical of ite author ax is huis attempt (see press summary) to represent the hospital 
esto as at attack by the Egyptian Government he sere woverign right of 
the Hedjaz 

‘The recall of the Mahmal mesut the recall of the Kiswah—the covering for the 
Ka'bah—too. ‘announeed in the " Kibla,” however, 





Bry 


the pilgrimage week zi ‘Turkey 
woven oa it; but aa, that: will-be legible. to.most af the. pilgrims, who. will, moreover, 
be ignorant of the hurried despatch of the Kiswah from Medina, the King is 
expected to get some eredit for having © substitute for the Egyptian Kiswah made so 
quickly 
7 Iti tafereating to know Tor corfain What UWoogh Wie Valegrasna 6a tha guljeet sent 
by the Hedjaz to 
Alfnirs, tho 7 Sheikh Fund-al- 

nd the King conducted the correspond 

ing rarely allows himself ty be adv 


fore the two Egyptian doctors arrived the Hashimite Government, anxious 
to got their blow in first, sent me, to see and return, an offcinl letter which they had 
recsived frum the kaimakam of Joldab, reporting thor the Fgyptian, Government were 
believed to be intending tn send dootors to infect the pilgriniage, either by poinonin 
the wella cr by some other moans, On the letter in the King's own ban iting, was 
the minute: "God bless you ! Bat foe the make of precaution you should be careful in 
the places connected with the public, and thin ix the hope in’ you, We here will be 
* voady for whe ‘The lottar was not in the writing of tli ka 
cr of any inembe j and it wax in vary bad Arabic. [ asm 
if the writer was not nctually inapired by tho King, ho wrote it simply to please 

When the letterarrived from Mocca, I ahowod it to the kalmakam, who was 

time, He Joo! ling. foo 
F, vathingg 
to. all the mah 


1 but it i 
King morely thought the 0 vospitaln accom ¢ Mahmal « better line 
of defence.» 'The theory that bo was restrained by a some of deconey or dignity from 
publinhing the nla bo rajected with cont 
doctor, Muhanad Salih, who wax nent by the Internat 
Bourd to rexuiie the work, regularly carried oat before the war but 
discontinued, of reporting on all mattors relating to the health of th 
nrrived at a ad moment, wh dixpute about the h 
Fortunately he had with him « imittal letter from the the Board, 
placing him at King Hosecin's disposal. On receipt of th ter and a sitnilar 
comununioution thom this the King invited Dr. Muhammad Salis to go to Mecoa, 
where he would be attached either to thr Imperial Hospital or to the Public Health 
Dopactan that the King did not underst. 
of the le ion, He may be ann 
Dr. Salih by th leg to prv 
ri arate dha 2 blk ous to 
has tried to assivt him by nuggesting tl ite Government 
should discuss with bits various complaists aso the overcrowding of ahips, kc, which 
they have raised against the Quarantine Board, 


Pilgrimage. 
‘The Indian pilgrimage officer has arrived, and the Government of India have 
allotted 35,000 rupees for the ropatration of destitute Indians. Over 24,000 Indian 
Pilgriem have arrived this your. This is neatly tvico as many as last yeu, and it is 
elieved that the percentage of destitites also will turn out to be highor. The captain 
of one Indian pilgrim ship estimates that there were nearly 400 Indians on his loat 

who were destitute and got uo fom but what they begged frum otber pilgrims. 
complete destitutinn is no bar, in the eves of the Indian Government, 

nual trip—to Mecea, is doubtless apcead 

r, of Hooghly, who arrived with 1,800 followers, complains of 
{ctimisation of pilgrims in Bombay by ticket-brokers and other sharks. "Acsording to 
hin story, gsm deposited money for tickets to Jeddah by boats bxloging’ tothe 
Persian Gulf Steam Navigation Company, on the understanding that they would sail 
in two days, when, in fact, the vessels wore still on the first outward voyage to Jeddah, 
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and many unfortunate pilgrims were thus delayed twenty odd days in the streets of 
Bombay. 

Recent reports as to the tolls levied by Bedouin on the Medina road state that 4 

ved caravan of Persians (always 


them.) Application 
‘The assistance of the 
latter is of dubia te lot of more, an 
fone exravan, receiving, ¢g., 2 majidiyals each Javanese pilyri 
Te ba, beweer, rumoured that tome ave necured a refund, but no 
Javanese. The latter cannot complain without an er, and local Malay-speaking, 
‘Arabs are unwilling to risk bringing odin on themselves hy acting w+ the moutlpicee 


for pilgrims’ complaints 
Phe Kiog han inatracted all pilgrim guides and swith Javanese and 
Malay pilgrims to seud them wll down to Joddah intely after the pilgrimage 
instead of letting them come down gradually as steamers are realy to receive them, 
‘This has the advantage, from the King’s point of view, that the more rysent annoyance 
of waiting for a stoanct in Jeddah tends to wake the pilgrims forget the troabhis of 
the Molina road a 
The pilgrimage passed off with y epidemic, and the general health is said to 
havo beon good in other respects also, ‘Thin in confirmed by a telegram whieh 
De. Muharomed Salih (se above) hax been allowed to wend to the International 
Quarantine Board, Rj 
‘tw 
Hoadley at 
Shieh Sab 
ext 


could bo nse . bs ley 

rvonption in, Eaypt ann. t being requested to broadest « manage by wirvem before 
leaving England was equalled ouly by bis complete ignorance both of Islam and of tho 
religion he abjared for it, Sheikh Mabdi iw said, by the Arab potice officer who 
ccompanied hia from Bagdad, to have been very sulky on the journey. He never 
couse to rail against King Feisal and the British, aud ho carried his Shiah exclusivencss 
to the point of refusing to eat food not cooked apacially for him. It will be interesting 
to learn whethor he refuss to eat with tho King, whose guest he in at Mecca. 


Telegraphic Communication. 
“Telegraphic connunication between Jeddah and the outside world was interrupted 

or half the month of uly, frow the Ist to the 16th, The eable between Jeddah and 

Suakin ix old aul worn. at 

of Jeddah, where it lies 

Tel 


Tt might. appoar th 
dation capable of 
ittle importa 
ant with the Soudan 


Government sould have been. prepared to transmit to their destination any telegenns 
receive from Jedilah by Hashimite wireless hud it not been for the difficult atuitude 
wlopted by Kiog Husprin in rogara to the cable account, a matter which has buen lett 
pending until the conclusion of peace with Turkey. To protect themselves agaiunt a 
Tepatition of the cable dispute, the Soudan authoritins asked that the suo of 100L. 
should be ‘left on permanent depasit by the Hashimite authorities as security. for 

yment of the charge for onward transtoision of telegrams from Port Svudan. This 
King Hossein regarded, as indeed he regurds anything be does not wish to do, as an 
stack on his hovour and his sovereign rights, and, i apts of the lft which us 
agency has made for over a year to bring abjat an agresinent, the King had rofised to 
give way. 

(u1s61} « 





When the cable broke, on or about the 1st July, King Hnssein hoped that. the 
tr caused to this ageney and to British shipping would in some way, force 
the Soudan authorities to renounce vest fora deport. Finding them obdurate 
The flew into temper and. ordere Jeddah harbour should ue its 
wireless under penalty of beiag cut off from all jon with the shore. There 
rere many British ships in barbour, and several 
put they were not allowed even to wireless 
Nttere as their homeward freights, where they should. call for. wate 
Morwover, the Jeddah wireless station was watebing all night. to jam even 
IH scifee by ahipe in harbour, with the resnlt that, by sending out meaninsless (and 
oe ac ey nafexgnal, it iovcrfered with inewsages relating 10 the Mahal wdiiresed 
we ALS." Cornflower,” with the daily time signalled from Massowsh for the correction 


of ships’ ebr 


Moan, which is 


conneoted with M 
‘wore foreign politic 
been pointed out to the Soudan 
would accept wi w from Jeddah under s written agresn 

wjepaat from the Hdjaz Government, would tie them dows wo clasly 
tha y dojnulted, t i be insignificant. ‘The rwply from the Soudan 
Ins thot yet been received. ici favourable, the agreement still has to run the 
Almont fatal gauntlet of King Hussin’s honour and sovereign rights. 


Foreign Criticiem of King Hussein. 
‘The Hushimite Government sent to the ngeney a telegram (with the intimation 
that it war only one of many) which they had reesived f 
at the inbubitants of Fakus, Egypt. Tt was, th 
Tikdreaed not otily to Mocea, but alo to the Britis 
ropresentatives in Rgypt and. to vany Exyptian newspapers 
protst aginst any ent ‘deniggned to put the 


professing. to 
a eireular, 
and Afghan 


Holy Places under the protect 
foroign Powar, ‘The King of the Hedjax, it maid, is ude such 9 
treaty, ax the Holy Places are the concer oalem world in general. Having 
ratutned the telegram to Mecon with at, T received a letter 
Feuesting mo Wo nak the wuthoritien in Egypt nnd Palestine what the lool pro Mort 
Ratings aguiaat. the Eedjar in connection with the rwoent treaty nef no hat 
mene keow. “what the fHedjax Government hail gained by th 

wflajenty'n Government” Ax King Huma wns Turielf the immediate, ose 
outburst of sriticinm, in that ntial dogusnent. with 

aa orne coummat of the other party conenened, I have not thought it necessary to ace 


on the request, 


King Hussein ond Photograph 
‘A routine matter, the -presintation of a power of attorney, ins led tom characteristio 

tha part of Ring Humein, A yowor of attorney relating to an impary 
pme of the beneficiaries of which live in Cov jople, wae went te Mecoa 
Thigh this agency. — Teena io the ordinary fort weed by the notaries public in Turkey 
veto the photograph of one af the principals, a man, but not of the other, who is» 
A ee ae cturmod with the intimation that, as the Turkish evarts havo already 
affixed the photographs of wo i inttorney, the document could not 
te accepted by the Haahimite Government until the photograph woman prineipal 
tow ited. Kaowing that King Hussnin is constantly attacking the growing prwatice 

cof taking. aud ing the photographs of Moslem wo 

Mecor anking whether, in the event of thi religous erupley exnint 
Sing for ler, photograph, the Hashinite Government would still insist on the 
raf, tt tor tn i Gera nT ye 
Lint, while the Hashimite Government are well aware that Tela sh men and 
frome 20, pine for photographs, the Turkish Government, having wecun to alis 
Thotojeaphie of women to powers of attorney, mount affix therm in all cuss oF te 
ot Rest Government will not rorard thems nn valid, “Nevertheless” this artlow 
seeenda, "our intention te to abolish this impious practice.” The letter enclows a 
Fistographie reproduction, made, It may bo assumed, Toe jropauania purposes, of ae 

eased rawar of attorney on whigh the photographs of three Turkish women apprar. 


Egyptian Takyah at Meccd 
There is in Mecea n takyah founded Ali Pasha 

eyah founcled i Pasha for the distribution 
of bread anv alms to the poor, whether pilgrims or residents. The Ministry of Walks 
in Fgypt voted n considerable sum for the alteration and enlargement of the building, 
in onfer to make room for» pharmacy, a consulting room and fre guest-house, The 
sagiocer who was sent with workmen to carry out the work tas been waiting at 
Mees for sme mouths for perainion to begin, At the roost of the yp 
overnment, this agency endeavoured to got permission, but the Hashimite Goverument 
not only refuse to allow any alterations or additions to be carried n raive 
ohjectins Wo the revcation othe takyal in its preeeat postion, ‘The reaion given ia 
that the takyal, whichis in the main atreot a the msque, attracts @ 
of food and tse 

of the 


Eg 

‘olject of attack ‘iw attributed partly to the ted 
S wend name a Mesos (Os Which tive by 

Perey the pilgrims am rcassen eatiy eawm’no eon ler exc tg esosene ewer 

ie ielinne ¢ ote nonnla cisrae tha ealgiesin ins prada a (os 

sary acocl a en wktcd ts ese inteslad ora owt 

Todia conter ‘The Egyptian Government have be 

thet even seting &e gave tbe Soya fu would be wocromey 4 make 


Collection for Monque of Omar. 
hb beart-burning in Jeddab whon the subser for the Mosqu 
of Omar Fava apreared mathe" Kibla ‘The wetbod of oulaction wsa hte ‘The 
aimakam of Jeddah sont for all tho mon whom the King wished to subscribe oe by 
and prewnted them sith a receipt prepared in Mecca for the amount exch wax 
expected to hand in, Publication of the list shows that some of the wealthy morchante 
have been let off lightly, shopkeepers in sorne cases having paid twioe mx much, 


Arms Trafic. 
by tho pulitical efiobr at Hodsidal, reeoived from tho Resident 
CE rage ad an toby rst of comm 
maga a any 
WTealian. ot Prec wu 
the Tea oe the ain ppl, it expressly exoneraten th 
tient, and attributes the leakage 10. the Holjar troops which veore wat down to 
Remade to noes c Wiretoned Wabaht cask lh a hat to be esfmotad mt tat 
movements of nr and amunaition within the Arabian peuinaula can bo prevented 


Presa: * Al Kibla” 
Ne 000, Deke a) Tae Delee Outen arrMis ac 
seg i Ai Pat tens nO 
Porsin and the Hedjax: Aa the Government of Po h d 
ar Yea Bava 
aang te a) lers have beon issued to the local authoritiow to recog! 
US rf bal aul. Gratifiontion is exprewed at thin link betwee 
Mee ri cal aah ae oka wik a 
si 6 ALT aa 
‘other cratures affered to them as apbrodisiacally potent, The Tizurde vrwd. foe I 
right sort at all. ‘ 
the Hen: Sheikh 
who deserites himself as « schoolmaster of Egypt, paints  roay pictare of th 
ion sown Ivy all classes in the Hedjax to pilgrims and prawes Hi 
Stargate te wep weary wanna wed we 
fra Jeddah to Mecoa. All these manifestations of excellence are traced to K 
hots fill five lines of print. zi Be 
Exy tian, anonymous, contruxta the Egyptian State Railway's stipulation 
ery for pilgrim luggage with the (eowds pilgrims in the’ Hedjax 
Reference is also made to thefts the at hip “ Englestan " wh 
s,s Na Rayna” which hi 
authorities are investigating, and to the latter's et take over und petty 
estates of pilgrims deceased on beard that vessel, 
feet “2 
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Behind the scones: The editor has been privileged to see a telegram sont by the 
Royal Diwan to the Arab Taito. Neither the text of this eryptic message 
nor the editor's comments thereon suggest that he waa allowed to learn what it was all 
about 

Sheikh-al-Ghayati in thanked for his friendly sentiments towards the Arabs. 

No. 701, July. 5, prest criticism: A royal proclamation, 
announcing that God will ia.a few weeks expe the malice of those whi 
King’s principles as a Moslom, and rebuking the Ezyptians for busyi 
with a Constitution when they have the Koran as their guid 

‘The editor admires the coincidence which has bro: 


£ Sayyid 

Sheikh Muhammad Murad (muftis of Gaza and Haifa respectively) ant 

Sheikh Thrabitu-al-Ansari of the Mosque ve arrived and have been given. in 
Jeddah and Mecea a fitting reception as anests of King Hussein, 

Sheikh Kamabed-din, iman of the Mosque of Woking, is expected shortly with hia 
dis 1e4 pupil Headley. 

Hodjax Railway Traine arv running between Maat and Tebuk 

No. 702, July 9, 19%8.—Official notien: Governinent employees whove signatures 
aro illegible will be liable to punishment 

Repairs to the Mosque of Omar: Resolution of a menting of notables, prosided 
over by King Humein and attended by the Palestinian Moviom delegation, to subscribe 
sand to obtain subsoriptions towards the cost of these repairs. 

Egyptian poatry : The praises of King Hussein sung in prow and vorne by Sayyid 
Badr-od-din, of Al Azhar, and Abdul Axia Sabry, of Dakablieh 

ikh Fuad-al-Khatib: Rumoured journey to London dente 

Sidolighteon yreatundortaking: Mubammad Abdul Majid-al-Saftawi, merchant, of 
Roulak, tolls how he lost hix pocket-book and found it again, thanks to the Hash 
police, and how grateful be is to King Huwein and God for this merey vouchsafed, 

No, 708, July 13, Official notice : Any pilgrim who may have had to pay to 
triboxmen any extra sun on the way to ot from Medina should give the Governiweat 
lotails of the matter and names of his guide and deiver. ‘The money vill then be paid 
to him 

No auch application will regeive any consideration if submitted after the pilgrimage. 

Butchery of Yernoni pilgrima A body of 400. Wahhabla ll by KhalitteeJ 
of the Ataibah, bound on» punitive yxpedition againat the murderers of Ibn Afiaan, are 
reported to havo fallen upon the Yerwai " Unbah,” or pilgrim oaravan, proseesting 
from Sanna to Meco. and to have killed all but soventy out of their number of 2,000, 
near Bulsarnr, in the Bani Shahe countey. ‘Tho “ Usbah” was, aa uaual, unarmed. The 
* Ribla” wives an acsount of the manner in which this Yemeni pilgrim caravan is male 
upand of ite tditional mode of travel, and describes the tragedy of ite attack as 
uuaprocedanted in history. 

Egyptian poetry: More verve by Abdul Aziz Sabry, of Mansurab, hailing King 
Hussein as the Convmander of the Faithful 

Fgyptian Mahmal= ‘The Acting Prime Minister hax left for Jeddah to discuss 
matters with the Amir-al-Haj 

Distinguished! werival 

Amir Nuri Shalan, of the Ruwalla 

Avira Shamaud Danks, widow of Naar-ed-din, Shah of Persia, 

Amira Bubujan, widow of Abjurrshman Khan, Ameer of Afghanistan, with 
Mir Haji-al-Say yid Theahim Khan. 

Dr. Muhanad Balt, delegated by the president of the Quarantine Board in 
Alexandria, 

Sheikh Mudasser Ibrahim and other notables from the Soudan. 


704, July 16, 1923.—Theve-quarters of this number is taken up by the official 
explanation of the Mahmal incident. The “Kibla” prints the telegraphic corre 
spondence between the Hashimite and Egyptian Governments, and thea the letter 
which was addressed to the kainakam of Jeddah by the Amoiral-Hajj on the arrival of 
te edo, whi the Ami. refers: tothe to hospitals 4s an inerprae part of 

Malwoal and Egyptian pilgrims cortige." ‘The Grand Khadi's reply, which is 
enh Mins at cata sla ARS ee arpueer wee ae Wat 
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gpection, the letter mays thats though there is adequite, medical provision in the 
fedjxz for all pilgrims, the Mahmoal may be accompinied by such staff of doctors 
‘and sanitary officals as ‘usually scoompany it pears & long report written by 
the Grand Khndi after he had seen the Mahmal officials at Jeddah. This gives the 
King’s final terms: such doctors, medicines, eqipment, &e, as are “an inseparabl 

‘part of the Mahmal”” (the Amir-al-Hajj had ot used this expression), whatever their 
number of quantity, may accompany the Mahmal wherever it gwes—to Arafat, to Mecos, 
to Muna—starting wheti the Mahmal starta and halting whet it halts, and the doctors 
may trest any pilgrims, Egyptian or other, who apply to them, ‘This handsome offer, 
the Khadi says, wan rejected He, ou his side, refused to assent when the Amir-al-Hajj 
asked whether, if plague broke out, he would be allowed to ask the official guides to 
assemble the Exyptian pilgrims to receive instructions from him, 

The “ Kibla’s" comments are ou the usual note of whining innocence.“ T couldn't 
“ say fhirer than that, could I?” i the burden, — Gut it also makes » counter-attack on 
the Egyptian Government, whose intention, the “ Kibla” says, comes wut plainly in the 
dlmmand sf the Amiral-Hajj that "in cas ‘of teed he sbneld be allowed ts susan 
‘the oficial guides and give them the necessary instructions" (The diffrence 
between this and the question which the official report itself attributes to the Amir-al- 
Hajj may be noted.) It is absurd for the Egyptian ¢ it to protend that their 
objeot was « purly humanitarian one. Had it beea, they would not have distributed 
handbills to the pilgrims tolling them that they would have to moot the coat of thelt 
own maintenance in hospital; and they would have sccepted the Hnshimite Gover 
ment terms, which left thom free to take with the Mabmal not one, but, if they wished 
& thousand doctors No it ply an attack on the aovermign rights of the 
Hedjax. 

nrover, ways the “Kibla," is the Hashimite Government not to 
r ighte of tho Egyptian Government in any respect, that they will not 
the people of Mecon sulfor for Inoke of the charitaile funda whieh wore carriod back to 
Egypt with the Mahal The dirvctor of the Exyptian shrine in Mecen has refused 
to Turnish a list of persous entitled to recive pay gotw 
onions to this effect from the Ministry of W. 3 Hashimite 
Government will make the payn rodvction nfdont that 

an the sum to which he ix entitled, 

The Government ix making every elfirt to get a Kiawah (the onver for thy Ka'bah) 
nade i time for the day of the pilgrimage, to replace the one taken bask to Egypt 
with the Mahia 

An account of the ceremonial reception of Amir Alion his arrival wt Mecen from 
Tait 

No. 705, July 19, 1928.—Pilgrimage day : Owing to oonfusion of opinion ax to 
the date of the new moon of the month of Zil Hijja, the Grand Kadhi announces that 

vsbole of Tuowday, the 24th July, must be paasod at Arafit 

The Mabmal: Two articles contributed by the Egyptiny Abdul Axix Sabry of 
Mansurah, The writer bias Exyptinn Government for having outraged the 
independence of the Arab Goverment by claiming the right to establish Egyptian 
hospitals in the Hedjaz, which, he adie, the admirable arrangements of King Aussein 
render completely mupertiuous If the matter had been discussed boforehund, the 
Egyptian Government would have acted differently. Tho source of all the trouble ix 
the constant effort of intriguers to embroil ono Moslem Power with another, and the 
connection existing between the earlier abortive effort of the Government of Tndia to 
cevtablish an Indian pilgrim hospital in the Hedjas, and the present discussion is clear 
to anyone who knows how dark designs are woven against Islam by certain. evil 
influences 

‘The second article is directed nguinst the newspaper Al Abram,” whose editor, » 
Syrian Christian, is blackguarded for claiming to speak for Moslem opinion oa the 
Mahmnal question. Egyptian pilgrims who came down with the Mahnval are quoted as 
reporting that owing to the unspeakable wickednemes which were rife atpong the 
Mabmal escort, their withdrawal from the Holy Country was clearly ordained by’ God. 
‘There is much about the hidden hand which works to set Moslem against Mel 
brother, and reference in the" Abram” to supposed British influencos in the Hedjax 
is laughed at as sufficient by itself to disprove the whole pack uf lies served up by the 


ptian paper. “" 
mit R. W. BULLARD. 
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HLM.“ Cornflower” arrive on the 6th Joly and lft om the 10h Jay 


[B 8425/7493 /65) 
Sir B. Howard to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Reccived August 20.) 


No. M7.) 
My Lord, 


wn apology from the Spanish Governn 
however, Seiior Alba was atill in Madrid, I thoaght it better for the same reason to write 
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him a private letter rather chan a note, and I will also speak to him as soon as he 
comes to San Sebastian, where, I understand, he is expected in a day or two. 

Thave, farther, asked Mr. Lloyd Thomas to mention the mattor confidentially vo 
the Ring of Spain the next time he goes to play polo at Santander, as T féel sure His 
Majesty will do his utmos: to secure & aatisfuctory settlement without delay. 


SME HOWARD. 


P-S. August 14 —I also enclose copy of Don Santiago Alba's reply, which has just 
reached me, in which he states that he is enquiring into the circumstances of the case, 
KE. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 2 


Sir B. Howard to Spariish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


Mavirid, Auguat 7, 11123. 

His Majesty's Principal Secrvtary of Stato for 
Foregn Affairs to bring the following matter to the wotice of His Catholic Majesty's 
Government 

It appears that on the ovcasion of an ufficial service held at St. Goorzo'a Cathedral 
at Jerusalem on the 2nd of June last in honour of the birthday of ray august Sovereign 
King George V, the conaul-general of His Catholic Majesty, together with soine 
others of bis Reman Catholic colleagues, although officialiy invited, did not 
attend. 

The absence of the Spanish consul-general on such an official and ceremonious 
oceasion has most painfully surprised His Majesty's Government, und in the opinion 
of Lon! Curzon, which I feel sire your Excellency will share, tie cousul-general 
in thus absoating himself acted in « manner which can oaly be qualiged as vory 
disoourteoun, 

His Majesty's Government fool, therefore, and 1 cannot doubt thet His Catholic 
Majesty's Government will agree, that a full apology for the conduct of the consul 


general should be offered, and an undartaking gi 
‘not be repeated, 


High Commissioner will be reluctantly compelled to omit in future the namo of 

the Spanish consul-genoral from the list of those to who: invitations to oficial cele 
brations and receptions 11 Palestine will be issued. 

For your Excolleacy’s private information 1 may adil confidentially that His 

hargés d'Affsires at Paris, Rome and Warsaw have beon iastructed ts make 

representations to those Goveraments 
Yours, &e. 
ESME HOWARD. 


Enclostre 2 in No, 28, 


M. Alba to Sir B. Howard. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Madrid, le 11 soit, 1438, 
FAL regu votre aimable lettre du 7 courant au sujet d'une oérémon 
laquelle anrait 6t6 invite A Jéruslen le 2 juin dernier, entre aatres, M. 
d'Espagne, & Fooeasion de In fite de Sa Majest’ lo Roi, votro auguste Souverai 
Vous y imentionnes I'visence dadit roprisentant consulaire, ainsi que ln stirprise par 
B causée u Gouvernement britannique, 
possddant pas ea renseignements aur ostte alfaire, jo me sis eertes hits do 
av'en enquérir afio d'etre & mime de forwer uno idée eomplite. 
Je ne manquersi pas de vous saisir A nouveau dans le but de dissiper un malentondu 
qui, A o» quill parait, pourrait s'dtre produit, po 
jc IA, veuillex agréer, &e. 
eS ALBA, 











[E 9424 /7493/65: 
Dormer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 20, 


ome, August 23. 


my despatch S of the Gth instant I have the honour to 

transiuit herew ss aud translation ote from the Cardinal Secretary of State 
in regard to the attitude adopte 
birthday 

The Cardinal has lett Rome for three woek's 0 atiday, but Thad a 

wersation this morning with Mgr. Bor aca, who in in charge of th 

etarinte of State during the Cardinals absen: 

Tn ro nquiry whether thorw was any likelihood of Mgr. Barlassine being 
removed, Mge, Bongongist told that the situation was very delics 
the Arabs hd c 
Arab Patriarch. 
nationalint feeling, which he 
it was undesirable to take any . ght aggravate it 

4 things are, therefory, there moms U present 

Pateinrehs. 1 understand that the Spanis also complaining bitterly 


of Mgr, Parlasioa. 
ciroumnatancea I propose to take up agnin the question of Father Keane with 
the Vatican, who, ax L had the lonour to report in my despatch No. 97 of the 3tat July 
Moa 
Thave, de 
CECIL DORMER 


in apparently acting wa chaplain to tho British forces 


Enclosure in No, 
Cardinal Gaspari to Me. Dormer. 


Vatican, August 16, 1 
State has studied with dive a ° 
1 Jott with him regard tion which Mgr, Barlaasinn is stated 
the consular rupresentatives of Cutholic nation« to abstain 
ig the roligioun sorvice hold in St. George's Cathedral at Jerusalem «n the 
occasion of the King's birthday 
Tu the manner in which this abstention ame about t Indes! oiroumstances 
whiols de . At nny rate the undersigned Cardinal b 
not fh i Instructions aa will enaure the avoidance in 
future of further dificultios and incidents 
Tho undersigned Cardinal avails himself, &e 
P. Canbival, GASPAREI 


E 8672/7493 /65) No. 
Sir WW, Mae Muller to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—{Heceived Auguat 28.) 


(No, 168. 
My Lod, 

WITH reference to your Lordhip's despatch No. 435 of the 28th July, regarding 
the uttitude adopted by’ the Polish conxul in Jerumalem on the occasion af the col 
oration of Hin Majosty's birthday, [have the honour to transmit herewith copies of a 
note which T addresie © Foreign Affairs, and of his Excellency’s 
reply. [hope that your L authorities in Palestine will regard the 
Tnttor ws satisfactory 

Thave, ie 
W. G. MAX MULLER. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 27 
Sir W. Maz Muller to M. Sey 


M. le Minist Warsaw, Auguat 

ON the occasion of the official « George's Cathedral, Jerusalem, 
on the 2ad June ‘o celebrate the King’s birthday, th sul, together with his 
French, Italian and Spanish colleagues, all of them ar representatives of Roman 
Catholic Powers, absented himself fun the ecremony, which he had duly been invited 


tion wax rendered the of the other 
ar Corym as well ax J am and various Moaler 
ight well have considered Uhat religious sentiments precluded them fro 
King part in a Christian sorvie 

His Majesty's Government ‘lish consul, in thus absonting him- 
self, ncted in an extromely discourteoux manner, and I am directed to inform. your 
Excellency that unless « full apology in offered anil an undertaking given that such acts 
of discourtesy will not be rope nul will in future bo excluded from any 

ficial celebrations and tecept 


G, MAX MUL! 


Enclosure 2 in No, 
a to Sir W. Max Muller 


Varwovie, le 14 aot 1928, 
je votre Exoollonce en date du 6 aotit, jai I'honneur 
que wité Chargé d'Affuiron ad inderim & Londres, 
hanownki, dew rndre an Foreign Office afin d'y exprimer les regrets du 
ment. polonain de Vinci lant In wots de votre Excellence, Cet 
incident n'est imputable qu’a un nda, et le Gouvern onain ost le premier 
Ble re % point da vue du ( 
{que des ins A Ia possibilité de parvila incidents v 
aM. Adamk 
Jo saivia, &o 


M. SEYDA 





E 8708/8376/44) 


Acting Consul Vaughan-Kussell to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Reecived 
August 29.) 

(No. 73) 
My Lond Aleppo, August 10, 1993. 

T HAVE th i of = rely sertone tature baw 
been made 

The ax Te ascertained, bat information 
considered . rd August, two compation of the 

pve cormpany of the Meburi (Camel Corps) at. Alaseche in the 
abe district, were attacked by a larye forve of tribestnen 
Froodh are euppamed to 


od to the arrest by the Frenel of the 
Chief of tho Tai tribe in the Hasseche district during the middle of July, his trial by 
eoort-marial in Al hot known to me, and bis imprisonment and 
deportation to the His tribeanen, toznther with those of the 
Karagutch Kunde (Arsis) and certa Milli Kurds, are supposed to he these 
rmuponsible for the attack Its, however, very diflicult to establish the 
‘exactitude of these statements, wiicl form a very likely sequence of events 

ou r 
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T learn that General Billotte left for Dei 
‘above, to make full enquiries nearee th 
the Muslimiet asrodeome (8 miles n 
by way of reprisal. 

The proximity of the scons of attack to the Turkish frontier makes it 
that the Kemulisia may have instigated these tribe 
the iucideat serves only to show how impossibl der in the w 
of the State of Aleppo without n\ large. fg support the 
sulministration. The Frouch hare nothing appt 
tw prevent the desort tribes from attacking thea 
security throughout the State 

The half-bearted manner in which the civil and military administration 
conducted gives tho Arabs and Turks more and more wround for thinking that. Fra 
is ot seriously attempting to fulél the mandate as fur as the State of Aleppo i 
concerned, and eucourages all the revolutionary elements to strive hander fee the 
expulsion of the French 

Thave, & 
J. R VAUGHAN-RUSSELL 





[B 8709/8709/44) 


Acting Consul Vaughan-Rusaell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
August 29.) 

(No, 79.) 

My Lord, Aleppo, August 10, 1 

THAVE the honour to port the gist of a conversation which’ 1 had to-day with 
Zaki Boy Goran), who ix at prowne the Prosident of the Court of Criminal Appeal at 

eppe; anid who, prior to that, wax Acting Director of Justion snd Acting Gocernors 
Gonceal of lappa. 

Daring Bairam (the 24th-27th July) 1 hy don the loading Mowlom notables 
of Aleppo, and among them, on Zaki Bey, but he was then out of town, and the viet 
today was in rotuen for my onl 

In the course of convormtion Zaki Boy shower hisnsalf extrotnely proTurkinh and 
anti-Froneh, He alluded to the Lausanne Conference and Treaty with undi 
prido, nnd enquired what my views wero as to the offic of the abolition af the ( 
lations. I replied that che effects worw 20 aoconl to the Turka a full measuse 
independsnoe which in many ways they had earned, but said that with the poor record 
‘Tarklal justice had bobind it, I had some misgivings for the future, though I hoped th. 
the notorious corruption and nepotism of the ayxtem hitherto ‘provailing would. be 

Wan ‘admin ‘Awa lawyer himvelt of ¢ 1 
fancy ho waa not very plonsed at my remarks, but he replied that it was chiefly ducing 
n of Abdul Hamid that extraption avid favouritism bad nope 
¢ thought thingsia future would 
adgen or inspect. r¥ of justicn which th 
ppointed by the International Tribunal at The Hi 
heir goodwill and intentions to work in. asoord 
hastened t the torm of this supervision on the part of the i 
As, a0 far, Thad not been able to obtain wuthorita 
rogurding the Lausanne Treaty, I was not in a position to iiscom thin quosth 
Hey, observing that Thad aot yet obtained nows troxty, mentioned that large 
ts of the special editind of the ‘* Watan” published in Constantinople on the 
ch July, giving the full text of the treaty, had been sold . food on 
fnquiry that such waa tho case, aid that the wiole wumber h Wd. Zaki Bey 
proceeded to air his knowledge of the various clauso in the treaty, without way 
Anything partivulvrly important, wotil be eume to the quen between 
Anatolia and Syria. I betiove that. thin fh stil to bo 
decided Uy the two nations concerned. Zaki Bey openly declnred that the presene 
frontioe was quite impracticable ws far un Aloppo w Fued anil that Aleppo, cut 
aff fom hor aattralRiotrlan, wae dened to extinction, ned. woul notary ran 
d boooiho a wmall industrial and agricultural centre, relying on the poor producta « 
the State n¢ AV its mil, Ax regards the Customs. C: 
voution, which peand diftvale ood pamainys frou Syria 
Ate Anatolia, jared that there wax no reason why the Turks should obtain their 


Adalin, Mersin and Yamourtalik were quite capable of 


rough Syria, when 
| ‘o had prospered and grown, In future, the 


ty the trate on which 
Turks with the sid of Lulian 
goos' direct from abrved. 
Exrates in the district, and. w 
Father remarkable, and T veuture to brit 
ts they show bow strong the pro-Turkish fooling is, even in the very citcles wh 


oy thas many Cha : in addition to the Moslems 


tient impressed 
attenti 


3 Chrno et onan en 
: ouat of sympathy with 


large perventage 
(Cliristians as el 
‘Amub State of Irak, ns to_be 


ipercial prosperity depended on it sae 
NTF R VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, 





E 8711/8376/44) No. 
varal Smart to the Marquess Curson of Keudleaton.—(Recei 
Auguat 


Boirout, Auguat 17,1 
oth inetan: 


‘ 
THAVE the honour to tvitea 

from the acting Delish einecl ot Alopps ddresnd to 

Stray teewsen Wilt cot tases ; 

f wal Weygand, conversation with « ifirmoed the tom of three French 

Mia a cortta Captabn Maki! Bay, «Turkish fer and bet da 

srk vogulats ook par. inthe 


cor, He waid ap , 
Mr ; peared to be much inosaxed by this Turkish ag: 


3) 1 tolographed strongly to Paris demanding that 


Spin arr sl al tt 
Captain Taki oy be called to accoan ; 
PGienernl Weygand aoemed. to be rathoe troubled about the situation in Noethorn 
Mis suid’ that Tackiah.propaganls wus being actively conduntad in Aleppo in 
mesicn wih the Terkish 0 Slog eee von Tovey ee 
" eter T have, de, 
W" A, SMART 





E 8788/2204/89) No, 31 


Acting Consul Vaughan-Russell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(I 
uguat 0.) 
(No 83.) 
My Lewd, 
WITH reference to my ¢ 
report, in councetion with th 
authorities have quit 


» of bandition, that te 
f ldtip and ut 
inthe d 


around Alep ye 
T learn that the question of the appa 
frietioa between the French authorities (who desired t ap sls i ie 
stead) and the Gow ceral of the State of Alnppo, Mustafa Bey Parada, Wi 
Strongly opposed the nomination of Freuch Kalmakas in hie State and insisted ot 
tis betag appointel. AY present two temporary kalinakaws (both of whom are 
Syrians) have been app-doted 
Phe the hon to report to your Lordship thet aad 
have been made. Fattah Bitar, one of the leading Mi 


[1ise1) 


ditional arrests in Aleppo 
ms of Aleppo, has boon 





arrested and his house searched, and Osman Noury, the inspector of Posts and 

‘Talographs, while oa a tour of inspection at Deir-es-Zor, has also been arrested. His 

house, too, was searched, and reports current state that Ssveral interesting documents 

implicating him in the anti-Freich revolutionary moveinent have been discovered in 

addition to a sum of £4,000 gold, which, though not definitely explained, is 
to be part of the finds which finance the brigands in the districts 


Thave, &e. 
J, F. VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, 





[E 8739/2204/89) No. 3 


Acting Conaut Vaughan-Ruerell to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—{ Received 
‘August 30.) 
0, 84.) 
ty Lori, Aleppo, Auguat 17, 

78 of the 10th August and to 
inform your Lordsbip that au on states that the losses sustained 
hy the French were heavier than first reported, and nmounted to approxi 
French offoors and abowit 100-120 rank an file killed 

Ta addition, four machine guns wre captured by the Arab 
wor lightor than those of the ambushed French troops, ‘The trouble ix 
Tar from settled, nid the unrest amoug the ‘Tai tribe, with whom, T learn, the Shammar 
tribo wore also awooiated, by no moans calmed by the reprosive measure taken 
by the French military authorities wha, [ learn, favour vigorous action, but are 
revtrained therefrom by political advisors at Beirout. General Hillotte, ( 2 
chief of tho troops in the Stato uf Ale at Deie 
fand endeavouring to rent 
EMfondi-l-Ouzoun, has been diamiwod and escaped. bey 
doubt this in conneoted with the above uncost 
‘As ove of the resulta of thin gonoral began o attacks on the French, 
and from Aleppo aud. Mosul 4) has boon 
camontrn cureent 
every whore and nothing is done to counteract th 
T vonture, in enelia prom the view that public weourity in almost ax bod 
now aa it has ever ben, and inolated casos of brigandage and attacks on vil 
individuals are roported to me evory day. I have relrained fron report 
in camential detailn they are gi 
Tid epetiton would prove, wearisome, and. the deapatshe, it appears & 
would protably prove n waste of time both to propor 
The 
¥, VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, 





(B 8740/2204, No. 33 


Acting Consul Vaughan-Russelt to the Marqueas Cureon of Keilleston.— 
(Ueseived Auguat 30.) 
No. 86.) 
My Lond Aleppo, August 18, 1 
WITH reference to my despatch No, #3 reporting the arrest of Osman Noury, the 
inspect fs and telogenphs, I have the honour to inform yur Lordsbip. that 
farther information obtainod frou « ‘among the cverespondenos 
discovered in the house of the above man bas been found a letter addressed to bim by 
a rpromatative of x Chettel npanibing comin with it headquartors vt Aintab, 
Chin lott 


hotn Bey, Abow-el-Doubout, the Bridge of Hama, Jebel-el-Zawieh, Harem 
and Hihanieh, Koussnir (of Anti gine, Arab Han and Milan Reuy. (in 
Aaa) ; the plan war. it appears, Z ith 
{already occupied with other trou 
bande of Chettehs, ope 
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ly cognisant of this plot, and no doubt will do their utmost to 
prevent trouble, but with their inadequate and scattered forces a plan, such as the one 
proposed, cannot very well be prevented from being carried out 
Thave 
RUSSELL. 





E 8839/7493 /65) No. 34. 
Sir E. Howard to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—{Received September 3.) 


(No. 473.) 
My Lord, San Sebastian, August 

T HAVE the honour, with reference to my despatch No, 447 of the &th instant, 
to forward herewith copy of a letter which [have re 
Foreign Affhirs respecting the butention of the Spani 
religious service held at St. George's Cathedral in that ci 
of His Majesty the King. 

Don Santiago Alba declares to begin with that the consal, M. Juurrieta, nover hd 
the slightaat intention of acting ia dicour 

His Excellency goes on to say that, according ¢o information he has received —no 
doubt from the consul to whom he telegraphed f I. Jaarrieta both 
‘attended an official reception in tho Public Gardens and sig va the High 
Cimiaissioner's book. The consal appears to have oonsilered. f wsiotial 
nature of the religious service and the form in which the invitation was issued that his 
Abeonce would not be considered as an act of dissourtesy. In any case, hix Excole 
adds, “the ueosesry instructions have been sent to the consul for his future conduct.” 

His Excollency, in speaking of tho matter to me thie days ago, said that he 

wed T know him well enough to believe that had there been any intention of dis 
courtesy he would have been the firet to puaish it severely, bat ings that 
bo such intention existed, and he hoped that His Majesty's Government would thorefore 
ot pursue the matior further, particularly ax instructions bad b to rogulate 
the consul’ conduct in future in wach canes. 

King Alfoass, ts whom Mr, Lloyd Thomas mentioned the matier at Santaner the 
other day, at once telephoned to the Minister at Madrid to ask for explanations, and 
expressed his conv French consul-general was probably at the bottom of 
the trouble. | venture to think Uat in the ciroumstances it would be advimble to 
ncenpt the explanations of the Spanish consul, who hax probably been used as a.cat's-paw 
by vlhors even if these explanations are not very convincing, and to consider the 

wed, expecially as we are amured that he has received instructions us to 
future conduct. 
Thave, &e. 
SME HOWARD, 


Enclosure in N 
M. Alba to Sir B. Howard. 


San Seboatian 
vous le saver bien, de mo renseigner au sujot de ln von 
assintance do cortains représentants consulaires, enter wutrex celui de I'Kspagne, lore 
une cirimouio réligicuse eue & la Cathédrale de Jérusalem & l'ecgasion de ln fote de 
Sa Majenté le Roi Georges V 
Jo peux d'ores et déja vous dire, en ee qui concarne M. Jaurriota, qu'il n'a jamais 
eu Ik moindre ide d'agir de fagan vexatoire-ou méme disovurtoiee 
D'apris les nouvelles qui vienneat de me parvenir, le consul d’Espagne aurait ria 
Fim SIs date intinuéa Ala réunionofile wu Jardin. poiic ot eat! sgn dane 
‘sibum du Gouvernement civil. Le caraotire eonfessionvel du service ax ot la 
Pparait, impersonnelle de 'iuvitation reque (elle ne portait pas ia signature 
autorsté publique), ont fait croire AM. Jaurrieta que son absence ne sarait 
hullemest interprétée comme un acte désobligeant. Toutefvis, je lui fais parvenir des 
ructions opérantes, 
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tions explicites du représentant consulaire d'E yh. =e 
e qui de droit ot agréer, & es ats 





[ B 8621/7493/65) us. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to the Marquess of Crewe (Paris). 


My Lond Foreign Office, September 3, 123 
frnceal at Jocbasiga in xbsoating Himself from the Sua service beld on the Zod Sune 
last to oolobrate the birthil f His Majesty the Ki I fa fe dials Oo pore 
exenws pt frwatl by the onelznera eta tbe c satebean ie 

2 Your Lordship abould thore 

to M. Peretti hat ausk in the case, but that, ia 
expressing tholr regret ax to what necurred, His Majesty's Goverament will b 
to regard the consul-general'a action’ ae due Se cmsretake 

the comagowats ston or ve os ple mapped of the 

Tam, & 
GERZON OF KEDLESTON, 





(/B 8621/7493/65} No. 36, 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Kennard (Rome). 


(No. 1100,) 
Ber ae Foreign Off, September 
| HAVE received your dawpatah No, 730 of dhe 4 ultimo rogunin 
st the Italian coorulgoneral at Jerusalem on the oo 
Tix Majesty the King’s b 
te mae o four note of the Stl ati 
Mi Ot inaint upon a written reply. 
Taian Government par ob nanny the am 
maken by Hie Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires in Paris on the 
subject, and is based it the French Government have declined to 
silo fr the nt ral.” No oficial intimation to thin ofect baa 
No, 1898 of the drh ulti r se entboesd. oe 
Mr, Phipps which 1. 

Noh I tranwmit a. copy, us take 
eomi-official = with @ pare inform the Quai d’Orwy that Hix Majours . ‘Gaus 
wens tre unable to rogunt the explanations prollred of the Frouch representative's 
action J ein ux wholly satistiaetory You should therefore i eae the Italian 
Hori Cio wml hn your ute may be tam insanity, 
tha : : 
hat, eo receiving” am exprewioa of 1 an, His, Majenty's Government 
se ee rected to rogard the acti of the lalian oreaul aa having. bee hy 
pontible miaapprubension of the im»portance of the ooeasio 

Tan 


&e. 
GURZOS OF KEDLESTON 





[E 8971/2204/89) 


Consul Palmer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Sapte 
(No. 156, 
My Lori 

SERIOUS reverse to F ssert patrol 

I have the honoor to refe Vaughan: 


10th August concerning the above su 
3"E'Nejdian, claiming to be the sole survivor of the entire French patrol, 


the following account of the incident to Fozan-es-Sabij in the presence of my sve 
aoe een Sitio actual fighting would seem to have heen on ot about the OF August 
oregon gene of the French even mare severe than Mr. Vaoghan-Rassell hear! at 


Alepp 


Damascus, Auguat 17, 192% 


ssell's despatch No. 78 of the 


RO he same time Lean accept no rosponsibility for the complete veracity of 
ay informant ; but the story is, at all events, that of an eye-witness, 

4. Version follows : 

“Ten da a body of the French garrison encamping at Deir 
“and Tunisian troops, mounted on dromedarie 


rs wo, French lieutenants, proce 


* the leadershi h captain wad t 
se ore faskish bomndarics near Nisibin, hoping to got as far axthe bank 
of the Tigeis, within the Irak boundaries. 
Tee eet this, body of French dromodaries and very politely 
explained to them that they rauat go back, an escorted them tack (0 their 


by the Bedouins in his service that he 
‘of the Tigeia for fear that he might have 
sot me dh the. Jenirah teibos ; but he rotted to Hinton to any advicg and 
{roa That his force should go forward again. On the arrival of this French 
1 kin men in the Jeziruh district they started to behave badly wowards 

nat women, and shay even iarulted the Bedouin chiefs who ventured 

‘wan that tho French ‘captain had to order bia man 10 

vote Bedouins nnd care them off; but the Bedouins united in, large 

‘to fire at the troops, Soon the French captain was killed, 

Sroand and gave tlie order to dismount 


h loader wax warne 
should not aim to a 


ae the two Hroutenants took over ¥ 
aoe ane the machine-guns against tho furious mob 
Lor aaa doutnn suffered honvy. lowsen, but they wun at last and 
ra Mo fore except one Nojdian, who was in charge of 
gbtecal tho inhale fipmave that the Tedousns promised, to apace his fe if 
(Lois gun?) aud surrendered. This be finally did ; and 


‘la as to lowes soom to agree with Mr. Vaughan-Runsell's account, 
Trananot have escaped notice that this survivor declares that the patrol 
ewarritary outside the French boundaries ; but Tc ay whothor 


this was ‘agreotnent with the Irak authori 


recent conlere 
TE, as Lateongly suapoc 
larly unfortunate 


4, there was an attempt at " Liaison" with Irak, the incident 


Thavo, &e, 
GES PALMER. 


eS Se 


(.B 9889/7493/65) No. 38, 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir W. Max Muller (Warsave) 


(No. 498) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1923. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 435 of the 28th July to Mr Leeper on the 
subject of the bobiavionr of the Polish consal in Jerusalem on the oossete of His 
Slugosty’s birthday, the Polish Chars «’Adhiros called om Mr. Lindsay on the 





40 


1th ultimo 

imo to read the sub 

addressing to h oe 
Ist ultim sa 
M. Giechanowski si 

with the deepest concern and 


of the 


only have been due ple 

gay ave to some arivundst surance of local 
to the Forig cially 
prevent the 


felt sure that the Pi 
ditions, 


and added that stri 


¢e of any such lish coms 


on the 
he part of the Polish 
Tam, 4 


CURZON OF KEDLESTON 





E 8991/8991 /65] 


29, 


Acting High Com fi 

(Communissted hy Colonial Ofte, Spsonber 43 
(Telegraphio.) P. 

THAVE vow rvcsived Lausanne ‘Treat 
fm. pustld ax ts judicial and internat inne 
ile ya bel do 

under artic! 7 
aa eo 
‘Turkish 


Bagdad, Sotember 1 

consulted judicial adviser, anc 
(intratcead pnton of link at fun er 
mea As it hat ot be ntly there in no 
ights and title over any definite porta of Irak territore 


st eat hh lb ae 
“ Alfocts (1) clauws relating to natic y race pete 
sola hi aly te peta ae at 
sit, decided ip ony ander article 31” and 82 enter stlemont ot 
Mespotanian frontier” salt ha torcive sary roply tothe yer 
ei Sorat esa a 

aalrondy be uly mE 


. reno 40 
ficial communiqué pointing out of 


208 saty until arrival 





[E 9128 /2204/89) 


40, 


Acting Consul Vaujhan-Bussell to the Marquess Cu 


‘amea September 12.) 
My Lord, 


THAVE the hoooar to report further outbreaks of bgemriaae tite oe 
breaks of briganda 


n of Kedlleston.—{Receivert 


About the 2 


opersgad tt the 22nd Augusta band of about eighty armed 1 


hema in the ree rou Hari neue Autioeb, and ificted sone 


See 
Peres 
iano ae 
pet ere heake 
actually be in sfespatche in their p real. rete 
that reported in panigraph 2. While a 
bela landed from Ted Oo ae 


pe and ay ney fina ene 
Irs Mestinieh, tae beret eee 


hal bon brongbt in from the tection of derablos ta Ue 


where the French ‘bad been 
od several slightly woinaad Whe, ite 
vertain, as the Frenc 


direction of Jerablas (on the Bagdad railway) 
skirmish, where they lost eight mea killed 

Wi the rend in this aay wae una 

re naturally very reticent h 
act news af tho attack. — 

Prevalence of these outbs paren el 

‘ ng mac dicoateat here, particularly 

among ene 7 the insecurity of means of 


Who alta 
the whole matter, 


ce, of the note which the. Polish’ Government was 
h was transmitted in your despatch No. 36 


learned of the affsir 
‘lish consuls aetion coald 


a 


5. One feature of these attacks js significant, and that is that they, directed 
chicky Setince French troops or against oficils in the French and Toca Government 
‘Administration. 


I have, &e. 
VAUGHAN-RUSSELL. 





 8022/4741/91] AoxA 


The Marquesr Curaon of Kedleaton to the Marquess of Crave (Paris) 
(No 2900.) 
My Lord, Foreign Ogjce, September 12, 

WITH reference to Mr. Phipps's despatch No, 1581 of th ‘Suh ultimo on the sub- 
ject of munitions supplied to the Imam of Sonaa, aus tunable to regard x satisfac 
We reply of the French Government to the, origival munication which was 

i rete to them on my despatch No. 1655 of the Mth May last 

aed tg them om age the Freach Government in their note of the Sth. Avent: 
dackea in Me Phigpe's despatch under reference, wiato that. the French Yolonial 
Crete eben always refused perziasion 10 export anunitions, from Jibuti in 
Adtainlatration Mo terms of the Arias Traffic Convention, . T would, however point 
secordane irigsnal Teport o@ the wubject contained no indicatica or angie that 
uk that the origferred to wore ehipped from Jibuti. The sbipment of ‘such material 

etre more eourenvently, have been made direct from Fran 

1 a the second place the French Government in the weeond paragraph of their 
note ot ie bth altitn (lines & and th} refer to n commercial convention, with the Imam, 
of which His Majonty's ave no knowledge. 

4. In addrowing sation to the hy Government, your 
Lordship should point ov Jiboti tioned as the port of export of 
there munitions which might have com europe: Tn the ovent of & oon 
veotion having been concladed between the French ment and the Imam, ¥ sball 
oe Heya ll ascertain diserently the term and tho date of this instrument 

aM dould regard with concern the existence of such an ag a aflocting 
the predominant Interests of Hin Majesty's Government on the oust Cost of the Ket 
Sea, expecially at the ps juncture when nogotiations are in progress for the cone 
Sea, oopeeialy i wit Doub the Ima of Sona. and the Idris. Any form of atlomptod 
clusion of ircion. ob, tkia coast calling for conventions vith local poreusaine © 
French Pereridderable importance, which His Majesty's Government could uot Pate by 


beg 


1 am, 
GURZON OF KEDLESTON 





[ 9151/9049/65) 
Count de Saint-Aulaire to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received 


September 18.) 


JON du Gouvernement frangain vient d’dtre_appelée par len autoritée 
mur un compl Me ia miretd clo TBtar quia été ddcouvert 
Te danumerta misia nu cours de Tinstruction, il semble résulter 
que Ie tr onnu ous Je nom de * Comité wahideddine ” ot dont Tactivité 
‘aurait rwgu des secours financit 
se vturitée Fangaiacs que Tors de In 
mrtaine persounages de Kentourage de \'Emir 
east acticat, laied entewire que ooluiel complalt eur un appui des, nutorités 
anlises en Palestine pour obt tension) de ses frontitres vers la § 
we de Franor a été chargé de sicnaler com reneeig 
rincipal Scerétaire de Sa Majesté pour lex Affaires étrangbres. 
‘ot le Gouve Titanmique en obtiendrait confirmation, il lui sorait reoonnaisat 
de bien. vou: aed conntants britanniques en Syrie qu'il ext indispensable 
isioate aide pectisiare soit refungo atx conité pro-arabes ot pro-tures qui cherchent a 


a) 5 


Yise_princiyeler 
give britamnique 
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potese Banaed ce eee ee 
Emirs Abdallah ot Fey. ata yient en 
Le Comte de Saint-Aulaire ssaisi¢, Ae, 


soit au profit d’Angora, soit au 


S soieat A nouveau dontiges 
sisjocdanie pour que les ambitions des 
ane fagon eeoiracées d'use muniére 


Ambassade de France, Landres, 
le 11 septembre 1923, 





9020 /7493/65) No. 4: 


The Marques Curson of Kedleston to the Marquess of Crewe (Vari 


(No. 

My Lond, ae Forcign Off, September 13, 1928 

° y despatch No. 2823 of the 3rd instant, relative to the 

conduct of the Frouch consul at Jeruxalom on the ocension King’ 

celebrations, I transmit, for your ‘nahi po tercrgpla yr stad 
inolading au invitation card ia original, from 


pection of the invitation card issued by the Palestine Government 


which was in all reapects identical with the card w 92 
will obwerve that no doubt coul: ait Societe he cats ae 


consul whon he ab tho 


Tam, & 
CURZON OF KEDLEST 





No, 44. 


Conaut Palmer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleton.—(Received September 14.) 
0. 159.) 
y tank, Damascus, August 24, 198 
in AVE the honour to report that the French dékiud bem as deemed ere shat 
he is temporarily to eomabine the duties of deligué to the'State wae 
of digo tthe Syrian Conder NE © te Slate of Damascor with thine 
Hot. yet quite realise what this implion exactly, but he has seen Gt to wend me 
ation of the taet, #0 that some importance must be attached to it by hive 
ia nme icra fsing betwen the Government otha Danacor Stat 
he representatives of the Syrian Confederation, who arv now definitely eatablichet 
bere. The Governor of° tho Damasous State wil not usually attend ney dees et 
Site function ae which be kuows that the President of the Syran Confocseation will 
Some months ago Se for sowe month's 
poo fo bina hiof of the Independent State of the Jebel 
mn Frevoh reprosoutative at the Druse capital 
ne power. 
If, when I was in the Jeb Drage, that his 
ug Exo of the Jebel Druze) 
y- No doubt it did. X 
rol Pash Attrash Bax sow terminate i or has been reinstated. ‘Th 
‘wench representative in the Jubel Driten will shortly be transfered Gr ake “4 
rol rp rte will shortly be transferred to the Dasasoes 
; The tiem French attitude towards the Jebel Druze hax certainly cont them some 
lives, but it is now comparatively safo for Quurists to travel, even after deck wot 


* Not printed. 
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Without escort, in districts whieh it was quite impossible to traverse in daylight 
without a large escort only two years 

I venture to think tha the French have really ashieved something in so quickly 
“ pacifying” the Jebel Druze to this extent. 

Fa Thm etateof efi nner Aloypo epponce srioun Was tba Saf may olla ut 
Aleppo to report upon, and his Inst reports to your Lordship read very soriously, 

Captain Dormyold of the Mosul Irak levies arrived here three lays ago, having 
‘come from Mosul by motor-car vid Deir Zor to Aleppo. He apparently bad two oF 
three of his men with him—all armed—and at one point he had to fight his way 
through an onganised hold-up by a small chitteh or stray band of brigands.. Three 
other cars and their oooupants were not wo lucky aa he, atid were all pillaged and the 
occupants stripped even of their clothing, 

Treslly ffl to understand why anyooe will ures the Momul-Deir-es-Zor-Aleppo 
route itt view of the comparatively ex Vik Romwdi to Rutha and Damascus, 
which will probably be inaugurated officially ia w few days, As alevady reported, tho 
British Advisor for Posts and Telegraphs at Bagdad ix now in Syria t 
final details with the postal authorities of syrin and the railway authori 
a Soe n te 
discussed with their agent fro Pal who vinited mo a few weeks ago Of course, 
the main adiva te is the facility it affords to travellers and Government 
worvants to Pea . quigkor and mote cheaply than by any other way. 

The xcheme could now only be w nus obstructionisen on the 

and wonny more touriate 


and will eventually ovoreme all 
possible opposition solely upon ite merit, which will becom 
after & very fow months 
5. ‘The present route is, howover, open to the objection that when tho snows of the 
sn waternbeds may bo serious floods Hamad, the 
ridiculous and abrolutely 


tin, to run 


the eary—upon receipt of a ta uli o that 


the bridge at Fellujah in out of actic 

Tam told the railway i to reach 
will bo continued vik Nejo to Dhara 

Bot if» short connection be eventually made from Korbela to tho main Bast tine 
it in clear that when there are floods 4t Ramadi or Fellujal tho motor-servioo could be 
run to Kertela or Nejef, Kerbela ot Nejof might temporarily be a convenient. distt 
Dating point for— 

(a,) Any eventual mail and pasongers going north to Bagslad and ‘Tebrn, 

(&) Any evontual mail ana pamengore going north w Bagdad and Tehran for 

Basta ond Ladin vik Karach 


In any case the possibilities of this alternative r 
imporntively ‘and L propose to employ the 1 
pasted 10 me shoetly tempt to reach Kurbola or Nojof by a new motor route 
from, Danasous. 

Hilla is, Tam told, the caslost existing railway station to reach at present, But 
I venture to think that T have made it suiliciontly clone to your Lordahip that no time 
should | lost in makiny a prelimionry invostig 

6, I furthor venture to reapootfully express :he hopo that ax thie trans-dosort_ trip 
will be undertaken by me under conditions of great discomfort and solely with tbo iden 
of promoting communications beewoun Irak ant Loudon, the Have spent upoa it should 
not be actually deducted from ray "local learn" Tabould still like to have this * lea 


‘w Fall back upon in ease of sudden ill-health. tae 


LES. PALMER, 
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Grea coe Jeddah, August 29, 128 
ey TP TIAVE the hovour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the Jeddah report. for 
ue period the doth July to the 20th August, 1923, 
he Fence of chia port and despatch are being seat to Alexandris, Bagdad, Jerusalem, 
a and Damnascds, TES 
vy. BULLARD, 


Enclosure in No, 45, 


Jeddah Report, July W-Auguat 20, 192 


THE King appear to have beon much annoyed on hearing of the signature of 
poson with Turkey. Hy wrote tothe ageuey at on aang at telegram might be 
‘sont to London protesting against the signature of a peace containing no reference to 
the Wakis of the Holy Place oe ts the restoration of the treasires taken, from the 


Prophet's Tomb by the Turks during the war, and the * Kibla” camo out with a bitter 
Joncting article attacking the Allien for concluding a posce in which the interuata of the 
‘Arabe are ignored. Moreover, Lam ioformed by a Persian merobant, who cune to the 
igency with letter of recommendation frum His Majesty's consul-guoeral at Mesbed, 


tat the King apoke violontly againat His Majesty's Government in his presence on two 
Orthtes ocensone, nowwsing them of breaking thelr promiaon to him both in regard to 
the * separate” peace with the Turks and in other respects. +3 
The" Kibla” promison to publish shortly the progeamine of « new society ca 
the * Mu'tamaral-Inlami” (the Islamio Conference). A meeting was held at Muna, 
during tho pilgrimage, iu support. of thin society. ‘The object of the society snoms to 
be pat-Arab rather tha pat-lalanie, and to, be the eration of the ‘King's, ine 
nguishable ambition to be King of all the Arabs. The attack, made by Wabal 
ee Yeerplgrea ae z nx camo a fillip. ‘Thore is reason to 
beliov g Hussein regarding common measures of 
defence guint the Walaa, 
‘expense thr survivors of the Yemen caravan, z 
srr pamsport yueation, which had tnen debated between the Hushimite Government 
and this agoney for over two years, han bron nettle this month. In spite of express 
fuusurances’ given to this agenoy by the Hashimite Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
December 1920 that prewar rogintration at His Majesty's conmulate at Jeddah would 
bbe ucwopted as evidence of British nationality, the Haabiaite Goverument had rf 
ie a certain British Indian, Abdil Hakim, nso British subject. although « 
copy of his pre-war royiatration cntiiente was vsuc. Hig” Majesty's 
nment Bally authorised thia agency to vufuan to visa Hashimite passporte, until 
was scttled. ‘The Hashimite Government attempted, by the usual 
to arcure the removal of the tan on Hashinmite 
‘tatomont ws to the nationality of Abdul Hakim. 
Hosein (o save his face, but the King never 
Te was oaly the desire of Sharif 
Sharaf, forwerly Hashimite reprasentative in Egypt, to go to Sux wivch induced the 
Hashimite Government. to iaue a letter conveying the stateineat that ou farther 
examination of the evidenco they had come to the conclusion thet Abdul Hakim was a 
British subject : 
The King. perforwed a typical feat on the 10th August, He left Mecca at 8 4.3 
by car, putin oral rs” work at Jeddah, and was Tok at Mecca by 9 rat. As 
ital, a reat deal of the work he did has had to be undone. His chief performance 


was to dictate in a fow sinites a “regulation for the emburknton of pilgrima”. (6 
Appendix L) ‘The chief officials assured him that it reached the acwe of wisdom, 
sank thea carpe round unt sured te that I sould Have Been writin ty novos bat eh 
imbecile. In point of fact there is some senee and yood intent behind the regolation, 
and it might have been a useful instrument if the King bad taken the trouble 
‘Sint tie Beeler cond eeloenn sat earennen 02 pes ante 
ahipuing,” So marae Ou ropelaton exooatuad only Ma fool poole ik agency 
mind whother it was applind oF, ax seems likely to hoppen, beenme a dead letter but 
the lest clause, which required all pilgrim steamers leaving Jeddah, whatever their 
destination, to carry 10 per cent. of destitutes free, called for resistance, It took 
several days, a joint protest by the foreign consuls, and a strong telegram en clair to 
the Foreign Office (for King Husscins perusal) to get th order. withdra 
Fortunately it was withdrawn, and pilgrims started bark ou x ship which had 
been waiting for two days, a few chours before permission was received from thy 
Sovernment of India for each pilgrim ship to cary, in addition to the number of 
Yilgrins allowed ‘by ber cortiiuts, 10 per soak 2f doses, proved: that the 
Ehipping companies agreed to give thom free passages, All the cocipunies established 
in India have agreed to this, and two ships left for India on the z2nd August earrying, 
in addition to the fall number of pilgrims allowed by their ce 1 dest 
fies fr whom the company povided lr ct to the Gaver of ai 
ean than rupees por head for the whole jouruey 

Tt was with great reluctanon that I recomended the provision of five passa gen #0 
carly in the season. The ouly effictive way of weeding ont the pretetled from the 
real destitute isto wait antl he end af ‘the wasn, when mont ah piles who 

we money have willingly or unwillingly bought thoir tickets, But the probl 

too big sale ti goat to bu trated Oy (Be metheds oty tine con th th 
frow the dishooest destitute, and tmeanwhile thoumnda ef Tedinns wre lying about the 
atreeta converting the whole of Jeddab, not excepting the doorstep of Hix Majesty's 
agency, into a latrine. ‘The scheme which has beon introduced is a compromine which 
could uot be avoided 

‘Toe pilgrim ution the preset moment ix roughly this 


{(0.) In Meoew and Jeddah o> 4,500 pilgrim 
(53 Get edinn ee nee 
Te is calewlater. that of (a) poriape 1,500 oan pny for thelr passayon, while the rest 
SE ey gt rim grea tag etagey peipelem tre 
At least 4,000, probably nore, will lave to be carried for nothing or for noxt. to 
port of 10 per onnt. frve, which would provide for 
10,000 odd pilgrims will in the Hedjax, will not tho 
problem, and Uhat. tbe 3,000 ropes’ alloted by the Goverument of Indic which in 
aly sufliciont to provide food for about 1,000 destitutes without loaving anything for 
cont of pammages, will have to bo increamnd, It in, however, impossible to make even an 
approxitonte estimate of the cost until two or hips have gome and gove. 
‘The entey of disreputable companies a into the pilgrim trade has addled 
4 new torror to official life in Jeddab, Among these the first place ix bold by 
Victor Schemeil ani Co., who yecured the contact this year for the transport of tho 
Mabmal aud the official’ Egyptian pilgrims, Owing to their fuilury to mond funds for 
the payment of quarantine dues, their agente—n reputable Italian firm—throw up the 
xd ince then they have had ove shady representative after another. Tho 
1) the illsadvised 
yptian Government in stating, on the strength of an ural agreemont 
alleged to have been nade by a delegate whom they rent to Mocea, that the 
payable at Jeddah bad been reduced by the Hedjax Governiuent from 90 to 40 piastros | 
and (2) the interference of a Syrian, Salih Zantut, who appenrs to have sold tickets for 
a Russian boat in which Schemeil was interested, the 'Kornilof,” after expresly 
disinteresting himself in the boat. But any sympathy thia agency may have had for 
Vietor Seiemeil and Co. lias been dispelled by che arrival in Jeddal of « sixeam of bills 
by Scheme either on ai: agent who was withdrawn lang sines or on che fina of 
Schemeil and Co., Jeddah,” which, 90 far as T know, has never existed. ‘Th 
doubtful conduct of people of this type would not call for a paragraph iy this report 
were it uot that the least irregularity io the pilgrim traffio causes the greatest conf 
aud hardship. As the result of incompetence and knavery, 200 or 300 pilgrims who bad 
bought tickets for Egypt by the steamship “ Koweit ” had to return to the shore, and 
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another boat, the “ Korailof,” was loaded with nearly twice as many pilgrims as she 
‘ought to earry, and the sitnation was ouls saved by the transfer of 300 to the Hela 
Government ateamer, the “Tawil,” and the imue by the French consul, who was 
responsible for the " Kornilof,” of a cartifiate authorising her, for the single yoynss to 
pilgrims than usnal. Another incident was 
hire,” which was 1 hy. some Syrians 
id_appared aro with a doubtful cortioate isumd at Beirut for about tic roan 
pilgrims us the ship ought to carry. Aftae booking pilgrims for Weirutand Eypt and 
th sefustag to deka thew, they booked for. Basra tod the Porsian Gul, and sctually 
embarked ssvocal hundred pilgrims, thongh the water they had oa board waa not 
sufficient for a quarter of th y. ‘The pilzrims were Sially taken off by the local 
anthorities and the ship w ually dixcous 
Bahrein,"" which is ran by. Vietor 
pay ‘eoked for, perasiesion to. toke. pilgrims. to JBoss; and thie agua 
constderable rouble iamauriog the ship abd meting hat lx othe ways he flied 
the requirements. The agent, however (Schemeil’s fourth. or fifth. in two months: did 
his boat to evade his obligatio . xd to be given to the 
pilgrims in, eaw of a broakdown, an ponent that, whi 


Che siroosstanoee ail more dlowraraglog le shat the diester of conto 
ina Ja and with thw ing knwo ova inter ho ve 

ho egyptian regulations or forvign pilgrine in Egypt caimed sexe to 
Jeddah, ‘Theo engulations state tone uo foreign pilgrian thal be allowed to laod ip 
Egypt sinless be has a. Egyptian authorities themselves allowed 
‘many hundreds of pilgeim Syria. and Pale hough Eygpt to Jeidah 
although they bad ho return tickets. In. th early impossible 
for thls agoney to roflwe. teaunt vias to, <9. Palestinians vimply Dreauar they 
hind not return. tiokets, oF avon tickets to thot ultioate destinations, and. provided 
es suoh pilgrinve produced reasonable evidence of prasewion of means aufhciont te 
take them home they were given certifiontes to that effect and traneit views for Eyypt 
lad thore been bonce sailing for Syria oF Palestine direct thie. procedure’ could "have 
Thon, n7okiohs bal there wete Sots Ong. usfertenaiecault ofthe rogalason wu 
Inodisap ryputatle chipping. companies to. the advanlage of their ies sor 
eompetitorn. ‘The: Khodivial Company rafumd to book Palestinian or Syrian pi 
tunlew they took tickets through to their final destination nod produced a cartitiont 
‘moana frow thin agency or the Frvach consalategeneral. Vietor Schemoil und Co, 
however, wito appese ts have dumped comsdenee overboard to tale rox for eangs 
weil poyy bette, lve kata to Sues to all whe. would buy Sheen, whatboe they had 
‘a oertifionte of means oF not, an ieved, where 1 
teany kind Tole etepany been 
authorities to cover any breach of the rogulations the 

he Perninn ant from Meshed (to whem refe le in the first 

Wocen Median vont. He himself deeded 


paid thre montha’ arrearn to the 
and hax promiaed on his word of 
0 Youre 
" ali road this month, « parcy of Jediah 
residents being robbed of their money and douknyx This is the first case for over two 
years, 

-veral wall merchants and shopkeepers who declareit themvelver unable to pay 
the sums which they wore ordared by the King to aubserite to the Mosque of Onur 

Fund have been thrown into prison, 


a7 


‘The cook and the Hansa boy who were mentioned in the report for Jone as having 
been arrested without charge and sent to Meoca at the time when the King's spy mania 
wnt at ite height lave been released. The boy reports that he was not illtreated, and 
after being kept a prisuoer in the barracks for some two months was released as 
‘unexpectedly as he had been arrested and with no more explanation. 

One of the results of the Royal sctivity in Jeddah on the 10th August was the 
arrest and despatch to Mecca of all the le money-changers on the change—well 
founded, of course—of changing mopey at other than the official rates ‘These men 
were, however, released after a few days’ detention. 

‘Oo the 26th Augus: a Royal order was proclaimed by crier that, with effect from 
that moment, the value of Turkiah small ootnage would be reduced by oue-half. By 
itself this order might have had little effect, bat, coupled with the knowledge that the 
King has been tryivg for mouths to get a local ‘coinage issued, it caused 60 serious a 
slump in. the value of Turkish small change, which is the universal medium for all 
fanall tranmotions i tho bazaat, that on the following day most of the shops in the 
Tamar were come and retin do any business. ‘They were opened under orders 
frum the municipality, supported by troops, 

Trin mil that the poopie of Taif ar again disturbed by far of a Wababi attack, 
and that the Hashimite Government are proparing for it by making on aerodrome at 
Taif and drafting the sweepings of tho Mooes prisons into the army. ‘The aeroplanes 
at Jeddah have diaplayed nome activity recently, There are two capable of fight, abil 
cone or other of them ix ap every norning. 

"A diapute botwren a slave-trader of Tajura and the captain of his dhow brooght 
the later tthe. Talia congul wih fll information aa wa consignment of 190 sav 
shipped from Tajura to « point some dixtance south of Jeddah during July. 

Metall of the porsius and of the dhaw conearbed: have bean vent vo Aden and. to 
the Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea, and, as the slavestrader's von, who escorted tho 
slaves hithor, ia returning shortly to Aden with the progceds of their silo, it ix hoped 
that the Political Resident in Aden may be able to take action by dlotaining this youth 
oF his money or both. 


RW. BULLARD. 


Al Kiba," 
No. 706 of July 30. 


igri affect in Jeddah customs: 219 package snoat be caine, before the end 


month of Safir or their owners will forteit the right to claim them. 
‘Arafat and other ceremonien of this yeu 
pilgrims aa having arrived by ven du 
"Tive Prophet's gift to the Ka'aba: Desoription of the arrival and ervetion of the 
*Kinwa” brought from Medina in place of 
The roturn of the Mabmal: Promi 


England, says the writer (Abul Aziz Ahmed), has been scheming for three 
to foree the hand of Humein, She and France, anxious ( et their oo 
ambitions in Trak, Palestine and Syria covered by King Hussein's signature to the 
Teeny of Veraille, were shosked toast Sih hi fens refi to oxchange Tul 
for Horopan domination. Englasd stopped his subsidy and even demanded certain 
eee rth the: Ring duly refunded Ragland erdored Ton Siu to demonstrate 
‘aginst the Hedjaz frontiers, and then isd King Hussein to restrain him, 
intending to put King Husein ander an respect af the protection of the 
Hedjan, In 1921 they informed him that the (British) Indian Government had decided 
to send a mevlical mission, with a staff of $00, to function during the pilgrimage, and 
that this Moslem mission would have the right to “take all measures necessary” for 
public health during the pilgrimage. King Hussein's refusal of this mission much 
EMnayed the Beitish agency in Jeddah and neatly led to a ruptare of relations. The 
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writer, who was in the Hedjax at the time, asked King Hussein why he had refused 
these “Mahommedan doctors. His Majesty replied (and it is significant that this 
qintation of the Royal answer should pass without comment by the editor of “Al 
‘ibla"»: ‘The matter is not =o simple ws you think. England wants to enslave us, 
* but as he cansot de this ia the Hediax By econouie exploitation she tries to do a 
“\ under cover of a medical mission. We do not forget that the members of the mission 
1 Are British Moslems, who inert the finger of Britis poles into dian alfire; that 
ia a dangerous step which Enya i# eager to take, but which I shall oppose » lon 
ane ota pero sine waceecie ees tae ee 
“ Hedjaz, of whatever race they may he and whether they are in the service of the 
san oe ot | But T object to, and K refame to accept, doctor-paliticians went by 
ngland then held her pace, but not for long. She put Exypt into India’s réle 
‘and ordered: the pone the Hedjaz quarantine measures of Abu Saad 
fund to substitute re, however, firm, and after bitter 
argument the Egyptian Government yielded and British plans collapsed. But 
upset year thie yoor has soon theen lrgelysuerea/u, and Great Best 
achieved her akjct of eibrolling two Moslem Powers aod appearing in s paitin of 
control herve. 

When the Fgyptian Government sprang upon King Hussein, in June last, their 
announcement of the despateh of an“ extraontioary tedical mission” with the Mabel 
cecort, hw realive that Kugland wax bebind thie nnd he refused it, Tt might have been 
Dotter if be had scoapted it, oF if the Egyption Governivent had accepted his refimal, 
Tenving all argument until after the pilgrimage ; but both fell into the Knglish teup 
tt no Fayptan pre which now ste to wien the eae betwen the 
two ailjoining Moslem countries is only playing England's game, 

‘as the Arab agent in Egypt lias potited out to. mee King Husain’s refomal waa 
mude in Juno, andthe icles dewpatched in July—apparently with the 

ig rweallod and of provoking the famous Fetwa from Egyptian 
dignitaties, wh have no knowledge of the British inteigues involved 


A telegram of protest sont to. King Fuad and the Egyptian press by Rgyptian 


pilgrims and a petition of protent addremed by Egyptian pi 10 King Huma are 
abo reprednced. with « ltter fou Sheikh Mudasser Ibrabkune a Soudazeae notable 
Abo a tel wont by King Fuad and various messages of protest against the 


Egyptian Goveriment and the tavo of ube Kigyptian pres ennating fv Trajan 
fand elsowhere. 


No. 707 of Auguat 2. 

Decorationx: Mostly milita 

rt al : An angry letter from “One of your ruaders,” whone style is Itoyal 
and familiar, directed against onrtain Kyyptian papers If anyon provesited Moslems 
from performing their pilgrimage it was the Emir-ul-Haj, not the Hedjax Government. 
‘The nares of members of the Mahal escort who were not allowed to land by the Emir- 
wh Haj bp an m their return to Sues, managed to eateh a boat to Jedda and 
to pettorm the plgrivage, are 

PA long ardele from AT Mokatcan” is repredoced, i whieh tho author seeks to 
prove that the Hedinx Government never jrevented the Mabmal doctors from landing, 
ince they arrived in Jeddah by ‘enrlior vomel, and that the blame rests with the 

ptinn Government. He asks experts in matters of foreign intrigue two salve the 
imystory aurrounding the whole incident 

Article from "Al Balagh,”" which states that King Hussein had good reason to fear 
the renults of accepting the Eg rdical mieaion because“ foreign baods bad. played 
* thele part by eutting the au table (Jeddah to Saakin) expressly to delay the 
“ negotiations” between himself and Cairo; also that King Humein did not refuse the 
ofa icon, enine it wan Egyptian, hut haan it was ent a Government 
which obeys British orders, and because its despatch was intended to be the first move 
towards forvign ooeupation of the holy country # 

Poem recited betare King Hussein by Aidul Aziz Sabry, of Mansourah, 


No. 708 of Auguat 5, 
Decorations : Emir Nuri Sha‘lan, of the Ruwallah, and various notables of Amman 
receive the second class of the “Nahda.” Dr. Mohammed Saleb, of the Alexandria. 


Quarstine Board, receives the fourth elase, and Sayyid Ahmed-ar-Rawi, a police ofoer 


of Irak, the order of the “ Istiklal.” esac hails 
Mee ‘ : Hussein to all Moslems by bis refusal of 


Prominence 
country, and reiterati 


"alec ‘given to the suggestion that Ki 
Teate Es tauee elting botween Moslem: countrin, in w flog 
Majesty by n« “4 4 

Coafarence of the peninsla in Meena: This, the send, confenen, which 
the Sol August war altendal by nolables fom Irak, Syria ("inluding Palestine") 
{he Yemen Sod Hdramasty an well frm th Hadj, and important conclusions were 
reached, as to which the execu committee has been commissioned 
weteip eto the ae on eight-page dou nun) ie taken 
trom Hyon pis tothe ple merit of the Hej ano attack ou the 
Egvpting Govetament’s Mabrnal policy, postry to King Hussein and a lis 
ee eaten to the Momque of Omar repair fund. The Government offical made 
Ferree in Torkieh pinstres, uve merchanta in English sovereigns 


with testimonials 


No. 709 of August 9 ten 
Desai: The ondee of “EI Naha" in bestowed on « number of doc 
(Aliluer, Sonderma, Dunlop, ke), but without explanation as to who these gentle 
aS ng the Foreign Ofico message 
Pace with Turkny : An article of bitter tone, qvoting the Foreign Ooo mem 
King Hussein on the 8th February,1918, with ita references to the libora 
See ean (rom the Turkih yok, and to His Majesty's Govern 
Wdoaoe, na proof, in the light of rooont events 
A Tagmarme, Unt Bsropean proves can simply not bo tive The Turks warned 
sa Haljas ot Allied Saclenes during the wat, aud suggested a separate 
ve ets ued i bot wets ew Spr Palostoe snd take 
Ie dita to wey sce all Eoropons are much of mucha 
Won cE any ‘European individial or body can now be believed, still loa I 
Socisions mart eat obtain fespect, They are a people who enn 
trate Mabinial: Extracts from “AL Mokattai,” "Al Balagh * and Al Mu'tadil 
fo partioular interest celty 
"generous notion: Alenars. Sshemeils Jeddal sigent having booked some hundr 
‘igre than the steamship" Kornilol™ could carry, the Hashimite Governiwent 
0 who would otherwise have suffored by being left ashore, gratis to Sues 


ecurent ship, * Roni toon wnt ty Hodeid, arying the 

avi the Yemen! caravan looted by Wahabie gratia to their homes. 
sar ee ot deations from pilyeims and pilgrim guides towanls the Meaque of Omar 
repair fund 
No. 710 of August 13 

jecorations : The Ist class of the  Nabda” for Lord Hendley 

Tanta for tho year 1342 These soust. be paid halt in gold half in Mj dolane 
17 tote £7 Tete tnt exoed thn Caged fr the ear 1528 

Figen exularkatiou regulations: See Appendix 

Te Mahmal A. ling article, quoting the Houve of Lords’ reply o the saat 
(wih reeroncoto this agency flare to abtain King, Hussein agreement daly under 
{ined} and with quotations from "Al Mokattam” dirsted against tho, religious 
Agaitarice who ised the Fetwa aguiost King Humwia, The article ie wddceue ta 
ce Arab press emphasing the eft mado ta protect the rights of wn Arabeountry, and 


eds with cheers for tha Arab ideal P 

eee Ae eee ickentModem delegation; Lon Headley and Khwaja 
Kamil-ad-Din (with the former's farewell letter to King Hussein, hin "brother in 
ee ir lint of pilgrims donations to the Mosque of Omar repair fund, 
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gust 16, 
H.: Greetiugs to the Araband the whole Moslem world on the beginning off 
y xhortations to the re in their just claims to com, 
lependence 
His Highness the Emir Ali: Has re to Taif from Mecca, 
Further list of pilgrims’ subscriptions to the Mosque of Omar repair fund. 
Rents: The notice in the last number is amended to provide that three-quarters of 
the rent must be paid in gold and the odd quarter in Mejidi dollars 


713 of August 2 
eye aa eat 
a 
the treaty obligato ie pope 
Dr, Najel-Ausils rola wan, God ie thos of sala eh 
unjust the charge of tubservienes to Brivah i Kine Hosein 


No. 713 of Auguat 23, 

Anniversary of King Humwin’s + Deserivtion of 
cotemonies of the 9th Moharrern, a that next year's anniversary will nen ¢ 
Aibs united in one Arab opire 

Sheikh Rashid Rida: A’ violont article, obargitig the King with berexy, published 
by this writer in the" Ahratn,” is countered by « reproduction of th 

King Hussein on the 11th Zil Hija, 1934. in the pe 

mas and hotables. (See No. 17 of * Al Kibla.”) 

The Mahmal: Protests against the Egyptian Goveroment and press from Syrian 
and Palestinian papers. The " Lataitel-Musawwarh,” of Cairo, which cartooued King 
Humin an a donkey, comen in for special obloquy 


2. “Al Falah." 
No. 1 of August 25. 


‘This journal, reviving after some years of sien 


that the f 
working partion having met 
Moding caravans: Safic arrival at Medina of the caravan which left Mecea by the 


jar Railway has now been completely repaired, the northern and southern 


Ghaie route 

Festival: ‘The naniversry of Humia's rvcogaition ae Kin froca whieh 
‘Arab glotin Ingin 

Drstitute pilgrima: The large mumbors of destitute pilgrims in Jeddah, finding that 
their conmule would give them no asistance, have found Tash 

who are arranging for their roaintenanca update faclitating their departure 
Deatitute pilgrim in. Metea are aleo on Government chance * : 

Hoja: talograph: Official are being apyointel tothe now telegraph oices to be 
opal pap: Ofer bing site oie no a 

Ageicalturn : Hounteous raine have fallen in Tait nnd district 

Steainship " Ruxhdi" has eetur 

Prices have fallen, thank Ga 

‘The Arab caiwe--friends and foes; Av attack on Sheikh Rashid Rid, now of 
Cairo, 

The Arats und foreigners: History shows that in their dealings with furiguers the 
Arab have always kept their pleriged word. while the forciguees have alwaye broken 
theire " Harounval-Hasbid's  Bery correspondence with Nitephorun, the  Bymntine 
Enperor, i quoted, and renders are asked to admire the close parallel between the 
position tod ota of the Bagdad caliph and thew of Ring Humeit nimilarly bosot and 
Received, today, 

igh intrigues in the Yemen: Beitish aggremion from Adeu in 1873 and Aden 
Boundary Commission disputes of 1902 

Tada asl the Arab penionula: Indian Nationalist decisions ax sates 
of Arabia and Palestine, with comments of the Calcutta paper m the 
Palestininn situation 


a 


Foreign press: Extracts from the Mesopotamian press on the distribution of 
Government lands, the rupture of negotiations between Koweit and Nejd, and the 
friendly attitude of the Sheikh of Mobammerah towards Arab nnion. 

Poctry: A kasidah by an Indian poet of Aligarh, calling on the Fast to shake off 
the fetters of the West. 


Arrexprx I 


Regulations for the Embarkation of Pilgrims leaving the Hedjaz by Sea 


[Abridged,] 
Articles Land 2. 
Steamers for which no consular officer in Jeddah is responsible shall not embark 
pilgrims, Such steamers must find a consul willing to ncoopt’ full responsibility 
for. them. 


Article 3 

Pilgrims who insist on leaving by steamers of the class referred to ubove aball give 
to the loca! , countersigned by the pilgrim's own cousul, 
absalving: the I itios from any respuruitality for what may take place on auch 
seamern If pamsgen are ality in completed, the ahtpping. agent 
stall refund tice the passage money and the mata (prim brokers ed gests) 


Fesponsible shall be liable to three months’ imprisoninent and a fine of 10L 


Article 4. 

To prevent crowiling in front of the quarantine, curtoms, passports and other 

ices, the brokers of pilgrims travelling’ ‘by steamers which comply with 

the above conditions shall give to the local authorities ounberued Tate of theme ilgitna 
for endareeneat An 7 to the pilgriran 


pilgrims are to be taken from their residence to the quay or otmbarked in 
Jightors until the above have been cunpleted and all in ready for their 
transport direct to the at alty for guilty brokers : three swonthe’ imprison: 
mont ; a second offer er his licence, 


Article 6 
The customs, quarastine and municipal authortiw shall provide ypcial eweop 
reters fr tho places whore pilgrims. congregate qunye quarantioe lees te) 
eo in jon peoaly of six montia”impraenment 


v pilgritox congregate before embarkation sball arr 
1 the construct the pilgrims’ use, 


Article 8 
The harbour-master and the Minister of Marine shall provide the nocossary n 
of lighters for the f pilgrinus from quay co steaniet, nnd shall alloc 
nm vestion, no an to obviate any 
igrims awaiting transp Neglect is punishable by the “ penalties prescribed 
above 


Article 9 
‘These penalties shall be applied on the bare report of seerot inspectors who will bo 
appointed for the purpose 


Passport and quarantine departments shall appoint supernumerary clerks for 
pilgrim season; any nezlect on the part of these clerks is punishable with the 
cribed penalties’ ‘The Kaimakam of Jeddah is respoosible for the administeut 

this procedure and will be held responsible fur any abortoominge therein. 

[11361] 





Article'11, [E 9384 /676/65 46. 

On the departure of any steamer (pilgrim steamer not specified) for Indi 
ny other country, it must take 10 per cent. of destitute pilgrims, ac: "9 Acting Consul Vaughan-Rus. guess Curzon of Kedleaton—{Received 
current customs and practice. If the steainer jt that September. 
Government will take the necessary measures (No. $9.) 

fe f My Lord, Aleppo, September 5, 19 

(Undated = Received August 11, U I HAVE the honour to report that I have learned frum a reliable souete that 
Fawzi Pasha, from Angora, has quite recently been inspecting Turkish troop 
Aintab and Urfa, and also, I learn, the troops further east near the Irak frontier. 

T have obtained confirmation’ of ui 
have heard that Fawsi Pasha has organised the foro three companies, oF 


Avrexpex TE ‘ 
Shipping Tnteltigen aks,” of irregular tro is to cross the Syrian frontier and harasa 
cilia sit a itary authortic ly after the evuc Constantinople by 

th There is no d over, tbat me bh bands which 
swash i have Aleppo: recently” have A from bases in Kemalist 
ritory, 8 many cs gands have been f sesoed of Turkish 


military equipment. Th racuation of Constanti 


is obscure, unless it may be inferre ‘ tivity on the part of the 
taba is contemplated by Fawzi Pashi these bonds, 
Wotterdam >| Hatin My informant 9 he visit of Fawzi Pasha to the Ink 
Poet Sad 2) tataia 2 dintricts; it is quite possible that bands, similar to thoso formed to operate in Syria, 
Rexption | Sees Su will be formed to earry out similar raids in Irak. For that reason, 1 venture to bring 
Servotan wily Batavia th 
Heemskerk | Dutch’ ;)| Port Soudan °-| Mombam z notin 
Tasalbar i 
pene t-pa) e VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, 
Honibay 
Hoja a Kemehi 2 . 
Sultana Karsch 


Hombay E 9818/8991 /65) 


we movements of Fawzi Pasha to your Lordship's notice 





Foreign Ofice to Colonial Ofice 


Sir, Foreign Osfce, September 20, 102 

1 AM direoted by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to-refue te yout letter of the 

Gib September, enclosing a telegram from Hix Majesty's igh Cos fie Trak 
regording the atatas of trak under the Treaty of Laser 

2 The various points raised in Sir H. Dobln'stelogram have been considered in this 

Department, and I ats to offer the following siecvations apen then 
a 5 ‘The Secretary of State is advised that the Irak froutior i» the “frontidres 
-| Be tsar prévuon par Te présout teuité” for the parpone of article 16; the provisiam abset shee 
te thes feo 


that “from tbe Mediterranean to the frontier of Persia the frontior of Turkey is Vaid 
toe ofthe State of Irak aed the special regard thereto (end 
of the fest paragraph of artclo 16 and paragraph 8); (3) there is rene 
tion of Turkish sovereignty ovet Irae wich, as rogarde the: sadinatel sta 
fixation of the frontier, if that has not been done when the treaty 
but will then date back, ‘Technically, the postion of Trai wi 
coming into foren of the Treaty of Labaanne, ny tbere wil hat 
arminics coming into free af the treaty there wll be fll Ink soporsneree 
oa (presumably the whole country les the vlayet of Mecel 
Slnwap as the frontier has been tixed, date back, as regards so much of it aa goes to Trak, 
Sasa first paragraph of VIL of the evacuation protocol provite for the taintenance 
Prias ‘verpoo! Batavia . ee I-tsschonbnte " A H. Dobie’ 
Ao poh “ ae ivan As reganis tationakts, tbe postoon of the mbabitente of 








34 


will have two yeurs from the latter date in which to opt, (heir position will not be 
materially prejudiced, The inhabitants of the rest of Irak will become Trak nationals 
oming into foree of the treaty 

5. Sir H. Dobba’s reference to the amnesty is not quite clear. Whatever may be 

fate of Mosul, the inhabitants obtain the benefit of either articles 1 or 2 of the 

sty Declaration, which are in effect the same, and in the interim the Trak 
authorities have only to abstain from dstarbing or molesting euch inhabitants of Monul 

6. As regards the distribution of the debt, it seams unlikely that the final distribu- 
tion can or will be effected before the fixation of the frontier. Even the annuities have 
only to be fixed within three months of the coming into force, and it may be doubted 
whether thin time limit will in fet be ob The division of the espital debt comes 
later; but in any ease it should be posible for the Vouncil of the Debt to fix (1) the 
shure of Trak Tess Mosul, and (2) the share of Mosul, and then to divide the latter 
between Turkey and Irak later if necosssry. 

Tam, & 


LANCELOT OLIPHANT. 





B 9450/7825 /65) No, 48 
Coloniat fice to Sir H. Dobbs (Iagdad).— (Communicated to Foreign Office 


(Confideutial.) 
Sir, Downing Street, September 20, 1923. 

1 HAVE thought it convenient to embody in « despatch general inxtructions as to 
the manor in which Hix § rnment expeot the High Commissioner for Trak 
to dincharge the duties with which Th this despatch the wxnct 
responsibilities which Hie Majenty's Governm re aceepted with regard to Irak will 
bo examined, and an attompt will be mad ne the exact duties which fall upon 
the High Commissioner in 6 1 With those roxponsibilitien. Ie will, however, be 
conveniont to bagin by dealing in ul tarma with the pusition under 
the Treaty of Alliance and the protec 

is the roprosmntative of His Britannic Majesty in Irak, 
will look to him ws their principal officor for securing the 
tho obligations whieh they hay n, 60 long as thoy retain 
niandatory responsibility 
will now terminate upon Trak becom 
in any ease not Inter than four years from the ratification of 
ie basie principle underlying’ the relations between the two 
peration towards a cc id, namely, the progressive establish 
independent ¢ ak, friendly to ‘and bound by gratitude aud 
obligation to. His, Britannic Jovornment, Ther» ia no question of ia 
any other object in view, and, 
roaty and ite mubsidiary are duly observed, Hix 
Britannic Majenty ninent do not propose to eriticine in detail oF to endeavour to 
tail the floancial or adminintrative arrangotnonte of t 
‘The four principles upon which the 0 of His Brita 
ont with the Government of Frok must tbe conulitional ary 


(1) That the interests of forvigners are adequately: protected 
(2.) That tho finan rosin of Hin Britannic Majesty's Gove 
guarded 
{8.) ‘That the bort use in made of ths resources of the country ; and 
(4) That, the adminintration should conform generally to the traditions and 
Principles of progressive and enlightened government. 


His Britannio Majesty's Government are prepared to leave the fulfilment of the 
third nd fourth of these principles to the Irak Administration, since in their opinion 
the employment of a number of British officials to which His Majesty King Feisal has 
agreed ix sufficiont to ensure the 

4 


acquiring the experience and capacity necesary to fit her for full membership of the 
League of Tt is boped that the arrangements which have b 
which more detailed reference will be made in this despatch, will enable His Maje 
Government to form an accurate judgment upon these matters. ‘The High Commissioner 
should realise that it is his duty, without in any way relinquishing tho personal 
sibility which hus been entrusted to hit lace His Majesty's Government in 
mn to satieiy themselves that the 
obligations which they have undertaken are being satisfactorily fulfilled, and that Trak 
is making good progress towards the end which is in view 
4. The mont serious responsibilities which reat upon His Majesty's Government in 
tion with Irak relate to hor military defence and her financial position. His 
Majesty's « nt have seb themselves to reduce as rapidly ib a 
‘miniuiim the expenditure at present imposed upon them in connection with the 
defence of Irak, and it is therofure of the utmost importance that they shoul be in a 
Position to watisly theueelves that their respousibilities in this matter are being 
diminished x rapidly as is possible, and that at the same time the general security of 
the country ia being adequately provided for. ‘The High Commissioner should keep in 
constant touch with the air officer commanding, who ix respousible for the British units 
in Irak, and should advive the Secretary of State for the Colonion how far it is 
opinion, possible to reduce the support and assistanoe which His Majeaty's Gov 
pledged to render to the armed forces of His Mujesty tho King of Irak 
pooslity of wch reduction will depend upon the exteat-ip hh Uno ak Gre 
aare able to provide for local security, and ov the degres of efficiency which is attained 
by the military organiation of Irak. ‘The financial agreement binds the [mk Govern: 
mont to vote iot lows than 25 per cont, of the revenues uf the country towards the nowt 
of defence and security. His Majesty's Government will require ta be assured. that 
this obligation ix being fulfilled, atl that the bewt use in b ule of the moneyy mo 
ade available to provide for the defence and secutit try in much & manner 
ax to reduce the obligations of His Majesty's Government in that connection to a 
His Majesty's Government are verv closely interested in the financial positon in 
Trak. Irak has accopted the transfer of certain assets from His Majesty's Government 
\ipon terms which involve a gradual repayment of the value of thoso nmota, aa 
dotormined by agreement. His Majesty's Goverument desire to be kept assured that 
the repayments due in reapect of these assets will be fully and regularly mot. Furd 
they wil ie to matinfy themselves that Irak in doing her utmost to meet from 
hor own revenues the cost of the defence and security of mntry, 10 that the 
expenditure at present falling upon His Majesty's Go nay be 
relieved. They have also to cousider the financial obligations resting upon Trak in 
connection with the payment of her eontribution towards the service of the Ottorna 
lie Debt and the a t upon her under vario 
teroational agreements You will realiwo thet, this means that His Majesty 
Government must be able to form a consid pon the whole financial pasition 
of Irak, and that all facial of first-rate interest to them, upon 
which they desire to receive the earliest possible information and ales an expression of 
the considered! opinion of their chiof representative, 


ty 

HF oF roatrict the exercive of a reasonable discretion by the High 

It ia neomsmary, however, that the latter should always reatno that hie 

e upon ‘him purely as the representative of His Majesty's 

with who the detertination of genoral policy in the tenderag of 

service to the Irak Government must ultimately rest. In forming their opinion as to 

the advice that should be tendered, His Majesty's Goverument will, of courss, avail 

themselves to the full of the assistance which their principal representative is ina 

Position to afford them, in virtue of his experieuce and his direct contact with 
Circumstances and tendencies in Trak. 

7. The responsibilities of Hie Majesty's Government in Irak arising out of the 
acceptance by His Britannic Majesty of a mandate under the League of Nations are 
a8 follows -— 

(1.) The rendering of administrative allvice and assistance to the State of Irak. 

(2) The framing of an urganic law, which shall take account of the rights, interests 

and wishes of all the population, 





(0:) The duty of securing freedom of conscience and equality of rights to all the 
Nahattianta of Tk irespestive of race, religion, oF language, and. the 
tintenance of Trak terror integrity 

4.) The control of the foreign relations of Irak: : 

te) Tha doty of ealeguarding, tbo intreste of foreiguecs in judicial matters and 
the prevention of discrimination against the pationals o€ any State, member 
of the League of Nations (or of any State to which His Majesty has agreed 
to acoord the same rights, &e, an to a member of the League). : 

(6. The duty of svfoguarding tntersstional rights in ak, of adhering: on lebalf 
of Irak to certain international conventions approved by the League of 
Nations and of seciring the performancs of international obligntions. by 

Ot which the following. are included amongst those specitcally 


of transit across Tak territory. 

Now-obatruction of missionary enterprise, 

‘The enactwent und execution uf « law of autiquities 

Covoperstion in. the execution of any common policy adopted by the 
Taeague of Nations for preventing and combating disease, including 
diseases of plants and animals 


Iti the duty of the High Commissioner, subject to the direction of His Majesty's 
Govorument, to formance of the above obligations which His Majesty's 
Jovernmeat have Joverniments aad nationals of other States 
‘na well as towards the Government and inhabitants of Teak, 

8, In order to perform tho obligations of His Majesty's Government and to secure 
theie intoreste with dun rygard to tho independence of the Irak State, His Britannic 
Majesty hus entered into a teoaty and protocol with His Majesty the King of Irak. 
(Annex (A))® 3 

Unser thin troaty the King of Trak binds his Gorernment to secure the due 
performance of the intornul and tnternational obligations set out aluve, for which Hu 
Britannic Majonty ix roponsible as mandatory, Tho treaty also secures the, performance 
fand_progrosnive liquidation of thine financial obligations which the Trak Government 
have incurred, o may ineur, by ronson of the capital axgeta tennsteered and the support 
‘and axsintance renlored to Irak by Hix Britannic Majesty's and it provides 
for the conclusion of cortain subsidiary agreements under articl 

9. Hin Majesty the King of Trak ban furl 
olciala serving the Trak Govsrnment, which ar 
fof State to wach of auch officials. (Annex (1).)* 

10, The procedure which should continue pending the ostablishment of » constita 
tional Tegialatire is as follows 

A copy of the ageads (with relevant documents) 10 be laid before each meeting of 
the Couned of State should be forwarded by tho secrotary of the council to. the High 
Comminsionor nv early ws prasible before the date of the wyeeting 

“A eopw at the pivewediogn at each mooting sbuuld be forwarded in the save soanner 
to the High Commissionar for his comments at the same tine wx such proceedings are 
ubanit ing for confirmation, 
mt eports of the relations of the Counell of State sboukd Inv subsoitted sumal- 
tancously King und to the High Commissioner, these resolutions not being 
oinfime by the King until an interval of forty-vight hours has elapsed and the Hig 
Coiomissionee bax hal an opportunity of exproasing his opinion shoul he desire to 
wader wlvi 


11, By virtue of t lire agresi to by the King in approving the terms of 

i rod to in paragraph ¥ above, tho High Commissioner 

in & powition to obtain information of any leginlative action contemplated by the 

rerninont which affeeta the in financial obligations and interests 

Majesty's Government or the duo performance by the Irak Govern- 

tient of ite obligations under the treaty nnd sulsidiary agreements ‘Tho High 
Commissioner will call upon the senior British officer in ench Ministry to keep bi 

informed, through the’ appropriate member of the High Commissioner's staff, of all 

proposed legislation ; nnd when the proposed legislation in bis opinion affects the above- 

mentioned interests snd obligations he will eall for a copy of the draft before it is 

submitted to the legulative body, If be considers or is advised that the draft 


+ Not peated, 


aT 


legislation does not adversely affect in any important: degree the above-n ed 
obligations and interests, he will forward a cupy of the draft. to the Secretary of State 
bat will take no step to delay or intervene in the passage of the Bill int 
be considers or is advised that it would udversely affect these obligations and jn 
or wonld involve a breach of the obligations undertaken by the Irak Government, he 
will, in aidition to forwarding a copy of the draft to the Seoretary of State, endeavour 
to secure that the objectionable proposals are dropped oramended. If he is tinsuccesstul 
in this, official action will become necessary, and he will call on the Irak Government, 
in view of the fact that treaty obligations are involved, to have consideration of the 
legislation pastponed until the views of the Secretary of State have been obtuined, 
Only in the Inst resort will the High Commissioner call upon the King to refuse his 
assent to a meastire passed by the legislature on tho ground that it involves a 
th ry obligations 
High Coumissioner will rely upon the senior 
British officer in the 3 scufisiently informed, and fi any ease 
n which the above-mentioried intervatn # way be adversely affected or a 
preach of the treaty obligation may te involved, tw will sinilarly endeavour to senire 
that effect is given to hin views, failing which he will tender the advice which he ix 
entitled to tender under article 4 of the treaty. 

The procedure detailed in the preceding paragraph deals only with the 
prevention oF correction of uction contemplated or initinted by the Imk Government, 
Fie High Céchuiietoner ot bobulf of His Britannic Majesty's Governnient wost wan ba 
in n the Trak Gover ative and 
adi neceesary to Fulfil the treaty obligations. 

Where the notion required is ane of the speci nx of tho treaty or the 
sutsidiary agreements, ox, for example, the passing of an wntiquities Inw’ or the 
Appointment of « rita oficial ton “reserved pont.” the High Ca wn Hin 
Majenty'a representative, wil the Trek Goveroment to fulfil it obligations 
Where the action required of such specifi obligat say 
affecting the international and financial obligations and interests of Hin Hritann 
Majesty's Govorntnont, the High Corminsioner will vdvioo of His Majesty's 
Government wader article 4 of the treaty, and it will then beeane a treaty obligation 
on the Trak G guided by such aulvis 

Tf, in the cireunstan bh Cominjasionor 

Trak Government the Organio 
intern If tho 
to take administrative action, thie 
‘en can be effector) th constitutional procedure provided in the Orgauie Law, 

18, Following the procedure detailed in puragraph 10 above, copier in draft of 
all propowsd legislation which affects the international and Gnancial obligationn and 
interests of Hix Britannic Majesty's Government or the dus performance by the Trak 
Government of its obligations, will be traustitted to the Secrotary of State aa long ax 
pomible before it ix xubmitted to the logislative body. 

All legislation on the following subjects will be treated ax affecting the above. 
mentioned interests and obligations 


Amendment of the Onganie Law, 

‘The constitution and progedure of all courts having jurisdiction over forvigners 
‘The eivil, criminal wnmereinl law which such courts will apply. 

Laws affecting the empliyment and status of British officials, 


Lawes to exrry out the obligations of the treaty and the subsidiary agreement= 
Tawa affecting the Socal of Seaseial-polioy of trek 4 


ng the forvign relations of Trak or the status of nationals of other 


1 Government publication of all Jaws after onactinent vill be fewarded to 
the Secretary of State 

‘The High Commisiover will tranunit to the Secretary of State eupies ofall ngenda 
and minutes of the Council of Ministers, and also the following reports > - 

‘An anoual report. 

A periodical intelligence report. 

Such reports drawn up by British officers in the service of the Trak Government 

fs are likely to be of interest to Hin Majesty's Government. 
fuser) 
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15, The consular functions of the High Commissioners will form the subject of a 
separate despatch 
Thave, &e. 
DEVONSHIRE. 





[E 9151/9049 /65) No. 49, 
‘The Marquees Curzon of Kedleston to Count de Saint-Aulaire, 


reign Office, September 22, 
of the Lith instant 
regarding a recent. plot discov ’ the at Aleppo against the 
‘Adiviniatration in Syria, and to the alleged support given by British money to the Arab 
which was implicated in this plot 

2, Your Excellency refers in this note tv the activities of His Majesty's consular 
officers in Syria and of British, off Transjoninn, and requests me to urge upon 
them the necessity of withholding any financial supped pro-Arab or _pro-Turk 
committees who are reported to be engagee 1g or fostering agitation in 
Syrin for the bevefit of Augors and Bagdad. 

‘3. In the first plaos, T have the honour to to your Exculloncy that, 
whatover may be the inte of ia, Hin Majenty'x Govern= 
‘went are satintiod that King ents towards the French mandate in Syria 

‘ha satiniaotory ax thay wero when the lant ocomsion occurred for ine to reassure your 
Excellenoy’s Government on this matter, nor bax the w 
Trak ben rvlaxed to the extont that if any change had taken place in the interval this 
Wid nok "have. teen noticed. ‘Similar’ counilerations.epply to the ase. ol_ the 
Fimir Abdullah in ‘Transjordan, whowe amintance in co-operating with the Frevch 
authorition in Damascus State fs, [ undorntand. boen the subject of congratulation and 
appreciation by the latter, L oannot feel that, even if the statements attributed to the 

Of the Emir Abdullah and referred to in the first paragraph of your 
Excellency's note are authentic, they need be taken as indicating more than a hope 
that, whon the eventual demareatic 3yrian~Trangjordan boundary is undertaken, 
vet ‘be found possible in favour of the countey which he is wi 
uundor 0 mandate. 

4 Apart, however, fom the apprehensions of the French Government with regard 
to King Feisal and tho Emir Abdullah, {am completely at a los to understand on what 
grouids the Freuch Government. base their allegations ns to the British origin of the 
Hoancial assistance givon to suti-French plots in Syrin aod as to the activities in thi 
‘evnnection of British officers in that country. Before deciding whether to call for a 
Teport on these allegations from the officers in question, T must therefore ask your 
Excelloncy to be so good as to request your Government to formulate in as precise a 
ananer an pumible the changes hinted at in, your note, T ned hardly add that. the 
preferwent of vague charges agaioxt British officers and British honour, unsupported b 
Risers avileues, is neber fr to Brith slfcale nor just to His Majesty Govern: 

int, who have never departed in the Near East from their consistent pobiey of loyal 
‘co-operation with the French Government, 
Thave, te. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON 





[ E 9498/9498 /65) No. 50, 
Mr. Dormer to the Marquese Curzon of Kedlestou.—(Received September 24.) 


No, 122, Very Confidential.) 
My Lord, Vatican Miasion, Rome, September 10, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour to report that, according to private information which bas 
roached me, Cardinal Giorgi is proceeding to Palestine in November as Papal Legate to 
cousecrate the new church on Mount Tabor 

Caniival Giorgi holds the position of Grand Penitentiary, and is a member of the 
Congregations of Propaganda Fide, Eoclesinstical Foreign Affairs and the Oriental 
Church. But be is most identified as a Canonist, and may be regarded as entirely 
notitral in so far us political questions are concerned. He will be accompanied by about 
five persons, ainongst whom will be Father Golubovich of the Franciscan order. 


ther Goluborich is 4 Dalmatian, hus experience of Palestine and speaks fluent 

He writes articles occasionally for the "Unita Cattolica” oriticising British 

pro-Arab views. I hope prove possible to have him 

at, in any ease, it seems probable that vdvantage will be 

taken of the mission to push Italian politico-re ests, Neither Cardinal Giorgi 

nor the Vatican are likely to lend themselves to. this; but my informant tells me that 

demonstrations of * ita "will be numerous, and the Cenacle question is likely to 
figure prominently 

"As this Legation has bad the honour to report on more than one occasion, the 
non-settlement of the Cenacle question, or even the refusal of His Majest 
to discuss it apart from the question of the Holy Places, is responsible for much of the 
agitation that is directed against British policy’ in Palestine. Father Pascal Robinson 
himself maintains that there is io connection, historically or otherwise, between the two, 
‘and he continues to urge strougly tle desirability of its being re-excatnined, 

Thave given hin no encouragement that his view will find favour at thin moment, 
but, if it would bo of interest to discuss matters with him direct, I dare say he could 
arrange to go to Landon if sme sort of invitation were sent itn 

‘Ks nothing is yet announced about Cardinal Giorgi’s mnisgion and it is not geuorally 
known, I venture to beg that this despatch may be treated as confidential 

Cardinal Giorgi’s mission will be followed in March by a visit of Cardinal Bourne, 
who is stated to be taking a British pilgrimage to visit the Holy Places 

Thave, &e 
CECIL DORMER. 





[ B 9530/120/91) 


Connul-General Athan to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received 
September 25.) 

(No. 50.) 
My Lord Alexandria, September 13, 1 

T HAVE. the honour to enclose copy of a report by Dr, Morriton on this year’s 
pilgrimage 

‘A minilar communication has heen made to His Majesty's High Co o 

ave, Xe, 


ARTHUR D. ALBAN 


Enclosure in Ni 
Dr. Morrison to Conmul-General Alban, 


Alezandria, September 11, 19 
honour to offer a few observations on recent events in the quarantine 


je Epidemic in 
jp to the end of August there hail been 1,340 cases of plague in all Eyypt, aa 
woingt 428 in 1922. In the seaports the numbers are as follows: in Alexandria 
9 cases, and in Sue 22 caren After all, 1,340 casos of plague 
in Egypt in eight months ix an insignificant number, If nw had statistics to compare 
i withthe numberof eases of tuberculin coe would fed that whery plague eye ite 
units tuberonlosie destroys ita hundreds, There is still an odd straggling case of plague, 
Dut the “ epidem irtually over, safe or 


This Year's Pilgrimage. 


The pilgrimage bss come and gone without any incident of a sauitary nature, 
‘There was no epidemic disease in the Hedjax, the pilgrimage was declared un 
the sanitary station of Tor worked without a hiteb, and everything is well over. 


‘The Ugyptian Incident 


As this was hanily a sanitary trouble, it is not within my province nor my 
competence to discuss it. I content myself with declaring that all the roturned 
(uis61] 12 








60 


yptian pilyrims that Lhave seen express themselves as entirely satisfied with the 


provisions made by the King Humeio, and expecially c 
Complete abecnce ‘of Veiga wtih” they 
Whether, had disease broken out in the Holy Places, the E 

na eathosiastic an he ay Tats unable fe, whatever ita 
merits, was botween the: Egyptian King Hosein, and as thas both 
parties are orientals, they will suttle thote differences doubtless in there own wayaet 
Ey their owa metho” One hes lost in dgeity, the ther te noehany Cat PR 
that in the ond lonotr will be easy 

bets 
‘A. MORRISON 





[E 9627 /7493/65) No. 52, 


The Marquess of Cresce to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Re 
September 25.) 
(No, 2189,) 
My Lord, Paria Septem 
ON "receipt of your Lordship's despawh No, 23 the 3rd September 
Mr. Phippo called at my request on M. Laroche at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and spoke to him again respecting the discourteous behaviour of the French consul: 
gonoral at Jerusalem in absenting himself from the « service held on the 
Snd June to « 
the French Gove 
consul-general 


wot when your Lordabip's de 
instructed © momber of my staff to bring th " 
Miniatry for Foreign Affairs M. Bargeton, the official concerned at the Quai d’Oreay 
statod that ho was about to draft a note to this Rmb presting the regret of the 
Frotich Governinent, and he added that the Quai d'Orsay ex 4 that the 
consul-goneral at Joruaalor had been extremely fooliah do a grave mistake. 
‘Tho card transmitted with your Lordship's despatch was shown to A Bargeton ta 
order to prove conclusively to him that no doubt could in reality have prevailed in the 
mind of the French consul-geuoral that the service in question wan an affcial 
Lhayo the honour to transmit to your Lordship berewith a copy of » note which I 
have now reveived from the Minisiry for Foreign Affair, in which M. Poincaré 
‘expresses his regrot at the abstontion of the French cousul-general, and states that he 
ws instructed him not to fail to attend thin ceremony in. the fu Tn the 
ciroumstances, I presume that your Lord Y note as 
Linfuctory. 


R. 8, HUDSON, 


Enelowure in Ni 
nearé to the Marquess of Creve. 


M. LAmbassadour, Paris, te 20 septembre 1s 

IR ENIC PHIPPS, avait bien vonlu me fairo savoir, le 1” nolt dernier, que le 
Gouvernement, b 1 c avec regret que le consul général de France 
& Jérusalem » & un service religieux eélébré A Voceasion de 
Vaniiversaire de la © Sa Majesté lo Roi George V. 

I résulty cles explications demandées i notre consul général que celui-ci s était 
mépris wur le carnctire o Je n'en regrette pas moins son abstention 
¢t jo Tai invité A ne pas im 

% : Veuillez, &e, 
R POINCARE. 





(B 9624/9624 /89 


Acting Consul-General to the Marquess Chiraon of Kedleston 
~(Heeeived September 28.) 
(No. 124, 
My Lord, Beirout, September 12, 1 
1 HAVE the honour to report that » communiqné has becn issued by the French 
deration regarding the election of a representative couneil in 
Uhave the honour to summarise the main points of this 


ld participate in the elaboration of the budgets of 1924 and 
elect representatives to the Federal Council 
Ieis u ber. 
lly in ncoordance with Ottoman legislation by 
id in two degrees, the first degree being by universal suffmge 
country the “‘nabiyeh” and ia the towns. the quarter will be the electoral 
ie caza and the group of quarters being respectively the 


the representation of minorities 

he conditions of eligibility, of ballot, the composition councils, the 

distribution of seats, the attributions of the councils, aro to by determined by subsequent 
degree, 

Material for e ted and in available for exatnination 

wal authorities 
A list of the necessary qualiications of elootora of the firat degree is given. Electora 
must be 21 years of age, rust be able to entablish a six mouths’ domicile, must be in 


Soldiers ce gendarmes on duty cannot vote, Those not on duty, ie, on leave, of 
in retirement, 6., can 
Plural voting ix forbid 
Measures. f0F Publicity for the preliminary electoral lite are 
detailed, a well wx the formalitios to bo accomplished in raising and examining olfeations 
to the lists, After a prescribed delay, doGinitivn electoral liste will be taxwet 
Already protests have buen made against Chia communigué, and a deputation of 
Damasean totables. presented a_ petition on tha subjeot to General Weygeul onthe 
Sth September at Brirout. It ia announced that the Federal delegates of Dena 
i 10 also coming here to rogister a protest. It i apparently feared 
n Of elections, Olvections are also 
ouneils, which have not yet. been 
Some of the discontent appears 
dea itself. Such malcontents perhapa 
es will nocentuate the divisions of the shunted 
Thave, 4 
Wo A. SMART. 





(E 9629/678/91) No. 54 
Consul Palmer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 


(No. 166.) 
My Lord, Damascus, Soplember 12, 1923. 

L HAVE the honour to report that Mr, Philby passed through here, and had an 
interview with oj affaira 

Incidentally, he gave him the letters captured from Tha Saud's courier by a party 
of the Beui Sakhr—ae I reported some weeks ago upon Fozan's complaint to une. 

Mr. Philby informed we that some of the letters conveyed the plans for. the recent 
attack on Kariet-el-Milh, which was organised at Jauf by the writer—Ibn Seed 
Governor of Jauf and Skaka, 

It will be no ed politionl report for August that the Emir Abdullah 
in in favour of re the Rall, und employing the latter ayes at 
buffer between Nejd and Trangjordania. 

T have no right to express otber than an “ observer's opinion ; but I have no doubt 
whatever that the Roalla are prepared to accept this post provided they be not likely to 





e 


ve jnvolved! at once in a war with Tn Saud. Should such be clesrly the inevita 
aay Talla might not relish accepting #0 onerous a task, but if thers were any 
Tability of a fow months tranquility for them ia Janf T have not much doa 
Yosibility  lcome the chance oF getting bnek: there, and—to use a colloquialism— 
‘try and dig: themselves in” 
ke to mgree mn advance with the Kmir Abdullah's views upon this particalar 
soins F eoasidored no harm eonli result from interviews betwee the Emirs 
Aint, F conned fbn: Nawaf, and T gave them overy facility for visiting the Emir 
Abdulla, 
allel Tb Nawaf tolls mo that efforts are atill being made by the Roalla to unite 
Al nee atzch Tey the Rtoalla, Amarat, Fedaan, ke.—in » confederation to resist the 
a a Artie Wabsbia, So fur, he daclares, this attempt at union has failed but be 
Ts not nbandoved hope completely, and pointed out that if success was eventually 
a ind the Anuizeh would prove a serious obstacle even to the Wabal 
a aoe i thar be was (proceeding in a few days:to Karietel-Milb, to be ready in 
cane a ded Wahab attacks, ‘This is by che direct request of the Emir Abdullah 
Serene atthe Roalla chiefs now all seem to be ot good terms with the Emir 
[Abslullah, and Nouri wan quite reoontly awarded  Hedjasian decoration. 
a suit the present involved aituation—inevitable where Bedonios are concerted 
will eventually straightan itself out. 
re paafla would aot make at all bad buffer at Jeut. ‘They have tio blood f 
Late, With the Sultan of Nejd, nad are also on. friendly torms with several of 
Te den and Transjordanian tribes—such as the Wuld Ali, Boni Sale, &. 
ithe rencoupution By then of Jauf—if this could in any way be ofoota without & 
Tatu finplienting ‘Tranajordania) with Tha Saud—might possibly prove m useful 
tamporary yolution of Trangjordanin's dffialten on her eastera boundaries 
T have, de 
GE. S, PALME 


any posible chance of mixinterpretation, wnd in view of Sir 

Cay Confidential, of the 4th September, addressed to the Secretary 
Sate for tho Colonien--copy of which I have received st thin inoment—it may be 
Qowfil to point out once again that the Fre ies in Syrin wore seriously 
rbeel over the recent Wahsbi attack on ro afraid that 

fe anbitow might later on bring im to the gate of Damascus, aud that they 
approved of the ‘ws of Nouri und Sultan with Emir Abdullah, and gave 
owt flitier for travelling. I did not grant them visas until T had made sure 


of thin 
GES P. 





[B 9625/914/89) 


Gurson of Keilleston.—(Received 
September 28.) 


Acting Conaul-General Sn 


(No, 128.) 
My Loni, Beirout, September 14, 1 
Lord ie the honour to travian horeeith copies of three arréeés (No. 
and eer'ip Gencral Weygant regundiay’ the constitution and « 
2080) insur by CGenerplace ihe present Cupitulatry Courts, ‘Thongh dated the 
elt they hve ox. just bnen. plished 
Tuly lat they have ont duh ube Capitulationn are, according to present ideas, to 
te put into exeeution on the Ist January next 
uk ino ceca fact foreigners bythe stipulations of thoes deers eomars 
he Karan oe oi arvales 59 to 68 of The Palestine Order in Council 
wale with thang oat crm ce ciel cases, will in. Syria and the Labanon be 
See EO al french ungiatente or a taajority of French smagintrates. In 
sntitle tcl a Oyo fa ol posh caves aim tral by x British magwtrato or & 
cori of Eoglish magistrates 
Ta ane nad that the words “ nationalité étrangtre" are in. no way qualified, 
fo eae rial Aaatiey excluding Syriana nnd ielading Ostomans, are entitled 
to that appareaty sliitae courta, Lam iocined to. think that this term will bo 


subsequently modified to obviate the inconveniences and incongruities of it ge 
stecest ices and incongruities of its too general 
fi ersation with M. de Reffye, secrétaire général of the French High 
Pesce eat ead thstoeeetr ot toa oncogene ropon cake 
pal ton ffi ’ Revisit fe mtljaotec a 
onan drew ir 2 7 of The Palestine, Order 
ir Council 1322" Tuggosted that these articles acemed to provide n cotventent way 
bot ofthe dificuley, both for the roandatory authorities and the foreign subjects concerned 
reminder, and said that this point must be studied. He did 
sccabla Wie purtcacion 66 ficxigu conmuléx aneiocs: (Boe 
ine Orr Cone ie 6) 
Tith reference to. article 3 of Deoreos Noe. 2028 and 2029, T mndorstind from 
SA teh aero ert hal ter plein reat ty 
“Tuiier 
Tbstld be grateful for your. Lordship'n instructions as to the xttitade Tam to 
‘adopt towards these decrees RT vabirce Wie Bick that they are more 
favearable to foreigners tha Terperte'it Putting ood! ak, 36 ejection is 
to be raised to them in pein Tt is pomsible, however, that in questions of detail, it 
Teuy, te covedered ndviaable. vo obtain’ additional guaranteen, for instance, 
Waaien oftpersal statin which L have already entioned. T sbould be glad to know 
Teeter ct cout Ulssemden te vo be Gondecied in Lato abd Pasta or fn Betsouk Tt 
ire sl rat or sentation th xt Hy be alowed 
coat cakgeat Uhat wo ight rossonably sek the Frooth'ta adcet: vogurding 
ferent ata tre prcedre ir ont ound i arly ad G7 of the 
pastine Onder in Counc and eta inthe rer decree published by the Palestine 
Gaveromont regarding the eases of persoal state sujet to oongular jit 
To attitude of fay United Staten and Talian solleaguen iv velkely to be, very 
szmpuc waa dcr. "Peiing the ot oem on nun 
Tres to avon, ae far ux ponibe, nny dianasion either with my collesques oF tie 
French wuthorities. z : ‘ een bs 
‘The attivaio of the native press and 
tribunals. Endeav ‘made to demon can quite aafely 
entrusted to the tender mercies of the ordinary local courts, The appointment of 
Freoh maga rested oii 
in view of the separation of Syria from the Ottoman Empire by the Treaty of 
Lanes th si ofthe Captains, Tare te eek bth tary 
neseamarily be regarded as valid. Pe : 
juriediotion wn though the Ottoman Onder in Council were still applicable, bat it wou! 
ee Piatistotegulatins he postion wn wasn vo'youmbtes Po mh hao 
Dhave; ds 
W oA SMART 


Enclosure 1 in No. 59, 


Arrité (No. 2028) sur la Compétence ot Ia Comporition de eartaines des Juridictions 
idea Bate de Syrie. ce 


ARTICLE 1%, Tos tribunnus do premire instance d'Alep, Danas ot Latiaqus, a 


Cours d'Appel d'Aiap et de Damas ot [a Cour de Casmtion des Rtats de Syrie, loequ' 
oainent dune aBaire civile, administrative, commerciale ou pénale eel laquelle 
ane de parties en enus, quelle que spits situation juridique uu procds, ext do 
nationalité étrangére, sont présidés par un magistrat francais, 

Tie sidge du Ministre public pros ces juridistious pourra dans les mémes afluires 
tre eceupé par ws magia frags 
© Dane Tew mémes.afsires st Tune des parties demande in timine litte que Ia 
juridetion mot componce Tune tnajorté do jugesfrangaty, Ia Jurtition sora sopoete, 
onformément a oette demande et pour eatte affare, du président frangais, d'un amsenseur 
syren etd aesarfancie Au iba de promi inane, Tamer Cana 
sera Te juge suppléant frangais: div ressort de la Cour d’Appel, le juge q'instrust on 
Seis ener actane vues opts tees Se oe 

Ta demande d'une majorité de juges frangxia formulée in Limine Uitis nentraine 





Tobligation d i : jo_premibre inst 
dappel 

Ar 
d'Ale 


Le 


We 
pat un autre 
ou on arabe, Mai duction frangaine 
interprite judiciaire fran it aon texte arabe, Lew 
at Bre protionedos on francais 
I arrdin Aon pr 
lor es partic 
La triduction ost oortifi¢ I iets qui auront 
Vaffaire, Las traduct wertifice par ux 
t ayrien du teibaual de pewsnidiee inti 
o; Pour les affaires epdcifides vlnon Farti 
tribunal de paix er du tribunal de premidro instance d 
do In Cour d'Appol d’Alep «tend. ai 
Alaouite 
Ta compétence du tribunal ¢ 
6 n'stend nut territoire dew Alnon 
ompétence du tribunal de paix, du t 
d'Appel de Datuas wétend & 1 Etat de Darna 
La lo La Cour de Cassation 
on Btats tea, Al 
Art, 10, Cos juridictions appliquen 
Art, 11. Los affaires pdualos prévuos & 
A'inatruction francais du territoire dex Beata den Ala 
frongais do Lat olles du torritoire de I'Rtat d’Al 
francais d’Alop ; celles at do Dumas, par 
Dats 
Les cours criminelles Damas sont saisies des affaires crimine 


iets 12 peut br cs hss axduton. de toute dion rad 
rt, 14 Ls jugomenia non dann rondus 


65. 


dispositions qui précident ne sont pas applicables en matidre de statut 
Toutes dispositions contraires au présent arrété et notamment. arrété 
len 921 sont at 

viguour du présent arréte, 


WEYGAND. 


ilosure 2 in No, 55, 


Arrété (No, 2029) eur la Compétence et la Composition da cortaines Juridictions 
du Liban. 


ARTICLE 1”. Le tritunal de. premibre instanoe ot la Cour d’Appel de Beyrouth, 
ur de Chssation du Grand-Litan, lorsque contiaisseiit d'une affaire’ civile, 
intrative, commerciale, ov pénale dans Inquello Tune des partion en cause, quolle 
que noit m sitantion juridique au proots, ort de uationalité étrangire, sout présides par 
Lo widyo du Ministre public pris oon ju ous pourra, dans los memes affaires, 
tee occups par un mn ain 
Dans lea mécer affaires, si uno shox partion demande in Limine Litis, que ln 
Juridiotion soit componde d'une majorité de juges francais, la juridiction sera composée, 
confirmdément & cette demande wt tte allaire, du préxident franais, d'un assessour 
ayrion et d'un assessour franc tribunal de ‘premidre instance l'amessour frangain 
1 rensort ur d’Appel, le juge d'iusteuction 


0 in Liming litis wenteatne 
qu'h Ie juridl iastance. Pour que cot 
nt on cant en Otro réitérde danw Vote 


A article 1% ling 1, ci-downun, Je tribunal de. pix do 
th ext pr toagintent frangais 

Art. 3, Un gro e eat altachd cos juridition, Un inter 
prite judiciary fang nus juriiotions de Leyrouth, Un huiaier frangala 
affine Teyrouth 

ark tn mde Justice frangaia dont Nad rtalnce 
le Gouvernour avec Hagrdwent da Haut-Combmissaire aux prauenqu'ls dowent oocepe 

lem Ggalement chargé der fonet 
joridicton 

Art dow Farticle 1* statwont sur lon litiges 
Taflaire sont ae ladite juridiction désigués chayue annéo 
Tameinbise 

tuagistrat frangais des tata gous tandat 


ovat ou juridictions peuvent Gtre 
frangain ou en arabe 


ia doit newor texte arubo Les plaidoities peuvent étre prononoses en 


conte ou arréte sont provoneds en frangais; In traduction arabe est 
mju'une dew partion ext ayrieune ou fibansise, Les siguifications 
justioe faites A un ressortiagant ayrien ov litanais sont traduites on 
Le traduat ertfige par le ou les juges ou consellers Iitanais qui auront 
dans Taflsire. La teuluction Hes ddcisions de justice de paix ext eertiGte per me 
we libanain du tribunal de preanitre instance 
Pour les affaires spécifiées dans 'atticle 1™, la compétence tervitoriale du 
tribunal de paix de Beyrouth et du tribunal de premiéry instance de Beyrouth s'étend, 
x 





cy 


comme celle de In Cour d’Appel et de la Cour de Caasation du Grand-Liban,3 l'ensemble 
du territoire de cet t, 

TAsk10)) Go jartdichiod appliquec® la Mdgwlaken en’ vigeeardens|'Brab da Gin 
Liban. 

(tt, Ea lisp Yards "moh eek ctes faced fag 
dtinatruction frangaia dont a compétence territirales}6tea  Tensomble dow toritores 
da € \d- Lilo 

La cour criminello ile Beyrouth est saisio des affaires criminelles de son ressort par 
‘Gécisions do ronvol readues par le tribunal de premidre instance: statuaut ea tant quo 

Art. 12. Les décisions ret m matidre civile, administrativ commerciale, et 
igSorpiarcs seetsiosa ttasacdc We aateus beanie por oo Some aaah 
eu aiaaaia el caagcoleen prsseiasion son ectonieon yor Tessier Bact w bane 

LA. 1 1 peos 80's démnndé & cov lias nxboition de batts désion ronda 
prin dos juin paes apie ven esc snrurment 

opr ig a felts reados-X_on oot’ par) len! bibaoans 
capitulairos supprimads dene mptibles dos. voles de roours qu'ls pomportaleat 
Sah ia the fe appt on petseot ots ésanacok: ver ason Gis toss 
depen on aoe aa eiekon ooarerl lary Sedian be radUaice a eEE we 
wevto de ooralas diaentier 

psy then i erie a Oper ey ee mE 
pe 

Ar. 16: Toutes dpoaiiohoowrsies ou peddait art a notansivnt inels6 
No. 1109 du 16 novembre 1921 sont abe 

Art, 17, Un aeeduéultriour determiners Ta dt rer ta pat 
rita 

WE! 

Aap, te 7 juillet 1 


Toutes los quittancos pour dtre valablon doivent porter la signature de M. Georges 
Vayssio, directour-propristaire, ow colle vle Mme. P. Maraux, adwiniatrateur. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 5 


Arrics{No. 2090) flzant Ye Stat des Magintrats ot Ausiliairee de Justice fromgaie en 


Service d la Fédération dex Btate de Syrie et au Liban 
‘ot In composition de 
cortain 
Artiale 1", Pour pon tongistrat titulaire frangain 
prévuon aux Arrdtéa No. 020, les candidate doivent avoir accompli’ au 
moins dix ane de sorvieo judiciniro en France, ea Alvérie, en Tunis ros, ls 
tno not dij attachés actuollowent dane Jor servions judioiaires du B 
ou dew Etats, ou sls ne soot profosseurn A TEoole frangaine du Droit de Hey 
Art. 2. ‘La nomination wer faite par lo peésideut de la Fédération des Etats de 
Syrio ou lo Gouverneur du Grand-Liban, sur ta prdgentation du Flaut-Commisaire, apres 
ebgaemente par eonttat individuel d'uhe durse de trois anné 
‘Art. 3. Cos magintrats ot muxiliaires de justice pourront néanmoing & toute époque 
do lear contrst demander & dtre remis & la disposition de leur administration ou A cesser 
Joars fonctions, roux réseree des prosoriptions des articles 7,9 et 12 cidemous, ot 
do prévenir Twutorité qui les a nomiés de leur intention au trois mois A 


‘Art 4, Tout magiatrat ou auxiliaire de justion f tion quel 
conyuo dara dex Rints sous mandat pout dts appeld : Aun autee 

o dons ni autro Btat, sans que la dards de son contrat soit prol 

Art. 5. Si tine plainte est dépoase contre Mun d’oux of 9i Yautorité qui I's nommé 
ertine qu'elle ost fondée, le Haut-Commiwaire on ent saish Aprés avoir entendu Te 
magistrnt ov anaiiaire inetimind entouré de tous renmignements utiles, au besoin 
par envqudte, wt voir provoqué wnt de Ta Cour de Cassat 


Haut-Commmaie apprise: il peut, sur avs onforme du dt président, dsarer rss 
jstrats et ausiliaires de justice qui auront été engaués au servie 

la F&lération des Btats de Syrie ou du Liban seront nommés aux postes suivants et 

toucheront, soit du jour de leur détachement en cas de mise & la disposition par le 

Ministre de In Justice, soit du jour de leur nomination, les Lraitements capris 


Président de la C : - 40,000 
Conseiller & la Cour de Casstion 

Procureur général pris la Cour d'Appel et 

Président de Ia Cour d'Appel 34,000 

30,000 

20,000 

Suge suppléant su ressort de Ia Cour a’ App 22,000 

Greftior pris la Cour de Cossation 18,000 

eflier pra Is Cour d'Appel 16,000 

je tribuoal de proaiidre instance 15,000 

rote & Lattaquié r 000 

Hoissier pros le bureau dexéeotion 215,000 

Hoissier A Lattaquié 000 

Tnterprite prise les juridietions 000 


ee fonctions do président do la Cour do Cassation, ovnciller ot grefier A cotte 
cour seront samumées A Beyrouth et A Duinas par les mémen inaginteate ot auxiliaivos 
dejustice, Laur Unltement sera & répartir 
Te ponte dees ‘Cour de Cassation sora ocoupé proviscirement par un 
professour do TE ‘Je Droit 
Tee fonctions de preoureur gdadeul, préaident de chambre, président de tribunal, 
age instruction ot joye wupplaant h Alep, Damas, Beyrouth, et juge d'instrvction a 
iattaquis scroat reasplies chactne par un ciagiteat distin 
Tow grees A chacune dew cours duppel st chacun dos tribuuaux de proraidre 
instance, sorontdistinets, do unéine que few huisiers «'Alep, Damas, eyrouth ot 
Tata 
Le méwe interprdte franguis pourra romplir lew fonctions prix lew juridictions 
et Buyrouth ave Ia cowcours, son sex ordren, dinterpréted indighnes 
00 fe et colul do chaoun des 
00 fe 
ot dhuiasce du telbunal de probe jnstanoe 
de Lateaquis. a Geidooes ean T'Elat dee 
‘Alnoaiten 
TAHT, Loa tagiatrave ot ausiliares enggagds rogaivent une indomnité 
pour frais installation ot de Uraneport de ie tenitement 
fn ons de fall, avant Fexpiretion « ont cette indemuits 
we leur eat d equine que seme 
Tunpatation eat fhite aux. foneti fu sorvioe’ du Haut 
Conunisarint, pour ovtte indeannitd, du montant dd pery par cOx att 
‘Art. 8, iam traitement ot I évun aux deux articles p 
ruajoréa de Vindomnité 
Art. 9, Laat magintrats et auixliires francals rgojguant leur pom 
Liban oot droit au prix da voyage en premibre classe pour «ux et leur fail, hmv, 
feaine, enfant (garyons jus’ Irae mntjorté, filles justa'h leur toariaga). Hx ont deuit 
‘mdme avantage lorsquile rentrent en France, soit A Texpiration de lour engagement, 
soit avant, mnig, dane ee dernier eas, k condition d'avuireffectué un setvice duwe durée 
au imoins deux ana 
Tis nt at au retour anticipé pays de Jour famille 4 une époque 
guetonque d mais & condition dayar dit effeounge ov deflectuer da 
Tavenir tine période minims de deux aundes de lour contrat d'engagoment 
‘Ant 10, Le voyage wentend 


1. Par voie de terre, do la risidence au port dlembarquement at inversement, Je 
arquement étant Marveille et Beytouth #n Sytie ; 
er de Marseille b Beyrooth ou inversement, le prix du paso 
ément an tarif adopté par le Haut-Commissariat pour 
es fonctionnnires 
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La somme sllouée est versée avant son départ & linteressé, qui demeure libre 
lemprunter la voie qui lui convient. 

‘Art. 11. Tous lee deux ans, les magiatrats ot auxilinires frangais ont droit & un 
congé de quatre mois du jour du débarquement en France au jour du rembarquerment 
aves solde entire et un quart de Vindemnité de cherté de vie 

Art. 12. Test tent compte aux magistrats et auxiliaires qui étaient auparavant 
fonctionnaires dtu Haut-Comcnissariat dn tewsps passé par eux en Syrie et au Liban pour 
Je décompte du droit au cougé et au pastage. Siils viennent A quitter la Syrie ou le 
Liban avant expiration de leur contrat, ile conserveat le droit au passage de retour qui 
pout leur étre acquis. 

Art. 13, Un prélivement de Ia quotité légale pour lo service en France des pensions 
civiles est effeetué sur la part de leur traitement correspondant a celui qu’ils toucheraient 
fou France sis n’étaient pas détachés. Les sommes ainsi obtenues sont versées au Tréeor 
frangais par application de la loi frangaise du 30 décembre 1913, article 33. 

‘Le traitement des magistrate ct anxilinires non détachés en vertu de la loi 
pricitée n'est soumis & aucune retenue, 

‘Art. 14, Des congés ne dépassant pas trois mois peuvent ére accordés aux 
magistrats et auxiliaires de justice frangais pour maladio on affaires personnelles : & 
olde entidre, mais sans bonification pour maladie, & demi-solde pour affaires 
personnel 


Beyrouth, Le 7 juillet 1923 





(B 9627/7493/65} No, 36. 


‘The Marquess Ourzon of Keileston to the Marquess of Crewe (Paria). 


No. 3106.) 
y Lord, Foreign Office, September 28, 192%, 
T HAVE received your Londship's despatch No, 2139 of the 23rd instant, relative 
to the discourtoous behaviour of the Frouch consul at Jerusalem on the oocaxion of the 
birthday celebrations of His Majesty the King, and I approve the steps which were 
taken to pursue the matter at the Quai d'Oray, terminating in the receipt of the note 
from M. Poincaré of the 20th instant enclosed in. vour despatch under reference, 
T concur in rogandiog this roply y, and shall therefore consider the 
Imater ns closed in a0 fa a the French Government i socerne, 
“opies of your despatch and enclosure and of thia despatch are being sent to 
Hi Majorty'srepreeontatives in Teme, Warm, Madrid and et the Vatican for their 
information, 
Tam, &e. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 


[E 9662/4741 /91) No. 57. 


‘The Marquess of Crewe to the Marquess Cursow of Kedleston.—Received September 20.) 


y Lord, Paria, September 28, 19 
TH a view to carrying ont the instructions contained in paragraph 4 of your 
9's despatch No. 2000 of tho 12th instant on 1 .ct of munitions supplied 
to the Imam of Sanaa and an alleged commercial convention said to have been signed 
nt, T instructed a member of my stalf to 

discuss this matter with the off try for Foreign Affaire. 

M. de Bellefond stated that no commercial convention has been concladed with 
the Imam of Sanaa either by the French Government itself or by the Governor of 
French Somaliland, and that the words “la convention commerciale passée avec 

"Imam Yahia” in the last paragraph of the Ministry's note of the 8th August, which 
formed the enclosure to Me. Phippr's despatch No. 1881 of the Ith August, were 
perhaps somewhat misleading, and that the words “xi lo contrat commercial passé 
* entre Ufmam Yaia et M. Sicard " should have been employed. M. de Bellefond affirmed 

the French authorities had no connection whatsoever with M. Sicard and bis 
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commercial transactions, and that they could only interfere in the matter to ensure that 
0 breach of the Arms Traffic Convention should occur. M. Sicard would not be 
Permitted to export arms either from France or from French possessions to the Imam 
Of Sanaa, but it is possible that he may succeed in smugaling weapons to this ruler 
although’ M. de Bellefond declared that tho French anthorities have taken such 
precautions as are possible to prevent the export of arms from Freach Somaliland to 
Arabia. M.de Bellefood added that the French Government have now detailed an 
anned yacht for patrol work in the Red Sea in order to help in the prevention of 
smuggling of arms and slaves 

Tn view of the above explanation affered by M. de Bellefond, 1 haye not thought it 
necessary to address an official note on the subject to M. Poincaré embodying the 
Considerations set forth in the last paragraph of your Lordship's despatch undor reply. 

Thave, & 
CREWE. 





[E 9710/120/91) No, 58, 


Mr, Seott to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleaton.—{Iecoived October 1.) 
(So. 660) 
ly Ramileh, September 22, 1923. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 854 of the “8th July regarding 
the refusal of the Hedjaz Government to allow Egyptian hospitals to enter the Hedjax 
with the Mahmal, I have the honour to enclose herewith » copy of the communiqué 
which has just been issued by the Egyptian Government explaining the circumstances 
‘of the controversy from the Egyptian point of viow. 

The pablication af this document has been considerably delayed owing, I under- 
‘stand, to certain unofficial negotiations which havo been proceeding botwe the 
Egyptian and Hashimite authorities with a view toa olution to the present imparae 
being foand, which would enable the Mabmal ceremony to be carried through next 
year in the time-honoured way 

he present communiqué is a condensed version of a first communiqué which was 
drafted at a time when the difference was at its height, I understand that the firnt 
version, the text of which was never made known, was controversial and very hostile 
in tone to King Hussein, and contained the texts of the telegraphic correspondence 
leading up to the recall of the Mahal. 

Counsels of moderation, however, appear subsoquently to have prevailed, and 
after the first bitterness of the press campaign resulting from the recall of the Mahmal 

\l worn off, the desirability, from the religious point of view, of re 
‘compromise was realised on both sides. 

1 consid iat the Egyptian Ge 
justified, and showed, by consulting His Majesty's Goverament befor 
to, that they appreciated the danger of isolated action which might involve them 
troubles with their friends. 

But the result of the crisis has really given neither country cause for satisfaction, 
There is no doubt that the break in the Mabroal tradition has abocked public opinion 
in Egypt, and some impatience and disappointment have been shown at the tardy and 
incomplete account now furnished, while King Hussein, by propaganda among Egyptian 
pilgrims, has spread the belief that his own action was justified. 

‘On the other hand, the Hedjaz Government cannot view with equanimity the 
cutting off of the revenve and the supplies which accompanied the Malmal, and for 
this reason, if for uo otber, they are likely t prove amenable to the advances which 
are now being made unofficially with a view to the sending of the Mahmal next 
year. 

“As was to be expected, both Egypt and the Hedjaz exploited the part which His 
iy's Government, being the only channel of communication between tho two 
parties, was obliged to take in this matte 

T have read with great interest the views expressed by His Majesty's agent and 
consul at Jeddah regarding King Hussein's denunciation of the British intervention 
the controversy. Comments very similar to those which sppeared in the " Kibla” 
appeared ulso in the vernacular press in this country, the argument being frecly 
developed that Great Britain, for her own imperialistic ends, had fostered a quarral 








70 


between two Moslem States which need never have arisen. Tt ia naw generally known 
that the prospects of compromise being reached between the two countries are good, 
and public interest in the matter has subsided. 
will report aay further developments to your Lordship. 
Tatn sending a copy of this despatch to Jeddah. 
ave, ke 
ERNEST SCOTT, 
Acting High Commissioner 


Enclosure in No. 58. 
Communiqué 


LE, Gouvernement publid un communiqué succinct au sujet des 
causes du rappel de Ta earav Tl lui parait copendant utile de mettre 
To public au courant des détails de diftirend surgi avec le Gouveraement du Hedjaz. 

Tl était dosage que le Gouvernement fit accompagner la caravane du Mabmal de 
deux médeciue pour donner lours soins anx pilorina durant lear voyage au Hedjag et 
jusqu’h lour retour on Egypte. En ofa, la riunion de plusiours milliers de palerins 
firrivant do tour len coins du jeux Saints pour y accomplit la devoir du 

lorinage, oxige que des mesures mnitaires efficaces soiout prises en vue de privenir 
Re rronagation ded pidemien, aurtout que cette aivence considerable do palerina de 
outer conditions rend 1a contamination facile, d’autant plus que Tétat de Thygione 
publique wa Hedjax ext trix mauvais, que Yean potable ot les données alin 
Expontes A toutes sorton de pollutions en raison de Vabsance de mosurs 
efficncen, 

‘Son Excellence Mabrook Fahmy Pacha, loraqu'il scoomps née panne la 
earavano du. Malin alité d'Bimir El Hag, a obsereé que les Liewx-Saints sont 
dépourvan domeurent suns soine durant toute l'année ¢ 
attendant arrivée des pélerinn dgyptions et de la riniion méd paxgnant 
pour solliciter ses hone of TI sourmit un rapport idee aajet 3 ise Roi, 
Qui, suivant la noble tradition de géidrosité at cle pitié de 
Population so ln Terre-Sainto, manifesta snaait6t to désir de créer une pharmaci 
fan diapensairo permaneats pour Jee maladew pauvees clans Vasile dy ptien dle la Mecqu 
Un projet fut otabli on vic de romettre en état le rez-de-chausade de Vasile ot de 
construire un étage supériour, ot le Conaeil sips PPFoUVA, asi que 
Tow Uéponsen néconmaires. Lo Ministre des Wakts mr place un archi 
des ouvriens et une partio dea inatériaux de consteuction, Mai le 
hedjavin ¢ oppor A la eration du diapeoraire # de Ia pharmacies et ail ce projet ne 
put étre réaling z 

Cotte aundo, i cause de la propagation du cholira aux Indes, le Conver 
Sgyption jugea utile de Herljax deux midecins supplémentaires accompagnés 
chacun do deux désinfectours, cl ot dow médicaments nécow Lun des 

coins devait se fixer a la Mecque et Vauteo demeurer b Djoddah, pendant ta darse 
du palerinago. Tis 42 fussent installés aux xidges do. Mahmual dans los deux villes ot 
fu To dornier coavoi dew palorins de retour en Rgypte, 

Cot arrangement par itaire uo. pouvait assurément sovlever la mnoindee 
objection ni exiger un examen spécial, étant donné que le Gouw at égyption a 
Je davoir do veiller & Ia aamté do ses palorins et quil Il iacombo exclusivement de 
prendre los mesures utiles dane ce but, Du reste, en 1017 ot en 1918, iL avait ej 
fait accompagner le Mahmal do tis i celle qu'il se propeaait 
Aouvoyer ‘oette année ; calle de I quatre 

eux ek avait accompli sa técho on bureau mime du Service qua 
fuss) bien que dans I'ile oi solfectuait ta quarnntaine, sans que Ja moindre 
ilt 4té soulevde de la part des autorités du Hedjaz. Enfia, on ne pouvait pretendre 
‘que étublissement de deux dispensaires dans Ja Ville-Sainte constituit, de nimporte 
ioe fag, un empitement sur les préogatives du Gouvernement hedjazien ow sur 

Jépendance du Hodjax. 
 tonjonra entrotenues avec les autorités du Hedjax, il s'est fait un devoir de courtaisio 
Ge les informer télégraphiquement de son intention en date du 18 juin 1925 et de 
demander leur accord, 


7 
Mais & cette dépéche, le Gouvernement hedjazien répondit en oes termes : 


“ Minietive des Affaires étrangéres, Caire 
“Je prie que Yexamen de Ia question soit subordonné a In restitution, par lo 
‘ Ministire égyption des Wakfs des droits ancieus des habitants do ce ‘p 
lesquels droits ont subi dernidrement wn commencement de suppression 
contrairement  l'nsage traditionnellement établi. 
“Le Mrctsrae pes Avrarnos éreaxoines.” 


Tl était évident qu'il n'y avait aucun rapport entre ln question des soins médicaux 
assurer aux pélerins égyptions ot colle des Wakfs. Do plug, la premitre avait wn 
caructire urgent et ne pouvait admottre ancun atermoiement ; elle ne naturelle- 
ment pas, non plus, faire Vobjet d'un marchandage quelconque ; quant a la seconde, 
par contre, soulffrirait certainement aveun prijudice da fait d'un retard éventnel 
Le ( “ ne d’crire dans ce sens au Gouvernement du 
Hedjaa et le prin ¢ 1 ison oppokition, mais vans auceds. Tl était clair, par 
ailleurs, que le Gourernement égyption ne pouvait ro aoustrairo & laccomplisaewent do 
son dovoir euvers ne pilerins 1 mnpine qu'une négligence queleonque sous ce 
rapport efit pu avoir de triw fiichouses conséquonces pour le pays, peut-éire were dtre 
cause de a. eon quelque épidénio  D’autre part, Ia sate fixée pour 
départ du Mahmal approchait. et ne permetiait plus de continuer les mégocintionn 
res. fut done déei Jn minsion médicale pour Djeddah, oi 
elle arriva le 3 juillet; une semaine aprbr, lo Mabmal quittait Suoz & bord’ d 
“Babroin” et arrivait 4 Djoddah lo mardi 10 juillet. Aumsitdt, conformément aux 
instructions qui Ini avaiont ét6 données, Emir El Hag entra ‘en contact avec les 
utoritée du Hodjaz pour roprendre lex ponrparlers et faire nsliettre ln miesion 
le, Tent le tre grand regret dapprenire, A son avrivée, que les mécocinn 
égyptions qui lavaient précédé avaient été tr atorités du Hedjax 
jont saixi oor matériel roédioal, loure produits pharmacoutiques ot jusqu’s loure 
effets pernonnels, leurs valises et Tourn provisions ; ils furont waudéx au burean do 
Police et monacée de prison sous prétexte qu'ils auraient dixtribud des tracts wubvers 
par T'intertnédiaire de leurs auborloanés, alors qu wisaait que de circulairen du 
Mipartenornt de 'Hygiive nnaut aux pilerins des instructions pro 
Tnctiques en eas d'apparition du c 3, cen ciroulaires avaiont dtd publidon en Egy 
ot dos pilerins somblont ea avoir emporté quelquewunes avec vux & Djeddah ; efi 
Yea dens médecine torent sounie a la wurvilance continvelle at tin arioto de Ih 
polie 
De plus, non contentes davoir infligé aux médecins égyptiens wn traitement wuss 
singulior ot aussi inamical, les autoritées hedjasiennes 6 mirent \ propager sur le 
compte du Gouvernement égyptien les rumeurs lex plus détestables. Cent ainsi 
io brait que la mission médicale égyptienno n'a été envoyde 
au Hedjax quo po npoisonver Heat 
Voici, & co propos, Voxtmait d'uno lettre adrosée par le 1 do Djevddab ac 
Divan du Charif 


Jai Mhonneur de_porter A votre que j'ai été avert A 
plosicurs roprises que Jorsyue le Département égyption de IlHygidne publique ov 
son Directeur apprit que sa sorcellerie & Tor avait compldtenment éohoud rice 
aux efforts déployés par le Gouvernement bedjazien, par pitié pour lea palerins, et 
quiil Jit compte que ces circonstances lui étaient défavorabley, il n'a rion 
trouvé de mienx que de recourir A une veageance diabolique pour faire du mal 
“aux habitants des LiouxSainis. 

“Dans ce Int, il a décidé d’envoyer uno smission officionse vomprennnt 
rs médecing chargés dinfecter le palerinage par ses muyens scientifiques 
e provaloir ensuite de Mhygiine publique pour amsouvir 6a 
mnie il wagit 1i d'unn question sciontifique ot quill m'est 
ir jusqu’d quel point ile peuvent néwliser Jour dossoin 

finbolique pour nuire aux habitants du Hedjaz, eoit en jetant des drogu 
nocives dans les réservoirs d'eau, soit par un autre moyen, encore biew qu'il 
mt incapables de rien faire, tout étant entre les maine de ta Providlence; 
considérant, d'sutre part, quiil ext dela plus haute importance de savoir si coite 
* rumeur est vraie ou fausse, j'estime de mon devoir de soumettre la question fin 
que los tmmgures nécoires scien prises et que Diew etourne leur Miche dane 
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Bref, & In suite des conversations téléphoniques qu'il eut avec le Roi du Hedjaz, 
VBmir Ei Hag parvint A reprendre les produits pharmaceatiques qui avaient été saisis: 
mais tous ses efforts pour le convaincre d'autoriser Yadmission de la mission médicale 
demeurérent vains. I] ne put méme pas obtenir du Gouvernement hedjazien une 
réponse franche i ce sujet, mais rien que des promesses obscures ; et finalement il se 
Dutta dun rofus formel. Dans ces conjonetures, le Gouvernement égyption se vit dans 
Yobligation do donner des ordres pour le retour da Mahmal, conformémeat & V'avis 
émmis par les plus hautes autorités religieuses musulmanes en Egypte. 

zalement, avec le pl ad regret, que le Gouvernement 
herché par tous les moyens & empée 
avec son Gouvernement pendant qu'il s¢ tronvait & Djeddah. Des ordres furent mém 
donnés au commandant du “Bahrein" de ne transmettre aucun message sans fil par 


je, le Gouvernment égyptien estime de son 
wirant du différend auquel le Gouvernement 
rane ci-dessus mentionné & propos de 
certains bious wakls ramme tendrait & faire croire que les habitants da 
Hodjae suraient d'anciens droits sur des rovonas de biens wakfs et dont derni@rement 
Jo Miniatiro ces Wakfs leur aurait interrompu le béndtice Or, le Gouvern 
égyption déclare formellement que cote prétention ne repose sur aucun fovde 
I'n'y a au Miniatirw dex Wakés aucuns biens constitués en wakfs spécialement 
profit de la population du Hedjaz: nis, dane un esprit de charité envers les habitants 
pauvres dos Villes-Suintes, le Ministire @ habitude de leur distribuer des allocations 
Tnonvuellen sue les revenus de wakfa que lours constituants ont affectés aux pauvres en 
‘général, sans désignation particuliére; selon la volonté méme des coustituants, des 
Feohiorches minutiousos sont constamment faites pour s'assurer de Ia situation des 
bénéfioisiros de cos aumines ot cellés-ci coment naturellement d'éire accordées aux 
perwonnen décédées ov jugées wuffisamiment aisées pour n'en avoir plus besoin ; dans 
3 cso wat allodos hd'antres personnes, réllement dans I mine, del Mooque 
ou de Médine 
Cotto année, ily a eu plus de nouvelles aumdnes diatribuées que d’allocatios 
supprinées pour les motifs ci-desun indiquéa; Ia somme globale distribude cette 
tun» épnesé n'mporte qual montant peésdnt 
D'autre part, en co qui concerne les allocations envaydes au Hedjax par le Ministre 
don Fins i font Fobjet du différend entre los doux Goaveraomants, Ia question 
‘so rénume comme suit 
1. Le Gouvernement hedjasion réclawe. au Gouvernement dgyption une sore 
do £ E118, représentant les fraix de transport de Yambo & Médine des 
allocations én nature do Vannée 1340 de U'Hégire ; 

a causo do la suppression de certaines allocations qui 
itaiont distribudes par Vasile égyption de Ia Mecque & la population 
locale ; 

4, Th domande enfin la cause de la cessation da paioment dea allocations dex 
‘employés qui accompagnaient Je Mahmal durant son voyage & Médine. 


Voiei co qu’ll en est : 


Sur le preminr pont il xt appara que. le Gourernement deren avait Vhabituie 


dexpidior les allocations ea nature destinées aux Villes-Saintes, aux ports de Yambo 
fot de Djoddahy, tant aous le régime ottoman que sous le régime hedjazien. Un délégod 
Yennit ou pronire consigvation dana chacan de cos deux ports, sans qu'aucune 
objection ait jamais été formulée a cet égard. 

Sur le second point, il ya liea de noter que tontes Jes allocations destinées aux 
habitants da Hodjaz sont envoyées avec lo Mahmal égyption, aauf celles prenant fin 
par la mort do lours béuéliciaires 

Sur lo truisidine point, considérant qu'il s'agit des employés qui accompagnaient 
Ja caravane du Mahmal dans som voyage & Médine ot que, depuis longtemps, co voyage 
ge trouve interrompt, les allocations qui étaient accordées aux employés dont il s agit 
‘ont plus leur raison d’Stre, 

Quint aux allocatious en nature tolles quo les céréales et autres, ce sont Li dee 
dons puroment charitables de la part do Gouvernement égyption et qui n'ont absolu- 
ment rien A voir avec les Wakis Du rete, le Gouvernement égyptien @ tree 
atontivement étudié cette question. I a constaté que des firmans impériaux de 
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Redjeb 1222 et du 24 Chawal 1224; de Vordonnance impériale adressée au mois de 
Rabbi-clSani 1228 ay Vali d'Bgypte et au Cadi de la Meoque’: des firmans impériaux 
de Redjeb 1231 et de Ramadan 1236; de l'iradé sanieh de Mohamed Said Pacha, 
Vali d’Egypte: des instractions données par le Ministire des Finances an Bureau des 
Pensions en I'an 1261 de I'Hégire; de V'iradé sanieh au Ministére des Finances en 
Chaveal 1282, ainsi que d'autres documents officiels, il résulte a U'évidence : 


1. Que les allocations dont il s‘agit no représentent pas un revenu de wn 
constituent de simples dons charitables de la part dies Sultans otton 
dos Valis d' Egypte ; 

2 Quislles étaient affectées a des persounes déterminges, auxquellos elles étaient 
distribuées par I'Emir El Hag d'acconl avec les cheikhe de chaque 
triba 

3. Qu'elles niétaiont pas transmissibles par voio de succession, mais prenaient fin 
‘an décts des béndficinires ; 

4. Quelles étaient accordées A certaines tribus de bédouins pour mettre les pilerine 
Ggyptiens A Tabri de leurs sttaques et de leurs embiches, ainsi que le 
disent trés clairement les documents officiels précités. 


Test arrivé, au cours do ces denx dernibres années, que 1'Bmir El Hag a demandé 
au Gouvernement du Hedjaz de collaborer avec Iui & la distribution de ces allocations, 
conormément aux dispositions desdits documents, mais cette demande fut rejotée ot 
YRmir El Hag dot, pour éviter tout confit, low remettre au Gouvernement hedjasien 
pour les distribuer lui-méme aux personnes qui len méritent 





[1 9565/46/91] No. 89. 
Foreign Office to Dr. Naji-el~Aasit, 


Sir, Foreign Offic, October 2, 19 

T AM diesotd by the Baryoun Onrmon of Kodistcn ts aveom yoo, wits rotrooes 
to your lettar of the Sint August, in which yo mibted a new draft of article 2 of 
the Anglo Habit Teva clauine ass weil ax the considera 
tions adduced in your letter under ruply have been moat carefully exumined by hiv 
Lordahip aa woll ud by tbe Secretary of State for the Coloalea, aa 

2.1 am to inform you that His Majesty's Government have ariivad atthe 
conclusion that the draft of article 2 which you have prepared «loos uot offer any basin 
for turthe a 4 

3. Since this conclusion must be a matter of regret to. yourself, it will perhaps not 
Fieri reg pil bere lr 
avoid any possibil Hie Majesty the King of the Hedjax 
Sat Meee g tapes ree ay mat ace as 
countries might entail Thin point of view was fully exposnd in my letter of the 
9th August Br cies ae 

4. To svi all rik of yowible misapprehonson, Tum to take this opportanity to 
reiterate once again, what was already stated in the eighth paragraph af ty Iottee 
ee gregh rrp kes iene pls tia 
negotiations for the redrafting of article 2 ur any other part of the treaty, except on a busts 
which will implicitly safeguard the obligations that they assumed in Palestine and 
elsewhere, and which will allow of no two interpretations to be put on an 
this question inthe treaty. “While on the one lund, His Majstss Gorernment have 
in no way modified their sympathetic attitude towards the aspirations of the Arab 
people, which His Hashimite Majesty has ever had at bart ie equally clear that 
Shay are uasble to incur the risk of being w party to trusty which might beheld to 
infringe, or which does not implicitly recognise, the obligations which have been 
oe apee MS 

5. The Secretary of State will be glad if, whew communicating the forogeing 
to His Majesty the King of the Hedjaz, you will add that his Lordship will always be 

ly to remume discussion of the treaty on the understanding referred to ubove at au 
time that His Hashimite Majesty may desire to do ss 

Tam, &o. 
LANCELOY OLIPHANT, 

SSS SSS ee 
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[1B 9820/2204 /89} No, 60. 


Acting Conaul Vaughan-Russell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
October 3.) 
(No. 94.) 
My Lord, Aleppo, September 19, 1993, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 87 of the 28th August, regarding brigandage 
in the Aleppo district, [ have the lonour to report to your Lordship further cases which 
appear to be of more than average iinportanie. 

PPT hava, received infarastion Aint ou the T4th inataat = baud Of" irregulars” 
numbering fifteen men attacked a small hamlet near Voudehi station (on the railway 
5 miles south of Aleppo}, owned und inhabited by w notable of Aleppo wamed Mustafa- 
eLAmiry. This band robbed the inhabitants aad stripped the wife of El Amiry of all 
her personal jewellery, such as gold necklaces and bricelets, 

‘The amie band is reported to have rubbed the village of Minieni, in the me 
neighbourhood, on the following night, the 1Sth September. The inbabitante have 
brought their loses to the notice of the French authorities, who ate reported to have 
sent troops in pursuit of these briganda. 

My American colleaguo confirms the above statement that French trovps are 
patrolling the roads to the west of Aleppo, and states that on the 17th September he 
saw niumorous Fronch patrols on the main road between Alexandratta and Aleppo, 
‘and also two prisonors being brought in. Those bands are probably organised by 
the notorious ‘Nurkish brigand, Eux Demir, although no cortain informats 
available 

T have just learned, also, that on the 18th September a mo 
numbering about twenty-five men, attacked the village of Yakit Ade 
west of Aleppo) and ‘8 caravan of forty mules, whioh wore loaded with chareeul 
‘and wood for Aleppo, Having removed these loads, they reloaded these animals aid 
rode oif with gold, jowels and Valuables which they seimed from the village, 

Several casos of travellers being held ap and robbed are also rvported to the east of 
Aleppo, the victims in some cass being Irakian mubjocts, It ix very pomitle that theve 
‘outbreaks in widely soattered areas aro those foreshadowed in my despoteb No. 86 of 


the 18th August, although the villager now attacked do not figure in the list of thowe 
tagsinat which action was suppowed to be contemplated. 
have, de, 
JOR. VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, 


[E 9859/987/65) No. 61. 
The Marquis della Torretta to the Marquess Curson of Kedleaton.—(Received October 4.) 
(Translation.) 
My Lon Lalian Bmbaany, Landon, September 30, 1923, 

nco to your note of the 16th August last, I have the honour, 
Airootion of my Goverament, to notily your Lordship of the followin 
on tit allan Amtamcor at Pars bax beu autbord 1 conlute with, the 

Jovernmont the agremeat regarding the Syrian mandate, At the same time, 
Salandra has receiver! appro es feicedcny ease tian abrertie Lngte ot 
Nations of the Italian Government's agreement to the entry into force of the man 
1 Palostine. 

Government have thereby desired to demonstrate their anxiety to 
remove, in conformity with the wish expressed by your Lordship, the obstacles which 
still lntortored with the coming into operation of the mandate for Palestine, 

At tho mmo time, my Government, in communicuting the above, consider it 
necessiry to confirm the declarations made ou several oveasions since the ‘eonversation 
at Torritet, to the effect that this particular arrangement for the exercise of the manda 
in Syria and Palestine must be understood as independent of the re-oxamination of the 

eneral question respecting the mutual position of the Allien in the Fastern 
feditorrauiean as resulting fro the new situation arising from the Treaty of Lausanne 
‘us compared with that which had been previously establithed by the Treaty af Sdvres 
and the other relative conventions, 
Thave. te. 


TORKETTA. 
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[E 9872/987/65] No. 62. 
Sir E. Drummond to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston,—(Recerwed October 5) 


(Cnnumbered.) En clair. 
(Telegraphic) Goneea, October 4, 1028, 
YOUR telegram of yesterday. 
Mandates for Palestine snd Syria entored officially into force as from 
29th September. 


[B 9869/678/91) No. 63. 
Consul Palmer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced October 5.) 


(No. 169) 
My Lord, Damascus, September 19, 1923, 

THAVE the honoor to report that Fozan called upon me upon the 14th September, 

‘and showed me two letters, of which Tauniex the gist. Tn one, Nouri Shalan recognises 

Tha Soud'; in the other Thu Saud declared that if the French do not 

way from Kariet-el-Milh, which Ibn Saud declares to belong to him 

fas an adjunct of Janf, Tha Sand will attack tho Roalla wherever he Gide them, even 
within Syrian torriten 

He fortunately added that Fozan was to ask the ndvieo of * our friend Mr. Palmer" 
before presenting this letter to the Fronch authorities 

2.'In his way through bore Me. Philby made the remark that the Roalla would dy 
Vest 10 comme to nn agewerneat with Ibn Sand. 

3. From my despatch No, 166 it will bo seon that. I agreo with Emir Abdullah's 
estimate that the equilibrium could beet be secured by the nomination of Nouri ot 
Sultan Shalan as Govervor of Juuf 

4 Ax the matter was urgent and sme reply seemed needed at once, I therefire 
suggested that, tormm should te agreed to. between Nouri Shalan and Thn Saud; that 
the lattor should remove hix present Governor from Jauf and appoint Nouri Shalan as 
Gorornor of Jauf, Skaka nnd Kariot-ol-Milh. 

T pointed out that th h better method than warfare between brother 
Arabs.” It also had the advantay f both Tm Saud and the 

‘oth ould appoint Nour bien an 
cmninee, " Thia might lead to more friendly ro and avert any 
9 serious as an vltimatum to the French in Syria, followed by an eventual attack 
soa te ella in Syn 5 

9. Foran appeared to perceive the Jogie of my arguments, and upon withdrawin 

prominent ta deliver the Sua eter, and vo Write to him edvining Bima to soegh 
Totter has not beew delivered 
‘uri bas returned bere and had an interviow with Fonsn, 

Te appear that be once made mmo contemptaous remarks about Ibn Sau, ‘This 
haw a lot of weight with Bodouina 

He in now, I beliovo, rendy to write to Ibn Saud a polite lotter, which, I fanoy, 
right od this dispat 

8. T trast that your Lordship will approve of the attitude which I folt it correct to 
adopt at point blank notice, I venture to think that-the Tram 
will aleo approve, as the osoupation of Karietel-Milh and eveatival 
Wahabis upon Roallas inside Syria might lead to undesirable complica 

T should not like to sty that thi danger is averted for ever, but it apponrs likely 
to be postponed for a log enough time to allow measures to be taken and frieodly 
representatins to be taade to Ibn Saud. 
en, Tmalleratve was tat eral Birks of Ibn Suu woul! have appeared near 

‘As Tama no longer convinced of his sincere anti-Turkish feelings, it nj to me 
my duty to try amd provent this, while, on the other hand, the French, who have 
already described him axa British general,” would not have failed to say that we bad 

d him on to attack Syria 

Further, such attacks would not improve the security of the new motor-mail 
routes. 

Thave, &, 
CES. PALMER, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 63. 


Nouri Shalan to Ton Saud 
(Translation.) 

By the Name of the Mercifsl Got 
‘To whom it may concern. 

, the chiots and the notables of the Roalla tribes and the tribes uader the 
Roalla, Nouri-bin-Shalaa and the family of Shalan, residing ia Jauf district and the 
neighbouring places which were connected long ago as well as at preseat with the Nejd 
district under the Nejdian authorities, whose Sultan is His Highness Abdul Aziz-bin- 
Abdul Rahman-bin-Saud, we, whose names are beiug written down ou this document of 
nationality, and which is aigned by us, confess that El Jauf district and its surrounding 

laces are a part of the said empire, and we are of his subjects submitting to his orders 
Hots our boveurable Loed, as wel'ns he was the Lord of our fathers and grand thock 
May Almighty Gad give Bim all help, We lave the grateut honour to scksowlalge 
the fact that we are bis subjects, and therefore we wrote this document that everybody 
may soe. 
NOURI SHALAN, 


closure 2 in No, 63. 


Ton Saud to Posan-el-Sabij. 
(Translation.) 


Salaans 

AS soon aa this letter arrives to you, you ought to nagotinte with the Syrian 
Govornient,in an official way, and toll thein that Nouri-bin-Shalan, togothet with hia tribe, 
are our mubjeots and under ws, We heard these dayx that he is doing lots of mischief, 
expecially respecting the Kariet-el-Mith question—the place which is our property—and 
that he interferes in such business ax does not concem bim, for which he deserves 
punishment. Whereas he is rosiding within the Syrian territory, wo see it ix our duty 
to respect the rights of our neighbour, the honourable Syrian Government ; but if this 
Government considers Nouri as being her subject they should promise us that ho w: 
‘no more encroach upon our rights, and that he should a 
‘our subjects. If Syrin does 0 promise, we would not touch him. On the contrary, if 
the Syrian Government does not sonsider Nouri as oue of their subjects and hence could 
not promise to snfoguard our rights, we beg lave to execute any punishment upon hil 
Anywhere he may happen to be, and wo would not be respoostle for any rowult 
whatever 

Do this after having consulted our friend His Majesty's consul at Damascas about 
the way you ought to adopt in carrying out the negotiations with the Syrian Govern. 
ment, and obtain an official reply and lot us know the result as soon as ponsible, 
ploase. 


27 Zill Hijjah, 1941 
(Auguat 9, 1923), 


By tho Name of the Mereiful God) 


(Official Seal of Thn Saud ) 





(1B 9944/7493/65) No. 64, 
Sir R, Graham to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{ Received October 8,) 


Gio B03) 
fy Lord, Rome, September 29, 1922. 
IN ‘accordance with the instructions ‘omtained in your Lordship's despatch 
No. 1100 of the: Sed September, His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires informed the Direotor: 
eral of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs semi-officially that his note reganding the 
attitude of the Italian consul-zenoral at Jerusalem on the occasion nf the service held 
tocelebeate His Majesty the King's birthday might be turned into an aidemémoire, 
and requested thac he might receive an expression of regret in the same form. 
Uluve the honour t transmit herewith copy of x commnnication which T ha 
received from the Ministry stating that the absence of the Italian eonsul-general was 


due to a misunderstanding which the Italian Government deplore, and that instructions 
have boon sent to tho cansul-general with a view to preventing a recurrence of such 
incidents. 
Thave, &, 
it, GRAHAM. 


Enclosure in No. 64. 


Note from Italian Ministry for Foraign Affaira, 
(Translation.) 

THE Royal Ministry for Forsign Affairs has boen informed that on the occasion of 
religious service held in Jerusaletn in honour of His Britannic Majesty, the asting 
Ttalian consul-goueral in that city was not present at the ceremouy to which he had 
been invited. 

‘The Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honour to inform His Britannic 
Majesty's Embasty thai the absence of the aforementioned consular officer was solely 
due to'a misunderstanding, which in regretted by the Royal Government. 

Instructions have been given to the Royal cousul-genoral in Jerusalem in order 
that a similar ineoovenience may not be repeat 


Rome, September 29, 1923 





[E 9977/987/65) No. 65, 


Secretary-tieneral, League of Nations, to the Marquees Curson of Keilleston—(Received 
October 8) 
My Lord, Geneva, October 4, 1923. 

BY ‘the decision taken by the Council of the League of Natious on the 24th July, 
1922, the termas of the mandates for Syrin and Palestine woro approved, with the 
understanding that these mandates shoul si ly como into foroe us soon as 
the President of the Council had been notified wernmonts of Franco and Italy 
that the negotiations then pending between them in regard to the mandate for Syria 
hhad resulted in a fival agreement, 

In the course of its meeting on the 29th September Inst, the council, being duly 
informed by the representatives of France and Italy that the’ nogotiations in question 
had resulted in « final agreement, took note of the fact that the mandates for Syria and 
Palestine had thereby automatically and simultaneously entered into force, 

T have the honour to commusicate, for your information, the text of the minutes 
of the meeting of the council bearing on the subject. 

Thave, &e. 
ERIC DRUMMOND. 


Enclosure in No. 65, 


Htract from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in Geneva on 
September 29, 1923, 


British Mandate for Palestine. 


M, Salancra stated, on bebalf of his.Government, that a complete agreement had 
boon reached between the Governments of Franco and Italy on the subject ot the 
mandate for Syrin. There was therefore nothing to prevent the immediate entry into 
force of the mandate for Palestine, 


M. Hanotanz, on behalf of his Government, confirmed M, Salandra's statement, 
and pointed out that, in view of this agreement, the council resolution of the 24th 
‘July, 1922, would come into operation and the mindates for Palestine and Syria would 
enter into force automatically and at the same time 
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Sir Rennell Rodd expressed bis satisfaction that this question had been finally 
aettled. 

‘The council noted that, in view of the agreement between the Governments of 
Franco and Italy in respect of the wandate fir Syria, the mandates for Palestine and 
Syria would now enter into force automatically and at tl 





[E 9625/914/89) No. 66. 


Foreign Office to Acting Consul-General Smart (Beirout) 
(No. 137.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 10, 1! 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 125 of the 14th ultimo on the subject of 
certain Fronch decroes relating to judicial procedure ia Syria, I am directed by the 
Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to inform you that, with the entry into force of the 
Syrian mandate on the 29th ulti, the fare at fiberty to issue such 
ron as thay may thiok proper dealing with the judicial procedure where foreigners 
wided that auch provisions comply with the term of article 6 of the 
mandat ( tranmmitted with your despateh under reference 
do not uppoar to bo otherwise than satisfactory, exeept in wo far aa they omit any 
npocial reforenco to the personal status of foreigners. I am to inform you that this 
question will not be raised with the Bronch authorities in Europe, and that your acti 
inv drawing the attoution of the searetary:general of the French High Commision to 
the matter ix thorefore approved. You ahould now address a further note to the French 
High Commiaion stating that you havo rvesived instructions to enquire what 
regulations the Fronch authorities propos atter, and whether they 
connider that the torme of the High Cow Pi “4 proclamation of 1922 
tho wulbjoct will t yy baa for the provision of similar regulations 
in Syria, at loast where British nationals are conoorned 
‘#000 as the Treaty of Peace. with Turkey comes into force it will be necessary 
to repeil the Ottoman Order in Council, except in wo far as it applies to Exgypt, and thix 
will have the effect of putting an end to British consular juriwtiction in Syria. Ta the 
vont, however, of the Fronch authorities bringing the decrees enelosed in your despa 
tundar reference into force at w date before the ratification of the Treaty of Peace with 
‘Turkey, it will be necessary to issue m notice under the Turkey Onder in Council of 
Lout susponcling the operation of the Ottoman Order in Council in Syria. 1 am 
therwfore to recqiiext that you will report by tolograph the date finally fixed for th 
into foroe of the now decrees in ordor that tho necessary arran i may be t 
8. Copien of thia despatch are being sont. to the Colonial Office for transmission 
to Hin Majonty's High Comissi m Paleatine and Trak, to Hin Majesty's consuls 
fat Damascus anid Aleppo aud to the Acting British High Commissioners in Cairo and 
Constantivople, for their information, You should issue the necesary instructions to 
Mr, Palmer and Mr. Vaughan-Russell to ensure their compliance with the procedure 
lid down iv the new docrooy ns soon as they come into fore. sending copies of your 
despatches, togethor with copy of your note to the Frenob High Com to this 
Dopartmont for record, 
Tam, &e. 
D. G, OSBORNE. 





(1B 10097 /46/91} No. 67. 
Dr. Naji-el-Aasil to Foreign 0 ffice.—(Received October 12.) 


Hyde Park Hotel, London, 
Sir, October 12, 1923. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
aud, Oster, rogaiing the draft treaty Jetween His Britennic Majesty and His 
Hashimite Majesty, 

T immediately cxbled to Hia Majesty King Hussein to explain that His Majesty's 
Government appeared to have said their final word regarding the negotiations, and in 
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ticular as regards article 2 of the draft treaty, and asking for Hix Majest 
Instructions. 

T have just received reply from His Majesty King Hussein asking me to explain 
to the Maryaess Carzon of Kedleston that His Majesty feels sure that Great Britain 
Wishes to carry out the arrangement concluded with him on behalf of the Arabs during 
the war and does not desire to break off negotiations 


eid 
letter of the Sist August, and understanding frot the general tenor of King Hussein’ 
talons hy se petoapie: be we exepecnd ta caren osteo ob 
Government rather than break off negutiatinns, I have the honour to enquire whether 
Hi Majossrs Gcvasenan wil wlan’ Witt Rieuc ahe sasonel rectal thea 

ticle wish Tbave prepared. ‘Tho objeot ofthe nove rodrafy ta to remove 
Sabigaiten while wh thn mae foe giving it'2 lem wis wall I escBochy tateve 
cab seins sompuabis Eis hpey Hing Hoar 

If the Secrecy of Stato for Forcign ite nnd the Seortary of Stato for the 
Clean spgasd Wis lial ou « past tate ex grossa Tagua wactare vo suk 
that I may be given the opportunity of explaining the text, to such representatives of 
the Foreign Ofico sod the Coloail Olan an the Sencetatien of State/any appar tr 
meet me in order that a final text may be determined. 

With a view to avoid any possible misunderstanding or delay, I will then propose 
<ither to submit the text by cable to His Majesty King Hussein or return to Mecen 
with the draft tcesty in which sill have bees inserted auch redraft of article 9 aaimay 
have been agreed upon bere, and in that oase ask Hix Majoaty King Hussein to sign 
the treaty with His Majesty's agent and consul-genaral at Jeddab, who would doubtless 
receive the necessary instructions from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

T venture once more to ask that syinpathetic consideration may te given to my 
yroposal in order that no tone may be left unturned to reach an agreement. botw 

ia Britannic Majesty and His Majeaty King Hussein, the leader of the Arab revolt 
and the sincere friend of Great Britain. 
concasigy amt insted ty ifn Huse So oonvey bs the Storvtary of Bate 
for Foreign Ailaira personally s communication sont to mo by Hin Majesty, and T 
therefore beg to enquire whether, and if #0 at what convenient time, the Maryuos 
‘peur afew wl ey wn ind en Screens 
Tam, &o. 
NAJL-EL-ASSIL, 
Hix Hashimite Majesty's Plenipotentia 
‘and Envoy Bztraordinary 


Redvaft of Article 2, 


Hix Britannic Majesty heruby undertakes to recognine and support the 
independence of the Arsbe ‘a Ire aod TreaJordan aod io the Arab Staten of the 
Arabian Pouinsila (exclusive of Adon). Further, Hia Britannic Majesty declares his 
readiness to estahlish iv Palestino, # soon wh posible, a native representative 

t with the largest measure of independence consistent with the poliey 
n the White Paper issned by His Britannic Majesty's Government in London, 


In tho event of any of all of the Governments of these torritories, namely 
Trans-Jordan, Palestine and the Arab States, expres 
economic of political agreements with a view to the establishment of confederation, 
His Britannic Majesty undertakes, on the request of both parties concerned, to do all ia 
his power towards the realisation of this object. 

His Hashimite Majesty hereby recognises the special position of His Britanuio 
Majesty in Trak, TransJordan and Palestine. ae 

SBA. 
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[E 9044/7498 /65) No. 68. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir R. Graham (Rome). 


(No, 1924.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1023. 

I HAVE reosived your Excellency’s despatch No. 868 of the 29th ultimo relative 
to the disoourteay of the Ttalian consul in Jerusalem on the occasion of His Majesty the 
King’s birthday in June last, and I consider that the note of the Italian Government on 
the mubject, while not particularly cordial, is adeqra 

'2. In the circumstances I fool that the matter may now be dropped. 

3. Copies of this despatch are boing sent to Hlis Majesty's representatives at Paris, 
Madeid, Warsaw, and to the Holy See for their information 

am, de 
‘CURZON OF KEDLESTON 





[1B 9928/3645 /91) No. 69, 
Mr. Lindsay to Mr. Wakely (India Office). 


Doar Wakely, Foreign Office, October 13, 1923, 
OLIPHANT ie away on loave und Iam therefure onawering your lotter to him of 
wor expressions of our views oa the Government of 


any rato 
‘ahabix by 


iiggeated recognition of ‘Turkisl 
fotiers ly an 
for oon 
‘our views, and [ ean ee no reaqon to 
J tocbange them to-day in the direction desired by the Governmen 
Frdeed, the attitude of that Government is « little difficnlt to understand. One 
wondors if they have meriously thought out the effects on the prestige of the British 
Empire of polloy whereby, in Certain eventualiien, a Tirkish ae 
Titel Lo th defence of Mecca--uloss it be that they wis His Majesty's 
{ogo back on their whole Arub plley, ooistantly puraued since the begraning of the 
War, to mupport and encourage Arab natioualisin with all the assistance of British 
prestige, feos n countarwoight to Turkish pan-Turanianism and pan-Islamism. How- 
Fron, tha bring une to the ol controversy between the Foreign Office and the Govern 
thou of India ogarding: Midi Eastorn afurs, on which itis jerbapm unnecessary here 
wee cally teak Shino with the Go Indi 
‘Geveca ng, we sympathise with the Government of India’s 

sur ateelerenes and soneaitmenta ia Arabia to a rainimam and going carefully 
jn the matter of the supply of arma; but, on the other hand, we do not soe how, in view 
Of Hix Majesty's Government's declared policy and obligations since 1914, a 
Gidlerent mothod of applying them could be found than that pursued by the 

7. As for the Hejax Treaty, it does not look as if there was much chance 

ow of Hussein signing any sort of treaty with us, at auy rate unless and until the Arab 
Palestinians com their differences with the Zionists and the Palestine Government! 
When Hussein dies (or if and when he resigna) xnd Ali succeeds him, we may make a 
treaty on something like the lines of our last MGR “All wr exidto bo) sonable’ and, in 


particular, on uch better terms with Lbn Saud than his father. They ought there- 
fore to be able to reach a settle So it looks as if, in either event (no treaty or 
All), the Government of India’s fears will not be realised, 

T hope this letter may give you the kind of supplementary indication of our views 
whieh you desire. 

m sending a eopy to Shuckburgh, 
Yours sincorsly, 
R, G. LINDSAY. 





[E 10140/1019/65) No. 70. 


Mr. Henderson to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Received October 15.) 


My Lord, Constantinople, October 5, 1928. 

T HAVE the honour, with reference to your telagram No. 301 of the 2nd instant, 
to trannit to your Lordship herewith copy of the note which Uhuve to-day addressed 
to the Turkish representative hore in regard to the negotiations respecting the froutier 
between Turkey and Trak. 

2% Rearing in mind tbe ultimately regarded as constituting 
the opening of these negotiations, an week, perial 

plated under article 7 of the Evacuation Protocol did not actually expire uotil 
the 4th October, I have dated it the Sth October instead of the ath, ns T wan 
jour telegram todo. Had 1 dated it the ath the Turkish Gow 
might oventually have argued that my note could not be rogarded nx commencing the 
negotiations, singe it had been written prior to the completion of the evacuation 
‘poration (see article 7 of the Evacuation Protocol) 
4. Nor have T made any mention in the note about place or date, Iuasmuch as 
present idea i that the actual discussion hy tho Turks should be 
undesirable to enquire the views of tho ‘Turkinh 
The Turks may well propose Angora, or ut 
would be more difficult to ins 
prmare to be inert 


date on which the Turkish pewfer verbal discussions merely, would 
wii Uae t08 Toon always make each eaquiries verbally, should your Lordship 
Tamuriot te to do 60, either after rvoript of thin despatch or later, in the form of & 

ler in the event, as will probably be the cam of the Turkish reply boing womewhat 


T have, te. 
TLE HENDERSON, 
Acting High Commiasioner, 


Enclosure in No. 70, 
Mr. Henderson to Dr. Adnan Bey. 


M. le Dékigué, Constantinople, October 5, 1928. 

1 HAVE the honour, under instructions from His Majesty's principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, m your Excellency that His Majesty's Goverument, 
with view to. of c ‘on the question of the frontier between Turkey 
and Trak, would be whethe e Grand National 
Amsembly of Turkey desires, bofore procweding to.» verbal discussion, first to prosent a 
written statewont of the Turkish standpoint aud to exchange notes thereupon, or 

to verbal discussion only. 


NEVILE HENDERSON, 
Acting High Commissioner, 





(11361) 





[B 10243 /653/91) No. 71. 


Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 17.) 


(No, 78. Seoret,) 
My Lord, Jeddah, September 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the Jeddal: Report for 
the period the 30th August to the 27th September. 

Copies of this report aud despatch are Ueing sent to Alexandria, Bagdad, 
Jerusal la, Adon and Dats 

Thave, &e. 
it W, BULLARD, 


Jeddah Wreport for the Period Auguat 80 to September 27, 1923 
(Secret) 
Haahimite Ourvency. 


‘Tho Rogal order reported lant month, that the value of ‘Turkish stuall coinage wos 
reduced hy one half, was followed up, two or three days later, by the issue of the 
Hashinnito small coinage—handmiated bronze coins of from 1 piastro to & plastro in 
value, ‘The iasue was heralded by an announcement, made through the orier, that any 
peraon detected laughing at the new coins, comparing them unfaw ly with Turkish 
nickel oF criticising them in any othor way, would eithor be have bie tongue 
torn out, "The rik of iacurring such penalties waa ditanished fy the almost complete 
dixappearance of tho coins in a fow days. This disappearance i not duo, as might be 
thought, to a collision betwoen King Hussein anil a law even more dexpotic thaw his 
owne=that of ono Ch ol had ceased to circulate before the 
bronze wan issued. failure to provide a suflicleot quantity 

to Jeddah—a town of 30,000 to 40,00 
inhabitants—was less than 4,000 ‘The hronze being ludicrously inadequate i 
quantity, and Turkish nickel boing worthless, all wmoall transactions in the ba 
now mado in wilvor 1 ai cl ‘adoption of « higl 
minimum coin and the collapse i kel, af which there aro 
enormous stocks in the hands both of merch hooper and of private 
persons, lias hit the poorur classes in Jeddah very heavily. 

Tn commiereial circles, the first effect of the introduction of the new broaze coinage 
at ius fixed rato of 110 Turkish piactres = IL, gold, was good, andl the removal of the 
wildly fluotuntiog *halalos” led to lower prices and better quality in the bakeries, &e. 
But this improvement was soon checked by the inadequacy of the supplies of new 
‘coinage and tho provailing indecision as to the value of the still current Turkish mejidi 
dollar, King Hnssoin imprisons and fives money-changers who disregard his arbitrary 
rato of 7 mojidis » Ii, gold. Government departnents refuse to accept these woing, oF 
faceopt thom ns a special favour nt the current market rate of 12 to the Il, Until King 
Hussoin drives Turkish silver off the market altogether or allows it to ciroulate at its 
natural love, the o eddals will never be settled. 

A fow diiys ago ry pecimens of the now gold and silver onins, viz. 
tho gold pound (dinar), the silvor dollar (riyal). and quarter-riyal It is understood 
that thoir valuos are to be 100, 20 aud & piastees respectively. Two apecimens of each 
of those coins have been sent to the Department of Overseas Trace, whose 
hhas beon callod to the fact that whereas one of the dinars rings true, the oth 
out a dall sound. 

Ta answer to my questions the Director of Customs, who brought me the coins on 
the King’s behalf, made the following statements 


‘rs are not minted from English sovereigns melted down, but from 


old. 
(b.) The dinar will be rated at 100 pinstres as against the 112 piastres, which is 
the official rate for the English sovereign. 


(c) The value of the dinar will “therefore” be equal to that which the “Turkish 
‘gold lira had before the war. 
(@) The dinar contains rather more gold than the Turkish lira, 


‘This information was not officially given, but it is probably official, My comments 
‘on the four statements are these 


(a.) Kither this is untrue, or the gold has heen obtained by melting down Turkish 
Tiras. since it is unlikely that gold bullion has been imported. Jn any ease 
the sovereign will be used for minting dinars sooner or later, as the King 
has a large stock of them, whereas the number of Turkish liras in the 
country is not large. 

(b) and (0). {a commercial transactions in Turkey before the war the sove 
passed at 120 piastres, the Turkish lira at 108. ‘The King perhaps 1 
that the proportion is preserved so long as there is a difference of 12 piastres 

of the two coins, for, to his mind, 100: 112: : 108: 120 
pertect proportion. 
pirector of Costome coull bot dony that i€ the valve of the gold in the 
nur were really greater than that of th nal value of tho coin, the 
would be melted dow neuts oF, in mpite of the 
prohibition on export, to be smuggled out of the country. 


It in said, but without conviction, that the King wi sue the new silver in 
the exchange, and will 


“The Director of Customs implied that Government de 
ish sovereign, but at a disadvantageous rate, in 
"What will probably happen will be that the number of 
dinars in ei inadequate, and the public will be forood to part 
with their soversigne to Government at a considerable loss, 
In onder to mako another attempt to stabilise prices, which, b 
affected by the currency troubles. the King paid « vinit to Jeddah this en 
id Jectured them on thoir brutality in Keeping up pricos 
ewax doing all he coulil to help the poor. Tt wax enough, in fact, vr mako « 
Theart bleed. And, to complete the parallel, there we wanting in the 
audience thos who would havo liked to make a weasel's nose blend, but howevor 
Toudly they may rail against th King behind his back, they are dumb in 
So again the faroe of fixing prices was yono through. "To get his way the 
threats of imprisooment which happily are not likely w be carried out in Jeddah 
co of the foreign colony does something to keop the King’s tyranny 


val of a new agent is always an event in the King’s life, as it gives him 
‘opportunity to talk about the MacMabon correspondence, In iy first private 
vith His Majenty T had to wodergo the fate of ll 
le the Kinga bination of Mrs. Gummidge an 
levolonce added-poured forth the extremely . 
Texpl ‘thot | had no competence to deal with such matters, but to my question 
whother there was anythi id do to ensure that the daily relations betwern tho 
Hedjaz authorities and the agency regarding, ag, such matters as the pilgrimage 
should fun ameothly, the King could only suggest that 1 should get the Balfour 
Declaration obolished. His, Majesty never got to the violent stage, so that 1am 
robably valque atong British agents in Jeddah in not having received fom tho 
ng an offer of immediate resignation or euicide, or both The King remained 
throughout the interview in a stato of settled gloom, which was not enlivened even 
by the expression of ty personal opinion that, in comparison with tho efforts they 
put forth, the Arabs had got more out of the war than any other race or country. “The 
fact is that snany things which we consider Arab assets are not so considered by the 
King. Irak, for instance, he refuses to consider as an asset—not, I gathered, bocause 
of the mandave, but because Feisal and pot Iussein is raler there. The impression 
the King gives is that he will never be happy until he has wider pastures on’ which 
8 rear the breed of woolless sheep which he has established so successfully in the 
ledjas. 
[tise ue 





Pilgrimage. 
"Vhe repatriation of Indian destitutes now seems likely to cost less than was 
feared at tho beginning of the season. ‘The causes of this improvement in prospects 
The offer of the shipping companies not to charge for destitutes carried in 
addition to the number of pilgrims allowed by the ships’ certificates, and 
the approval of the offer by the Government of India, subject to a limit of 
10 per cont. Under this arrangement 825 destitutes have already been 
repatriated at a net cost (for food) of less than 3 rupees per head. The 
rungement therefore suits the Government of India very well. It is 
the paying pilgrims who suffer, in that they are grossly overcrowded to 
make room for their less provident fellows. ‘ 
2% The formation of a ring including all the companies which are running 
pilgrim steamers between India and Jeddah this year. ‘The elimination 
Of competition has raised the prion of passages, but it has benefited the 
Igrims in that the companies are sending earlier than usual enough 
Shipping to take all the pilgrims. Last year repatriation dragged on for 
monthy or more after the pilgrimage ; this year it should be completed 
in little more than three. ‘This means that more pilgrivis tan usual will 
be able to pay for their passages either wholly or in part. Many pilgrims 
who can pay if they can got a passage soon after the pilgris 
destitute while waiting for a ship. 
3 ‘The discouraging attitude adopted. by this agency towards the earlior d 
for free or assinted passages. The policy has been to take no notice of such 
demands, bus, a few hours before a pilgrim ship is reniy to_ wail, to collect 
the sick from the local hospital and enough women and obviously weak or 
destitute men to make up the 10 par cent. This has, T beliove, had a good 
effect in driving thown who had! money to buy tickets fro the shipping 
Companien. It bus alo reduced, though not unfortunately eliminated 
altogether, the crowd of Indian pilgrims who surge round the gate of this 
agency and only intermit their shouts for freo tickets aad their attempts to 
stand on the stomachs of their weaker brethrea, to go and relieve thi 
elves ia the public road under the windows of this agency, io full v 
Of His Majesty's agent, and of any distinguished visitors who may be 
with him, 
4, Collection through the pilgrim guides, instead of by this agency directly, of 
ach contributions as pilgrims who want assisted passages can pay. ‘Thowe 
uidos are incredibly greedy and corrupt, and collection by them no doubt 
Fivolves all sorts of abuses; bat I believe that they can 
money oot of the pilgrims, to save the pocket of the Government of India, 
than the ayency can, and except in a relatively few cases I have left the 
collection to them, 


Tt may bo arked why His Maj goat allows the of the ageney 
to be turned into a latrine? What is he to do? Have th condueted up 
the road to commit a nuisance against the wall of the Dutcl or down the 
road to defile the deorstep of the consulate of His Majesty the King of Italy? Have 
he pilzrime herded back into the streets of the town, which the municipality, with 
tmal funds, and the constant fear of the Mecea dungeans before their eyes, are trying 
to koop cleau enough to satisfy their exacting master, King Hussein? Detnand that 
the Hodjaz authorities shall construct Iutrines for pilgrims, many of whom in their 
pinion (and in the opinion of this agency), ought never to bave come to the Hedjaz at 
Te" Datortunately, it is not only the adoption of proper measures regarding 
Aostitutes that is Faled ont by the inability of this agency to explain to the Hedj 
futhorities why this ever-increasing flood of Indian destitutes is allowed to come to 
the Hedjaz. Our attempts to get justice for Indian pilgrims who have reasonable 
Cause of complaint are weakened, and even the relations between this agency and the 
Yocal authorities in regard to matters which have nothing to do with the pilgrimage 
are poisoned, by our failare to solve the question of the Indian destitutes, 

’A earavan, consisting mainly of Indians, which left Jeddah for Medina on the 
19th August, took forty days on the way. They paid a reasonable toll of 12 per 
camel, but later they were stopped by other Bedouin who demanded 101. per camel, 
esides a sum of 700 for the grandmother of the Ameer of Afghanistan. They could 
not produce so much money, and were, therefore, detained by the Bedouin, in the 
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decert for about a mouth. The Hedjaz Government were extremely touchy about the 
‘matter, and to my enquiry answered that they knew what was due to the pilgrims and 
God would shortly show them His favour. ‘The favour took the form of a large bribe 

‘id by King Hussein to the Bedouin to let the caravan go. It is believed that the 
King has secured 2 document signed by some of the pilgrims, saying (untruthfully) 
that they were warued that the road was nnsafo, and that they accept full responsibility 
for the delay 

The Department of Brigandage appears to be better organised than any other in 
the Hedjan. Pilgrims who have been held up on the Jeddah-Medina rond express the 
‘greatest admiration for the civil as well as the military side of the business. Not only 
fre the military dispositions for catching and guarding th ‘vans perfect, but. the 
arrangements for cuecking the pilgrims, collecting the money and issuing receipts 
are quite Western in theif efficiency. ‘This should serve ax an answer to those who 
allege that inability to organise will provent the Arabs from taking advantage of the 
liberty which they have #0 easily secured. 

i Syrian Greek who is employed in the aviation sorvice has been vont to E 

ng to purchase more aeropltnes. ‘The indent is said. to be for thirty 

1801 ‘The two which were fiying here last month have broken down, It in said 
that when the new machines arrive some are to be stationed at Yambo, some at 

Meanwhile, forced recruitsnent for the army is going, on. At Meoca the 
sheikhs of the various quarters have becn imprisoned for failing to produce their quota 
of recruite. The aumber required from Jeddah is believed to be ninety, but fow if 
finy havo been secured. The King's object in recruiting the scum of the towns by 
fore in to secure troops who will have nowhere to. ly to. Recruits can be obtained 
from among the country Arabs, especially thove between Mecea and ‘Tw'if, but they aa 
easily desert, with their rifles. 

These military preparations are all intended to moet tho Wahabi menace, about 
which King Hussein professed great auxiety when I saw bim. There are the usual 
Tumours of Wababis at Al’Ula, and the people of Maan are nuid to bo vory uneasy, ‘The 
‘Amir Ali bas been sent to Medina with some troops. 

Reuter reports from Jerusalem that Sayyid Abbas, the Imam of Mocea, has handed 
‘over 12,5001, to the Moslem Supreme Council for the Mosque of "Umar Restoratio 
Fund as a contribution from the pilgritns at Mecea The amount actually collected fror 

iigrime was vory amall. Most of the money was procured, ax [ have already reported, 
Fprequecring the morchauts aud shopkeepers. All officials had to, contribute a 
months pay. A fow meo are still in prison for unwillingness or inability to pay the 
sums demanded from them. 


Hejaz Raila; 

‘The King advertised the re-opening of the railway with great pride. Que train 
did get through to Medina, but by its own weight it broke up the line and it cannot 
got back aguin. According tothe eugive-drver, an Egyptian, who has been paid off 
{or rather let go without beiug paid), the boasted rnpairs consisted merely in. packing 


‘a little earth under the rails 0 that the train could just crawl over them. ite reports 
that Wababis came down to the railway from Khaibar. ‘They fell into u state of 
Gespondency on finding that the freigtt conmisted almost exclusively of iron rails, und 
asked anxiously when the train would be retarning with vile. 


Mabdi-al-Khalisi, the mujtabid who wae deported from 
pilgrim ship on the 18th September 
he climate of Jeddah is notoriously hot anil trying, ut, no record of the 
Aeesprniee spptaa ts Jas been kept. Thermometers have now been obtained from 
England, and for the next year or so the average temperatures will be included in the 
monthly report. 
‘Tho figures for the 2nd-26th September are:— 


k, inft for Busbiire on a 





Average Temporature at 10 A. 


Wet, 





“ 


R. W. BULLARD, 
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Dress. 


“AL Kibla.” 
Ti of August 27 
ypsian monquen: An open letter tothe Eyyptian authors of the Mahmal fotwa 
against’ King Hussein, bidding. them set their own house in onler and. remove the 
aatlors webs aud Fubbish which disgrace Exyptian mosques before pontificating aboot 
aera tex of the number is divided between speeches 1 ie by aos 
ing's honour and press and other protests from Syria and Transjordan 
Hagutian criticians of the Mahmal incident. ‘The schoolboy orators laud the divine 
AAP Niel enabled His Majesty to detect in the Egyptian Medical Mission s dangerous 
foreign intrigue 


Yew Hashimite coinage: “Glad tidings for the Arabs.” Hashimite piastres and 

fr ei Beet aad cleaned with exsberaat delight by all.” Gold 
dinars” and silver “riyals” aro to follow, and are eagerly awaited. | 

“Tho Mahmal: Articles from “Al Balogh” and '* Al Mokattam " of Cairo. 

Discomforta of pilgrimage suflered at Sued by returning pilgrims. ee 

Hledjaz Railway = Repairs have been completed, and a train has run from the 
north right down to Medias. ‘The Goverument proposes (o transport pilgrims now in 
Medina freo of charge to their northern homes, 


No, 716 of September 3. 

i ors in eclebration of tho 

ledjax Rail Decorations for Medina notables and others in cel 

sonclstn of ropa Telegram fom the acing Governor of Medion expreming the 
jown's grovelling homage to the Royal threshold 
er lack Tada, the * Chameleon: ‘The charges wade by thin writer against 
King Hnssoin of self-seeking ambition are refuted by a reproduction of His Majesty's 
Dudest satemonta to the delegate sent to Mecea by the Imam, 


No, 717 of September 6. ; ; 

ypt-Hex\jaz sifferenoen: Wo loarn that Sheikh Da'ud Barakat ix. proceeding 
trom Aeeandea wy Beirout wth the object of diauading tho Syrian proplo atid. press 
from protesting aguinst infringements of thoir national honour and sentiments (as in 


ho Maliwal incident 7 elogato to Egypt 
ioe aarti’ Th tamour that the Hedjae Government has sont n delegate to Egypt 


to mediate betwoon the two Governments is scouted 1s & malicious invention. 


No, 718 of September 9. ies 

ye snbuidies: Emir Shakib Arolan. bas stated. in “At Sipassa,” of Cairo that 
All Arab rulers recoive a subsidy frou the British, except the, Tmain. | ‘Tho. Hedjas 
Foceivedl a xubsidy—ilike all other, fighting Powers)—during the war, but, since the 


doit han uot received a penny of Htish money, 
bea hiatata: ‘Cou oa poe article from "Al Watan,” the editor reminds 


hat the mit are etl willing. 10 recoguise as Caliph 
Be we Mee ioe Noel ‘agrees, provided he acts ia strict accordance 
Muth the word of God and the teachings of the Prope. 


No. 10 of Seytember 1 
Condolence : Telegrams exchanged betwee a 
nauguration of the Slint: A glorious day for all Arabs. Gold dinars and silver 
rivals ene auinted fa the presence of the King. aud w di winged company, and 
tributed when cool. Speeches were made, and all morvolled that Arab workmen 
wuld produce such coins ne 
cont Bligh the Ate Ali has arrived at Mecca from ‘a’ 


No, 720 of September 17. oe 
ecruiting in the Hedjaz : It has been said that the Governmes r 

troop er ihe Seinforertont of zaman, for the patrolling of the railway, and for jhe 

rene of Medina caravans We are surprised that those who say #0 do not ai 


“for protecting Syrian officials against kidnappivg," The Hedjaz is weak, but 
gonscions of its obligution to maintain peace and public security within the country. 
These are two excellent reasons for recruiting. But that the country's welfare alone 1s 
of concer is proved by King Hussein's instructions to. the Amir Abdallah when 
Sheikh Sultan Adwan and the Balga proved intransigent. ‘The Amir was ordered. by 
his father to summon the notables of ‘Transjordania and to inform them that he had 
oaly come there at. their request. If they bad changed their minds about the 
Hashimite family, the later let them deal with 
the malcontents themselves ‘The Hashimite family desired only the interests of the 
people, not bloodshed and strife. 

The pilgrimage: A complaint against. methods adopted by Messrs, Schemeil 
and Co, in transporting pilgrims between Egypt and the Hedjaz. 

Hix Highness the Amir li: His departure for Medina reported. 


of September 20, 
Mashimite coins: {Mhustrati 
Egypt and the Hedjaz: Official annc 
al negotiations rumoured by the 
The annow 


f Meces nt suflice to disporo of thin suggestion. Much 
animosity has been manifonted against tho Hedjax by the Egyptian press and against 
King Hossein in the famoux " fotwa,” but the Hasbinnite mont, assured of th 
own innocence, will not Tet these attacks affect their respect for the bond of union 
existing between Egypt and the Hedjnv. 
“AL Kibla'a" calls for cheers for the Arabs and for Arab prestige. 
King Humein's counsel to his sou—(Vo play the eard of abvlioation jn his dealings 
With Tronsjordanian recaleitranta)—is again reproduced ax evidence of His Majesty's 
iNity of ‘charseter and kiad-Nearied Arabpnitiotiem, to which ffuxive teutimessial ia 
other articles 
‘Tho Auglo-Hodjax Treaty: Au article, friendly to King Hussein, from “AL Afar,” 
ro, emphasising the fet that tho King hus not wigned the lritish «raft 
The pilgrimage: Criticism of Bgypting arrangementa (from "Al Balagh") and 
fan interview, from which “Alif Ba,” of Damnscay, learow of the excellent health and 
security arrangements in the Hedjan, “Hospitals fully equipped... , no raiding 
ewen escorting every caravan,” Xe. 


of September 24, 


Egypt and the Hedjaz : ‘The publication of an official communiqué on the Mabial 
by the Egyptian Goverament scems likely to revive polemica. In an offic 

meemeat the Hashimite Goverament note with rogrot the criticisms levelled 
against them in the Egyptian communiqué (which they forbear to quote), and conline 
themselves to the attitude outlined in the announcement in the “Kibla's' last wumbor. 
‘They add, however, as further proof of King Hussoin's goodwill towards tho Mahmal 
party, that had tho Egyptian doctors gone to Muna they would have found special 
arrangements wade for their hospital's water supply. 

In the editorial note stress is Inid on the Egyptian Governmont’s injunction to 
filgrims w beware of drinking Zemizom wator unfiltered and on uhoir statement that 

Hedjax medical arrangements are so bad that many invalids resident in the Hedjax 
look forward all the year long to the coming of the Egyptian doctors. 

The case for the potability of Zemzom water is supported by quotations from the 
Koran, and the ulana of Egypt aro advised to consider whether this divine prescription 
can be impagned without hereny. 

A lie: All that Al Mokattam" said im its No 10495 about the treaty proposals 
and Palestine. 

Another lie: ‘That Habid Lotfallah has been sent to Geneva to ratify the Treaty 
of Versailles. King Hossein's telegram is reproduced, in which he instructs his 
* Ambascador in Rome” on no account to ratify this treaty, and, if he be not allowed 
to take part in the League of Nations’ proceedings owing to not-ratifcation, to act as 
an observer, opposing every decision prejudicially affecting Arab rights. 

‘The Egyptian Mahmal communiqué: The inevitable “One of your Readers” 
disensses, without quoting. this communiqué As for the rumour about Egyptian 
doctors being seut to poison the wells, he says: “Ask your friends and agents 





© (Mu'tamadin ") ia Mecea and Jeddah if this rumour was not widespread here.” But 
how are the Hedjaz Government responsible for that? The Kaimakam of Jeddah’s 
letter reporting this rumour to the King is not surprising ; it is his weekly report, and 
he would have failed in his duty in not writing. 
‘Ae for the question of Haram supplies and moneys, it is enough that the Egyptian 
Government should read the works of orthodox historians. 
“One of your Readers” reproduces an article from “Al Mokattam "as being the 
od bless the writer,” he says; adding > 
Spontaneous endorsements of King’ Hussein's 
enthusiasm. 
¢ gist of which is that, as King Hussein has 
nov declared thats national constitutional Government should be founded in Palestine, 
hhe has agreed to a continuance of the British mandate there. “Al Kibla” remarks 
that, as "Al Ahram bad to publish a deaial of a former article, so it will have later 
to deny this falsehood, 
“Purdon, oh Lord of the Arabs": A poem, by an Egyptian, imploring Kivg 
Hussein to forgive Egypt for her hostility. 
Foreign news: ‘The war between Spain and the Arabs. 


1 Falah.” 
No, 2 of September 2. 

Leading article setting forth the duties of the Emir-al-Hajj (according to 
* works of history”) as observed until the end of the Abbasid Caliphate, after which 
time. polities began to play a part in the matter. The Turkish Committee of Union 
‘and Progross, in their first year, tried to changw the ancient practice, and even ordered 
tho Syrian Emir-el-Hajj not to go to Mecea with his Mabial, but after loo corre 
spondence with Constantivople the point of view of King Hussein (then Emir of Mocca) 
was accepted. It is curious that at tho very beginning of their independence the 
Epyptian Government should haye mode an aitempi similar to that of tie Committee 
of Union and Progress: and what will astonish the reader most is that the same 
“hand” should have boen at work ia both cases, But King Hussein, every Mussutr 
will rejoice to hear, knew all about it, &o. 

‘Telegram from our Tu'if correspondent ; ‘The band of Wahabis under Khalid-bin- 
Jou, who wore responsible for the attack on the Yemen pilgrim caravan, came to an 
‘agrocment with Khalid-bin-Mansur, Sheikh of 'Taraba, to attack the Hashimite post of 
Wadi Jalil. They wore beaten off’ with the loss of fifty-three killed, Khalid-bin-a 
boing wounded in the hand, The defealers ‘lost only eleven, Av w rowult of this 
engagement the people of Turaba have rebelled, and Khalid-bin-Mansur is besieged 
there. 

Hoshimite coinage : Lat all tongues sing the praians of Hix Majosty King Hussein, 
who, by putting the now coinage into circulation, bux put an ond to the games that 
wore Holag played with the (Tutklsh) nickel currency, and has thus lightened the 

dott of want which prossed on the people, particularly the poor. Some of the poet 
written about thi histoie subject will be puttished, 


No. 3 of September Os 
Certain epithets applied by the Egyptian press to King Hussein—" hypo 
“double face,” &c,, are more applicable, the writer thinks, to Sadik Yahya Pasha, 

-al-Hajj, who was employes by the Hedjaz Governnicat during the war, and. got 
301 @ mouth from i, 

‘Tho “ Alif Da,” of Syria, is quoted ng protesting strongly against the action of the 
Egyptian authoritios in refusing to allow Syrian and Palestinian pilgrims to land i 
Egypt on the return journey, though they allow them to land on their way to the 
Hedjan, when their pockets ar fll of woney and the Egyptian shopkeepers cam make 
‘money out of them. 


Avrexpre. 


Shipping Intelligence. 
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HLM.S, “ Clematia” arrive cm the 14th aod eft on the 15th September, 1928. 





[E 10328/4513/65) No. 72, 
Sir H, Dobbs to the Duke of Devonshire—(Communicated to Foreign Ofice, 


stg Ragdad, October 17, 1923. 
(Teles yhie.) ud, October 17, 192% 
TMT PBULAR weekly overland wail and passenger servico from Bagdad to Haifa 
begins from 18th October, 





[1 10385 /1899/65) No. 73. 
Mr. Harvey to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Receined October 22.) 


Tnited States Embaeny, London, 
My Lord, October 20, 1993. 

* "GENDER the instructions of my Government, I have the honour co all your 
Loniship’s attention to a question relating to the jurisdiction in civil and criinal 
cut which the American omsular courts in Palestine exercise by virtue of the 
Capitalati 

Pte appears th went was reached between the Britinh legal srecretay 
and the late at Jerusalem to the effect that in cases in which American 
Citizens as defendants are opposed by persons not of Palestinian or Ottoman nationality, 
these cases come within the exclusive competence -of the American consular court ; 
that in civil cases in which the defendant is generally known to be an American 


(user) x 





citizen or is iu possession of documents constituting primd facie evidence of American 
Glizevahip, woreioe of muumone should bo througiy the courul ; that when a defendant 
in a civil case in a local court alleges American citizenship, and has not in advance of 
‘liprocedure given a written submission to the jurisdiction of the court, a representative 
Of the American consulate should be present at all proceedings; that the execution of 
nent of a Palestinian court against an American citizen should in no ease be 
‘thout the assistance of the American consulate; that the defendants who 
y known to be American citimns or aro in poswssion of documents 
ulin prin facie evidence of American ciiveabip, should not tbe summoned to 
appear before local , except in cises of urgent necessity, 
thay shoul not be urrested except at the request or with the assistance of the 
consulate; that, since local courts are entirely without jurisdiction over American 
Citiaons in criminal cases, the omission of an American defendant to plead his citizenship 
‘asa ground fur exemption from the jurisdiction of a loeal court in a criminal case docs 
ot deprive him of any right. 
we This agreement Roan confirmed 10 the Department of State by despatch from 
the Ameriean consulate at Jerusalem, dated the 3rd March, 123, in which it was 
stated that -— 
“The Chief Secretary of the Palestine Government has agreed to the modifica: 
“tions. . - . (as outlined above), and bas issued instructions to the Palestinion 
courts that they be put into offect.”* 


Subsequently the American consulate at Jerusalem, notitied the Department of 
State iy eae ‘on the 20th duly, 1924, that the British Chief Justice of Palestine and 
the British Attorney-General do not conider themselves bound by the instructions of 
the Chief British Secretary on tho ground that the Palestine Order in Council, 1922, 
conflicta with the agreement, r 

‘Tho Onder in Couvell ubove referred to provides, in motions 38 and 89, that -— 

‘The civil courts shall exercise jurisdiction over foreigners, aubject to 
the following provinions — 
+59, For the purpose of this part of the order the expression ‘forvigner’ 
“means any person whe is » national or subject of a European or American State 
“ or of Japan, but shall not include — 
+ (j) Native inhabitants of a territory protected by or adininistered uniler 
mandate granted to a European State 
© (ik) Ottoman subjects. F 
« GP) Petone who have Yost Ottoman patinality, and have not aoqured any 
other nationality.” 


It is stated in the cable referred to that, whereas article 87 of the Order in 
Council authorises the High Commissioner to anend the order, it appears, for political 
reasons, inexpedient to the local Government to dom, 2 

Tn’ bringing the above facts to your Lovdahip's attention, 1 am authorised to state 
that the Amorican Government trasts thxt appropriate instructions will be seat to the 
Palestine authorities in order that any caso now pending in the Palestine courts 
involving American citizons may be treated in conformity with the agreement arrived 
at between the British legal secretary for Palestine and the American conwulate at 
Terumalet dd that, in view of the reotnt conslasion of a treaty of peace betweeo 
the Allied Powers and Turkey, my Government is quite propared to take up for early 
consideration, in case the British Government deems the moment opportune, the 
correspondence with regard to the recognition by treaty of the British mandate in 
Palestine. ae 

(For the Ambassador), 


POST WHEELER, 
Counsellor of Embas 


[B 10395/10395/65) No. 74, 


Summary of Affairs in Arab-speaking Countries in Asia 
peaking 


Preliminary. 


THIS summary of aflairs in Arab-speaking countries is written entirely from 
the Foreign Office point of view, and therefore does not contain a complete review 
of all the events which have taken place in the various areas mentioned, but, with 
the exception of more important occurrences, only those matters in which the Foreign 
Office is involved are discussed 


1—Syria 

‘The terms of the Syrian mandate came into force simultaneously with those of 
the Palestine mandate on the 20th September, and the French have prepared a 
series of three decrees, instituting a judicial régime for foreigners, which appears 
to comply with the provisions of the mandate on this subject. ' His Majesty's 
Government are, in consequence, raising no objection to the transfer of jurisdiction 

ls to the courts thus instituted from the provisions of the 

Ottoman Order in Council. ‘The consular jurisdiction is to close definitely on the 

Ist January next, but the decrees come into force on the Ist November. During the 

two months between these dates, pending business will have to be transacted 

Mr. Consul Smart has been directed to raise the question of the personal status of 

foreigners, and to suggest that the lines of His Majesty's High Commissioner's 

Jerusalem proclamation should be followed where British subjects are concerned, A. 

notification under “The Turkey Order in Council, 1922," suspending’ the 

of the Ottoman Order in Council, will be required in the event 

reaty of Lausanne not being ratified in time, and when this takes 

Place an amending Order in Council, suspending the Ottoman Order in Council in 
all countries excopt Egypt, will, in any ense, be necessary. 

Brigandage continues in Northern Svria, and two oF three incidenta of a serious 
nature had been reported, involving casualties to French officors and regular troops, 
both in the desert steppe and in the neighbourhood of Aleppo. 

A British subject has been killed by brigands naar Aleppo, and, on the question 
of compensation being raised by Mr. Consul Russell, the French High Commis- 
sioner replied that the French authorities assume no tesponsibility for the acts of 
brigands in Syria, and that the only recourse possible was for the relatives of the 
deceased to “porter plainte en partic civile "against the brigands, 

Aleppo reports rumour of reconnalssnnces in progress for the construction of 
railway from Deir-ez-Zor, by way of Aleppo, to Alexandretta 

Tn Southern Syria the Druse chief Selim Pasha Atrash died, and a successor 
has been appointed without disturbance, though at one moment it appeared as if 
the only infoential person. who could be-ctosen was Soltan Pasha Atrash, until 
reoontly an outlaw in Transjordan. 

hhange has taken place in the situation which led this Department to inform 
the Colonial Office that the moment was not ripe to raise the question of frontier 
Adjustments on the Palestine-Syrian boundary with the French Government 

‘A conference between the Syrian and Trak authorities took place at Deir-ez-Zor 

‘on frontier questions and desert yolitics, but the conclusions are not yet known 


IL—Palestine. 


‘The entry into force of the Palestine mandate of the 29th September has 
Probably had a quictening effect on the Arab movement in that country, and 
although the proposals to form an Arab agency, similar to the Jewish agency, bave 
teen unanimously rejected by all the Arabs, there is some reason to believe that the 
moderate element is anxious to find a compromise in view of the determination on 
the part of His Majesty's Government to proceed with the administration of the 
country as hitherto, evinced by the entry into force of the terms of the mandate and 
by the signature of the Treaty of Lausanne. There is some indication that if a lead 
towards a compromise were made by King Hussein, the extremists would find their 
numbers and their position affected. In turn. the King, if he is persuaded that the 
moderates might back him, may prove more amenable 
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‘Three Palestine extremists are on their way to India to collect funds for the 
restoration of the Mosque of Omar, and a certain amount of agitation by them is 
anticipated. Their absence from the country at this moment would be conducive to 
effecting a compromise with the Arab party 

Mr Zangwill, in a speech at New York on the 1th October, stated that he 
thought the psychological moment for Zionism to become a living factor in the life 
of the Jews was over. “The hour of destiny has passed,"” the only bope for the 
Diaspora lies in the minority provisions of the League of Nations. The Carlsbad 
Congress of the Zionists was also pessimistic on the future, and criticised in 
particular the policy of withholding even waste and desert lands in Palestine from 
the Jews 

An enquiry from the Belgians regarding the method of appointing a earriére 
consal at Jerusalem haa been answered by telling them to apply to His Majesty's 
overnment for an exequatur. 


U1 —Transjordan, 


further raid has been reported sinee Sultan-el-Adwan's, early in September. 
‘This leader is stated to have fled to Kuneitra, in Syria, at the end of the month. 


IV.—Hedjaz. 


Apart from the usual complaints made by King Hussein daring bis first inter 
view with the new agent and consul, Mr. Bullard, nothing of importance hus 
cocurred, except the publication of an appeal, signed by the Nakib of Mecca, to 
‘Arabs to boycott French, British and Jewish goods, and advocating all non-co- 
operative movementa. A protest has been addressed to Dr. Naji on the subject 

Dr, Naji bas beon informed that no negotiations on the Anglo-Hashimite Treaty 
‘aro potsible except on the basis of an implicit recognition of is Majesty's Govern 
ment's policy in Palestine. Fle hax conscquently redrafted article 2 of the treaty, 
which, 1 it meots with Colonial Office approval, will be subraitted to King Hussein, 
Tr contains a ntatement to the effect that the Ring recognises as His Majenty’s 


Government's policy that outlined in the White Paper of 122. 
King Hussein ts reported to be desirous of purchasing thirty aeroplanes at 180% 
such, for which purpose eas sent ceproseutative to Tay ‘The mispension of 


tartial law in Pgypt renders it impossible to prohibit the export of war material 
from that country. 

Destitute Indian pilgritns, as usual, are causing considerable work at Jeddah, 
but, apart from the brigandage on the Medina road protest, and the issue of a new 
Hodjazi currency, nothing of outstanding interest has ocourred, except the arrival 
of a teain from the north at Medina, which is unable to return owing to the 
Inefficiency of repairs to the line. 


V—Irak, 


‘The growing miateust of the Assyrians by the Irak Government and by His 
Majesty's High Commissioner in Bagdad came to a head in a refusal by the latter 
to admit any further refugees from the Near East, even if they were finding their 
way back at their own expense. This was subsequently rescinded to admitting 
refugees who were likely to make good citizens and would not prove a burden to the 
Community. The whole of the Assyrian question is at the present moment beung 
considered by the Colonial Office in connection with the forthcoming Mosul negotia- 
tions, ‘The Foreign Office haye pointed out that, rather than encourage mass 
emigration from Trak, which had been suggested by Sir H. Dobbs, it would be more 
Jogical to repatriate a8 many Assyrians from abroad as possible, in order to increase 
the number of Christians on that fronticr. and thus strengthen one of the 
principal arguments that His Majesty's Government put up to the Turks for ibe 
Miclusion of Mosul and the area immediately to the north within the frontiers of 
Trak. 

Relations between the Lrak Government and Ibn Saud appear to be deteriora- 
ting. The latter has adopted a somewhat hostile attitude, on the grounds that 
Trak has ‘not fulfilled the terms of the Mohammerah Convention. It is hoped to 
settle a number of these outstanding difficulties at a conference at Koweit, which 
ie to be held inthe near future, and at which representatives from Irak, 
‘Transjordan, Tbn Saud, the Persian Gulf and, possibly, the Hedjaz are to attend 





The High Commissioner reports that the Constituent Assembly in Irak will 
probably be ready to meet at the beginning of December, when it will immediately 
proceed to the ratification of the treaty with His Majesty's Government and of the 
Subsidiary agreements devolving therefrom. ‘The original attitude that it_was 
necessary to provide for the accession of Irak to ‘multilateral internatior 
conventions at the moment that the treaty was ratified has been modified to the 
extent of allowing this question to be shelved pending the ratification of the treaty 
itself and the judicial, financial and rilitary agreements arising out of it which 
affect the position of His Majesty's Government in that country. It was thought 
inadvisable to over-burden the Constituent Assembly with the consideration of 
number of international instraments for which the necessary legislative machinery 
does not yet exist. The method by which we shall secure the League of Nations 
ascent 10 the treaty and its substitution for the mandate are at present under 
Consideration, as also is the method by which Trak shall eventually accede to 
international agreements 

“A draft of the assuranices whicl’ His Majesty's Government is prepared to give 
to the Malian Government and, eventually, the French. Government, regarding 
Trak, is being considered in connection with the assurances which are now being 
transmitted to the Italians on the Palestine mandate, in compliance with our 
engagements taken in July of last year, ‘The assurances in the two countries are 
‘analogous, bat not identical, some of the requests by the Ttalians, atch as customs 
franchise for non-existent religions institutions in Trak, having been refused. 

“There have been desultory disturbances in Kurdistan, and there is » threat of 
more serious trouble from the Arabian side. 


Vi—diden and the Red Sea Coast 


Correspondence ix continuing with the Resident at Aden on the te 
treaty with the Imam. They aro, for the most part, of a technical nature, involving 
the interests of the various departments of Hix Majesty's Government, and requite 
hho comment except that in the course of re-drafting one of the articles regarding the 
supply of arms to the Imam it was pointed out that, ander the Arms Tralfic Conven- 
tion, “there was nothing to prevent, the French’ or other foreign Governments 
sopplying him with arms, provided thay wed licence for the purpane, unless we 
Could’ stipulate in the treaty that be sbould only receive munitions from ourselves. 
Undesirable as it is to supply any Arabian potentates with arms, it is better that 
we should reserve tho privilege to ourselves than allow others to forestall us, On 
the question of exteadition and polly generally, the Indian Government was 
provoked into a declaration of its complete disagreeinent with the line taken by His 
Majesty's Government in. London in regard to Arabia generally, but the policy of 
the Indian Government of disinteresting ourselves entirely from all Arabian politics 
is, in 20 far, contradicted by their ardent desire to se ux protect King Hussein and 
the Holy Places from a Wahabi: menace. 

Tho Idtisi has refused to allow a Levantine to land as Italian consul at 
Hodeidat 

“A slave trader has been caught at Aden who was trafficking between the Hedjaz 
and French Somaliland. 


VIL—Central Arabia, 


‘Apart frem a desultory raiding both in the east and south-west, the Wababi 
situation remains anaffected. It is hoped that at the fortbooming conference at 
Koweit, the trouble which 1s anticipated in Trak from Thm Sands tribes may be 

Wwiated. 

A comparison of regulations dealing with the issue of rts to Nejdian 
naticnals, chows tat certain. contradictions, or, at leas,” discrepancies, have 
ocurred in Rpaeote at Damaseas and on the Persian Gulf. It is hoped to 
evise some uniform method for both sides. 

The question of a Nejdian representative in Loudon or of a British representa- 
with Ibn Saud was raised by the Colonial Office, who recommended the former. The 
Foreign Office has most strongly deprecated this and has advocated the presence of 
an Englishman at Riadh or ‘Hofaf, which meets with the approval of the India 
Olfice. It is hoped, if this can be achieved, to obtain better information regarding. 
the Wahabi movement, and possibly control of Ibn Saud’s actions. 
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‘Tribal politics in the northern desert have been followed by Mr. Consul Palmer. 
but are of insufficient interest to discuss in detail. With the approval of Palestine, 
the | line that appears to have been taken is to encourage the formation of 
tribal liaisons to block the advance of the Wuhabi movement west and north. This 
isa matter of some importance and should be closely followed with a view to securing 
co-ordination between the east and west 

Apart from a little raiding on the railway between Medina and Ma’an, there 
has been no recent threat to the Holy Places from this quarter. 


VILL—Mosut Frontier. 


Repaits to the Osmanieh-Nisibin Railway are being carried out by the French 
under the Franklin-Bouillon Agreement. Strategically, the use of the railway will 
constitute a most serious factor in the defence of Irak, but it is, however, impossible 
to prevent 

Mithe Turks are moving troops towards the Assyrian country north of Mosul, and 
have established « political officer at Chal. Tt is to be feared that they may attempt 
teresentarthtoibg, motiations to present ts with a de facto occupation of the 
Christian country north of and on the frontier. Protests have been made at 
Constantinople, but the effect is not yet known. At the beginning of this month 
Mr_ Henderson was insteneted to address a note to the Turkish Government 
regarding the Mosul negotitions, which it is desired to hold in London in 
December, in order to commence the period of nine months during which « settle- 
ment by discussion between England and Turkey has to be achieved, ae laid down in 
tho Treaty of Lausinne. 


Foreign Office, October 22, 1923, 


F. RODD. 





(B 10414/232/91) 
Conmil Palmer to the Marques Curzon of Kedleston.—{(Heeeived October 23.) 
(No. 180.) 
My Lard, Damascus, October 5, 1993, 
WITH reference to paragraph 6 of my despatch No. 178 of yesterday, T have the 
honour to repurt that T sent my second drageman round to see Nouri Shalan lant 
ovening: 
He was instructed by me to point out— 
(a) That the position of the Roalla at KarietelMilh would be diicult if Nouri 
remained at foud with both the Druses on the north and the men of Ibn 
Sata otha gout, ‘ " 
(b.) ‘That in any ears he .y 4 visit of congratulation to the new Emir of 
Co otie Jeb Drase, and. reotae tothe. Druser carmela which the Reals. bad 
sseized whon n Drage caravan went down to Katiot to collect wilt 


2 Nousi apparently relied, the logo of thaw rears, a although due to leave 


hore thin morning for Jerud, whither the main body of hie tribe has shifted from Adra, 
the postponed hix departure, 

Tle. promised to pay a visit to the new Druze Emir this moraing, which will be 
enongh to avoid fond tn this quarter. He has given onions to hie men at Kariet-el- 
Milh to restor: all the confiscated animals and. property, 

He also promised to visit Fozan and say to him that he had never used disparaging 
words as regards the Sultan of Nejd, and had evidently been mise; 

Nouri was apparently anxious to scramble out of his difficulties with his amour- 
propre silfficiontly safeguarded, und after my previous interviews with them the Drazes 
ind Fozan were ready to meet hin hallway 

8, Talmost venture to hope that these questions may have now been settled, and 
that the occupation of Kariet by’ Sultan Tha Nawaf may not encounter further 
‘opponition, but ‘even be followed eventually by the restoration to the Roalla of 
the Emirate of Jnuf and Skaka. 

4. Should this really oocur, the * buffer" between Thm Suud and Transjordania, as 
desired by the Emir Abdullab, might appear ponsible of realimation in the near future. 

Thave, &. 
C. ES, PALMER 








(1B 10286/987/65] No. 76. 
Mr. Lindsay to the Marquis della Torretia, 


My dear Ambassador, ‘oreign Office, October 25, 1923. 

WITH reference to your note of the 40th ultimo on the subject of the terms of 
tho Palestine mandate, Tam afeaid that so long a time hns elapsed since the 

orandum, containing certain assurances relative to this mandate which His 

y's Government were prepared to give to the Italian Government, was drafted 
in June and July of last year, certain minor verbal corrections in the ‘text will be 
required to be made in onler to bring the wording of the document up to date. A 
copy of this memorandum was communicated to your Excell predecessor on the 
Fth July, 1922, while a draft of the covering note was transmitted on the 2ist July, 
1922, 

‘The terms of the covering note do not require any modification, but where the 
memorandum itself is concerned, three new fctors have arisen since its preparation in 
the course of last summer, having a direct bearing on the wording of certain paragraphs 
of the draft. In the first place, the teria of the mandate fur Palestine, as approved 
by the League of Nations, eame into force, by a decision of the Council of the League, 
oi the 29th September last ; in the second place, His Majesty's Government in the 
a of 1922 promulgated an instrument termed the “ Palestine Order in Council 
dealing with tbe Iogalatue of that country; and inthe thin place revise wording 
of article 14 of the Palestine mandate was alopted dealing with the control of the Holy, 
Places in Jerwalem. 

"Arising out of these thrve factors the following emendations in the text appear to 
be necessary :— 

1. In articles 2, 4 and 5 of the memorandum the word “draft” should be omitved 
before the word “mandate,” since the terms of the mandate have now 
dofinitaly been approve ax stated abovn 

2 In article 3 the expression “constitutional proposals that are now under 
‘consideration for Palestine " is no longer applicable, since the proposals in 

ynestion have been definitely brought into being’ by the issue of the 
Jestine Order in Council. It is therefore suggested that this article 
vuld be amended to read as follows — 
© Hix Britannic Majesty's Goverameut inform the Italian. Government 
that they have included provisions in the Palestine Onder in Council of 
© the 10th August, 1922, in virtue of which foreign nationals, including, of 
“spur, lin ions, hoe the right to be ried by a court conisting 
of single British judge or containing a majority of British judges, exce 
We) snus in oak thee, prontsoan opal led to ati ustrtirg 
iconvenience ; aud that in #uch cases foreign nationals have the xpecial 
ight to appeal to the district court,” 


paragraph 7 it appears to be more appropriate at the end of the first 

Menbanes to eustcate the’ word "will ® for the word * wold"; and fu the 
third sentence to replace the expression “ the conditions of their grant " by 
the words “ the terms.” 

4. Lastly, the language of paragraph 8, whieh tind reference to an earlier form of 
article 14 of the mandate, which was not accepted ly the League of 2 
iso longer quite applicable tinder the presont werdiag of thet article, where 
the exat fonctions ofthe peoponed Holy Pace Commision, rm not dened, 
t is consequently suggested that the eighth paragraph of the inemorandum 
shold be mode to fond aa fillowe : 

“The intention of article 14 of the mandate for Palestine, as finally 
approved by the Council of the League of Nations, is to ensure thit the 
“interests of all confessions, including the well-kuown Roman Catholie 
“ interests in the Holy Places of Palestine, should be completely guaranteed 
"and adequately safeguarded in perpetuity.” 


‘As originally drafted the memorandum ended with a paragraph dealing with the 
mandate far Inst. Invviow of the fact that, the note which wo ehall addreas to you 
when we send you the document in its final form and which was communicated to your 
predecessor on the 2ist July, 1922, as stated at the beginning of this letter, contains 
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‘a direct reference to assurances which have slready formed the subject of further 
negotiations between His Majesty's Government and the Italian Government, T am 
inclined to think that the paragraph might be omitted. T can take this occasion of 
informing you that the Department is at present engaged in framing « memorandum 
aad ho. 

‘Tou will, [ trust, concur in thinking that the suggesticos made above involve only 
alterations of form, necessary in order to bring the document up to date, 

‘As soon as you inform me that the Italian Goverament see no objection to the 
proposed ultorations, steps will be taken forthwith to despatch the covering note and 
‘the memorand 

Believe me, 
Yours sincerely, 


R. C. LINDSAY. 





[E 10578 /2857 /89) No. 77. 


Consul Palmer to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 29.) 


Damazeus, October 13, 1923. 


le 

one to quvke Welow, without comment, an article from the * Suri 
‘elJedidah” of the Lith October, which itself quotes articles from Kemalist papers 
upon the above subject 

“The ‘ Mokkattam ” newspaper published an article, which he found in one of 
“ the Turkish papers, which reads as follows — 

On the 22nd September, 1922, the Asia Minor telegraph offioe distributed 
the following wire >— 

Te jn learnt from Syria that 95 por cent, of the inhabitants of Aleppo 
«cuand the surrounding dltricts desiee to. joiu themslves with Turkey. 
+c Whorens those iuhabitants are revolting against the French, and thus the 
sce gtate of affairs it their land is very critical, General Woygand held a military 
10+ menting, and all the officers jiresont decided to evacuate Aleppo as e900 as any 
«6% teonble arises, ‘They nt the eam time decided to construct a line of defence 

Hamab, and communicated the news to Paris.” 


iid Afkar’ newny 1 wrote that Aleppo isa Turkinh ei 
Tia theis request to jon the Turks seems very watural, Besides 
«this, the boundaries put between Turkey and Syria do not appear natural. They 
i Wore only eatabliahedl by fore, The French. themselves confessed the fact that 
‘+ Much boudasies are not natural, and that is why they divided Syria into thres 
feparato zones and three separate Goveraments. have not the least. doubt 
‘that the country will re » her mother, and that the Crescent will be hoisted 
a ‘in over thowe lands as betore. 
es ‘The ‘Tuwhid Afkar ' published in another number what follows -— 

+ -We investigated yesterday in the French Embassy aboot the truth of the 
+s ques published’ in tie Asia Minor ‘telegraph offs, and found out that the 
we Embagy in question denies this very strongly. But we were oot much 

aoe eneked nt dis denial,” Tt ia quite it vain that the French Government wish 
to prove that the inhabitants of Aleppo are Arabs 


Thave, &e- 
GES. PALMER, 








[ 10566 /58/65) No. 78. 


Mr. Chilton to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Received October 29.) 


(No. 125 
Washington, October 11), 1993. 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the American Jewish Congrest 
was convened ia New York on the 14th October. President Coolidge gave’a signed 
statement to be read at the opening sosion. In this he expressed himself in sympathy 
with the general aims aud purposes of the congress, and considered thut American Jew 
wore justified in seeking to safeguard the rights of their brot 
which these may be imperilled, and all the tore sinee the Jew: in America is secure in 
those religious, civil und political righte which are che inalienable possession of every 
law-abiding American, President Coolidge declared himself to be peculiarly interested 
in the effort of the American Jows to have a share in building up Palestine under the 
British mandate as a Jewish homeland, where homeless Jews may rebuild their historical 
hone, whither Jews and all peoples may turn for that inspiration with which Palestine 
thas long blessed mankind. When told by Rabbi Wise af New York, to whom he gave 
the statement, that it is felt in Jewish circles that the immigration restritions bea 
especially bard upon the Jew, and that in some East European centres would-be Jewish 
immigrants to America are not fairly dealt ¥ the United Stator consular repre- 
sentatives, the President replied — 


“Th inistration will ecntinue to refuse to sanetion or tolorate any 
* anti-Jewish  diseriuination in the matter of immigration or in any other 
“* moatter,” 


The President felt sure that 0 careful if noeded, would reveal that 
thew a0-called discriminations were woreal us, the Provident artontly winlied 
gotispeed to the American Jewish Congros under the leadorship of one of the best of 
‘Americans, Nathan Strauss, in sooking to lift the Jewish peoples of all lands to a lovel 
of equality of status, shieh ix the deserved lot of the loy patriot American Jow. 

"This statement, signed by the President, is looked on in sme nections of the preos 
ana definite attack vn forces like the Ku Klux Klan, and as the first detinite reflection 
of his views on tha movement, 

most important speech at the opening of the congress was that delivered 
Me drsal Zaagtal wbeTeed cone ver Bape ae the hatin of Uae amend 
sewn Tn site of ita grat Jegth, T venture to oclow a copy of hin arm ® which 
appears to ie of comiderble intro, Tho eultanee of Me, Zangwill's rennc i 
that political Zionism is dead, auc ite death can bo traced to» genernl faithlessuens to 


roms and ideale. “Eagles! bas lged up Lard alow promis 6 


cilitate the national home forthe Jewish people, The Zionist organisation had tailed 
to guard properly the great dreamin ite movement towards reality. A Jewish 
Governor had been "too tact" Jews in general tad not rallied to tho nationalisio 
Mr. Zanewills spoch was illteeived by the vast Jewish audienes, an the 
mn of his name at the following meetings of the congress was repeatedly gevot 
Subsoquoat speakers bivieely Howounoed bl wwe; whcb wor, thay ml, 
‘on hearsay and not on experience, He spoke "to Isteel--not for Israel.” 

Differences of opinion were, however, quickly parched up, and. Mr. Zangwill was 
appointed a member of the committee on Valrative, He joined in framing « resolution 
by which the American Jewish Congress. pledges itnelf to wxert every effort to obtain 
the guarantee necessary to assure that Palestine be actually an auitonomue nation— 
thus endorsing Mr. Zangwill’s proposal that the Jews must bogin more active work for 
the Zionist ideal instea! of pursuing farther the lox aggremive policy which hnd failed 
to result in the fall nationalisation of their bopon. 

‘Another resolution urges American Jewry to combat anti-Semitism in Europe snd 
cleewhore, and to do as much os powsible to protect the minority rights of Jews in 
foreign countries. Finally, a resol 1d the early ervation of a world Jewish 
Congress primarily in the interests of Palestine, democratically elected and repre- 
senting the Jewish people of the world as « unit 

T have, de. 
Hi. G. CHILTON, 


(11361) Teese 
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[E 10648 /9645/91) No. 78. 


Major-General Scott to the Duke of Devonshire {Communicated by Colonial O fice, 
October 80.) 

(Confidential,) 

My Lord, Aden, October 4, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour to forward berewith, for your Graos's information, & copy of 
‘snows repurt, dated the 30th September, from the political officer, Hodeidah. 

T have recoived no confirmation of a serious Tdrisi roverse, and it is significant that 
Sayyid Mustafa has made no requost for assistance. 

Thavo heard nothing here to confirm the report referred to in paragraph 3 ot 
Captain Faal-ed-din's letter, and I do not believe it to be true. Novertheless, the 
matter will be watched. 

Thre ee was 
» E, SCOTT, Major-General. 
Political Resident, Aden. 


Enclosure in No, 79. 


Memorandum 
(Confideatial.) 

IN continuation with my telegram of the 25th instant, the following is the further 
rows about the recent Imanic coup d’Rtat wt Milan -— 


On the 20th instant SaifebTslan Ahmed Tbn-el-Kasien arrived at Hufash from 
Sanna with 2,000 mon, nnd on the 4rd instant advanced on Jabl Milhan with a combined. 
foyoe of about 6,000 men, Ho entored the Uslat-ev-Salah aod Uzlat-ol-Bani-Hajja) 
‘without much fighting vr resistance (rom the Tdrini jainh or the inhabitants themselves, 

In the UnlatelTora and Maheas and Karyat-cl-Kiyavid he in maid to have 
encountered stubborn resistance from the inhabitanta, who wore, however, finally 
overcome and indiscriminately massacred. The Sheikh of Urlat-cl-Asabe, the biggest 
habitation in the whole of Jabl Milhan, surrendered without fighting, and in order. to 
‘apponno tho wrath of the Tmamio commander and save his tribe he uffered  matifice 
{auie) of two bulla a tho command houwe ‘The eflact of thi sign o surrender was 
however, quite the opposite. The Sheikh and his on, who bad been brought by him 
48.4 hostage, wore both killed over the carcass of the sacrificial bull 

Sutunquently the Zaidis occupied the whole of Jabl Milhan. Harrowing tales of 
their atrocition are related by the people, (It is jast posible the Zaidia will wreak their 
‘asagunos on tho people and their Moabalks for thet past trecherioe and pertidios 

fact, but conaertag te habit of lyiog aod exiteee scagyerotionn in whlch an Arab 
quite uncon i in weason and out of season, one eannot believe all these 
tales without « considerable rowarve). 
‘The next eoneerted action of the Zaidis is expected to be at Jabs! Buran. 
Concentration is stil going on the Raimal-Buraa font 

5, Our Sanna agent informs that, according to a letter of the Arashi to the Imam, 
tho American consul ist Adon has promived to get arms snd ammunition for the Iman 
whenever be may require it. 

4. According tothe sume nent some sort of commercial agreement hasbeen arived 
at botweon the Italians and the Imam, through the Imamic Amil at Mokba, where 
Ttalian ship rogulacly calls ovo. month at present. (Since July last the Italisn sbip 
ha boon iow at Moin but sccoeding to ur re he has not yet succeeded in 
getting any oargo from there, except a fave bales of skins and coffin August). 

5, More than 100 shoves are said to have been Inoded at Taif on or about the 
aznd instant, They wre suid to have been brought from the French Somali Coaat by 
two Dankali dhows. They are still there, but are intended to be radually shipped 


to Hijan. 
M. FAZL-ED-DIN, (iaptain [6MS. 
Votitical Officer, 
Hodeidah, September 80, 1923. 





TE 10679/914/89) No. 80. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Rocvived 
November 1.) 


Beivouut, October 17, 1928, 
of today's dato, I have tho honowe to 
sed to. me by General Weygand regardin, 
ria and the Lebanon. Saar 
Thave, &0. 
W. A. SMART, 


Enclomire 1 in Nui 80, 
General Weyganit to Acting Conxul-General Smart. 


M. le Connol général, Aley, le 15 octobre 1928. 
VAPPHOBATION défnitive du mandot confé & In Francs sur los Rtata do Syrie 
ot, du Liban oatratne Tapplication de Vartale 5.do Ia déclaration du 24 juillt 1932, qui 
‘sins’ congu 


on Syrie ot au Liban les privildgon ot immunités 
diction consulaire et Ia protection tala qu’ile étaient 
r vertu dos Capitulations ot don 
natn, ow teibuta 8 Strangers continneront 4 fonetionnor 
4 Ta mime en application de la nouvelle organisation judiciairs prévue bk 


6, dont lox reawortissante jouiment au 1" aode 1914, 

Hie tient pralahlenant od att wtablissoinout 

ités ow b Jour application pondant ano certaine période, 

w ouxced mont A ln Gin du mandat et ata dat rab treo tlle 
 mmodification qui aurait été convenue pat te Puianicen intéreasen” 


du, prune fargrophe de ent article entratae la suppres dos 


runité décor Capi 


textes des acounds avec TEmpi 
Texas; Jen effets do ete protection devant coger ave applica 
La nouvelle organimtion jodiviniro tallo qu'elle n td coostituge en Syrio et au 
Litas) par Ta Pains ‘alata ux disponitions do Particle 6, 
commencoea i fonctionnor 24; clost done jusqu’’ ontte époque quo k 
pment ornerst tk cme er een Set 
Texéution de leurs yontenc consuls intérossés devront sladtesser «ux agents dew 
Autorités Jooales, qui leur préteront leur concours comme wi oes requisitions émabaiont de 
leurs propres autorités 
fe compte mentendre avec 1s Corps cousulaite aur la question dé Ioeaux ott} 
Geangors evra die incaroire  attenit yue Yx prion syrinnes ot Tibanaiies 
soient en inesure do les recevoir dans des cmditions compatibles ‘avec les 
modernen a io oe 
os juidictions spite ui vn ie pronhainement eros seront, compen 
four joget eotr étrangers née we de statat persounel ; toutafoig la détermina 
tion de Ta Jégalisation applicable & ces litiges fora Tubjet d'une. néglemeutation ultérieure 
dont los ements sont actellement & Tenia Se nee 
vant Ia mins en vigueur de cas nouvelles mesures, jini tent A vous faire part de 
co prochain changement, afin qus vous puissiex ev aviser vos uationaux wt frcliter ane 
autorités de Ik Puissnce mandataire le passage du régime capitulaire au régime da 
mandat. Je ne me dissimule pas que ce pasage peut dunner lou A des froisscmenta 
intéréts dus & Ia cessation d'usages anciens auxquols vos uutionaux dtaient attachéa; 
[11361] 08 








100 


iis jai dooné des instructions tris pricises aux autoritéa loeales pour que-ce:régime 
ouvead soit appliqué avec Ie plus grand tact et que vos compatriotes n’aient pas & 
eoufftis de co changement, que quelques-uns appréhandent ans nul doute, 

‘Jo suis convareu que vous voudtex bien apporter votre concours pour que cette 
transition se fasse dans len mneilleures conditions possibles et vous pouvez compter que, de 
fon obté, je ferai tout pour que ros nationaux n’aient pas a souffrir de la cessation du 


régime sous leqiiel ils vivaient dans l'ancien Empire ottoman. 
Vouilles agréer, fe 
WEYGAND. 


LE Haut-Ci frangaine on Syrie et au Liban, 

Attondu que Ia Société des N is sa séaince da 29 septembre 19: 
confirmé a la République frangaise le s 1 Liban, 

‘Arrive 
Awriour 1” 

Par application de Martiolo 5 de ta ddolaration du 24 juillet 1922, les privildges et 
immwunités dos dtrangors, ¥ compris In juridictinn consulaire et Ia protection tals quiile 
talent antrvfeis appliyude dane 'Tmpire ottornao, en vert des Capitalations et usages, 
fseront aupprimés & partir du 1* novembre 1923, 


AwAeLe 2 
iutofois les tribunaux consulaires étrangers continuent & foncti 


‘date do la mise en application de la nouvelle onganisati 


Anion 


Le président de la Fédération, Ye Sperdtaire général du Haut-Commimarin, lox 
déligués ot Govorneurs den Etats do Syrie ot du Grand Litan sont chargé, chacun eu 


‘qui le concerne, de Vexécution du présent arrots, 
bs en z WEYGAND. 


Aley, te 3 octobre 1028, 


OO 


(B 10683 /3645/91) No. &1 


The Duke of Devonshire to the Political Resident, Aden,—(Communicated t0 
Foreign Office: recviced November 1.) 


Sir, Downing Street, October 31, 1923. 
IN continuation of my telegram of the 80th October regarding the negotiations 
with the Imanvof the Yeinen, T have the bonour to forward, for your information 
and guidance, the revised text of the proposed treaty with the Imam, embodying the 
modification approved by His Majesty's Government, An advance copy of the 
Torised text was sent to you demi-oflicially by the mail of the 25th October Tast. The 
Tovied draft may be referred to as the “draft of the 25th October, 1923." The 
¢arlier draft, which formed Appondix (E) to your secret despatch No. 24 of the 
Tith February, 1923, may bo referred to henceforth as the” draft of Febroary 1923. 
‘As you have alrady teen informed by my telegram cited above, 
authorised to negotiate a treaty with the Imam in the terms of the draft as finally 
Amended. You are further authorised to proceed, in regard to the Idrisi of Asir, on 
the lines proposed in your telegram of the Sth May, f.e., to adjust the territorial 
differences between him and the Imam in such a manner as to set the Hodeidah 
{question finally at rest. ‘TL will then bo possible to complete the treaty with the Imam 
ty a clause (article 3) defining the limits of his territory. As you are aware, His 
Majesty's Government hinve sanctioned the payment to the Tdrisi of a single lum 
Jinn not exceeding 20,0002, in the event of a satisfactory settlement being reach 


tor 


‘This sum is available only during the current financial year. ‘There is no question of 
paying a recorrent subsidy to either raler. 
Thave, & 
DEVONSHIRE. 


Enclosure in No. 81 
Draft of Proposed Treaty with the Tmam 
(Draft of October 25, 1923.) 


1. HIS Britannic Majesty's Government acknowledge the absolute independence 
of his Excellency the Imam in all political and administrative matters internal and 
‘external and his authority in the territories which are under his Excellency. Nothing 
in this clause is to be considered as a contradiction of what is stated in clause 

2. His Excellency the Imam shall not correspond with or make any engagement 
with a fernibent whatever or with any one on any matter prejudicial to the 
British Government, and, similarly, His Britannic Majesty's Government shall not 
‘correspond with or take any engagement with any Government whatever or with any 
ne of any matter, prejudicial to his ‘Excelienty the Tmam's Government. Hin 
Excellency the Imam is ut liberty to correspand or enter into engagements with any 
Government on matters which are not prejudicial to the British Government. 

8. (Boundary article.) 

4. His Excellency the Imam will apply only to His Britannic Majesty's Govern- 
ment for the arms, ammunition and war material that he may need for his own 
Government, and Ilis Britannic Majesty's Government will supply him, s0 far as 
international obligations permit, at fair rates and as soon as possible with a sufficient 
quantity for the organisation and defence of his country 

wid his Excolleney the Tmam will 
aie] War toaterial to the territory of 
the Imam mentioned in 


is Britannic Majesty's Government 
for his requirements for the development, progress and advancement of his country, 
such as instructors, engineers, expert doctors, medicines and machinery for industrial 
works and for telegraphs and wireless installations, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Government will supply these at fair salaries and rates as soon as possible. 

7. His Excellency the Tmam and His Britannic Majesty's Government shall 
cach have an oficial agent in the other's wrritory, and the agent of each shall ave 
the satne rights and privileges as are accorded to the agent of the other. ‘These rights 
land privileges shall be agreed upon after the decision as to the places at which the 
augents of the two Governments shall reside 

His Excellency the Imam and His Britannic Majesty's Government, will 
develop trade and will keep open the trade routes both by land and sea between their 
respective territories, and His Britannic Majesty's Government will give to the 
subjects of his Excellency the Imam complete and entire freedom for transacting 
business both by ea and land. Neither His Britatmic Majesty's Government nor Mis 
Excellency the Imam shall impose any dues on mercantile goods other than the pre- 
scribed transit dues by land and sea known to each of them, and, when any change in 
‘dues is made in either country, it shall be communicated at once by the one to the 
other. 

9, Both his Excellency the Imam and His Britannic Majesty's Government shall 
have full freedom to impose any tax on goods they wish in their own countries, but 
cach undertakes not to impose greater tases on the subjects of the other than on the 
subjects of any other Governments, 

10. His Britannic Majesty's Government declare that they will not interfere in 
this Excellency the Imam's territory in any way, and likewise his Excellency the Imam 
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declares that he will not, either hy sale, mortgage or gift, or in any other way, admit 
interference in his territory by any other foreign Government. 

11. His Britannic Majesty's Government undertake to restrain by all peaceful 
and practicable means in their power any aggression against the territories of his 
Excellency the Imam by any of the neighbouring Arab chiefs who are in treaty 
relations with His Britannic Majesty. fn the event of any dispute arising between 
him and any such Arab chief, his Excellency the Imam shall inform His Britannic 
Majesty's Government as soon as possible, in order that His Britannic Majesty’ 
Government may advise the Arab chief to refrain from aggression against the terri- 
tories of his Excellency the Tmam, Tf the chief does not accept the advice of the 
British Government, then His Britannic Majesty’s Government shall give no help, 
support or supplies fo the aggressive chief, Similarly, in the event of any aggression 
by the Imam or by any of his fers or by any of his sabordinates against any of the 
above-mentioned Arab chiefs, His Britannic Majesty’s Government will notify his 
Excellency the Imam as soon as possible, and his Excellenoy the Imam undertakes to 
the best of his ability to stop such aggression, 

12. If bis Excellency the Imam wishes to inaugurate any scheme in any port or 
place or to lay any railway line in his country, dig any mines or undertake anything 
which would develop the condition of trade in his territory, he shall make a request 
for his requirements to His Britannic Majesty's Government with a.view to arrange- 
ments being made to carry out any such project or projects: and, if his request ix 
grauted, then preference shall be given. to them; but, if his request is refused or if 
Arrangements made to grant it fail to be carried out, his Excellency the Imam may in 
Uhat case apply for his requirements to any. Gownrninent or company he wiabes 

13, His Excellency the Imam will amint His Britannic Majesty's Government 
in thoir efforts to suppress the trailic in African slaves by sea. His Britannic 
Majenty's Government will do thet best to prevent, 4o far as international law 
permits, imports by sa into his Excellency the Imam's territory. of intoxicants, 
wrinful drugs and lowd pastimes, His Excellency the Imam will prevent their 
import by land and will coniacate nny of them found in his teeritory to whomever 
they belong, 

V4, On the conclusion of this treaty, hie Excellency the Imam and His Britannic 
Majesty’s Government will mutually agree as to the manner in which the lighthouses 
‘on the sea-shores of the Linamio territories are to be lit, His Excellency the Imam 
Will give priotity to Flin Britannic Majesty's Government in thin matter, and, after 
mutual agreement as to the manner in which the lighting is to be arranged. his 
Excolloncy tho Tam will not enter into any agreement with any other Governinent 
in this rea 

16. Ev yy matter arising within the Imamic torritories between the 
people of his Tmatn's territories and the subjects of His Britannic 
Majesty: shall bo doalt with im accordance with the Islamic Sharia in the Imamie 
conrta, ati, similarly, every claim in any matter arising within British territory 
between subjects of fis Britannic Majesty aud subjects of hia Excolleney the mam 
shall be deaft with in British courts, "Notwithatandiag anything in this article, Lhe 
subjects of His Britannic Majesty sball enjoy, in the Imamic territories, rights and 
priviloges not less favourable than subjects of his Kxcellency the Imam in all that 
Concerns the administeation of justice, and such rights and-privileges shall not be 

thove of the mont favoured nation with whom his Excellency the Tmam may 
ide n treaty. 
is Excelleney the Imam shall not be responsible for anyone, whoever he or 
she may be, or for a subject of any Government, who enters Imamic territories without 
previous formal permission from his Excellency the Imam. ‘ 

17. Evory clause of this treaty aball be aa binding as the whole treaty, and this 

of friendship shall be in force and binding upon both parties for a period of 
‘wven years, at the end of which time it shall be renewed either in its present form 
or in such other formas may be agreed upon mutually by His Britannic Majesty's 
Government and his Excollency the Imam, in accordance with the circumstances of 
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iE 10719/1019/65] No. 82, 


Colonial Office to Foreign Ofiee —(Received November 3) 


Doxening Street, November 1, 1923, 
rected by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to tranamit to you for 
n of the Marquess Carzon of Kedleston, copy of a despatch from the 
ioner for Irak, on the subject of the delimitation of the Turso-Lrak 


Tam, &e, 
J. E, MASTERTON-SMITH 


Enclosure in No, 82, 


Sir H. Dobbs to the Duke of Devonshire. 

(Seorot,) 

My Lond, Bagdad, October 18, 1923. 
IN ‘accordanoe with your Grace's. tele tod the Sth August, 1933, 

L havo the hononr to aubmit to your Grace a cot the case of the 

Trak: Government as against. the claims put forward by the Turkisir delegation at 

Lausanne for the reoumion to Turkey of the torritory embraced formerly in the Vilayet 


of Mowal Tn doing mL shall endeavour to examine the question uur tho flowing 


(A.)}—The case of the Irak Government in rerpect of the Moni! Vilayet as a whole, 
(B)—Its prsition ax rogarde Southern Kurdistan, ir, that portion of the 
Mosul Vilayot in which the majority of the population ix not Arabs 

{C.)—A detailed examination of the northorn frontier line, 


(A) —Turkish Claime to Mond Vilayet. 


2, The Turkish claim to tho Mosul Vilayet wax based on arguments which may be 
srummarined as follows :— 


(a) That the area cue under Ube term of the Nations Pact passed at Angora sn 
february 1 

(b,) That British forces wore wot in occupation of Mosul at tho date of the 
armintice. 

(e) Racial principles 

(4) Political arguments ‘These included the alleged dosito of the whole population 
for inclusion in Turkey, together with a denial that British engagemonta 
wit the fra or he aumption ofthe mandate by Great Bai have any 
hearing of the issue and they terminated with the argument stated in (b) 

(e-) Claims bases on history. ma = 

(f-) Economic argument 

(G-) Strategic neconsities. 


__ ‘The first two haw obviously no bearing on any local considerations aad wore easily 
disposed of by Lord Curzon vw hit masterly rejoinder, He pointed out in reply to (a) 
that no resolution of the Angora Mawembly could entitle it to dictate to the victors in 
the war the manner in which they should dispose of an area from which the Turks had 
been ejected by force of arms, or to come to « decision on behalf of « population which 
was not represented in the Ascembly, and in a scathing eriticism of tho Pact he proved 
that ite terms were not only self-contradictory, but also that they were inapplicable to 
the Mosul Vilayet. Replying to (6) he showed that on the 30th October, when the 
armistice was signed, Britieh troops had already gained in this Mosul Vilayet a decisive 
pesition which opened the road to Mosul, The Turkish commander, owing to his 
Femote position, did not receive the fall torme of the armistice till the 4th November, 











104 


or his oniers to evactite till the 9th November, but Mosul had been occupied by the 
British on the 3rd November in precise accordunce with the terms Iaiddown at Mudros. 

Lord Garson also reminded Ismet Pasha that armistice comiitions have nothing to do 

with the final peace settlement. 

His Lor ip was equally successful in dealing with the ments based on racial 
consilerations "The statisti relating to the rcal composition of the inhabitants of 
the vilayet he demonstrated to be destitute of any real value. The Turkish estimate 
of tho population was proved to be too low, nor, it may be-added, was. there au 
for the eootention of Famot Pash that the estimate made under’ British auspices was 
purposely inflated. The divergence may be safely attributed to the fact that in the 

‘urkish times fear of conscription induced the people to resist official efforts to obtain 
a correct estimate of their numbers, Inmet Pasha’s figures: 
hor is this murprsing, when i is remennbered that’ Torkish ' 
thie distrite or chooked the reporte of their subordinates. The exact contrary is the 
cave with the British oficials who compiled the statisties given by Lord Curzon. ‘These 
how that Arabs form oue quarter’ of the popalation of the vilayet, Tarkomans ou: 
twelfth, Kurds rather re than one balf, while the remainder, rather less th 
oe ule up of largely Arab by race, with » small propo 
1s to nbout 2 per cent of the whole. 
jal contention that the inhabitants of the vilayet were desirous of 
ii furonce to the two occasions wince the 
bt, the first in 1919, which gave an 
ranimous vote that the Méwal Vilayet should be ‘united into one State with Bagdad 
and Basen ; the second, when, with the exeaption of the 8 vision, which, ax 
« compact atea of Kurds, desired separate treatment, and the Kirkuk area, which 
‘naked to bo allowed to pastpone detimon, tbe popalation unanimously elected: the. Emir 
Foiaal ax King. A’ point af great significance ean now be wlded, namely, that in the 
elections to the Trak Consticaent Amembly the whole of the vilayst has taken part, 
with the exception of « small area immediately aroun julaimant, the adminixtrative 
relations of whieh with the Central Lak Government have ot yet been settled, aod 
that the Turkish, wo lam thaa the Kurdish, elements wre preparing. to mod representa- 
tives to Bagdad; whereas, in Angora, the so-called Mosul Dypution consist of a fow 
ox-Depution of a Turkish’ Parliamont elected belore the war. Tt in wanifeat that 
Moalem and Christian Arabs alike, as well as the Jewixh comn ity and theme 
together form nearly one balf of the whole—bave avery reason to wish for inclusion in 
the Arab State. The Christians aad Jews, indeed, would prefor any administration to 
that of the Turks, The Kurds, whom Tsmat Pasha strangely deworibed oa Turkiah by 
nce, hye reddived hd untigipate more-aympathotic og from an Arab than from 
A Turkish Government, and they have recutly had frora the Trak Adininistetion 
pledges that they will be managed by Kurdish olfcial and that no attempt will bo 
Find to force any language but Kurd upon them, Aw for tho urbun Turkowans, it 
would be ludicrous to maintain that the Sates of the territory under dispate must 
bw settled in accordance with the wishes of a small fraction of the population, eveo if 
iba dbitaly folate «wih romain “yr, which, nthe sven of th 
tloctions, con be aatogorioally denied. Ths Kemalist resort to principles of self- 
dotuetination is, in, apy case, a double-edged tool, whieh might justly be used by the 
Ia Garermect with gan to the large Ars 'yopulaos of Nat, Macinand 
Dia ri 

So tnuch for the frst of Ianot Pasha's politioa! arguments. His assumption that 
Ueitahs ongngomenta towanis the Arabs on the one band, and the League of Nations on 
the others might be treated as scrape of paper was refuted in eloquent terms by 
Lond Curzon, s 

J searooly deserved consideration. It is 

rd the three, vilayets asa. 

‘eholn the. military command wow nevye diviled, and on osessione which called for 
special adininintrative precautions, the civil goverament was placed under a single hand, 
tin tho time of Midhat. Pasha cited by Lard Curaon, wo of Naxion Pasha nt later 
ite Trine ar te Kemalist Grvecunt to dirt baton Mil he 
other vilayeta of Irak, ‘The value of Ismet Pasha's to history can be gau, 
the plew That the Vilayet of Mosul was known items ‘as can, he alleged, 
‘of the name Wadi Tartar. The name is not 
‘Tatar, but Tharther, and it appears thus on some of the earliest Assyrian inscriptions, 
Jong belore the Tartar or to give bem their correct nasne, the Tatars, had come into. 
eodsienee, 


bo proved by the existence on the map 
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‘The economic arguments used by the Pasha are in complete contradiction of fact 
The export trade of Mosul Vilayet finds ite outlet vo the eon. at Basra, or et the 
Mediterranean porte of the Aral: provisos af Syria Some lool bartering tay Sake 
place with contiguous districts in Abatolia, and there are undoubtedly areas beyond the 
old administrative boundary of the Mosul Vilayet which depend voouomieally on Mosul, 
4 point with which Isl Seal later. “Bat beyond a: Heited import fom Barbee of 
fain and. timber, ‘which oan ‘Gnd vo outlet’ mvs by tho, Ties, Movul fa uo ux 
EE saad potions ew eapertc nag coslnes ta tuctoketk ned ar tx cad Co 
sand mentactased goods Sroggth Kj.ave to Gis cts aluea eatiignell Ohh cther 
hand, Central and Southern Irak are vitally dependent on the products of the northern 
area, After the Betish cooupation of Bagi, when for sadteon, months ‘Turkish 
forooe deat ooens to the Mosel Vilayo, reat dicey wos exporioel io feedings 
Population ‘shich wae thne ext of foo the woctheen’ wheas-protcing 
granary of the country. Only by wholesale and very ooatly in 
Soapied with coetsl ratoning” tint er 
peat cton 
viet 

Finally, the strategic arguments of the Ke 5: wore -oqanlly: baseless 
‘The suzueston that the low dow sfonde atrategeasontior 
is contrary to all export military opinion, 7 Vilayot by the 
‘Turks could be indicative only of their intent seritienia bua 18 ac aggreaye 
military policy, and would be a perpetual menuov to the Arab St 


(B.)—Turkish Claims to Southern Ku 


3. It is possible that the Kex 

Carson's statement of the woakneas of the 

Mosul Vilay hcoming discussions fall buok in» demand 
‘y would inelude Sulsimani, Arbil 


of Tall Afar village 
origin. T venture to sot forth the following three principles to which T have gi 
which T have given 
weight in d ith o claim of this huture, us well as in framing detailed proposaln nx 
to the of the frontier ae eee ae ee 
uld not cut in half confoderatis 
ond economically. 
ch nature that neither 
init it, 
ry age. in the 
nic or politial habits of the inhabitants of the frontier ditriets 


forence at Lausanne, Tanot Pasha referred to the fact that the Trea! 
cf. Sdvres had conteniplted: the firration of' ea natonomous Kariish State wit 
had tate should prove its desire for independenos 
‘ ny objection would bo mised to the adhesion to it of the ‘Kurdish 
districts within the Ink. He sought to interpret this faot us an admission on the 
part of the Allies that the Trak State would oot muffor by the exclusion of Southern 
undistan, It is cay to disprove this contention, An autonomous Kurdish Stite, 
‘owing its existence to the Allies, bound ly tios of gratitude to them, aud, it may be 
presumed, generally amenable to their policy, would have boon for the Ir tea 
ry different utvl less threatening neigbbou y bring 
down close to the. Irak frotiers the “unongani n 
wly-ledged Kunlistan would have been far less dangerous than to place the vit 

of Irak within striking distance of « Power like Turkey, smart aes pave fret 
ai probably actuted by desire forthe reconguet. of inion, 

igumeots, therefore, which might reasoua adduced in gl 
il Kunth eras €2 Gren pat of an iependont Rar ie 


propriety of including the Kurdish provinoss of Mosul Vilayet within the Irak abould 

be governed by administrative, ecouomic and strategic considerations, as well ax 

inclinations of the populations concerned. “ha Pee oe 
[11361 r 
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Itis not difficult to demonstrate that effective administration could not be carried out 
from beyond the mountain system which separtes Anatolia from Kurdish Irak. For 
raany months of the yes the infrequent passes are snowbound. In exnplete immunity 
from any measures of coercion by the Turkish Goverument, the popalatinn eould not 
be expected to show m docility which they have never previously exhibited, and 
tunmasterable chaos woukl inevitably supervene. The principle to which I have 
alluded, of introducing no drastic change inthe political habits of the people, would 
be contravened, with results which I must forecast as a weasce to the peace both of 
Turkey and of the Trak. 

Similarly, the economia connections of the Kuniish areas are with the Irak and, 
to some extent, through Mosul, with the Syrisn ports. In either ease, for the northers 

ial coutre is Mosul town ; Wo the east, Arbil and Kirkuk vse the 
Tigra direct to Bagdad without roforonce to Mosul, and Kirkuk is 
situated within 50 miles of the Bagdad railhead. Further east, Sulaimani finds in 
Trak alone n smarket for its only valuable export, tobaceo, which is conveyed along a 

d road over eaay pases to Kirkuk, or by somewhat more dificule routes to Kifri and 
hanakin. Any interference in this trade would xpell ruin to the Kunis, 

‘The severance of the economic and industrial ties which bind Kurdish and Arab 
Trak might be moro immediately dismstrous to tho formor than to the latter. On the 
other hand, it must be remembered that individual Arata or Moslem religious 
communities with their headquarters iv Arab Trak have scyuired proprietary rights in 
the Kurdish areas, while Kurdish notables, so long settled in Bagdad ov Mosul ax to 
hhave become citizens of thos towns, derive « part of their income from estates in 
Southern Kunfistan. The artificial soparation of areas thus chaaly connected «ust 
ronult in economic dislocation of the gravest charact 

1 pass to the atrategic aspect of the question. Tho boundary in thin ewe woald in 
its southeastern sector atill run slong the Jabal Harurin ond would prosont all the 
dimdvantages exposod by Lord Curzon. But instead of reaching the Tigris at ite 

ction with the Leswor Zab, it Would prenumably turn noeth ad follow the western 

limit of the Arbil division, leaving # arrow Arab bolt along the left bank of the Ti 

An far nx Kirkuk and Arbil divisions are concerned, oo. worse demarcation woul 
conceived, as they would bo out off from the waterway of the ‘Tigris, From the 

of viow of the Irak, tle wole line of communication with Monul would be gravely 
throatened by the proximity of the frontier, the course of which would tw indefensible, 
Facther north, the Mosul plain, with itx numerous Christian villages, would be at the 
merey both of the Turks abd of predatory bands of Kurds if, ax | anticipate, Turki 
acdministrative control should prove to be a little more than nominal. Still worse would 
be the povition if, Tall Afar and Sinjar were to be ceded, bringing the Turkish frontior 
within 20 milen of Mosul town and intervepting the Syrian trade route, So desperate 
would bo the situation that the Trak Goverument would be woll advil to refuse the 
impowible tank of holding the Mow mlivnt, 

Tn considering tho wishos of the local populations, L must again revert to the fart 
that they re participating in the elections to the Constituent Amenbly and by »0 doing 
proalaiving themselves Krakix. Ismot Pusha alluded to difficultion experienced by the 
Brivish Government in rasintalning edinini he failed 
to nwntion thatin every cas trital iosun he presewon of Kerualist 
genta Sinall Turkinb’ bands under guerilla, leaders, whose intsroopted correspondence 
hows thom t» have been in the closest touch with Angors, had for over year and a 
tual botorw the first Laumane Conference alternately terrorised and eajoled the Kurdish 
chiefs of the mountains. On the northern frontior they met with no success. On the 
notti-oaat wore dimifected persons who bad been outlawed for heinous offences during 

pation were wou over to their support. While in Sulaitnant Sheikh 
wil in intrigue with the Turks. But the captured correspondence of the 
Turkish irvegular Inder, Eux Demir, with his. principal. at Jenretiba-Omar {and 
Angora, reveled his profound misgivings as to the loyslty of Sheikh Mabmud and of his 
other Kuniish coudjutors. He realised unerringly that their assistance was proupted 
liy no lave of the Turks, but by a desire to play ove Government olf against another to 
their personal advantage. When. in the early part of this year, the wdministration of 
Irak was ro-established in Rowandux by British forces, the jected Turkish bands were 
rofused passage through tribal arcas by the Kurds and forced to seek asylum across the 
Porsian frontier ; while thw population, weary of the prolonged disorder caused by their 
resenee, settled down with thankfulness under the Kurdish kaimaken yominated by 
the Trak Government, Except for the kadha in which Sulaimani itself is sitoated, « 
adwinistrative relations of which with the Central Government at Bagdad bave, ax 


already stated, not yet been finally settled, a similar administration has boon extended 
of the Sulaimani division also, Onder is preserved and elections are proceeding. 
The recceupation of Rowandux has proved eoticlasively, in the opinion of the Air 
Officer Commanding, with which I concur, its value in the maintenance of stability in 
Southern Kurdistan. To this poiut 1 shall have occasion to refer in greater detail 
under section IIL It is sufficient to obserce here that, sirice n locse form of administra: 
tion by the Trak Government was re wer th is those 
areas hare been d by the intrusion of Turkisl nturers, 
ontent with present conditions, fin the beginnins of the 
the plains of Kirkuk, bis powers in that direction have during the lant few montha 
ee mit Government ae ten able to rugurd bie rently alvin with 
comparstive equanimity, nor has he prevented any obstacle to the continued reduction 
Other consideratic with respeot to the Mowul kadhaa With 
of His Majesty's Goverument towards the Assyrian mmmunity 
ic Hite all del fly inthe i njur 
orthern kadbas must. not bo omitted, nor the ‘Arab tribal poputation ol 
Tall Afar Kodo, where the Turkowaos are confined to thyvilage isle, the Yeon 
wore subject tw bitter oppression under the Ottoman régime om account of thel 
Peculiar, it harmless, toncts, The fear of mamacte was always before thoit eyes, and, 
tke the Chviatians ste Jowe of Mow thay would regard any ‘ 
0 that of the Turks, No paper safguards which cull le devised would ellay thoi 
to that of the Pap cunts veh Md be devised would allay their 
‘To sum up, it is my considered opinion that the retrocemion to ‘Turk 
Southern Kurita, whether Tall Afar til Saja ar retained of vet eee ee, 
greater vlisodvantayer than that of Mowul Vilayot na a whole, nor is thore wx 
angument in ite favour. The hot ant might bo moment 
prerved ofthe Ara pation of Mal town and district. Bot the 
ition coal intained withouv m mili rt, which must sap the xtrength 
Of Irak, or could the safety of Mowtl at any tin guaranteed, Te alae thee ge 
Irak Government may, whet dapeived in th the support of the Uritish foroos 
be umuble regularly to maintain complete sailitary control of these mountainous Kurdigh 
areas, and that they may be mubject to disturbance by the ineurvion of lrroguler 
Turkish bands, which can be disavowed by the Turkish Government, ‘This will alten 
be u danger. | But for no long we it ix formally rosoynined that these areos lie with 
the Irak boundary, regular Turkish foteas cannot enter thom except by at nct of Wt 
fand the temperament of the mountain Kurds in sueh that, without. the slow proxin 
aud support of regular troops upon their own side, they will not ordinarily Ind 
prolonged oF werioos offensive ior trust. themmlven to the plain Ter h 
therefore, that the Turkish boundary can be thrown from the Mosul plane the safer 
will those plains reu 


C—Detailed Baamination of the Northern Frontier Line, 


{. To my telegram dated the 4th September, 1929, 1 informed your Grace Ubat 


proposals would shghtly modify, by tho light of more exact information: the 

Feeward in Sir Prey Co's depts datol the it Deesstey ean, tase pat 
uunged in that despatch aro ax cogent as they were at the time whon it wanteritten 
indeed, they have been further enhanced by salwequont events Bofors, however, 
a on this theme T must draw attention to corrections in the map attached to the 


1—Brrors in Maps attached to Sir Perey Cox's Despateh. 

Sir Perey pointed out in lie despatch Unt the Sdvres ‘Troaty line 
appanvatly based upon the chain-dotted fine in the olmiete million shoot To iene 
wg raprals, Sic Perey Cox appended to bis despatch a photngraphiec oops uf the 

Maunsell” shcets containing the areas under reference. “Hetenion of surey we 
and increased knowledge of the topography and history of these areas have tww revealed 
serious errors in these abcots, which were to some extent rectified inthe“ Roueh 
Sketch Map of the Nerva aod Raikan Districts” attached to Appendix IIl of sir 
Perey Cox's despatch. Instances of incorreet mapping are alec to le found in 
soanection with the Hazil aud Khabar valleys. Farther, the kmgitade of Zachos at 
Aimadia and of points between and about these contres ia showit in these mape ax 
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10" west of the trac longitude The mapping of the Tureo-Persian Boundary 
Conuiasion, which was also uted in the compilation of the“ Mauasel™ sheets, aflcs 
from a small error of longitude in the opposite direction. Errors of latitude are not #0 
serious As a result of these errors, the actual and proposed boundaries traced on. the 
photographic map cannot be considered reliable, ‘The “* present udiniuistrative frontier ” 
(marked in Sir Percy Cox's map in green) bas also, in the light of better information, 
heen found to be incorrectly drawn, even upon the assumption that the maps wers 
correct. Tho true old administrative boundary of the Mosul Vilayet is slightly north 
of the green line on Sir Perey Cox's photographic map, aud as the district uf Nerva. in 
weet, ot, north of Raikan, there ie'vo such Nerva salient as is shown upon the 
hotographic map. ‘The boundary up to which the Irsk Government now adininisters 
Gr eontrol is agat, in the rain, orth of the tive all adminatetive boundary. On 
those considerations I havo caused to be eowpiled, from the collected up 

date, new map on a finch scale of which « copy is attached. “My souroe 

forination aro— 


(a.) The J-inch surveys, as far a thers have boon completed (including the Arbil 
Rownndux districts, as'far north a8 Intitude 6" 30°, the Akeah district 
iu far us the Greater Zab, and the Zakho wid Amadia districts between the 
Huzil and the Zab) ; 
(b.) Skoteh maps wade by Mr. Jardine, an Admini inspector of the Trak 
Government’ atl 
(@) The ™ Maunsell * sheots 


Lam indebted to Mr, Janline's expert knowledge for most of the faate sot forth 
thin despatch, 

Tako attach na an appendix a corrected deseription of the northern boundary as 
now administorod, and T have ahown this boundary by red dots on the finch map 
attached. have shown the true old adwiniatrativo boundary by a continuous red line 


IL.—Retention of the Aeayrian Country and of Amadio. 

In the despatch to which IL have already referred Sir Perey Cox went fully into th 
qquestion of retaining Amadis and the Assyrian country beyond it For reasons with 
which he wax unacquainted, but an he shows, couteary to the views of the Acting Civil 
Commissioner bused on local knowledge, the Treaty of Sdvree «pecifically excluded 
‘Amin ror the Lk. in pombe thatthe denn was inuened by the incorrect 
Arawing on the map attached to the Sivros Truaty of the ehuin-lotted fine purporting 
to dens te bouadaty of the Mont Vilayet. The origin of the crete appetey te dat, 
buck to A period some twenty years ngo, When Amadia was temporarily exeluded from 
the Mosul Vilayet, After two years’ trial the arrangement. wax fotind unworkable, 
and accordingly cancelled by the i at. Sit Porey Cox observes -— 


situated overlooks the low-lying 

Dahuk and Akrah to the south, as well aa the valley runing west to 

cho, and it commands the roads radiating to thene places. With Amadia in 

“the handa of a hostile foree, and with the facilities for propaganda which the 

“frequent intercourse of the local teibeanen with Mosul would provide, adequate 

“ military protection of the northern frontiar would involve insuperable difficultien. 

“To nny avent, the existence of Amadia ax a supply and rowd centre, and 90 a4 a 

“ potential base of hostile uperations, for which the inevitable interteibal distarb- 

ances would offer a ready pretext, would be a constant source of anxiety to the 
“Trak 3 


the summer pastures of a number of Assyrian 

are economically depandent on that town and 

Thix fact, which was unimportant when the boundary was merely ome 

two provinces, may be the eause of serious difficulties if the same 

is adopted between Turkey and frak. The inclusion of the country in 

“ Trak would facilitate the repatriation of thuse now prevented from returning by 

“ their fear of the vengeance of the Ottowan Government, {rom which we are under 

ral obligations to protect them. Tho Assyrians whose homes were thus 

cluded in mk woold become Irak subject, and therefore eligible for enrolment, 
in the Trak levies 
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Since these words were written circumstances have further strengthened the 
argument in favour of the reteution of Amadin and the Assyrian country. Not only 
have the measures proposed in the Treaty of Sivres for the protection of Christian 
minorities not materialised, but the enlistment of the Assyrians in the British 
levy foros and their recent employment fur the purpose uf turning out tho Turks from 
Rowanduz have made it more than ever difficult to abandon their country to Turkey. 
The retura of many of the Upper and Lower Tiari and the Tkhtma to their of 
homes, the resultant control by the Irak Governient of the relations betwee 
their neighbours, the Artoshi Rurd nomads, and the more frequent recourse of the Kurds 
and Chal to the Trak: Govervors of Amadia and Mosul, have increased the 
reasons for the rectifications of the froutier, referred to in Schedule 1 
Cox's despatch, for the purpose of including the district of Amadia and 
the Nestorian country within the confines of Irak, Moreover, the surrender to tho 
Turks of the homes uf the 
 onganisation, 
king themselves deserted on all 
nder and destruct Tris true, a8 
No..482, dated t | i that the Assyrians 
have Inen rently depressed by the shortening of the poriod ‘of our treaty with Irak, 
and are very auxious about their future under Arab rule. The bulk of ‘thet (eapecially 
those from Van and Uramia, now temporarily settled in Amadia) say that they would 
prefor emigration. But this des not alter the fact that, if forced to stay in Asia, they 
would much rather be wader the Arabs, influenced, howev tely, hy Great Brita 
than under tho Turke Again, as I have roported in my last telegram, a large 
proportion of the Assyrian mountaineors from the Tiari country and the neighbourhood 
‘are determined in any cass to cleave to thvir ho nd aot einigrate, These have 
every right to expect that, after employing them to tight our butties, and thus 
embittering the Turks against th shall sooure for thoir homelands at leant 
exclusion from Turkey, even if it ix not powibly for us to arrange for thetn any specially 
privilezed position uuder Irak. However much they may doube the future goodwill of 
the Arabs, the would bo. lows fo tyrants than the 


I1L.—Military Importance of Rowandus and othor Military Considerations 

1 insort here extracts from a note by the Air Oticor Commanding sett 
the military importance of the retention of Rowandus and certain uther military 
considerations garding the frontier — 


the assumption that it is desired to retain Mowul in Trak, it becomes 


 (a.) To provide, as far as poisible, against a future wedge of Turkish or pro: 
furkist hill couutry Sotwoen the Persian bordor and tho Teak 
from the Jabal Hanirin to Zak 
road-contres and warkets 10 the Turks, which they could 
“utilise as bases for irregular ‘band’ warfarr, or, in the event of 
“ hostilities, as advanced bises for operations of repulae t 
“(e) To retain the important rads from Persin to Rowandu, vib tho Raynt 
* ond Kelishie’ Vases, 
) To select a frontier trace presenting; as far ax possible, line of obstactes 
“which will render menace during winter months very difficult, und 
"to secure command of otles giving passage through these 
 obmtaclen. 
“(@) To include in Irak the territory of the fighting Assyrians, who are not 
“only neoensury as soldiers, but if exolided and rendeted hostile 
“would prove aserious monnce to Irak generally and to the 
retention of Mosul in particular, 


“To comment on each of these poi 
“(a.) The latest indication is that the Turks are more interested in Sulaiqani 
“and the Kurdish districts than in the Mosul plain. Wild and 
unproductive as this couaty is, and possessing only indifferent 
‘communications, the best initial method of weakening propaganda 
“and avoiding its Turkification must be to keep the frontier as far 
“north as possible. 
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“With the hillcountry from Keni Rash to Sulaimani, even 
* partly under Turkish inffuonce, the teaability of Mosul would at 

nee be called in question. 
etention of Zakho, Amadia and Rowanduz is considered of great 
ed. Regarding Zakho there is no 


and the town commands the deboucies from 
jer Arnis. ‘These advantages are independent of its value 
as u base, market und gate to the country of the mountain 
Assyrians.” Rowandaz enmmunds routes to Arbil, Neri, Persia, 
vil Kelisbin aud Rayat Passes, and to the Rania plain by the 
 Nuoriaabt, Shaur and’ Balnstan valleys. Rowandax will again be 
se with in comment (e) be 

c.) The Persian routes to Rowandusx, with their relatively rapid eon 

* tion, vik Lako Urumis and Sharif Khanab with Transeauc 
Eastern Anatolia, emphasise the importance of retaining hold on 

* Rowaudus : o . 

“The last fow months have proved the beneficial effet in 
“Southern Kurdistan of stability in Rowanduz. It is the ontural 
‘advanced buve for way force acting on the one lateral route of any 

ment from the south coust—Lake Van Road and Sulaimasi, 

jonw between Turks and Russians and between Trak 
‘and Porn ty wot brig out it pelt value af the toneat 


Hoth the Kelish 
the roads therefrom could be made pusiable for artillery and motor 
traflo in about two month. 

™ (d.) This object in not difficult to fulfil fairly aatisfhotorily, as there are many 

* parallel ridges 
Borsii Pasx on tho main Neri~ 
 Rowndus route is of particular military value, 
proportion of the Assyrians would favour 
rable prospects in their now country of adoption, 
veers little likelihood that any such desirable solution will 
id, 
* TLin therwforw sound to work on the assumption that they will 
atay in or cliwe to their own countey on the border; in thin case, 
twilitary sorvigos are to be secured, their country murt be 
jod in Teak Failure «strong hand on 
this point in Irak would aiuse « high rate of desertion and lows of 
moral in the levies, joopardising the present ait 

down a future nouree of reoraitment. which th 

cannot replace. For thes imporative reasons the inclusion of at 

“Jean the main portion of their tarritory in most strongly urged 


“The ‘extreme limit” boundary (vide ction IV of thin deapatch) requires 

10 moro trenpe rotection than would one drawn codsidernbly closer in to 
+ the plains of I inestimable advantage of denying to m potential 
enemy country whic impassable nature, ss, from the point of view of 
Tange movement of troops, « military *No Man's Land,” but remains at all timex 
“ripe for intrigue and conmequent trital trouble, if in the hands of an ill-disposed 
* neighbour. 


IV—New Eztreme Limit Suggested. 

‘The line which is shown on the new {i p by blue bars and crosses represents 
that whieh would, in my opinion and in that of the ‘Ai Oficer Commanding and of 
the Irak Government, be tho best possible frontier from the point of view of Trak. I 
shall refer to it in the following portions of this despatch as ‘“the new extreme limit 
Being drawn up in the light of Inter knowledge, it diffors to gowne extent from the 
‘“firnt propoml” of Sir Perey Cox's despatch, but it is framed on the principles put 
forward in section LV of that daapatol which I wil here recapitulate 


(1.) The tresty frontier, cutting as it does across geographical and tribal divisions, 
thust make for continua friction and unrest atoug the frontier tribes 
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2) Such friction and unrest is likely to bo increased by the presence within and 
adjacent to the Turkish frontier of u large aud necessarily disalfected 
Christian population and would prove a constant source of embarrassment 
to the Ottoman Government. 
¢ Amadia district, beiog diffeult and, at certain seagous, almost. impossible 

ooess from the north, eannot be effretively controlled from that side. 
(4) In the event of hostilities breaking out as a result of tribal disturbances, 
Amadis could be virtually isolated by forces operating from Dobuk and 
Akrah and, with the additional possibility of an Assyrian rising, the Turkish, 
position in that district would xpeedily be rendered untenable. 
(5,) Our only motive fication of the treaty frontior iy our desire 
to establish a strony and settled frontier, based on natural features and on 
existing facts of the local situation, which shall give promise of 
ee, to the mutual advantage alike of the Ottoman and Irak 
Governments 
(6.) Ax an earnest of our sincerity, we aro prepared, if the above considerations 
domand it, to surrender territory allotted to Teak by the Treaty of Sbvres, 


[rw that it may be found pomible on thew grovads to support « demand for 
tho frontier advocated in thin deaptch, 

rom. tie west. the Jelo Peaks, the “‘now extrome limit” almort coincides 
with the line of the “first proposal” of Si 
Tmodifcation is nesomary ear the Kbabur to. r 
latitude 37° a0" owing tthe. fhet that, Maunvell's Iatitude ere suiern nai 
southwards and it intended to include the high grounds north of Aletan and 
Geran The ln then ontinve prtclly alg ail 97-27 an log the right 
tank of the Zab to the Paik Khimen® and the Jelo Peaks—Supe Durig: nad 
Glin, 

From the Jelo Paaks eastward, in propos to shift the “now extreme limit to 
the nortiranst of Sir Perey Cox's “first. proposal,” was to follow the divide betwen 
Gavar and Ornmar ox far oa the Challi Peaks and. thence to the Rash kci-Ruwan Peak, 
thus including in frak the whicle of the Girdi tebe, with the important, Zinio-Berl 
Pum. The Hushk-iRuwan-Kiri-Masgat rie bringy the live to Ube Persian frontie 
This "now extreive lim advantages clined for the live of the "five 
propose!” in paragrapl Sit Porey Cots despatch. Tt implies, indeed, as be 
Tooationed, the surrouder ofa frtle step of territory whieh waa 

visions of the Treaty of Sdvres, namoaly, che area bounded hy the ‘Rivers 
‘Tages, Khabur' wn Hinal on tho wosty nouth and cast, or bys line’ drawa. from 
Jouiretiba-Omar eastward to point to be fixed on tho old road toundary, but this ie 
dtrietly in accordance with the principle ecnnetated—that the frontier abould cojncile 

ital divisions Tt exclulee from the Trak a poetion of tho Slopl tribe 
FexirotitmOniae, wil it retifes the prewar boundary of the 

‘Vileyot nos to cnite with Amadia the summer proturages of 8 ‘Aenean 
Kurtuh: tellie who. werd: aadvteny otepecent Ga-ttne towit asdlsen ' Maral -dy 
expporteds in otdition, by the tillowitg sagammontay 


(1,) -t keeps under the control of the Irak Government tho two gates between the 
Bahdinan (the Lrak Kurdish tribes) and Hakkiati (the Kurdish tribes north 
ot Irak), ‘These passos—tho Geramus Pass and tke Tkhuma Pass—are ased 
by the Artoshi nomads, who winter in the Mosul plaing and summer west of 
Julunerk. The control of these passes will enable the Irak Governpent to 
‘chock sheep-counts for taxing piirposes and to restrain the raids of the 
brigan section (Shirki, Kashura), who pester the Kadhas af Zakho, Dobuk, 
and Amadis, It ensures to Trak acess to.» numb mnmer pastirages 
neoessary to the Mosul sheep-owners, who entrust their shoep to the Artoahi 
to take north with them for the summer grazi :. 

(2) Consisting almost entirely of inaccessible heights and barren. ridges, this 
frontier line is unattractive to the settler, and prohibitive of military 

From the Jelo Peaks to the Persinn fruntier the line is a 

cable barrier ; Ferdi Pass is suitable for the passage 

ps, and that only the summer month The remaining 
pasages at Geramus and Tkhuma, already alluded to, are mst cifficult, 
though just practicable for nomad Kurds with their flooks. There would 
bo no need to place military garrisons further forward than they are at 
present 








(2.) Thin frontier, besides keeping in Trak the country of the ‘trial Assyrians (« 
question which hs been fully discussed in wction TI above) alo takes, tito 
the eal dependence upon Mow 
following Kurd 
tkerch imap at 


(1) The Pinianish of Chak—The Agha of the Chal, though notninally 
Turkish mudir, iy much under the infuence of Amadia, and 
owing to the return of the Salubekka (Lower Tiari) and the 
Tima to their homes north of Chol, he is at present forced to 
respect the wishes i istratic 

(b.) The Tori owners, living in 
Tittle valley wost of ff the mountains by means 
of capital supplied by Mosul merchants, 

(2) The Doski Bala of Oramar.—Vhia is a section of the main Deski 
tribe inhabiting the Dohuk district of Mosul, whither the sheop 
of the Dooki Bala go in winter, The fortunes of the people of 
Onamar wrapped up witb those of the Jelo and Baz 
Anayrinns, and it was nixed tribal force of these Assyrians 
‘and Oramaris that was led by Mar Sergius, the Bishop of Jelo, 
to the renoue of the Katmakain of Awulia, When the latter was 
nattacker! Inst autumn, at Turkish instigation, by tribesmen fron 
Zilwe nti Muzori Bala. If the Oramaria are returned to the 
‘Turks after this demonstration, they will sufler severely at their 
bands 

(4) The Herki Sedentary 
Girdi and are m settled a vad tribe of Herki 
which wintorn at Arbil and 

(©) The Gjrdi, who tive ou both sides of the Zinie-Berdi Pass, are a 
section of the Girdi who are domiciled near Arbil and Kot 
Sinjak. ‘The northern setion under discussion belongs to th 
“ Diwana” eonfederntion, which follows the Shaikh of the 
Rarasn tribe lewated ith the 
Barndowt and Shirwan tribes of Rowanduz, to which district it 

ald properly telong. "The Girli is the northernmost tribe 
of Kurds, who depend upon Trak ethnographioally and 


—L’ossible Modifications in the New Bztreme Limit, 


Modification “A (marked on wap by « continuous blue line) —The firat 


modifieation might be to relinquiah the claim to those of the Guli and Sindi villayen® 
which Tie to # Z not whieh are at presout 

the pow Billo contains forty 
Christian families, Shirid ton, Merge seventy, aud Baiju sixty. ‘The rest of the 
popula it in proposed to relinquish are Moslema, Thi modification amounts 
to 0 confirmation of the prosent boundary as actually administered tetweon Hozil and 
Khabur. A large sketch map ia attuchod which shows the villagos and tribes concerned 
After crossing the Khabuir, the tine would thea continue as in the “extreme limit” 
proposal, practically along the 87° 30” latitude line, 

Modification IE” (marked on tap by « continuots yellow line) —This 
besides abandoning the Guli and Sindhi villayes under "A," to 
head of the watershed divide between { Orannr, ‘with all the advantages set 
forth under tlie “extreme limit ” proposal, and to withdraw to a line which would not 
injelude more than the Assyrian tribes of the Jelo, Baz, atid Tkhmma and would thence 

inue eastwards along the true old administrative boundary as was intended in the 
“first proposal” of Sir Perey Cox's despatch. Owing to insufficient information, the 
true old administrative boundary was, as already explained, incorrectly drawn on the 
photographie appendix to that despatch, 

Modification“ C” (coarked on map by yellow bars and crosses'—This propusal is, 
in addition to the two surrenders under ™B,” to eurreader the wedgeshaped aren 
north of Rowandua wnd abutting on the Persian frontier, as suggested in the "second 
proposal" of Sir Perey Cox's despatch and described in section VI of that despatch. 


* Uite, Alvi, Aeon, Robouk, Khodans, Ha ih, Shiid, Merga, Uaije. 


Modification “D” (marked on map by a continuous green line).—The fourth 
modification is, in addition to the three surrenders under ‘©," to draw the line almost 
due south froin the Sunbal Monntain so as to include the Thal Valley and exclude from 
Trak the Jelo anid Bax ares, which under modification “B” becomes an awkward 
salient. The Jelo and Baz Assyrians, owing to the difficulty of maintaining an existence 
in the Jelo and Baz Mountains, hesitate to return, 

Modification “ 2" (shown on map by yellow dash and dot).—This proposal is to 

froutier back to the watershed of the Dibur River, that is to say, behind the 
B" and “C” modifications, 

Modification “ F" (marked on. map by green bars and crosses).—This propowal bas 
beens prepared in accondauce with the sugyestions of the Air Offisr Commanding, who 
would prefer to surrender the Jelo aud Bax country (modification D") before 
surrendering the Gindi tribe and the Zini-e-Berdi Pass (modificati 
this proposal the frotier line would be the mae as that under modific 
a point. on the true old administrative boundary (contin 
north of the Shemsdinan River atid about 9 miles soath-south-wost of Chachelli, From 
this point it rons parallel with the right bank of the Shemsdinun River towards the 
north-east until it meots the ‘extreme limit,” which it then follows as fur ns 
the Persian frontier 


VI—Commente on Modifications. 
Modification "A" hax the eoneutronce of the Air Officer Commanding, who pointe 
out, however, that, in order to deay the crossings of the Khabur and Hasil Rivers, the 
old adininistrative boundary, running along the right bank of the Kbxbur and Hail up 
to the western point of junetion with modification "A," is profirable to the lino as 
marked along ths loft back of uhese rivers 
Modification ‘tails the loss of the barrier wall and the important pans at 
Zini-e-Berdi. It outs off the Oramar, Herki anal Gindi from their political connections 
‘and economic ceutres, and gives the Turks a base for propaganda amongst the remainder 
joo Mowul) Kurds, ft also make of the Jelo and Bax an awkward 


tion “0” surrenders on area which is barely inhabited and rarely 
frequented even by nomads —Onos the important pass of the Zinive-Berdi is 
surrendered, this area is of little value. Lt gives up the small and unimportant 
Barwdost tribe. At the same time it looks largy on the map, and the modification 
might be very attractive to the Turks 
Modification “ D" lope off the awkward salient of the Jeloand Baz ‘The ground 
ia of no economical value, but the peaks form a formidable corner lustion to the 
froativr. Moreover, the surrender of the Jelo and Bax gives the Turks easier wcoass for 
the purpow of intrigue ani peapagenda to the remainder of the Assy 
settled in the voountaina 
Modification “E.'—The country surrendered under wodificati 
sparsely inhabited and of little ecouomic value. It is true that 
Ushaw route is Ieft unprotected by this surrender, but, on the nd, the 
Rowandur-Rayat-Ushnu road is still protected by the Algurdl-Rust-Ser-o-Hassan Bog 
of mountains. The Air Officer Commanding agroos that tis surrender iy of little 
‘Once the pase at Zi he next passages of 
y importance aro the Rowandax passes 
Modification “*F:"—The advantages of this line are that, while it avoids the 
it of the Jelo and Baz and appears a wuch amaller demand than the 
“extreme limit,” control is maintained of the Zivi-e-Berdi Paws, which in the only 
gateway in the wall of mountains practicable for military formations, Control iw ulso- 
tnaintained of the important Girdi tribe. 


VIL_—Ceasion of Nerea-Raikan Deprecated. 

Under the fourth proposal of Sir Perey Soott's despatch, it waa suggested that, in 
order to maintain the administrative boundary oorth of Amadia, the Nerva-Raikan 
district might be surrendered and the line brought back to the Kuruzhor-Chia-c-Shirin 
ranges, which run along the left bauk of the Zab, eastof Amite, I hesitate torepent. 
this suggestion, involving as it would the surrender to Turkey of the two. tribal 
communities who, though they have never been visited by troops, have been, of the 
Kurdish frontier ‘tribes, the only two whose conduct hae been omsistently loyal to the 
Administration of Irak, 

[a1s6.} 








5, The foregoing statement of tho Trak case hast! urrence of His Majesty 
King Foisal und of the Prime Minister. A copy despateh with maps is being 
forwarded, as requested, to His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 

Thave, &e 
H. DOBBS 
High Commissioner for Irak. 


Arvespix, 
Correeted Description of the Northern Boundary of Mosul Division. 


‘Appeodis Lot tbe pr ary. of Moma 
Division ax now administ d I venture now to fw letinition of the 
Mosul Vilayet boundaries at the tis ts on the 
Tmits of thy aot adimiateston i 

At the sans of thn a Pee formed by the junction of the Khbur with 
the. Tigris, including Faishkhabur, to the Vilayot of 
Diartebs.” For ol Sener waa iit in tho. armistice 
Tor of Irak the Mami! Vilayot was accepted at 

This rans aa flown 


From the junot m Tigris and. Kbabur along the Khabur eastwards to 
ite junction with the Haail River, northwards alowg the Hasal River ws tar as the influx 
of ihe tributary fron tho two villages of Brijo (toarked Helo” on the Manusell sheet), 

neo along this teibutary to ite source in the Tanin Mountains. (Tbe village of Nerws 
on the Joft bank: i 1 both Baijos are inal Thongs north of Merga 
‘and Flndrish, and screws tothe heightsnbove Halamun and Germmus. ‘The boundary then 
turns south-east wo an jus! ithe Lizn Valley and just include 

tani; thenee do cromaitt hal; thence east 
to include Norwaand Raikean and just exclwie the villoge of Nervek marked 
‘Maunsell sheet. ‘The district of Norva in renlly. woot, vot north, of Raikan; the 
lations aro marked! ott the new finch compilation which I have appouded to 
this despateh. After ecomsing the Oramar Miver, the Mosul Vilayet boundary turns 
southeast to the north-eastern end of the Gavanda tabloland (marked high rocky 
platens” on the Maunsell shoot) The boundary hore takes x salient southward apd 
moots the River Haji Bog a fow miles north of ite junction with the Baradost River, 
thence continuing along the line of the Haji Boge River to the Persian frontier 

To actual fast, owing to the recent the Tiari and Tkhuma to their hommes, 
tho administration. is now esrried further in the north than the nominal boundary. 

‘reaver, tha Chal and Oramar tribes, and a part of the Girdi, have recourse to the 
Irak Goveruiont, although thay live beyoud the nominal boundary 
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nul Hnllavit to the Marquess Cureon of Kedleston.—(Recevwed November 6.) 


(No. 81) 
My Lord, derldah, October Li. 

1 HAVE the honove to rofer to the Jeddal report for Auguat 1938 (para 
graph 2) in which it was stated that the * Ki vk shortly publish the programme 
Sf m new society called the.“ Mu'tamat-al-Felquni” (the Contersio), 1 
venturvil to prophesy that the object of the society would be pan-Arab eather 
than pan-lsknt, the ervation of King Humes. inextinguishable amiation to. be 
King of all the Arabs. would to be borne out by a 
Translation of which is enclosed, which appoared in the recoutly revived Mecca 
howspaper, “AL Falah,” on the With ¢ The word * Inlamic” i vot 
used: the ‘organiantion Ie called the Ar maralJuxiral). The 

ent has not appeared in the  Kibh the last. week or two King 
han published * Kible" nothi c topical interest than cert 
of the Prophet's life which afford a far-fetcher! parallel to the Ring's present 
n. All propaganda has been appearing in the “ Fulah,” which, though nominally 
ly private venti iat the” Kibla” ix private lias worn thin), i no 
nore free thai anyth 
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akkaf, Nakibeal-Asbraf, i.e, the le Sayyids, 


m, comes of a Hadhrunaut family, He is uot related, ex haps ver 
stantly, to. the wealthy Hadhramaut. Sukkafs. who are established i Singapore and 
in the Far East. His brother ia the King’s chief private secretary. He 


He isa man 


mployed last-year as the Hedjaz emissary to the Imam and the Idris 


little weight, and ix doubtless chosen as the King’s stalking-horeo 


simply on account of his position as the leader of the Sayyids 
As I informed your Loniship in muy telegram No 51 of the 16th Oot 


con fre 
Palestine 
and retu: 


Tra 


of the King, acticg, probubly in concert with’ th 
ir Mudhaiiir wont to Meoea about » fortnight 
after « stayiof ouly a fow days, It is not unreasonable to 


Copies of this despatch and ite enclosure aro being wnt to India, Kxypt, Palestine, 


Enclovure in No. 88 


Public Announcement ly the Executive Committee of the Arabla Conference: 


nslation.) 


To Au Axis, Rermoxstative Bopies, Parworic Socumies axe Parris 


THE Exocutive C; 


ty Anan CouNTRUB AXD AWNOAD, 


iy moral Arab Conference, 


in virtue of @ resoluti first conforence (14th Dhu'l Hija, 140, ie, Augont 


uh, 1ya2 
1341, i.e, Avy 
laid. upon, it 
baad 


of the second confervnee (18th Dhu'l Hija, 

m this announcement, in discharge of tho dution 
vtic obligations, to wll the Amire of Arabia, and. to all 
ies, parties, umociations and leagues in the Atub cotititeion 


The first conforence, which met in the Holy House of God, (ive, the Mosque at 


h satinfaction and joy to all the Arab counttion. ‘The fundamental 
jon wns: The union of all Araby and the coordination af much 


theirs ax aim at perfoot liberty and complote independenes, ‘The wccond 


conference, whi 


exnoative eo 


The 
1, That the 


met at Mecea, confirmed Uhin object and euteusted to. the 
tank of carrying out. ita resolutions.” 
ese resolutions 


resolutions of the first conference be recognised and endeavours be 
Carry out theae provisions, some of whieh aro ae follown 


co-antinate all offoria with the object. of mecuring for tho 
Aral countries complete indapenidenee eutirely free from foreign 
influence, td ts enmure Aa unity, 3 . 
co-ordinate all efloris: with the object of uniting all Arabs, 
adopting « common political policy for them, and. removing’ the 


r# who wish to do evil in the 
tish, French and Jewish goods, 


1e0 forvign goods by home-made goods 


J the Amirs of Arabia t 


delegates to moet at a time to be tixed by th 


that the meoting be held in Mocer unless 


rises to hold it wome= 
ise, in which cam it shall te loft to the executive committes to 
ob the place and to issue invitations, 


3. That 4 general invitation be imued t all Arab political bodies. havin 
oar ereentative character : =. 
4, That it i necessary that all Arab political bodies should unite and should. be 
Afliliated to the executive committee, so that there may be co-ordiviation 


ind 
11361] 


‘general political poliey 


az 
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5. Thatit is the duty of every member of the conference to strive with ardou: 
carry out the resolutions of the conference in the country or land in. wh 
he bappens to bs, anid to assist the executive committee materially and 
morally. 

‘That the exeentive committee shall have the right to send deputations to any 
place, if they think ft, and that it shall be for the depatation to decide on 
the amount to be paid in subscriptions (by the country to which it is went) 
and in general to do anything that is necessary in the matter. 

7. That branch committees of the conference, in complete union with the con- 
feroncea and the executive committee, be formed in various parts of Arabia, 
to work for the execution of the conferences resolutions. 

8. That. subscriptions should be received, record special register, and sed, 
for the formation of a fund. 


Tn accordanes with these resolutions, our committee has made the necessary 
arrangements for the meeting of the third conference, which it has been decided shall 
ject on the tat of Rajab (January 26th, 1924) at Jeddah, so that all Arab delegates 
have time to appoint a delegate to ropresent 

fons about the national demands as the 


nocessary for the meeting. 
Peace be upon you, and the morcy and blessings of Alluh 
MUHHAMMAD-IBN-ALAWLALSAKKAF, 
‘Nakib-al-Ashraf. 
th Safar, 1342. 
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Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston-(Recsived November 5.) 


No. 83) 
My a Jeddah, October 19, 1923. 

T HAVE the honour to refer to your despatch No, 80 of the 16th March, 1922, 
in which you enquire as to possible forms of presure to be exerleed on King Hussein 


For reasons which were no doubt cogent af my predecessor left this despateh 
wwered, and much as { might regeet this, T coald not take up the matter myself 
tuntil Thad had at least a few months’ experience of Hedjaz methods. 

2 Lhave now been impelled to take up the matter by a particularly outrageous 
case on which Faball haye to report to your Lordship at length, Tt is, briefly, this 
‘X'caravan of Indian pilgrims aumbering over 400 camels paid 1. a camel (the 
normal toll). to brigands on the Medina road, but were subsequently held up by 
other brigands for twenty-eight days and forced to pay Of. a camel. ‘Thin is in itself 
Had enough, but i i in the treatment of the pilgrims’ claim for compensation that 
the Hed jaz Government have shown themselves at their worat. Everythi 
could do to dodge the claim, from alleging that the pilgrims too 
in spite of Government orders, to attempting, by religious and other intimidations, 
to prevent the pilgrims from complaining. to me. they have done, and in all these 
measures King Hussein has taken an active though concealed part. Fortunately, 
they went a little too far, in that they sent me, in rebutment of the claim T had made 
Ot the pilgrims’ behalf. a document bearing signatures of which T was easily able 
to detect several to be clumsy forgeries Your Lordship will be able to measure the 
difhiculty which this Agency has in trying to get justice from the Hedjaz Government 
‘with no heavier weapons than arguments based on reason, common-sense, justice. and 
the procedure obtaining in other countries, when I say that a telegram in which T 
accused the Department for Foreign Affairs of sending me a document bearing 
forged signatures with a covering letter in which even the signature of the Foreign 
Secretary, himself was forged, elicited nothing but a rambling reply. obviously 
ictated by the King, in which the Hedjaz Government's care for the interests of 
pilgrims was reascerted and the only reference to the forged document was a request 
{hat it be sent back to Mecoa to be kept with the other papers of the case. T have 
informed the Hedjaz Government that any high official deputed for the purpose can 
see the document here, but that 1 cannot return it 
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3. If this case is not settled it would perhaps furnish suitable ground for action 
by His Majesty's Government. There is some reason to think, however, that King 
Hussein is uneasy about it, and intends to intervene publicly and to upset, with a 
great show of moral indignation, all that he has been doing in secret. for the last 
few days, and I have only quoted the case here because it is the immediate cause 
‘of my replying to your Lordship’s despatch of eighteen months ago, and because it 
shows that if time is modifying King Hussein's attitude it is not for the better. 

4. Tenclose a note on another outrageous case, that of the claim of twenty-eight 
Kurds against Messrs. Schemeil and Co., a British company. It is adduced only as 

hods, for the com) 


‘5. Suggestio essure on King Hussein are enclosed 
in the form of a note by Mr. Vice:Consul Grafttey-Smith. T asked Mr. Grafitey- 
Smith to make a note of his views, and he has dealt with the matter so fully that I 
think [cannot do better than send his note as it stands, particularly as it is written 
with an experience of Jeddah more than two years longer than my own. T am in 
fall agreement both with his analysis of the situation and with his tentative 
suggestions for bringing. to bear on the King. The casts he mentions are, 
most of them, known to the Foreign Office, and to them can be adeed the two T have 
already dealt with in this despatch. The difficulties of taking any action involving 
publication of our differences with King Hussein must be far more evident in London 
than in Jeddah. The one form of retaliation hitherto employed, viz., the refusal of 
visas to Hashimite subjects until a specific grievance was remedied, was very effective, 
hut cannot be repeated often. It embarrasses harmless Hed jazis, who alteady look 
‘upon us as the source of all their woes, more than it does the King, What is wanted 
is a weapon which will touch the King first of all, and publicity is the only 
obvious one. 

6. In the Jast resort His Majesty's Government might perhaps be propared to 
consider n reduction in the atun of thelr representative fa deddah. "Ar British 
Consulate could hardly have less influence with the Hedjaz Government than. the 
British Agency hax at present, while a threat that, failing settlement of a specified 
Tit of claims, the British representative in Jeddah would be reduced to his pro-war 
status, that of consul, would probably disturb King Hussein, ‘Tho Fren 
represented in Jeddah by a consul-general, the Dutch and the Ttalinns by 
Tt is only His Majesty's Governinent who have given a seni-diplomatio statun to 
their representative in the Hedjaz, T suggest, though T speak in ignorance of the 
diplomatic procedure, that the reduction in status would not nevessarily involve the 

at of the officer holding the post. The change would perhaps receive 

advertisement if the officer who at. public functions always took precedeuce 
even of the French consul-general were suddenly to take his position as the latest- 
arrived consul. If T may intrude a personal opinion, T would say that such a 
reduction in my own status would in the circumstances give me great satisfaction. 

7. While this despatch wax being drafted newspapers were received from India 
saying that the Jam'iyatal-Ulana have appointed n committee to consider whether 
a fatwa should not be issued declaring the pilgrimage unlawful for the present 
‘The committee's decision is likely to be influenced strongly against King Hussein 
when the pilgrims who were detained by brigands for twenty-eight days reach India, 
‘The fatwa, if oboyed, as it would be to a large extent, would be effective as against 
King Hussein, but it would do His Majesty's Government little good. — The 
Khilafatists have, in fact, teen able, owing to the peculiarly difficult sitoation in 
which His Majesty's Government find themselves in regard to Ring Hussein, to 

eal our thunder. Yet, even at this late date a matter from the clonds in London 
might have some effect. "Failing that, or a threat to reduce the status of the Ay 
THe Majesty's Government must, T'think, recognice that in the Hedjaz. British 
protection is almost worthless 
T have, & 
RW. BULLARD, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 44 
Note by Vice-Consul Grafftey-Smith. 


NO reply has been sent to Foreign Office despatch No. 30 of the 16th March, 
1022: Major Marshall was strongly of opinion that no reply could usefully be sent. 
Thevor quite understood why; for, while sharing his appreciation of the impossibility 
of recommending any single, simple specific for our present discontent, T differ from 
him in thinking that the Foreign Office invitation to this Agency to suggest“ possible 
forms of pressure to be exercised on King Hussein should he persist in his present 
fnti-Britikh practices oF should he allow his officials to continue them unchecked "* 
obliges us, before complaining again, at least t reasons for believing that 
nothing, oF something, can be done. Tntil Major Marshall’s full period of service— 
dirs, until his last loave—was over, no reply could well be sent from this Agency to 
the Foreign Office. The period between the termination of his appointment and the 
boginning of your own wax taken up with Dr Naji's treaty negotiations and hardly 
suitable for bellicose suggestions 

‘The yuestion at issue has unfortunately, lost nothing of actuality with the 
pamiage of time, It ik true that treaty negotiations are still in. progress, but Kin 
Fincoein's genveal attitude und methods of Government are not likely to change witl 
the croation of an Arab Confederation, ‘The Hedjaz will be misgoverned, and 
British and other plljrims missed, whethor a treaty és ratified oF not. On the other 
hand, It has not becom ov difficult daring the last eighteen months to snugest 
mous of “exorcine of pressure" upon King tussein. ‘Though he becomes snore 
shamelens and leas dign time goes on, and his tyranny and avarice increase 
with each passing year; though wo know ‘that the strongest. protests from this 
Agency, if unaccompanied ty action, are but empty thunder which be disregards 
‘and that diplomatic ropresentat © ineffectual oy the course of action 
‘of a gatter-Government: though we know, also, that indervtands action 
Tor out refusal to endorse any Hashimite paxaports quickly achieved recognition 
Thrabim Abdul Makim's British Indian statns; yet the main difficulty remaite 

King Husin is, at Limes, monstrous, but he is a monster of our own creation 
How can Hix Majesty’s Government mobilise public opinion against a pol 
for whom they are so directly responsible and whose virtues inspired #7 much 
war-time eloquence! ‘To bring him into contempt is to make ourselves, in. a manner, 
ridiculous; and should wo be any better off! My confessing to the world that we 
are disappointed in him, we win for him the sympathies of tmany now. equally 
huntagoniatic to hins and to ourselves, and, unless, we replace hin, only a real reform 
in his ways would juntify such an admivion of failure. ‘The only result not wholly 
undesirable of British official criticiem of King Hussein unattended by such reform 
would be the removal from the minds of his victims in the Hedjaz of their present 
conviction that any act of persofial vengeance upon him must bring fearful reprisals 
from his supporters, the British, | We are held to stand between hitn and the natural 
onsequeticns of hin behaviour, ‘The thought add piquancy to our relations with 
Mecea, 

[take it that King Hussein's own belief, that His Majesty's Government fear 
their Moslom subjects too much to be willing to risk any overt criticism of the Mecea 
Administration. ix really loss cogent, a consideration than ix this difficulty 0 
coufeming that our prota’ has outed us, and this helplessness, to effect, without 
perilous renctions, any startling and radical change. I think, however, that our 
silence cannot much longer be maintained without the taint of complicity, and T 
boliove that we should gain more than we should lose by Toosening the compror 
ond that now biiedens us with every offence committed b 

Tt would bo unjust to King Huwein to 
than incidentally, anti-British. Tt is anti-Western and anti-everything that is not 
bound up with his Arab Kingdom-and-Caliphate ambitions. British subjects have 
no monopoly of trouble in the Hedjaz, Tt is a sorious matter that not only do we 
make no movement of protest ourselves, so far as the world can see, but that respect 
for our wishes obliges our allies and others to appear equally acquiescent and mnte. 
‘We are acting to the 1 th Moslems the world over, but also 
of French Moslem subjects, Dutch Moslem subjects and others, so long as we, who 
have the right, and therefore the duty, to speak first, keep silence 

There is another point of some urgency = Pilgrimage and kindred grievances aro 
likely soon to be vigorously exploited in India against the British Government by 





the Khilafat Committee and) the Nationalist press. We should ventilate these 
grievances ourselves, or at least make clear our detachment from the methods of 
misgovernment from which they spring by advertising our own official protest 
before Khilafatist propaganda drives us to adopt « defensive attitode or to appear 
to succumb to pressure. ‘There is some danger that His Majesty's Government, unless 
they come down soon nnd heavily on the side of justice, may be compelled to defend, 
to ininimise or to affect to ignore a host of evils. Is it worth while, for the sake of 
King Hussein! 

Of the many matters in which King Hussein's attitude is indefensible and in 
which this Agency’s protests have hnd no useful result, some affect individuals 
others affect companies, others, again, Governments: many affect. whole classes. The 

se of the nationality of Ibrahim Abdul Hakim is now, thanks to effective 
retaliation, settled, but for two years it was a very bad case, ‘The Egyptian subject 
‘whose £E, 500 worth of Turkish nickel coinage was confiscated at Yasibo before any 
proclamation prohibiting import had heen published has never received com 
tion (Foreign Office despatch No. 164 of the 2th December, 1922). The Khedivial 
Mail Steamship Company have never been paid the Hashimite Government's 
contribution towards general average in respect of the steamship " Borulos "(Jeddah 
despatch to Foreign (fice, No, 30, of the 2nd April, 1928). The Egyptian Govern: 
ment have never recovered the postal dues which they claim for Hedjaz transit 

jee (Cairo despatch No, 478 of the 15th December, 1922). The abuses 

of pilgrimage are endless, from the unnecessary and, in any case, inadequate 
quarantine at Abu Saad, after examination at Tor and Kamaran, to the brigandage 
con the Medina road, Tt ix wrong that pilgrims should have to pay double Hashimite 
passport duce morely beeaiwe they come throngh Euypt, tie wrong that they should 
have to pay three or four times as much for camel hire from Mecca to Medina as was 
paid before the war. while the eamelmen receive a disproportionately snail share of 
tho ineream; that they shoald be prevented from complaining to their own consular 
authority when pillaged or wounded and should be atowed hy Hashimite authorities 
for doing so, 11 is wrong that 
hy the Hinstiimite anthoritios as happened. Wo ha 
indeed, no lack of grievances, The Dutch consol has as many. The French consul 
has trouble 

Tt scems essential that, if publicity is to be given to the state of things in the 
British official or semi-ofticial sources, and that this should provide for a roference 
to our efforts to got there evila amended and to the reception which these efforts have 
had. King Hussein wke the world believe that in choosing him we 
thought to make a tool of him; let us admit to the world that in choosing him we ehoso 
a bad raler for the Hedjaz. "We shall be charged with disloyalty to a trusted ally, 
but King Hussein's unwillingness to co-operate with His Majerty's Government in 
any field of policy is sufficiently notorious, For years he has been exploiting our 

walty, and the Oriental world has enjoyed the spectacle, Tt may be waid that we 
have been thwarted and unmasked by the astute King Hussein in our treaty negotia- 
tions, and that we are hitting out wildly in consequence, Anything is better than 
that we should continue to shield him, Java and Malaya and India and Egypt should 
be told that King Huesein's treatment of pilgrims is in spite of us, not becuse of ts 

Tho medium of parliamentary questions appears most appropriate to matters 
where British rights are not wlone affected pigrimaue, grievances, and the slave 
trade in particular, and the conscription of British and other West African pilgrims 
(Jeddah despatch No, 47 to Foreign Oflice of the 10th June, 1923, and Jedda reports, 
{iusim) ‘The save irade between Abyssinia and the Hdjng, which King Hisein 
hax rofused to attempt to suppress, Would be a good subject, because it is af general, 
and not only of Moslem, interest (e/. Jeddah despatch No. 60 to Foreign Office of the 
2nd August, 1923), 

Other subjects: ¢.g., the obligation upon Egyptian pilgrims to pay double 
passport dues; the refusil of the Hashimite Government to certify G64 deaths of 
Singapore pilgrims and the confusion of Singapore and Penang return tickets by 
the Baital-Mal in Mecca; the confiscation of $12. gold from a Federated Malay 

ates pilgrim because he was carrying it frem Mecia to Jeddah, though no published 
‘announcement prohibits this; the lamentable state of the Arab hospitals and the 
stubborn refusal of permission to the Indian pilgrimage hospital to function in the 
Hedjaz—these might be referred to in officially-inspired communiqués in tho 
vernacular press of the countries concerned. ‘The British press would find plenty of 





good material in the facts of the slave trade, the conscription of British pilgrims, the 
hardships of the pilgrimage and " Government by Kabu * (“dungeon “’) general 

In every ease, the fact that His Majesty's Government, through this Ageney, has 
strongly protested and that King Hussein had alleged his own methods to be justified 
by religions tradition might receive emphasis. The King is peculiarly sensitive to 

Il kinds of press criticism. ‘That the British Government should cease to stand 

betveoen him and his victims” resentment would, T believe, frighten him. He has little 
credit and cannot stand without our moral backing. The sympathies of a few 
thousand more Indian extremists would not atone for the loss of this support 

It is unlikely that the Foreign Office would consider the use of such beavy 
artillery as severance of diplomatic relations or the cessation of pilgrimage facilitis 
We know, however, that the eventuality of probibiting the pilgrimage has been con- 
sidered by the authorities in Java, and that the Dutch Government. would not 
necessarily be averse from following a British lead in this respect. And, as for the 
removal of this Agency staff, the list of grievances which protests have failed to 
remedy is Jong enough with the Agency here; such unremedied grievances could 
hardly be more numerous if the Agency were not here. Unless something is not only 
said but done soon, this Agency will bave no authority left and the British Govern- 

nt no prestige, We spend our time swallowing affronts of which every pedlar in 
the bazaar has knowledge. 

If, as is wot impossible, the Khilafat Committee attempt to boycott the 
pilgrimage next year, what will be the attitude of His Majesty's Government! 

It is, I think, of urgent importance that the Moslem world should learn that 
King Hussein's treatment of pilgrims has not the approval of His Majesty's 
Government, and that the King. although he elected to. revolt against the ‘Turks 
during the war and has sons ruling in Trak and Transjordania, is considered by His 
Majesty's Government sadly to misgovern his country and sorely to oppress the 
British and other pilgrims on whom he lives. In short, that His Majesty's Govern: 
ment are not unwilling to advertise their abhorrence of his methods. We have taken 
responsibility for them long enough, perbaps too long. already 

LBGS 


otobor 17, 1928, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 84. 


Note on the Claim of Twenty-eight Kurds against Messrs. Victor Schemeil and Co. 


Mrssns, SCHEMELL ran pilgrim steamers between Egypt and the Hedjaz 


this year. A party of twenty-eight Kurds bought tickets for Jeddah from the 
company’s office in Suez. For some reason they did not use these tickets, but 
travelled to Jeddah by another line. At Mecca they went to the King and asked 
that tho money they had paid to Messrs. Scbemeil should be recovered for them 
The King ordered the kaimakam of Jeddah to recover the amount from an agent 
of Schewell’s who happened to be in Jeddah, This man, a Syrian, waa fang ito 
prison, but released with a threat of more imprisonment if he did not settle the 
claim. 

Te was at this point that the agent complained to me. T wrote to Mecca saying 
that if the facts Were as reported to me an act of injustice would appear to have been 
committed; the case could not be settled fairly without enquiry at Suez, and would 
‘appear to be a case for the courts there; the matter did not lie within the juris- 
diction of the Hedjaz Government: and, in any case, the Government had violated a 
rule of procedure considered fundamental in all civilised countries, viz., that the 
defendant, as well as the plaintiff, should be heard. 

"The reply from the Hedjaz Government gave the Kurde' statement as though 
it wore a matter of established fact. They had been promised a passage by two 
boats and then told that there was not room, and, fearing to be late for the 
pilgrimage, they had come to Jeddah by another line. (Their tickets tended to 
prove that their passages had indeed been transferred from one boat to another, but 
only once; and, in any case, no pilgrim who bought a Schemeil ticket was, in 
fact, late for the pilgrimage) "Instructions were issued to the katmikam of 
Jeddah to summon the man and recover the money from him” Finally, the 
Hashimite Government tried to justify their action by saying that Schemeil's agent 
in Jeddah had admitted the claim and promised to pay when be could get the 
money. After seeing the agent I replied, repeating my previoas arguments, and 
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saying that the agent could hardly admit a claim of which be had no knowledge (he 
not in Suez when the case arose, and all he knew of the case he had learned 
from the kain who put him in prison) and expressing the hope that the 
matter would be dropped. It was dropped for the moment, but the King was onl 
biding his time. Six weeks later, when a Schemeil boat, loaded with pilgri 
about to fe he could not go on board until he 
The matter was v 


asked that the money ii dispute be deposited at this Agenc 
should haye been arrived at by (1) discossion between His Majesty's Government 
and the Hedjaz Government, or (2) enquiry in Suez, or (8) a lnw-suit in Suez to be 
brought by the Kurds. The King's decision on this point, received by telephone 
next morning (copy attached), will show the level at which his business intelligence 
works. By the time tho telephone message arrived, however, Schemeil's age: 
is looking forward to doing much business here next year and was obviously 
convinced that His Majesty's Government were powerless to protect him in Jeddah, 
had compromised with the Kurd ‘The King was so delighted that he called the 
‘agent to the telephone and thanked him, saying: “This is # small thing for you, 
but a very great thing for me.” ‘The humiliation of Hix Majesty's Governn 
in indeed» gre ching for hi 

The final Ieter from this agency (copy attached) was never answered. | Having 
gained his object the King was not so foolish as to waste time anguing about justice 
justice, 


Annex A to Enolosure 2 


Translation of Telephone Mexsage received on September 19, 1923, from Sheikh 
Sadakah, Uniler-Seeretary for Foreign A ffairs 


(V.B—When there is particularly dirty work to be done the K. ploys not the 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Fuad-al-Khatib, who is an honest official 
with British training, but the Under-Secretary.) 


THESE are pilgrims; there is no difference between them and any other 
pilgrims whose rightw you might wish to preserve. They are in passession of these 
Lickets, and it ix obvious that people e poor would not have taken passages: by 
another company unless they had been compelled to-do so, It is a matter of common 
sense, Are their rights 10 lapwe when a representative of the company ix in the 
power of the [Hedjaz | Government! ‘This is incredible, unless, of course, you wish 
the pilgrims to lose their rights. ‘That is another question, 

I is necessary that the company"s agent should be detained in Jeddah until 
be either refunds the cost of these tickets of deposits that sum to remain with your 
Excellency, or wherever else you approve, for a period of three Weeks; but if within 
that period no reply is recived for the absolutely unconditional payment of the 
‘suo, you will pay it over to the pilgrins, or to any person they may delegate to 
receive it, and you will draw up such a document as will nativfy the pilgrims. This 
is as far as we can go. 

It i neodless to point out that it is quite impossible for these poor, ignorant 
pilgrims to got a judgmont against this company, especially in the Egyptian courts. 

‘No conscientious person would hesitate to recover the amount of this claim and 
to pay it to the claimants at the earlicst possible moment. This is the opinion 
of the Government, who keep a clear conscience by safeguarding such rights For 
the further satisfaction of our conscience we told’ the pilgrims, as your Excellency 
‘suggested, that either they might wo to Svex to claim their rights there, or they aud 
the agent should all remain here: and they refwed to go (to Suez). From this, you 
will vee how, in spite of our duty to protect the pilgrims, we showed our good 
intentions 

Tt is indisputable that there is no difference between this ense and the cases in 
which you claim sums alleged to have been taken from pilgrims by camelmen oF 
Bedouin. 


(11861) 











Annex B to Enclosure 2. 
Consul Bullard to Hashimite Foreign Secretary. 


Ater respects, Jeddah, September 21, 1923. 
LHAVE to acknowledge receipt of your telephone message of yesterday, relating 
to the claim of the twenty-eight Kurds against Messrs. Victor Schemeil and Co. 
Owing to many hindrances put in his way and to the illegal threats of the 
Hedjaz officials in Jeddah the agent of the company preferred to pay the Kurds some 
money, under protest, to put an end to the matter. This may satisfy the Hedjaz 
Government, whose only object was apparently to squeeze the money out of the 
company at whatever coxt, but T am obliged to say that this Agency cannot regard 
the matter as settled. T would call your special attention to my proposal that the 
sum in dispute should be deposited at this Agency pending settlement. ‘The objects 
of this proposal were these -— 
1. Toenable the company’s Agent to leave Jeddah without injuring any rights 
the twenty-eight Kurds might have. 
2 To keep the money safe until a decision should be reached either by enquiry 
from the company in Egypt, by the bringing of an action in the Egyptian 
courts, or by discussion between the Foreign Secretary and this Agency. 


To this proposal you make the strange reply that the agent may go if be deposits 
the mio th thie Agency, but that usless within three weeks cfers are retired 
Wo pay the money to the plaintiffs unconditionally, I am to hand it aver to the 
plaintiffs. ‘That'is to say, whatever tbe result of the enquiry the plaintifis are to 
fave the money. ut in that case why make a deposit? The maine, so eatirely 
contrary, not only to juatioe, but even to reason and logic, in which the Hashimite 
Governinent have received this «imple proposal about the deposit, makes me des 
of being able to convey to their mind x just appreciation of the other issues involved 
in this important case 

T maintain in the most categorical manner the two principles which T laid down 
in my letter of the 8th August. The company having refused to admit the claim, 

until yesterday, the only legal course was for the claimants to bring an 
and the only place where an action would be brought is Egypt, where the 

‘arose and where the facts can be ascertained. The opinion of the Hedjaz 
Government as to the courts in Egypt is irrelevant, If a case arowe in Meco, it 
would be decided in Mecca, and the Egyptian authorities would not have any rijght 
to interfere, though they may have their own views as to the integrity of the Mecca 
court 

In conteavening this principle, however, the Hedjax Government have done 
nothing worse than show great ignorance of international taw, and though the 
violation is grows and cannot be passed over without protest, it ix intelligible, wei 
that the Hedjaz, ix new country and that its officials are inexperienced in such 
matters But the disregard of the simplest principle of justice by the Hedjaz 
Government is a much more serious matter, and one Which affects the orodit of the 
Hed jaz Government very closely. 

You admit in your lettor of the 28th December, 1341, that after the pilgrims 
had been heard instructions were sent “to the kalmakam of Jeddah to summon the 
deddah agent of Messrs. Schemeil and Co. and to collect the money from him.’ 
‘This sentence is sufficient in itaelf to condemn the whole system of justice in the 
Hedjaz, Lill not speak of the judicial procedure applied in all civilised countries, 
which require that the defendant should be iven an opportunity to meet the charges 
raised by the plaintiff. L will only remind the Hedjaz Government that not even 
the most barbarons Redonin sheikh woold condemn ane member of his tribe on the 
complaint of another until the defendant's defence has been heard. Is it to be said 
that the Hedjaz Government's idea of justice is lower than that of Bedonin sheikhs ? 

‘The promptitude of the Hedjax Government in giving judgment in favour of 
the twenty-eight Kurds is in marked contrast to their delay in attending to the 

aint, dealt with in my letter of the 19h September, and in previons letters, 

rarding the illegal confiscation of a sum of 912. xold from a Malay pilgrim. Tn 
fact, Tam forced to the conclusion that the judge. or official or other person who gave 
decision in favour of the twenty-eight Kurds is very active in a case against a 
foreigner, but when a claim is brought by a foreigner against the Hashimite 
Government he becomes blind and deaf. The Hashimite Government express great 
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sympathy towards pilgrims in their letters. Why should they not. show their 
Sympathy inva practical manner to the Malay whose gold was wrongfally seized t 
He is a pilgrim. 

Finally, 1 must protest against the discourteous manner in which the matter 
has been dealt with. My letter of the 8th August remained unanswered, no attempt 
being made to meet the arguments based on international. law and common justice 
which Thad put forward, and suddenly, six weeks later, without any warning being 

ven to His Majesty’s Agency, the agent of Messrs, Schemeil, a British company, 
is informed that the ship for which he is responsible, a British ship, will not be 
allowed to leave Jeddah until the unjust decision of the Hedjaz authorities has been 
obeyed. I cannot refrain from saying that these methods are not consonant with 
the dignity and honour of the Hedjaz Government. 
iments 
pass : R, W, BULLARD, 


[EB 10768/53/65) No. 85. 
Mr. Chilton to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Reeeived November %) 

(No. 1906) 
My Tord, Washington, October 20, 1923, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1285 of the L9th inmtant, T have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith sopies of « resolution which was inanimously 
adopted by delogatos drawn from various sections of the United States who attended 
the American Jewish Congress recently held in New York, 

Thave, te. 


i. G, CHILTON. 
Enclosure in No. 85. 


Anmnteax: Jxwian Coxamess, 


Resolution on Palestine adopted at Session-of American Jewish 
October 16, 1923. 


TAKING grateful note of the magnanimous message of President Coolidge to the 
American Jewish Congress, through Dr. Stephon 8. Wise, expressing hin sympathy 
with the pollay of upbailding in Palestine the Jewish National Home 

Taking note also of the resolu recent Zionist World Congress at 


ey out, in 
the Jowisl azeney, close settlement by Jews iooluding 

waste lands not required for poblic prurpowes, and that there hax 

fagalnst Jewish schools in the matter of nubsidination ; 

‘This congress, with full recognition of tho difficultiee which hamper the noble task 
undertaken by the British Government, respectfully and gratefully asks it to do all 
that is possible to remedy the grievances expressed by the Curlabad Conzrem, 

vere Jovi, Congress is convineal that far larger sume willbe poured 
into Palestine by Jews both on « philanthropic basis, through the Keren Hayesod, and 
hy way of other organised schemes, social and economic enterprises, ax son as it will 
become clear that a Jewish National Home will ultimately come into being in the Holy 
Land. : 

‘The congress asks the Palestine Government no longer to delay the issue of ite 
projected loan for the slevelopwrent of the resources of the country—a loan which, it is 
sure, will be generously taken up by the Jows of the workd as soon as it is clear that 
the Jewish National Home will profit by it no less than the rest of Valestine, At the 
‘same time the congress expresses to the Arabs its earnest desire for pesoe aud goodwill 
and brotherly co-operation in rebuilding for civitimtion the ruined, neglected, 
half-emopty, vet supremely historical, land which both races iubabit, and (€ asks them to 
recoguive that for over 1,850 years the dreoms aud hopes an! prayers of the Jewish 
people hare been centred upon this lad, aod that the return of lange numbers of Jews 
to it will bring « Messing to ull ite inhabitants and would build & bridge of mutual 
understanding between the East and the West. 

[1ts6l] £3 
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We furthor trust that the Arabs of Palestine will mest their Jewish kinsmea in a 
featernal spirit and will recognise the justice of the Balfour Declaration, 9» that all 
sections of the population shall enjay freedom togethcr, with a prospect of attaining 
Ultimate wutonomy and tnemborship in the Laague of Nations. 

ie Cmgress exxtends its fraternal greetings to all sections of Christianity 
and Islam faterested in the Holy Laud. We trust and pray that Jerusalen will bo 
rebuilt in our day and become the centre of world pease for all nations, raoss and 
religions, at our great dowish, prophets protictnd, ani the darkness which at this 
int’ threatens the extinction of civilisation will pass away and we will work 

dly for the common good of all mankind. 





[E 10854/914/89) No, 86 


Acting Coneul-Genorat Smart to the Marquese Uurzon of Kedleston-— Received, 
November 8.) 
(No. 136) 
My Lord, Beirout, October 23, 1923, 
au jour Lordships dlaspatoh No. 137 of the Loth instant and 
Hata, 1 hve, the honour to transmit herewith copy of « 
0 Freach High Commissionor regarding the abolition 
of the Capitulations in Syria wnd the Lebanon 
Ta vow of the juslivial character if this note, it semed to me advisable that it 
should bo in Engliah, which, I understand, is the language to be used in such 
gi repromontatives 
To encliso eopy of private Jotter which T have addressed 
ferred to in this letter 
Jose thisit British protection oo the Int prox o this recomimendat 
before obtaining instruc T'trant that my action will meet with your Loriahip's 
approval, “These protégée ar enpecaly in cha interion, at Damancun ane Alepp, 
Tikely to be mriously affected by the abolition of the Capitulations, and 1 think thet, 
expocially afte their wudlorings in the war, they merit a recommendation of thie 
nat 
Thave also the honour to enclose copios of despatches which I have addremed to 
Ils Majesty's consular ofligors wt Damasoux and Aleppo, 
6 T have, dee 
W. A. SMART 


Enclwure 1 in No 86, 
Acting Conaut-General Smart to Brench High Commi 


Beiront, October 
Hoth instant, T hae, in socom 
you that His Majesty's 
Government acquiesce in the measures provided 
12020 of the 7th July last for tho regulation of judicial procedure in the caso of 
foreigners in Syria nnd the Lebanon, aubject to arrangements regarding their personal 
concluded. > 
‘Turkish Order in Couseil, 1922," suspending 
in Order in Council, whieh, 
regulated British 
ice British consular 


provision 
for convenience of refernnee, I attach & copy 
five your Exoullency's observations on this point. 
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In conclusion, I have the honour to thank your Excellency for the instructions 
given to the Tocal sathorities and for your own assurances ragarding the tactfil 
adoption of the new system, Your Excellency can count on iy co-operation to 
facilitate, an far an British sabjects are concerned, the tradition fora the eld to the 
ew orler. 

Thave, dec, 
SMART. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 86, 
Acting Coneul-General Smart to General Weygand. 


Mon cher Général, Beirout; le 28 vetobre 19:23. 
ME référant & votre lettre du 15 oourant au sujot dos Cupitulations et & ina 
réponse officielle aujourd'hui, je sme permets do recommander & In bienveillance dos 
oritée fraogainos les employes indigines—drogmans, socestaires, cawass, dbe.—dew 
consulats hritanniques en Syrie ot au Liban 
Ces employés dans Taccomplissement de leur davoir, ont souvent di fairo dow 
choses qui ont dépla a divers indigines. Nous avonk v A Tentrée do In 
Tarquio vn guerr, ces emplovds indigdnes ont: dd aubir la xpolintion, In_priton, I 
dnstonnade, fa mort méme, par suite de lour amociation avoe le consulats britannique 
Cotte opprowion était souvent provoquéo par des romsentissements partiouliers tout 
futaut que par une action systématique des autorités ottomanes, Hest & craindry que 
maintenant quelques indighn pas toutés d'amouvir des rancunes ancionnes 
smployés, privée de la protection des consulate, Jia done expérer quo let 
srtée wanietaites voudront Gea ten compte dein eituation difcle do am gone ot 
méme, dau lex promiers jours du nouveau régim ir dane un 
set cordial lor indications quo poureient Jour fournit, & titre amicnl, 
Dritanniques sur lo diffcultés dprouvses ar leurs employe inv 
wt, eo 
W. A. SMART. 


Enclosure 3 ia No. 86. 


Acting Consul-General Smart tu His Majesty's Conaular Oficers at Damascus and 
Aleppo. 
Sir, Beir 

WITH reference to my despatch Ne. 184 of the 17th inet anty' 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy forwarded to you, Tam 

cted by the’ Marques Curton: of ‘Kelleston’ to infor you 

co in the measures wdopted by the Frouch High ( 
hia vtercen Now, 2028 and 2089 of the 7th July ast for Uo regulation of jal 
procedure in the ease of fire yria arid the Lebanon, subject to arrangenente 
Feganding their porssnal status being concluded. Copies ‘af these decres wero 
forwarded to. you with a copy of my covering despateh No. 126 of thy 14th ultims to 
the Eoreign ( 

Negotiations regarding the question of personal status of British subjects are now 
in progress with the French High Commissioner, and the result will be cosmnvinicated 

nr in due courne 

*" notice under rkish Order in Council, 1922," will be issued suspending 
poration of the Ottoman Onder ia Council in Spria and the Lebanon, With the 
this notioe consular tribunals in this country can be considered as closed. 

My instructions from the Foreign Office wore received in to a telegeam from 
me summatising the French High Commissioner's “arrété” No. 2226 of the 13th instant 
abolishing the Capitulations in Syria and the Lebanon In that telegram I eusquirod 
whether {could inform British watjects Unat His Sajeaty’s Government aoquicsesl, A 
copy of the above-mentioned *“arr8té” was forwarded to you with the copy of my covering 
Gespatch No. (34 of the 17th instant to the Foreiga Office. T would in this connection 
invite w reference to the first sentence of despatch Nv. 187 of the 10th instant. from 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Pore ir to me, copy af whi ws 
forwarded io you direct. You stiould accordingly take suitable steps to aoqusint Brit 
subjects and protected persoos with the acquiescence of His Majesty's Government in 











the new arrangements instituted by the Preach High Commissioner and with the 
dates of their inauguration, 
Thave, te. 
W. A. SMART. 





[1B 10855 /9049/65) No. 57. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
‘Nocember 8.) 
(No. 187, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Beirout, October 24, 1923, 
T HAVE the honour to invite a refervwoe to your Lordship's despatch No. 130, 
Confidential, of the 24th ultimo, transmitting copies of correspondence with the Frencl 
mssador in London regarding alleged British support of anti-Freach movements 
in Syria 
Although T had rvesived no instructions from your Lordship, 1 thought that, 
i of the very friendly relations which have existed both at Bairout and Aleppo 
between the French authorities and His Majesty's consular «fficers, it wax desirable to 
endeavour to clear up any misunderstandings which might be at the toot of the repre- 
ventationg ude by the French Gorernment- 1 erfoe, after Lancing one day with 
General Weygand, took the opportunity of speaking to him privately on the subject. 
Our omyopsition was extracedinrlyfrnk, aod I venture to rvport it 0 deal and 
rather dixjointedly, ns be talked to.me in the cours of « post-prandial chat, 
‘The enoral said that the trial of the Revolutionary Committee at Aleppo was 
affair, Sentonoes of twenty years imprisonment had been inflicted. He was 
10 Foport to his Government statements of the necussl to the effect that they bad 
British financial support. 
remarked thot Lhad no wish to discus charges against British officors in neigh- 
terested in the 


given May V then nui 


the French authevities at Aleppo hud ever complained of me while I wus there? 
He replied that neither General Billotte nor M. Reclus had over preferred any chat 
againat me ("ne vous & jamais mis on sine”). He was alw quite satiated a to the 
Vamclnness of Mr. Vaughati-Rawell, Ha, howaver, excluded from this general 
exoncration His Majesty's coowul at Damascus, but his plaints against Me. Palmer 
were the mine ne he had previously sunte to mo and were aot directly conuetted with 
the precive question now under consideration, As before, I replied that 1 had no 
sathenty to aw Mes B 
would oaly like to know whut 
plain ‘The genera plied mihor ito, 
tnd he then to enlarge on hia prevwun complainta, ly could not 
prllito ba erupkgal Wife Ucsodlaric/cbout sélisapes exilecly waukegensini-at wre: 
let that point drop. 
ually to other, thongh not clearly, that the meotion of consuls 
ofcers was made with a view to covering all British agents likely to be the chan 
thmogh which the alleged subsidies would pam to. provArab or (pro-Turk committous 
‘The terms of the note of the Comte de Saint-Aulaire do not perhaps expresaly necose 
British consular officors, but suggest that they be reminded of the necomty of refusing 
such subsidios, 

‘The gencral declared that Major MeCallura had an important sersice de renmsigo- 
renga” in Syria. T replied that Major McCallum main interest was in the movements 
of Tutkia trospe—a watter of importance to Irak. With regard to Syrian information, 
thia wa furnished him by the French" Bureaus des Reteignementa” 1 could anmwer 
for his complete loyalty towards the French authorities in Syrin 

T begged the general to tell me frankly of any matters which were 
troubling him with regard to Anglo-French rel mia. He knew bow prouliarly 
ftiendly were iny pecsooal feelings towards Fravce, where since boybad the greater 
yort of my life in Burope had been spent. It was, therefore, particularly distressing to 


me that there should be any misunderstandings betwoen us. He replied that he was 
quite aware of this, and that from the beginning he had been * seduced” by what he 
vas too flatteringly pleased to term my knowledge of French. He then went on to xy 
that he grestly appreciated my frankness, which he would reciprocate, 

The French position in Syria, he anid, was extraordinarily difficult hetwoen the 
Turks and the Arabs. The installation in Irak and Trangjordania of the Emirs Feisal 
and Atdullah, who were enemies of France, had made things mom difficult, The 
relations with Palestine were fortunately very good, but the presence of the two Emirs 
on the Syrian bonfer was « perpetual danger. 

‘The general thon remarked that I was reported to have had at Aleppo a * 
de renseignements irés bien nganisé,” the implication presumably being thnt th 
uo apparent need for it. Tendeavonred to couvinge bis that sot only lad T had no 
funds for intelligence work, but able to obtain while there 


not pro-British, 
T pointed out that these 
h the Shereefan régime 
table that some conf 


red to Mr, Jackman, who, fortunately, has Jef the country, 1 

very detailed memorandum® which Majoc McCallum has kindly” prepared 
regarding this rath pousible porwn. Ltold the genoral that Major MeCallum had 
done his bast to prevent Mr, Jackn iandleting nbout the country. 

The gouoral said that aM or Beane” (he had forgotton the exact 
name) had recently been travelling about the Siate of Aleppo, eo © rmgular 
political enquiry, waking people whother they were satisfied with the Fronch mandate, 

his gentleman was in the Hagslad Polio Administration. It was difficult not to be 
troubled by auch a visitor, 

asked tho general to let mo have the traveller's exact name, ao that I might make 
suitable enquiries. He promised to do x. 

T understand that there Brain in the Irak Intelligence Sarvios, 
but Ido not know wheter eis te person in yuotion, 

Tho general said that an Arb emissary had recently come from Egypt tose Major 
McCallum. [replied that [ was sure he had boon misinformed, for Mase Metall aie 
kindly kept me acquainted with his work, aud I had hoard nothing of such a visitor, 

‘The British linison officer, vaintest with the general's remarks, has ne 

ny nissary, dea who could Iw intended. Major MeCallom's 

with the French have always. beon of a very friendly nature, and hin loyal 

has been greatly appreciated by them, In this connection, | would invite a 

ioe to the note of the French Ambassador in London to your Lordship of the 

Sth May, 1922, full of praises of Major MoCallum, I cannot imagine who is respousible 

for the fables which recently appear to havo toon related to. the general abut this 
officer. 

‘The geuécal said that, although he had never mentioned the matter in any report 
to Paris. he had been disturled by the fst that Sir Horbert Samuel, just before the 
attack on his ewort, had asked for permiason in Motullah to visit Kamel Bey-ol-Assad, 
although this visit would have involved « journey of 25 to 30 kilom. out of the beaten 
track. This Mussulinan notable, though ‘now submissive, wat an enemy of France. 
Nevertheless, he (the general) bad acyuiesoed in the visi 


* Not peated, 





‘The general referred to the anti-French attacks of the Cairo newspaper “Al 
which, according to him, was financed by us. Lately it bad pablished an 
rtiole aocusing the French of having incited Sultan-ul-Adwan against the Emir 
Abdullah. 4 to his suggestion that fokattam " was finanool by us He 
objection aside, and said that be v t. One of 
propri paper had recently been in the Le 
romonstrated with him for the anti-French attitude of “Al Mokattam,” 
deprecatingly referred to certain influences, to which apparently the 
subject, 

T presume that the men referred to is M. Sarronf, son of the proprietor of ** AL 
Mokattam,’ who has been suimoring in the Lebanon. M. Sarrouf bad frequent 
conversations with Captain Lauras, of the Freach "Bureau des Rens mts.” 
M. Sarrout, according to his own uccount, 
was not anti-Freaoh, but merely pro-Syrian, that the French only paid attention to its 
factigles, sritjoiaing thou, but did not note ite articles. pruising their action. Tt would 
oom uilikely that M. Saerouf male the insinuation attributed to him. 1 would 
Hiention that the general hae previously moutioned to me the wnti-French attitude 
"Al Mokattatn.” tf difficult to. persuade the French that this paper ia 
not in nome way Unsle perhaps be of advantage if 
anything could be dove to modarate its attaeke against the French. 

The genernl remarked that reoeatly the Irak authorities had summoned Meshal 
Faria, of hammar tribe on the Irak-Syrian borler, Meshal was » Bedouin 
chief in. the Frouch zone, and it wax difficult to imagine what ground we had for 
summoning hin. 

‘Tho general said thot he was not, like some Frenchmen, Anglophobe, Me bad 
many friends in Kogland, Bub it was impossible to. remain bliad to what was 
going « = 

‘Dur conversation was ropeatedly interrupted by socrrtarins entering with telegrams, 
fe, nally, T bad to take my leave without really liquidating the discussion, as 1 
ronlined that the onoral’s staff, evidently full of information aboot. the election going 
fon that afternoon for the prosidance of tho Lagialative Counell, did not relish the length 
fof our convermtion. It will therfore be understood why some uf the general's remarks 


emuined unanawered, though. the re ied His Majouty's High Commissioners in 
Euypt, Trak and Palestine could porhaps more fittingly furnish, would not appear to be 
vory diflioult 

T venture to hope that the general's remarks will uot, in view of the private 
eharwot wr converantion, be aed in any discwmions with Parie Te seems tothe 
that Fi all to our ndvantage to ge itm toni his grivanon, and if his onfidenoes 


tre handled cor formally. hemay beoome more reserved in the futur.” If His Majesty's 
High Commissioners in Bgyps, Trak and Palestine should wish to make any obscrvations 
con pointe rhised in out convermtion, | think that these coul vantageouly 
conveyed to the general, throng f. Satow, in nn informal mater. 

Hy imprenion ix that Goneral Weyyand's mind is being poisoned by his often badly 
aye in ontte le T think, personally inclioedto be very friendly tows, 
but iis diffigult for a High Coumainsionor hore to avoid infection by che Frenab colonial 
imaphrs sony alvage unsympathetic to tn. Moreover be Buds himself continually 
harumod by the grave problem powed for France in & y the presunce in rak and 
‘Tranxjordania of King Vinal and Emir Alxtullah, yer loyal may be the attitude 
‘of the British authorities in thone countries, the fact remains that these Sheree! 
rulers of border States constitute kiblehs, to wh inevitably turn Arab maleoatents 
in Syria. Twould submit Uint this factor should inspire us with some indulgence tn 
pprosiating the suxpiciousneas of the Froach heres, In this coaneetion, 1 hare the 
sorta to tavite a reference to my despatch No. 45 of the Sixt May last from Aleppo, 
vit ia peuliacly relevant Co the peraent question. 

T aude it quite oleae to the general that I had no authority from your Lordship co 
nuke any representations. to him, and that my remarks were of «private nature, 
Jnspated. by the desire to discover and remove what 1 felt was oaly misuaderstandin 
On taking my leave, T-expressed thy hope that he woald always tell me frankly 
anythi ind against us I falt sure that in evory case T would be ablo 
totum reawuring explauations He promised to do #0, and we parted very 
cordially 

T have, be. 

WA. SMART, 
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[E 10856 /867/89) No. 88, 


Acting Consul-General Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston— 
(Received November 8.) 6 
Pim 
iy Lord, Beirout, October 26, 1923, 
THAVE the honour to roport that the Aid-i-Maulad (the birth of the Prophet), 
which coincided with the 2 haractorised this year in Beirout by 
demuasteations of Muslim-Christian fraternity. Christian and Muslim notables 
exchanged visits, and the Croas and the Crescent wero affixed together over the door of 
the principal mosque. A crowd of Muslims proceeded from the mosque to the (reek 
Orthodox Chureli of St. Nicholae and mado a domonstration of friendship in the 
courtyard of the church. ‘The demonstrators nade vociferous allusions to the Arabic 
oie" an declared et Moalins and Christians wore beaters 
ft would seem that these deménstrations, which were curefully organised, are_part 
ofthe Masks Arab toremeat agsiagt tbe inclasion ia, te" Crane, aban” ot tha 
territories not in the pre-war Lebanon, and, more generally, against the division of 
Sree into o number of Sites. The Muslin wish to win aver Christians to the cause 
of Syrian unity. 
Thavo, &¢. 
W. A. SMART. 





No. 89, 
Mr, Otiphant to Dr. Najicel-Aaril 


Sin, Foreign Office, November 8, 1923, 
WITH toforoace to your lotter of the 12th aaah recoataieg e hada lat 
of article 2 of the proposed Anglo-Haxhimite ‘Treaty, Tam directed by the Marqtiess 
Curaon of Kedleston vo inform you that, while Hin Majoaty's Government aro. stl 
engage in con ring tla vero tin al its aspects, his Lordehip co it essontial 
» ascertain definitely whether Hix Hashimite Majesty himeelf is willing to negotiate 
tho basis of your now draft. pT ah 
= ere oe a adheres to Me view expressed in my letter of the 2nd 
at, before begotiations are resumed. i€ is nocosary Wo eliminate ai bh 
sandoratanding which may till subsist between Mie: Majesty's Goveratient. an 
King Hussein as to tho basis on which those negotiation muxt proceed, Tf, therefore, 
w version of article ~ has wot yet boon communicated to King Hussein, | arn to 
roqiest that this «aay be dooe forthwith, and at the same time the importance of the 
on to the White Paper of 192 mar be clearly ides wo his Mal 
3. His Majesty's Govermuoat will require your explicit nesurance that Ki 
Hussoin realivos that they adhers to the poly of ihe Balfour Declaration of 1917, os 
a in the outline of the pol M ‘Government in 
the White Paper of Juno 122, Any reference to that White 
Paper in the body of artiole 2 will, in istitute such a recognition and acceptance 
‘of the policy of His Majesty's roment, although the Balfour Declaration is not 
Ieationed ty name in th treaty 
_ 4. When you ure in a position to satisfy tho Secrotary of State that King Hussein 
is ally aware Of the preciso implication of your new dratt of article 2 us daborsted 
above, a reply will be addressel to you regarding the farther negotiations on the basis 
of the sion whi h you have nov propared. In the meantime, it would bo premature 
digonse the exact worling of this vnrsion or to suggost any modificatious until the 
principal issuo is disposed of in a satisfactory manner. 
T have, &o. 
LANCELOT OLIPHANT. 


11361) 
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[1 10962/531/89] No, 90. 


‘Acting Conaul-General Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
‘Noremier 12) 
(No, 140.) 
My Lord, Beirout, October 27, 1923. 

‘4 DECREE No, 2001, dated the 28nd June, 1923, has recently been published 
by the French High Commission regulating the relations of the Syrian Federation aud 
ite component States 

‘According to this decree, the Governors of the States act in their reapecti 
aa agents of the federation for the federal services. For this purpose and for these 
services only they will possess the attributions of valis acsonling to Ottoman law. 
‘They are to ensure the publication and execution of federal decrees, the co-operation of 
the local with tho federal authorities. ‘They transmit to the federal directors or the 
President of the Federation observations on the application of federal decrees or 
regulations. They ean exercise no direct action on the federal services or officials, to 
‘whom they can give no order ‘The foderal administrations correspond direct with 
their offciale in the different States, However, correspondence relating to questions of 
overaiment or local State interest or to questions requiring the exeeutive co-operation 
Of the local administrations must be trausinitted throngh the Governors 

The Governors indicate to tho President of the irregularities of 
the federal services aad can demand enquiries with a view to the reformation or 
annulation of acts of federal agenta 

"The federal directors cau make similar ropromntations to the Governors ns regards 
local administrations in relation to the federal services, rhea 

‘The tiovernors exercise general surveillance of the conduct of federal officials in 
the States, 2 

‘They ean report to the federal directors reprehensible acts committed by federal 
agents and dematd enquiries with «vie at. Departinental reports 0 
{oderal officials in permaneut service in the different States pass through the Governors 
to the foderal directors, and the Governors can add their comments to these repucts, 

‘The Governors cannot interfere in the administration of justice, but they car 
report to the federal Director of Justice irregularities committed by magistrates and 
demand enquiries. 

Tn All casee, complaints of federal or State wuthorition will not prejudico the 
sanctions to be applied by the regulations of tho authority, feserol or Btate, to which 
‘complaint ix made by the other nuthority. m 

The Governars ensure the legal execution by the police of the judgments or 
locrves issued by the federal tribunals, The Governors alone have the right of pardon 
‘ot remission of gentoncea for nll condemnations pronounced by the tribunals, within: the 
lorritory of their respective States I 

"Any conflict of tmtual confidence between the Governors anv the federal authorities 
will be mubminted to the arbitration of the High Commimioner: 

‘A SMART. 





(B 10905/88/65) No. 91 
Mr. Chilton to the Marquess Curaon of Keileston.—(Receited November 12.) 
No. 1850.) 
< Washington, November 2, 1923, 
HHL rwfhrenee to my despatch No. 1285 of the 19th Oetober, T have the hon 
to inform your Lordship thet the views on Ziouisns expressed by Mr. Teruel Zangwil! 
At the opeting of the American Jewish Congress in New York have bee emphatically 
we added be Americas Jews, and his forecast that his adiress would make him many 
powerfu ‘hus been realised. In uo letter addremed to Mr, Nathan Straus, 
Perera Svreident of the congees, Mr. Untermyer, attorney atl president of ‘the 


Palestie Foundation Fund, vigorously proteats ogninat, te ‘setion of tho congress i 


permitting the ase of its platform by angwill against the Palestine movement 
Aer te satily’diecunted tho atiacks by Me. Zangwill on the Balfour 
src aration, on Sir Herlert Samuel and the Ziouist organisations throughout the world, 
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Leaded by Dr, Weizmann. ‘The High Commissioner for Palestine had, in Mr. 
Untermyer's opinion, “handled « difficult administrative problem in Palestine with 
consummate skill and no small measure of success” Referring to Mr. Zangwill’s 
fatement that a “Jewish State was possible at the moment when the Arab was « 
lofeated enemy, liberated from the Turk and glad enough to take on auy political 
impress,” Mr. Untermyre characterises this view asa lurid and bragen proposal for 
expropriating and expatriating the Arabs, a proposal which could only have been born 
n the mind of one accustomed to deal with the fancies aud phantasme of the world of 
fiction” 
‘The most bitter attack is directed aguinat the passages in Mr. Zangwill! 
referring to Amurient dows, and his suggestion that thers should be an ong 
the “Jewish vote” inthe United States has created deep indignation 
thought,” writes Mr, Untermyer, “involves a baseloss reflection upon our American 
patrotiem nnd cannot be too earnestly denounced, as it would be by his own British 
Etlow-ctizens if he dared offer such » monstrous suggestion to thorn. I suggest, that 
hie try it on bis fellow-citineus instead of erussing the ocean to offer this gratuitoue inwult 
to us Americans.” 
Vhave, io. 


i, G, CHILTON. 





[EB 10983 /7493/65) No. 92. 

Sir Odo Russell to the Marquess Curso of Kedterton.—(Recvived November 13.) 
(No. 150) 

My Lord, Palazzo Borghese, Rome, November 8, 1923. 

T HAVE. the honour to inform your Lordship that foremost among the diferent 
sees, for which appointments are expected to be made in the near future, is that of 
Turin, which becate yavant early in the prevent year on the death of Cardinal 
Richely. Owing to its proximity to Racoonigi, the Archbishop ia brought into 
frequent touch with the Ttalinn Royal family, and this fact alone necessitates careful 
selection, The candidate most indicated for the post, apart from purely religious 
considerations, and whose nate is most frequently mentioned is Mgr. Bartolomast, 
the Chaplain-General of thearmy,and persona grata in Royal circles. But fromwhat 
Thear, itis felt by some members af the Sacred College that someone of a more neutral 
colour should be chosen, and it will be no great surprise if the Pope decides to 
appoint Mgr. Batlassina, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem. His candidature is 
boing strongly supported, not merely because be is unfitted for his present post, but 
becatiae he is said to possess inany of the qualities desired for the management of a 
Tonge diocese. His want of tact, however, will tell against him. 

"As T have already had the honour to report, the need for finding another post 
for Mge. Barlassina is keenly felt at the Vatican; and no opportunity bas been lost 
in the last few years by this Legation of keeping this sentiment alive. ‘The late Pope 
refused to have him back in Rome; and his position in the Hicrarcly was too high 
for any but an important Archbishopric elsewhere to be given hit, 

Its, however fail to speclate on his chance fr Turin, though the powiility 
of hie appointment haa been known to this Legation forse tnonths, 

With the possibility of his removal from Palestine comes the burning question of 
hhis successor at Jerusalem. 

‘The appointment of Father Paschal Robinson to the Latin Patriarchate was 
considered some five years ago, but it was found impossible to break the tradition 
that the incumbent should be an Italian. ‘Chis will militate against him now as 
Iefore, in spite of the fact that he stands in high favour in Rome and is consulted. 
‘on almost all questions affecting the Holy Land, Another candidate who should be 
‘more generally acceptable is Mgr. Vallega, Archbishop of Smyrna, who is at present 
im Rome, and unlil mls 4 Some gir SS ‘He is a gentleman and a 

1a man of strong character and personal attraction. His selection would, 
{Rec comvinced, from all T bear, be thoroughly acceptable to His Majesty's Govern: 
ment, He is well known to the Legation and Father Paschal Robinson, who axeures 
me that-no better appointment could made. 

Tt is, on the other hand, within the bounds of possibility that an entirely new 
innovation may be made. The whole question of the Oriental Church is being closely 
studied by the Holy See, and the tendency is rather to  delatinise"” than to latinise 

[uis6r] “2 








fer 


the Catholics of the East. It may therefore come about that the Patriarchate at 
Jerusalem will be handed over to the Greek Uniates. In the opinion of Father 
Paschal Robinson this would be the best solution of all. 
No decision is likely at present, and I shall not fail to report further to your 
Lordship as developments occur. 
T have, &e. 
ODO RUSSELL. 





(B 11049/867/89) No 93, 


Acting Congul-General Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,— (Received 
Norember 15.) 
(No 143) 


My Lord, Beirout, October 31. 1923 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 124 of the 12th ultimo, T have the honour 
to transmit herewith copies of three arrétés, Nos. 2144, 2145, dated the 30th August, 
1928, and No 2147, dated the Sist Auwust, 1923, creating Representative 
Assemblies in the three States of the Syrian Federation, 

‘The provisions of these three decrees are very similar and have been summarised 
in my above-mentioned despatch, ‘The following are the most noteworthy 
variations -— 


‘The representation of minorities is assured differently, The following are the 
articles of the different arrétés regulating this minority representation :— 

For Aleppo: Arrété No. 2144, article 2. 

For Damascus: Arrété No. 2145, article 2 

For the State of the Aluouites: Arrété No, 2147, article 3, 


In the Assombly of the Alaonites only there will be an undefined number of 
members nominated by arrété of the High Commissioner issued at the instance of 
the Governor. (Arrité No. 2147, articles 1, 95, 96, 97.) 

T have also the honour to transmit’ arrété Nos. 2197, 2198, 2199 of the 
24th August, 1923,* regulating’ the operation and attributions of these three State 
Assemblies. " The provisions of these three arrétés are almost identical. 

‘The most interesting part of these arrétés is that dealing with the attributions 
of the Assemblies (articles 15 to 30). It will be noticed that “obligatory 
expenditure” constitutes the greater part of the debit side of the budget and is 
not to be submitted to the Assemblies, which can only control the ** non-obligatory 
expenditure (articles 22 and 23). ‘This provision is doubtless necessary, for it would 
be dangerous to give the Assemblies the power of disorganising the administration 
by refusing credits for current expenditure, 

However, the Assemblies exercise a general control over revenue, snbject to the 
approval of the High Commissioner and the inseription of the necessary credits to 
coer the“ obligatory” expenditure (articles 27 and 28) 

‘Their legislative attributions are consultative (article 29). 

‘Their administrative attributions appear to be limited to matters least likely 
to raise political issues (article 20). 

Article 32 in each arrété assures minority representation in the delegation to 

leral Council, Aleppo and Damascus must each delegate one Christian 

tive, and in the Alaonite Assembly the Delegates to the Federal Council 

are designated "by taking into account the proportional representation of the 
contessiona in the Representative Council.”* 

Te will bo avon that the powers of the Assemblies are very limited, but, if there 
fre on the part of the populations any genuine inclination to co-operate with 
France, these modest local parliaments. would be nseful training grounds for the 
development of a political life in harmony with Western democratic ideas 
Unfortunately, the great majority of the populations of the two interior States has 
not the slightest wish to co-operate with ony European rulers, and no aptitude or 
liking for parliamentary government, Apart from Nationalist objections to these 
Assemblies, it is dificult to rid the ignorant people of apprehensions that, their 
registration as electors may somehow involve them in schemes of new taxation or 
inilitary service. Hence the creation of these Assemblies bas encountered either 
hostility, as.at Damascus, or indifference, as at Aleppo 


+ Not inte 


In the State of the Alaouites the situation is different, That territory 
comprises a majority of heretics to whom tbe Sunni orthodoxy has always been an 
oppressor. It is in a backward condition and has no national aspirations. The 
Alaonites are, therefore, well-disposed to France, and would probably have been 
quite content to continue under ber paternal despotism without any parliamentary 
make-believe. They strongly object, anyhow, to inclusion in the Federation, whic 
for them represents the reassertion over their country of the Sunni tyranny, from 
which France rescued them. The recent articles of M. Maurice Barrés and 
M_ Poincaré’s reply on this subject have doubtless been brought. to your Lordshij 
notice. As long as France safeguards Alaouite autonomy, she should have little 
trouble with the Alaouite Assembly, whose parliamentary activities are unlikely to 
te very intense 

In Damascus there has been strong opposition to the institution of these 
Aseomblies, ‘They are considered to be instruments for the perpetuation of the 
political divisions of the countey effected by the mandatory Power. Mr. Palmer 
Will doubtless report to your Lordship on the recent manifestations of this opposition 
at Damascus 


To the deputation 
itch No, 124 of the 12th ultimo, General 


W. A. SMART 





[B 11050/914/89) No. 94, 


‘Acting Cansul-General Smart to the Marquéns Curton of Kedleston. (Received, 
Nosember 18:) 

(ie. 4) 

My Lord, Beirout, November 1, 3. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 136 of the 23rd ultimo, | have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of « letter { have received from the French High Commie 
sioner defining tho “tribunaus consulaires” in the “arte” enclosed in. my 
despateh No. LM of ¢ 

The. various “arr” 10 rigino appear 
to have been draited:retber tawkilfally: Obviously co Lis formed paly 
a part of the judicial wystom to be superseded on the Ist January, 1924, by. tho 
tribunals created by the “arréde" enclosed in my despatch No 125° of tho 
14th September last.” However, aa it was clear that foreigners would not be subjected 
to the ond panals, I had, beforo the reooipt of the general's communica 
toa, inna *ttibungux coasalaires” ae including the mixed courte at 
pprosnat competent to {ry cases concerning nationals of capitulatory Powers.  Linterprot 
the last seutence’ of the enclosure to. Geporal Weygand's letter to reler tb sentenced 
iciven without the assent of the consular dragocosn during the eapitulatory period. 

T have also the honour to enclose copy of 1 letter trom Goseral Weygand in reply 
to my private lettor copy of which was enclosed in my despatch No. 130 of the 
23nt altimo. This reply appears to be sutislactory, and | have addressed a suitable 
Totter of thanks to the general, 

Lam forwarding copies of this despatch w His Majesty's consular olficers ay 
Damascus and Aleppo, together with a copy of my private letter referred to above: 
[have auggusted to them tbe advisability of a very sparing use of recommendations ir 
favour of their native employees. 

T have, do, 
W. A SMART, 
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Enclosure 1 in No 94. 


Genoral Weygand to Acting Consul-General Smart. 


insul géndral, Beyrouth, le 30, octobre 1 
LE 15 courant, fai ou Vhonneur de vous adresser une copie de Arrété 
13 octobre relatifs suppression des Capitulations, é 
‘Comme suite ii cot envoi, j'ai Thonueur de yous faire tenir anjourd’hai et etjoint 
copie do ma letire du 37 courant & mes délégués en os qui coacorne ,\'iaterprétation 
quill convient de donner, dans article 2, au terme" tribunaux consulaires 
Veuillez agréer, &e. 
WEYGAND. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 94. 
Circular from General Weygand to French Delegates in Syria. 


COMME; suite A ma transmission Go 1'Ar8té 2226 du 13 octobre 1923, relatif 
la suppression doa Capitulations, j'81 'honneur de vous faire connaltre Vinterprétation 
Quill convient de donner, dans Vartiele 2, au torme * tribunaux constlaires 

Il’ y 1» iow de comprondra par id, sans avoune exception ni résorve, toute 
Vorganisation juliciaire telle qu'elle fonctlonnait ea vertu da régime capitulaire. 

Diautre part, afin d'évitor toute controverse qui pourrait se produire, le 1" janvier 

lors do Ventrée en viguenr di nouvean régime, il est bieu entendu quo les 
jugemonts et arrdts, taut civils et commerciaax que ‘pénaux, qui auraient pu étre 
Tendus autériourement et que les consula n'auraient pas cra devoir exécuter, ne seront 
susceptiblen d’aueune exéoution ot que les instances y ayant doué liew ne pourront 
litre roprivos, 


Beyrouth, te 27 vctobre 102%. 


Enclosure in No. 04. 


General Weyyawd to Acting Consul-Ceneval Smart 


M. le Consul général, Beyrouth, le 30 octobre 1923. 
BN prom ais pax manqus 
do doaner nix us vores blow 
nie magne ; E me 
ar imutile gua je voun ‘lise que tne suggestion 
calle a vos collsguos dara exnininée de Ia {agon Ia plas bienveitlnnte possible en ce 
Toa sapounes qui pourraieut trouver Voceasion de wexercer en maison du 


jouvel tat ea chases, et je vous prie, se. 
louvel état de choaes, ot je vous prie, Sar.) 





[EB 1146/46/91) No, 95. 


Coneut Bullard to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Received November 19.) 
(No. 85. 
y ion. Jeddah, October 29, 1023. 
TN ‘the despatch whion I had the honour ty address to your Lordship on the 
10th October (No. 88}, T toade @ brief roferonce to 4 serious case uf brigandage on the 
Madina road. I now’ beg to report on the case in detail, with copies of all the 
corvsponlence.® Tam treating it at length—at wearisome length, it may be 
Tales carrint by the pilgrims will probably catse an outéry i 
sMiiory itwl? the King’s attivade to it, and the manner in 
the claim hus been treated by the Hedjaz authorities, give a full and significant: 
Picture of conditions in the Hedjaz 
+ Nea piste 
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2, Early in September reports began to circulate in Jeddah that of a large caravan. 
which bad left Jeddah for Medina on the 11th August « considerable portion waa in the 
hands of Bedouin at a place called Khaif. and that the pilgrims were being asked to 
Pay an unusually large sum na toll to secure their release. Both to show that this 
agency was not ignorant of the ease, and to support an argument I had put forward 
more than once it: correspondence with the Hashimite Government concerning destitute 
Indios, viz that not all were destitute by their own fault, sent to, Moco letter 
enquiring about the caravan. Thin enquiry was met by the reply usually given by the 
sg irguch easen, The Hashmite Gevetament know better than the Bria 

what their daties to pilgrims arc, and the agency had better look after the faa 
destitates. 

3. The majority of the pilgrims from the delayed caravan reached Jeddah on the 
8th October, the rest wi (A British ship, the steamship 
* Jedidal," costing 501 a clay while idl in Jeddah harkour for the 
pilgrims for overs fortnight.) The pilgrim guides, Meee, 
made the most strenuous efforts to. prevent. the pili rs 
complain, but, though this succeded at first with somo of the mors i 
the pilgrims concerned, being of the more prosperous and better educated classes, wore 
not to be intimidated, 

4. The pilgrims’ tale is this: On the Lith August a caravan, compared of about 
2,000 camels, left Jevdab for Medina. At Bir Husani, some five days from Jeddah, it 
‘was held up by Bedouin for three days, uutil a toll of 12 a eame) had been 
pilgrims were annoyed, but not surprised, and they went on their way thinking their 
troubles were over, When they reached the place where the road divides into wo 
branches, the Ghar and the Sultani, most. of the pilgrims were taken by the Ghar rond, 
but the trunsport contractors and camelmen in charge of a portion of the caravan, 
which was composed almost exclusively of Todians, of whom most were men of substsnce, 

ng their charges hy the Sultani road, alleging that it was safor ynd wore 
artable, ‘The Indians begued to be allowed to yo with tho majority of their fellow: 
re, and even offered to pay something extra if they were allowed to do 90, but 
the contractors and eamelmen were obdurate. ‘Tho Indian oaravan, numbering between 
400 and 400 camels, uerefore prose. by the Sultan road, ‘They gamed Khait—a 
pact some treo days from, Medina —and at a few miles 
beyond they were stopped by Bedouin, who fred over ther. 
retreated to Khaif, where they waited to me what would bh 
nothing whatever happened, excopt that on the third day the eam 
they had no food for their bearts, disappoared, taking their camels with them and 
Teaving the pilgrims stranded, ARor a fortnight of uncertainty Bedouin appeared 
and dewanded 15L. per camel as toll. The pilgrims were unable to pay ao large 
larly 8 the Bedouin did not except the poorer people from the toll, but expretasl 
average to be made up by the rich, After rouch, kuryaining the domand was 
reduced to 9L per camel, the Bedouin saying, with somo humour, thet the pil 
‘surely afford that, since they had paid $2. a camel to" the chiet robber at Mecca." By 
this the brigands meant King Hussoin, who receives the difforence between whnt. the 
camelmen get, n litile over Sia easel, and what the pilgrims pay, 141.» camel, After 
spending twenty-eight clays at Khait exposed to many throats’ and sullering many 
stuall robberies, which sometimes seenved likely to turn into general looting, the pilgrims 
scraped up sum which averaged 21.8 camel, whereipan, the camelmes having ow 
ribbled back. they were allowed to proceed. At Medina the Government representative, 


ir claim would 


for payment to the camolmen when the pilgrims 

vlyca’s excuse for this was that as thei journey 
‘was ending at Yambo they would not be able to get the balance of camel hire from the 
guides or their agents in Meces or Jeddab. At Yambo the pilgrims wanted to send a 








telegram to me to abk that the steainship “Jeddah,"which had been waiting to take 
thein to India for over a fortnight, might be sent up with their kit to take them on 
board at Yambo, but the telegraph office refused to accept the message The reaso 
for the refusal ie well known : The King was sending up his two tiny eraft, the Taw 
and the “Rashid,” and was not to be haulked of his passage mouey. This cotsideration 
also spoiled the plan of some fifty or sixty pilgrims, who bad hired a dhow to take 
them to Jeddah, They paid 300 medjidiehs (les than 10x. a head) for a dhow, which 
would hold 100 perous. and were expecting to travel in comfort, bat they were not 
gp by dhow ; 630 pilgrims and some 80 guides were crammed on to the 
ere they remaiuel for twenty-two hours iu a state of acute discomfort, 
tly wedged in among their fellows that they could not get wut to 
procure food For this they bad to pay the King 13 ropoes a head, and in 
Addition’ thes le to pay passport, quarantitie and other fees (all to be pai 
gain re from Jedial ), amounting to 6 ru 
thom #1 rupeos more than the return to Jeddah by caravat 
inder of the caravn ‘Jeddah in two dhowa; the rest were 
Devugt on the other Hash "—frve, the papers say. 
‘Tho claim made to ive by the pilgrims fall into four classes >— 


on neoonnt of Losses wt Bir Husuni and Khiif, vig,, 102 a camel. 
+B" claiwns, in respect of dispated charges for camel hiry on the Medina-Yambo 


claims, for round of 11. a eamel paid by the Motnon communi 

claims, for refund of » portion of the caivel hire paid at Mecea. iu cotisidernt 
of the fact that the pilgrims wore ot brought to Jeddah by camel 
only to 


1k in necoasaty to ‘ntrose thin point, because in iny correspondence with Mecca T 
coutned siya 16.°°A” Calms, we the Weal authoriies were: dealing more’ oe Tose 
honestly with "By" C nD” elain tt ies from Mecen, however, constantly 

witructions Issued by the Hashimite Goverament to the katioakam 
Jeddah “ to refund il this caravan whatever he should clair 
tn he 


elaine lay aginst. private 
portons A claliin agalint. the Ci ‘To simplify matters, lot me may that 
the "18" claim petered out on the gr mati wore justified in charging 
oxtro If pilgritin atayed longor than three days in Medina, and that consequently wone 
of the pilgrinie would tuk onth ax to this elai ‘Memon community recovered their 
au mber of pilgrims seeured w refund of 21. a cael 
fiom the guides (“Dl no of the“ D* elaine remained unsettled 1 
do not know : the pilgrims loft before this point could be cleared up 
6, Ax the Hashimite Government hud already adinitted their hability to the extent 
of paying 7004 xt Medina, and ns, moreover, the pilgrim conoorned wore mowt of therm 
people of so.ne atanding, whow influence in Iudia the King might bo expected to fear, 
[hoped that’ the balance of the dam due ix spect of "A" claim might perhape be 
cured and distributed (0 the pilgrims before they left Jediab, and T Tost no. time in 
that failed, I tried to secure a 


id 


sul th 
What appears Uv he meant a a al reject 
Mecca (Enclosure 23). 

7, ‘There wasia moment when, as I reported in my despatch No. 83, T thougbt that 
tho King intended to intervene, as though he ld vever beard of the ease tll then, and 
to nettle the claim, This rash belief was founded on a visit from the Sheree Taha, 
the president of the Committee for Pilgrini Affairs. ‘This gentleman was formerly i 
charge of the Jeddab condenser, but he robbed his employer, the King, 0 outrageously, 
that he was discharged and subsequently put into his present position, where he can 
rob only pilgrim He had never beon to see me before, aod at first appeared to bare 
no business whatever. Finally, be came to the point : If the agency could not get 
satiafuetion out of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, why not appeal to the King? I 

so Bow iapoaibla ork WOuld be if we Worried Hits Majesty with every ease, 
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ad that ony inthe very last recor could T think of troubling him; but, if His Majsty 
did happen to hear of the Khaif ease, be would no doubt eall for the papers aud. take ® 
decision, I hoped that the King’s intervention would be favourable to the pilgrims, 
but all be wanted was » good opportunity to write ven as 
Enclosure 20. The correspondence bas, of course, heen 

beginning, as we know from the peculiar style of the letters, the * argun 

and the state of paralysis into which the Forvign Secretary and the kaimaka 
Jeddah fall when the matter is mentioned to them, Nearly all the letters nomi 
From the Foreign Office were signed by Sheikh Sadaka, the Assistant Secretary, whom 
the King gets to sign letters which he is rather ashatned to show to the Secretary, 
Sheikh Fuad, who has been trained under a diflerent system in the Soudan. On two 
‘oceasions, however, a. practice against which this agency has already bud to protest was 
followed, and a signature, parporting to be Sheik Fuad’, but really written by someone 
lee, was affixed to letters addrossed to 


(1) The document bearing forged 
the 29th October). 


fand by production of the awn statement. No countenarguments have 
‘boon adduced, and no reference to the relevant clause of the sworn statement 
‘or to the letter from the brigands to one of the tranaport contractors. has 
ever been: made. 

(5,) Being gravelled for lack of argument, the authorition went mo inrtoad a copy of 
‘telegram, in which eleven Pornian pilgrime told the King they had beot 
quite comfortable on the pilgei Wl wookd he roe passage 
ome. They also rominded to me money 
found on dead Indiaw i apt vitae aot 
to be matched, they said, in any otbor country in the worl 

(6.) In their letters and telegrams the Hedjax authoritien constantly refer to the 
necessity for pilgrims to take oath before the proper official as to the loxes 
they have muffored, hut when, acting on my inateuctions, the leading pilgrims 
went before the kaimakam of Jeddah, who was dealing with the minor 
claims, and asked to be allowed to thke oath us to the Khaif incident, 
permission was refused. 

(7.) The King sys in se many words that it in in any case the fvult of Hig 
Majesty's Government, im that (a) they have not granted all his political 
demands, and (6) they have not_given him the necessary assistance in 
internal fais two letters (Enckmare 20 and 32) ace worth au 
tion, as he expressly disclaims responsibility for onything that happeus in 
the Hedjaz though be will do his best. Beat ti inlet prone whi 
he makes (Enclosure 22) rules out, it would appear, all loses incurred before 
the pilgrimage, and therefore excludes nearly all the claims of pilgrims from 
British Malaya and the Dutch East Indies. It is to be supposed that King 
Hussein's conduct over the Khaif incident represents his bet. 


{11861} 
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10. It: must not be supposed that the enclosed corresponrteuce contains any unique 
features. le simply illotentes King Homein'a unchanging attitade on all watters where 
it is a quostion of the concession of point by the Hashimite Government to another 
Government or of payment of a cl ¢ the Royal Treasury. The general course 
of the correspondence, on the Hi ‘erament’s side, is invariaile; All serious 
arguinents. ary ignored, the Governmunt's care for the pilgrims is praised, irrelevant and 
‘often abeurd considerations are advanced, and, Snally, with ao little reason. that it 
might as well have formed the subject of the firt letter as of the last: * We see no 
necessity to continue the correspondence, the matter having already becn suficiently 
discussed." ‘This type of letter, of which the files of this agency are full, says as clearly 
a though the words were written: “And what do you propose todo about it?” In 
all cases of the type defined above, the replies, whether from the Department far 
Foreign Affairs or fro the King, amount in tho end to no more than Cambronne’s 
roply at Waterloo to the British summons to surrender. The spirit behind the replies 
is not, howorer, Cambronne’s splendid dofiance of danger, but. the feather-beaded 
bravudo of » Tartarin, confidioat that the much talked of dangers have no. real 
existence, 
11. Tabould be glad to receive your Lordships insteuctie 

Khaif caso oF not. 

. A copy of thin despatch and of its enclosures is being wont to the Government 
of India, % 


5, Be. 
it W. BULLARD. 





[E 1148/46/91) No, 06. 


Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 19.) 


(No, 87.) 
My Lord, Jeddah, October 29, 1923. 
IN the despatch which 1 had the honour to addres to your Lordship on the 
19th October (No. 88) F refvrred to the information just rvceived from India that the 
‘yat-al-Ulama had appointed a committee to consider whether a fatwa should not 
bbe istued declaring the pilgrimage unlawful for the provett, hia decision was taken 
tnfove the news of the Khai? ingrdont (seo my despatah No, 83, dated the 290 October) 
had roached India, That incident will provide the Jaim‘iyat-al-Ulama with a pretext 
if they noel one. A. membar of the Jan‘iyah, Mantel Ablal Kuyum, waa with the 
Khaif caravan, He told me frankly that his hope was that the pilgrimage from In 
would be stopped, fo. two yoann, a idence of the treatuwat. bo which 
pilgrims are subjected in ‘tha E way bo exprcted to haw 
colleagues 
2 What elect such « fatwa would have on Indi of gaaking the 
ilgrimage | am not in a powition to judge, but i adios passing 
though Jeddah have hintod ax mueh—tbat co Of wate would be 
filded social pressure such as has been orvanised by the non-eo-operation movement 
‘wore than once, Tt is possible, then, that next year the Indian pilgrimage, if not 
abandoned entirely, may be reduced to strikingly sinall proportions. 
8. Such ao abandonment or reduction in numbers woall be efctive as against 
King Husssin, in that it would damage the two things he cares for most—his prea 
Main osRObi, AG the gaan thas; foal imate Ube pretext fox atlacka om El 
Majosty’s Government, whose puppet King Hussein is alleged to be. It is therefore 
for consideration, I ventare to suggest, whether it is posible for His Majesty's 
Government, if not to avoid the odium of such attacks, at Teast to lessen their forve 
4 The pilgrims who have come from the Dutch East Indi-s during the past cwo 
or threo years fave been a8 indignant as such quint, law-abiding people can be aguinst 
ing Hussein, partly, it is true, because of the Khilafat question, but mainly on account 
of the Hatdatipe and lyjustce to which tbey havo boot subjected Hedjaz, and 
there is some reason to think —though oa this point your Lagdship will have more exact 
tion—that, in order to compel King Hussein to treat their pilgrims better, the 
yuteh authorities would have stopped the pilgrimage from their East Indian possessions 
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hhad they not been deterred froin doing so by the fear that their action might embarrass 
His Majesty's Goverument. If, however, the Indian pilgrimage were stopped or greatly 
reduced, it would appear that it would be a positive advantage to Hin Majesty's 
Government that the Dutch East Indies pilgrimage also should be stopped, since — 


(1.) The politieal effect of the movement would be minimised, as the Dutch 
authorities would give as justification for their action the well-known 
hardships inflicted on their pilgrims in the Hedjaz ; 

(2) It is the Dutch pilgrims who bring most money into the Hedjaz, the abandon- 
ment of the Indian pilgrimage only, while it would have the undesirable 
effect of stirring up political agitation against 
might fail to accomplish the purpose with which we cannot but sympathise, 
Vie, thit of bringing about reforms in matters affecting the pilgrimage, 


. grims come from the Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay 

States. They sail from Singapury, but. they come wt the sme time ax the Datch East 

Indies pilgriins, and travel by the same steamship lines. Your Lordship may perhaps 

vs of the British authorities in those territories | 

it the co-oporation of the wuthorities in British Malaya. 

and ia the Dutch East Indies, action wonld havo to be taken quickly. Whereas Indian 

igrims unually visit Medina after the grost day uf the pigrimaye, the Maluyans, 

Javanese, &c., make their pilgrimage t» Medina ficst. The first boats of the pilyeim 

seuson will probably be leaving Jaya and Singapore about the third week in Deoomber, 
7. Copies of this despateh are being sent to India aud Singapore. 
Thave, &e. 

RW, BULLARD. 





(B 11150/46/91) No. 97. 


Conaul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{Recaied November 19,) 


(No. 89.) 

My Lord, Jeddah, October 30, 1923. 
HAVE the honour to inform you, in continuation of my despatch Ni 

the 17th October, in which tho tranaation of an announcement by 

Committee of the Arabia Conforonon was enclosed, that 

of the Second Arabin Conference,” wh 


‘lah, contains nothin, 
now except the fifth resolut 7 =d 


"The conference prosonta it thanks to His Hashimite Majeaty, Husssin-ibn 


Ali, the great King of the Aruts, for the amistance he has roudered in pormittin 
the conference to mot nnd in giving it complete liberty to. pane nny feaclutions 
which may load to the mucowss of the Arab cause and the attainment of Arub 
axpirations. 

“The conference is assured that His Majesty will be the first to confirm ite 
resolutions and to help it to carry them out both materially and morally (the 
Writer (2) rally means ‘to give moral and material assistance in the execution of 


the resolutions’, and will thus set a good example to the other Amire of the 


2 Copies of this despatch have been sent to India, Egypt, Palestine, Irak, Aden, 
Beirout and, with a copy of my telh No. 81, to the So tutborities, who have 
coguied abot the eter, 7 ee es 
Thave, &o, 
RW. BULLARD. 
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[B 11151/653/91) No. 98. 
Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received November 19.) 


(No, 90.) 
My Lord, Jeddah, October 31, 1923. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the Jeddah report 
for the period the 28th September to the S1st October 
Copies of this report and despatch are being sent to Alexandria, Bagdad, 
Jerusalem, Simla, Aden and Damascus. 
Thave, &. 


TR. W. BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No. 98. 
Jeddah Report,—September 28 to October 31, 1923. 


The Arabia Conference 


‘The ‘* Kibla’ promised two months ago that the programme of a new society, 
the * Mu'tamar-al-Islami "” (Islamic Conference) would soon appear. The prophecy 
made in the August report that the society would turn out to be pan-Arab rather 
than pan-lslamic ig borne out by an announcement which appeared i, the Mecca 
paper, "Al Falah,” on the 13th October, 1023. A translation of this announcement 
‘which is published by the "Executive Committee of the Arabia Conference” 
(* Mu'tamar-al-Jazirah "), is given a# an appendix to this report. | Among vague 
Clauses about co-ordinating the efforts of all Arabs to secure " perfect liberty and 
complete independence '’ appears a resolution calling for won-co-operation with 
those foreigners who wish to do evil in the (Arab) countries, and the boycott of 

ish, French and Jewish goods, Another conference, the third, is fixed for the 

t Jedd 

‘at is aigned by the Nakib of Mecca, but is of course, the work 
of the King, acting probably in concert with the extromists of Palestine and perhaps 
Syria. ‘The Palestine extremist, Abdul Kadir Mudhaffar, paid a short visit to 
Mecon recently and left a few days before the announcement appeared. 1 am 
informed, roth a good souree, that the King paid him 200% besides his expenses, and 
has given together about 1.000 ‘This i wupponed 10 be a personal present, 
‘and additional to the sums which the King is believed to have sent to the 
delegation, — It is the firm belief here that the King spends large summa on 
in Bgypt, where he is said to subsidise several newspapers, and also 
and Syria, Given the King’s views and the King’s character, this is not 
We know for a fact that to a man who claimed to belong to, the Mo 
family (he afterwards turned out to be n Greek awindler) the King gave 7002. simply 
because he pretended to have been ill-used hy the French. It is not to be expected, 
thon, that the Palestine and Syrian extremists should appeal to him for help in 
vain, 

Te is inereting uo note thatthe promoters of the Arabia Conference seem to 
regard the “* Jazirah "as including all the Arab countries, although by its meaning 
(island or peninsula) and by ancient wange the word should be confined to the 
Peninsula of Arabia. However, it is hardly for us to criticise this extension of 
meaning, since it was we who took the name ‘ Mesopotamia,"” which for some 
2,000 years had meant the country between Mosul and Syria, and applied it to 
whatever parts of Turkish Irak we happened to occupy. 


Egypt. 

As a result, it is assumed, of his quarrel about the Mahmal, the King has closed. 
the Bgyptian Takyah in Mecea (see report for July). ‘The sufferers are the Tocal 
merchants who used to supply the ‘Takyah with grain to the value of some 7,000. 
year, and the hundreds of residents in Mecca who recetved food from the Takyah 
every day. It is said that a similar Egyptian institution in Medina bas also 
heen closed, 


ui 


It is an axiom that the King will take no action to the advantage of a foreign 
subject or Government or to the disadvantage of his exchequer, but sometimes, owin, 
to the queer working of his distorted mind, he will not even do things which, it woul 
appear, are to his advantage. A recent case will illustrate this. In August 1022 
the Hashimite Government wrote saying that a certain Abdullah, after killing a 
man, had stolen his employer's boat and fled to Suakin. Would the Agency have 
‘Alsdallab sent back to the Hedjaz! After correspondence with the Soudaa it was 
o the Hashimite Government that under the law in force in the Soudan 
the application for extradition required to be supported by a warrant and a 
deposition of evidence. To this they replied that they had already explained for 
what offence the man was wanted, and asked us to consider their letter as a warrant 
Letters explaining the position of the Soudan authorities had no effect, In 
February 1923 the Hashimite Government wrote complaining that their application 
extradition had received no definite reply. To further explanations the 
Hashimite Government only asked: ‘'Is there any evidence greater than our 
claim ! "and said that no further reply was necessary, as “‘it touches the Hashimite 
Government."" In September they refused to proceed with the claim of a certain 
Tadian pilgriin because the extradition case was still unsettled, pilgrim was 
certain Hajiyah Dur Bibi, who had been robbed in the Hedjaz, had followed 
the Hedjaz. procedure, her case had been admitted, and the accused's brother (the 
accused having escaped) was put in prison until certain sums accruing to the accused 
should reach the total of the claim. The Agency endeavoured to get the two cases 
‘considered separately, each on its merits, The Dur Bibi claim was pressed, and it 
was again explained that the Soudan Government, being bound by law, could not act 
‘otherwise than as the law provided. The effect of a year's argument can be seen 
from this extract from a letter from Mecca, dated the 27th September, 1923 
“We set aside your statement as regards the deposition of evidence, as it shows 
want of confidence in the Hashimite Government. ‘This claim of ours is as good as 
that of Dur Bibi; there is no difference whatever between the two." Another long 
letter was written explaining that in the Sondan not even the Governor-General ix 
above the law, and admitting that the case of the extradition of Abdullah was on 
fll fours with that of Dur Bibi to the extent that each had to be decided by local 
Taw. The case of Dur Bibi had already been decided in this way Knot the 
Hashimite Government band over the money already collected on her bebaltt 
Eventually, after much telephoning from the Seoretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, 
letter was received from Mecca forwarding the nearest approach that Mecea could 
a deposition and a warrant, Those were at once sent to the Soudan, and 
mite Government was notified of their despatch. As no answer had been 
received about the Dur Bibi case, a reminder was sent, The reply arrived while this 
paragraph was being written: " We are ready to hand over to you the 
money belonging to Dur Bibi ax has already been collected when the fir 
the arrival of the criminal Abdullab-al-Aswad at Jeddah is noceived from the British 
Agency.” That is to say, if the Sondan Government canniot find the accused (thoy 
had arrested him, but released him when the Hashimite Government refused to send 
the necessary documents), of if they decide that the case is not one in. which 
‘extradition is possible, the Hashimite Government will refuse to pay Dur Bibi’s 
claim. They will no doubt keep the money collected, thereby becoming an accomplice 
in the theft 


Jon Saud. 


Tn a recent letter the King speaks with great apprebiension abont the Wahabis, 
who, be says, are making repeated attacks in the region of Madain Salih and Tabok, 
© that be is forced to strengthen with permanent troops these and_other essential 
lest the Wahabis should come down to the sea. ‘The King is always 

jn Salih and Al Ula, but if local information ix 

part of 

Hail 


There is only one local pilot who is of the least use, and both the Russian pilots are 
trying to find work elsewhere. 





uz 


I learn on good authority that there fell into the hands of the King's 
representative at Medina a letter addressed by Ibn Saud to the inhabitants of 
Medina promising them that they should live in peace under his rule if they made 
ho resistance to his entry, but that the leading inhabitants, on being interrogated, 
disclaimed all desire to exchange Hashimite rule for that of Thu Sand. In point of 
fact, the Hedjazi is afraid of Thn Saud, but he has reached the desperate stage when 
he is prepared to exchange King Hussein's rule for that of anyone, no matter who, 
It is galling to 1s to realise that what nearly every soul in Mecea and Jeddah longs 
for (except the King and perhaps the valuees in the custom-house) is the return of 
the Tari 


Pilgrimage. 


‘The details given in the September report ag to th caravan which was detained 
month by Bedouin need a little correction, ‘The grandmother of the Ameer of 
Afghanistan eventually had to pay no more than other members of the caravan. ‘The 
persistent report that the King had bought off the Bedouin proved to be unfounded 
no assistance whntever seems to have been given by the authorities, The caravan 
d 1, a camel ag toll at Bir Husami, after being delayed for three days. ‘They 
«d on, thinking their troubles were over, but wore held up by Bedouin ai Khaif 
with a demand for 164. « camel. After a delay of twenty-eight dave, they got away 
on payment of #. a camel. The Bedonin said humourously that the pilgrims could 
cortainly afford 9%, a camel, as they had paid that amount to the “chief robber "in 
Mecea—an allusion to the unequal division of the 1M. a camel paid by the pilge 
the camelmen getting a little over Bi, and the King most, if not all, of the rest 
Medina the Government representative paid the earavan 7002, as compensation, ‘The 
total amonnt taken by the Kedonin was between 40001, and 6,000. The receipts 
iven to the pilgrims to sign wero ingeniously worded, w that at a pinch they could 
put forward as an acknowledgment of full settlement, When the caravan reached 
Yambo the leading men wished to telegraph to mo to ask that the stoan 
“Jeddah,” which bad been waiting to take them to India for over a fortnight, 
be sent up with their kit to take them on board at Yambo, but the telegraph alice 
rofused to nccept the mexsage. ‘The reason for the refusal is well known; the King 
was wonding op his two tiny eraft, the" Tawil”” and the “ Rushdi,” and wax not 
bo baulked of hix paxsage-money. ‘This consideration also spoiled the plan of 
mio fifty ot sixty pilgrims, who, in order to travel in comfort, hired a large dhow to 
take them to Jeddah: they Were refused permission, and wore made to pay twice ax 
mivoh to travel by the “Tawil”” in great discomfort, Some 460 pilieimx were 
crammed on the“: Tawil,”’ which could perhaps carry one quarter of the number with 
deceney, if not with comfort, and were s tightly packed that most of them got 
nothing to eat or drink during the twenty-two-hour passage. But the King, by 
charging 1, bead, recovered nearly the whale of the stm he had paid in compenss 
tion at Medina, OF the rest of the pilgritns (between 300 and 400), most came to 
soddah in dhows: a few were brought by the" Rushdi ""—free, the papers sa 
At Jeddah the pilgrims—or many of them =tocavered from the pilgrim guides 
21, a camel in consideration of the fact that the journ mbo is shorter than the 
Journey to Jeddah. But the claim for the balance of the sum taken by the Bedouin 
‘on the Medina road has been rejected, after a long correspondence, during which the 
Mashimite Government have used, among others, the following arguments — 


1, It is the fault of His Majesty's Government for refusing to let them have 
two aeroplanes, with which they hnd hoped to keep order on the Medina 
oa 

2, It is the fault of the pilgrims, who insisted on going by a dangerous road 
which the Governmont hiad ordered the guides to avoid. 

he fault of His Majesty's Government for not carrying 
promise to do everything King Hussein had asked them to do 
it did not affect the interests of France. 

4. There cannot have been anything wrong, because eleven Persian pilgrims 
telegraphed to His Majesty asking for a free passage home, and saying 
they had been quite comfortable on the pilgrimage. e 

5. The Government's attitude towards all pilgrim matters can be gauged from 
its delivering to the British Azency the money found in the belts of dead 
Indians, in spite of the absence of all documentary evidence of ownerships 
conduct which could be met with in no other country in the world, 


Piquancy was added to the correspondence by the production, by the Mecca 
Foreign Office, of a receipt bearing signatures, of which several were obvious 
forgeries. To cur protests, the Hashimite Government have done nothing, but ash 
that the receipt be returned for preservation in their archives with the other papers 
in the case. 

The Hashimite Government argument that the pilgrims themselves insisted on 
joing by the dangerous road is particularly fatuous. When the caravan started 
from Jeddah for Medina it consisted of about 2,000 camels. When they reached the 
point where the road forks, about three-quarters of the pilgrims were taken by the 
Ghar Road (these reached Medina without incident), but the transport contractors 
and camelmen compelled the remainder, who were nearly all prosperous Indians, to 
take the Sultani Road. The Indians begged to be allowed to go with the main body, 
and even offered to pay extra for permission, but their guides insisted on their going 
by the Sultani Road, alleging that it was safer and easier. It was this caravan that 
vias held up. ‘This version was given in a sworn statement made by. the pilgrins 
before the British Agent, and is, moreover, supported by probability. ‘The Hashimite 
Government themselves state that they ordered the contractors and camelmen not to 

bby the Sultani Road, Now, the pilgrims do not know one road from another, and 
Follow their guides like sheep, and, even if they did insist on going by one road rath 
than another, the guides have the only arms in the caravan and could not be 
intimidated.” An obstreperous caravan would simply be abandoned, But the 
accusation against the pilgrims is preposterous on the face of it. What happened is 
plaig. ‘The Bedouin always save up their worst robberies for the Inst caravan of 
the season 0 ae not to frighten other pilgrims into abandoning the intention to visit 
Medina. This was the last caravan, and the pilgrims who were made to go by the 
dangerous road were the richest of the season. The guides, contractors and camelmen 
fare, of cour, in league with the Bedouin—not unnaturally, since most of them 
Delong to the same ceibes as the Bedouin—and share the loot with the brigands, In 
a sense, the King may be said to be in league with them, since he underpays the 
guides, &e,, knowing that they will make up the deficieney out of the pilgrims Sooner 
or later. 

The Ageney has done its beat to score a settlement, and a epeedy vettleaent, na 
that the Indian pilgrims might at least have the edge of their discontent taken off 
before they arrived at Bombay, but so far without success, This shows what chance 
fan ordinary claim against the Hashimite Government has of being accepted, when 
they resist even a claim so good as this, in spite of the fact that thoy have boon 
detected in presenting a forged receipt in support of their arguments, and it spite, 
too, of the fact that Lehind the claimants lurk the forbidding figures of the Indian 
Jan'iyat-el-Ulama, with their threat to declare the pilgrimage unlawful, One of 
the leaders of the caravan was a certain Manlvi Abdul Rayum, who is a member of 
the Jum'iyat, The Agency tried to interest him in the destitutes question. He did, 
in fact, study it, and promised that he would support any scheme to introduce the 
doposit or return-ticket system, unleas his greatest hope were fuléilled and the 
pilgrimage were declared unlawful for two years. It appears that a committeo of 
the Jam iyat is already sitting in India to decide whether a fetwa against the 


pilgrimage should not be issued. If they are wavoring, the evidence of Abdul Kayum 
will not incline them towards King Hussein. 

Thanks to unexpectedly favourable circumstances, some of which were referred 
to last month, the repatriation of destitutes for this season is practically complete 
Moreover, the cost up to date has been kept within the sum allotted by the Goverument 
of India. Credit for this is due to the shipping companies, who have not only earried 
O49 destitates for nothing. under the 10 per cent ove-certifente scheme, but 

thi 


hhave also carried 1.181, wi 
rate of 25 rupees a head 
Jeddah ts 4 changed town, Whereas at one time there were over w thousand 
destitutes lying about the streets, there is now not one to be seen. We have got off 
lightly this year—that is to say, the annoyance, acute as it was, has been limited to 
the relatively short period of three months. But it is hoped that thos concerned will 
not, therefore, conclude that the destitutes question ean be allowed to stand over. 
It is not only Indian pilgrims who become destitute in the Hedjaz, Every 
year many Nigerian and ‘other African pilgrims become destitute. after ‘the 
igrimage. ‘The problem has been to get them across the Red Sea. Once in the 
lan they can walk home, though it is troe that it may take them a year o 
By the generosity af the Native Administration of the Northern Provinces of Nigeria 


jin the numbers allowed by the ships’ certificates at the 
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4 sum of 1,000, has been set aside for the repatriation of Nigerians, and of this sum 

it has been decided, by agreement with the Acting Governor-General of the Soudan, 
that this Agency sball have the disposal af S00 

The Yambo-Medina Road was formerly far less safe than the roads leading 

from Mecca and Jeddah to Medina, but the latter have advanced so rapidly in the 

race for maximum mecurity that the Yambo Road was getting left behind, - Lately 

eld itsown. The Emir Ali left Mecca for Med: Jeddah and 

th September, but did not reach Medina until the 11th October, 

i, over two weeks late. ‘The explanation of the delay given in the press is that 

the Emir had to go to Abu Na‘im, one of the ions on the Hedjaz Railway, to 

ut some unavoidable worke of reorgani ‘The real explanation is that 

mit made several attempts to reach Medina by one of the ordinary routes, but 

ach time had to retreat to Wambo to escape the Bedouin, who played prisoners’ 

way at Abu Na'im, which is nearly as far from 


ue,"’ of the French navy—a small ship described as an armed yacht— 
called at Jeddab this month on her Way south and stayed two days. Rather to the 
mbarrassment of the French consul-general, for whom the visit had no special 
significance, the King chose to make a great fuss Ho sent officials on board almost 
before the ship had had time to drop anchor, supplied the officers and crew with 
wes of provisions, and finally requested thar the ship be detained until the mail 

ed from Mecca, 10 that the presents he had provided for the captain and officers 

Invinh seale—abbas, daggers, &.—might reach them. This unusual condyet 
combined with a paragraph in the newspaper in which readers were assured that the 
“'Dinne” had come to Jeddah ‘merely to visit His Majesty,” incline one to think 
that the King was a little nervous ax to the object of the visit. 

A-group of four oF five prisoners, of whom one was dressed like the Turkish 
ulama and the others in khaki uniform, were taken throngh the town under a strong 
guard a few days ago and Inter sent to Mecca, They are believed to be officials 
doported from Tra ia for complicity in the recent rising 


Slave Trade. 


Wy concerned in th ve wan made in the August 
report, was caught at Aden, He had with him sme 3,000 rupees and carpets of 
considerable value. "He was found to be a native of Jibuti, and was therefore 
handed aver to the French authorities 
‘An Englinh doctor recuntly got into conversation with a Hodjazi on a steamer 
travelling from Yambo to Jeddah. The man had with him an African slave girl, 
whom be said he had bought a few weeks before for 651. He said that though he 
did not know the source of supply, it must be a good one, as there were plenty of 
slaves to be bought in the Hedjaz 
Tho King continues to best to crush all trade. If the flayed. merchant 
e their heads, he" koaps ‘em o° the coxcombs with a stick, and cries: ‘Down, 
wantons, down |" 
moval of gold from one place to another in the Hedjaz has long been 
1nd the prohibition has now been applied to silver. Under this new order 
‘v Jarge suin has come into the Royal coffers in majidiyahs confiscated from people 
ho were taking them from Mecca to Jeddah, Merchants in Jeddah are furious 
at a trick which has been played on them twice Owing to the King’s restrictions 
they were not venturing to sell. The King then allowed them to sell at prices 
reckoned in majidiyahs at 10}. i, somothing like the market rate, and gave them 
to understand that the customs authorities would accept their najidiyahs at, that 
rate. When they had sold at 10}, however, the customs would take the majidiyahs 
‘only at 11, The trick was repeated, merchants being encouraged to sell at 12, and 
having to pay 13 for 11, at the enato 
‘What appeats to be a kind of income tax is to be imposed in Jeddah After a 
long visit to Mecen, protracted, it is believed, by u ieness tor produce 8,000 
which the King demanded as'a free-will offering, tho president of the Jeddah 
Municipality summoned the shopkeepers, artisans and workmen and informed them 
that a new tax was to be introduced The tax varies from 25 piastres for, 
Water-carriers to 200 piastres for the more prosperous callings The tax is 
to be collected by saheikhs, ane to be elected by the members of each calling, who will 
receive 10 per cent. on what they collect. It is supposed that higher rates will be 
fixed for merchants, shipping agents and the Tike 


Hitherto the King has been content with more rough and ready methods of 
Girect taxation, especially in Mecea. Merchants are, repeatedly fined for 
disregarding the rates and prices fixed for money and goods. (One merchant. who 
Sold goods for a fow piastres more than the fixed rate was recently tied up in front 
of the King’s palace and beaten s0 that be died a few minutes later). ‘This last year 
the smaller shopkeepers, who had hitherto escaped, were caught by fines for offences 
against the sanitary regulations, eg., leaving’ sugar uncovered. One. small 
shopkeeper paid 600 piastres on this account during the year, one item being a fine 
of 400 piastres (abont 37. 10s.) for keeping an empty petroleum tin under the counter 
in his shop. It is estimated that over 160,001, was obtained in this way 

"The social event of the month has been the marriage of one of the four leading 
officials of Jeddah, an Iraki, named Rushdi Bey. Failing to secure a better match, 
he has married the daughter of a Jeddah carpenter. ‘The local comment is : “" Why 
the carpenter's daughter!’ The King, with his flair for doing the right, thin 
retains this gentleman as Director of Education, Jeddah. But Rushdi Bey's 
FS not wholly occupied in the education of the young, the consumption of thrée-finger 
Whiskies, and the pursuit to which the Jeddah’ public allude in their delicate enquiry 
Hie is also Harbocr Master, Super-Chief of Police, Commandant (Jeddah), Minister 

and Minister for Air. And, as Mr Pepys would aay, he understands 

nut. ‘This is not surprising, since he was in the 

Turkish navy (at Basra) before the war, and rose, be says, to the command of 
motor-boat 

While it is realised that political considerations make it ditfioult to xay openly, 
in England, all that might be said about King Hussein, it is irritating, in view of 
his attitude towards pilgrims and all other foreign interests, to se that the only 
references to him inthe press in Riyland appear to be made by supporters of the 
Palestine extremists, by tho Agha Khan, who is calling for a united Arab world 
with Mecon (ty far tho most backward city of the Arab world) as the cultural centre, 
fund by Lord Headley, who described King Hossein as a progressive monarch, 
though he no more knows the truth about affairs in the Hedjaz than an agricultural 
Tabourer, after a drunken day at a country fair. might be expected to know whether 
the ciretis master was complying with the Employment of Children Act of 1908. 


‘Teavexatone, Soptember 1923. 


‘Temperature at 
Maxi, |. Minimom os 
Dry. | 


oy 
6 


R. W. BULLARD. 


PS—Some 500 irrogulars have been sent north—either to Akaba or to Wejh, to 
meet the Wahabi menace against the railway line. They are said to be 
*"Hedjaris,” most of them, i, cultivators from the Taif region. More are to 


be sent 
RWB 


Appendix: 1 
Press, 


“AL Kiba.” 

No, 723 of September 27 

Letter from One of our readers.” —Consists mainly of abuse of the Egyptian 
Paper” Ahram,”” Those who are so keen on the sterilisation of Zemzem water wou! 
do better to find some way of sterilising certain newspapers. ‘The “ Ahram's” 
accusations against King Hussein in connection with Palestine are answered by the 
statement published in an esrlier number of the same paper, that King Hussein 
refused to sign the Treaty of Versailles and the Lawrence Treaty in spite of all 
difficulties and threats. 
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Prices in Jeddah as fixed, in majidiyab dollars, by the Chamber of Commerce. 
‘This action necessitated by the high prices of goods received by recent steamers. 
nyone evading the Royal order on this subject will be punished most severely 
Another article in praise of Hedjaz pilgrim a nts, by the Egyptian 
Abe-al-Aziz Sabri. 


No. 724 of October 1. 

Official Communiqué —* We have instructed our Ambassador in Rome to go 
to Geneva to take up membership of the League of Nations. If the League refuses 
to accept him, because the Treaty of Versailles, on account of the clauses which 
relate to the rights of the Arab countries and peoples, bas not been signed by the 
Hedjaz Government, he is to stay va inorder to protest if—which God 
forbid |—any decisions should be given affecting the aforesaid rights 

‘An unsigned article deals with the accusation made by the “Jami’a,”” an 
“Arabic paper published in Caloutta, that, in revolting in order to free their country, 
the Arcbs of the Hedjaz were going against the Caliphate. ‘The writer quotes the 
Kuranic injunction: "He who does not rule according to what God 
down "and asks whether the régime of the Turkish Constitat 
courts is in accordance with this. Reproaches come ill from a newspaper which 
stints a picture of the mosque at Mecea, to drag about in shops and fall into the 
Rands of people who. would trent little respect, and which interprets the 
Koran exactly as it pleases, and e' cs that the French Republic is the sort of 
organisation the Prophet bad in mind. ‘Thanks be to God for his favour, if there in 
‘any countey in the world which is run according to God's Book and the Law of the 
Prophet, it ix the Hedjaz. 


No. 727 of October 11. 

Arrival of his Highness the Emir Ali at Medina. 

‘Arrival of the steamship" Rushdi with pilgrims, tranxported free 
of charge, from Yambo. 


No, 728 of October 18, 

Leading article.The * Kibla"* has al 1d, as the whole Govern. 
ment of King Hussein is inapired, by the teachings of the Koran and of Mahommed, 
fand has therofore steadfastly avoided idle abuse and unprofitable controversy. As 
pecimens of the sort of thing the" Kibla"” never publishes, extracts from Egyptian 

pers are published, one dealing with party dissepsions and electoral muxd-shinging 
in Egypt, the other with the contest between Baste in Turkey 

Dinit of the * Diane,”*—This French warship has arrived solely to visit His 
Majesty. 

‘Orthodow Arab Conference at Haifa,—Griovances in the matter of religious 
‘endowments and achcols have brought the spirit of reform which has long dwelt in 
Grthodax Arab breasts to head, and Tod to the summoning of a conference at 
Haifa, 


No. 720 of October 13, 

Leading article —In reply to an annained newspape ‘One of your 
readers”” devotes the best part of three pages to a recapitulation of King Hussein's 
any. public statements of his own disinterestedness, modesty and eagerness to 
Cooperate with other Arabian poteotaten (students of the question being referred 
to Nos, 109, 255, 453, 400, 501, 560 and 716 of the" Kibla,”’ and to the King’s letter 
to tho Trak public when Feisal was sent to Bagdad), and to refutation of the char 
that the Holy country has been betrayed to fo coloni influences. In 
support of this refutation, the King's refusal to sign the Versailles Treaty and the 
Farlous special treation presented to him Inter is brought forward as convincing 

roof, supported by telographic correspondence between the King and Habib 
rotfailah in Geneva, in which the latter is instructed to protest to the League of 
Nations in the King’s name against the dishonouring of the joint Anglo-French 
declaration of 1918, against the imposition of mandates running counter to the 
express desire of the populations concerned (citing disorders in Syria. as special 
Seldence), and against the League's failure to observe its own basic principles, in the 
eglect to check infringements of the conditions on which alone mandates may be 
Reetied for and granted. Having made this protest, Habib i<to publish it and return, 


to his “ Embassy" at Rome, In reply, he reports that the President, after con- 
sulting the British and French delegates, informed him that these gentlemen had no 
authority to discuss the matter. In order to solve the difficulty, says Habib, the 

itermediary of one of the Powers is essential. Meanwhile things are as they were 

‘Now, what about our betrayal of the Hedjaz asks One of your readers.” 

The comments upon King Hussein's alleged thirst. for power are introduced 
with a reference to Zaghlul Pasha, who speaks for a nation with a nation’s consent, 
but is not spared cheap accusations of sell-seeking. God's blessing on the Egyptian 
movement is invoked. 

The League of Nations, —An article from the“ Mokattam.”’ 


No. 730 of October 22 

The Prophet's Birthday —Appropriate comments on the anniversary. 

Orthodox Arab Congres wt Haifa.—Tho executive committee have issued a call 
for co-operation and effort. 

Hashimite Coinage-—Extract from a Tantah newspaper, which rashly predict 
from an illustration of the now coinage, that the Hedjaz is bound to advance with 
mighty strides along tho path of economic progress 


AL Falah.” 

No. 5 of September 22 

A propos of an interview given to the editor of the * Irak," in which the 
Minister of Justice of Irak *poke in favour of a treaty between ‘Transjordamay 
Palestine and Syria, a writer reminds his readers that Arab unity is the goal towards 
which King Humein never coases to press regardless of opposition, knowing that 
on Arab unity depends the salvation not only of the Arab race, but of the Kast as a 
whol 

‘Another writer sayn that Abdul Karim, the loader of the revolt in Sp 
Morocco, deserves to rank among the great genorals of history, If Ori 
especially the Arabs, did what they ought they would belp him in his struggle for 
freedom, whilo, if humanity in general did what they ought, they would protest 
against the use of polson gas—a practice ruled out by international law. ‘The hand 
‘of help ought to be stretched out by all Arabs to those w' cone with ther. in 
Janguage, religion and race 


No. 6 of September 22. 

Lotter purporting to. be from Cairo, headed, Is this the Communiqué we 
Expected,” and signed “An Annoyed Bg Tho writer says that the 
Egyptian Government's strictures, in their comt ‘on. health conditio 
Hedjaz, are not borne out by the experience of the ian pilgrims eit 
x previously. There were well-organised sanitary nd arrangements a 
Jeddah, Bahrah, Mecca, Muna and ‘Arafat, and zealotis sanitary olticials looking 
after the pilgrims, and there were hospitals and dispensaries, both stationary and 
travelling, well supplied with drags and equipment, even on the Hashimite steamer 
which carried pilgrims back to Suer and other ‘countries. It is a pity that the 
Egyptian Government has not followed the example of the Hashimite Government 
and published the official documentary proofs. 

Vhe Treaty and Palestine.—King Huseoin ix unmoved by the criticisms which 
intriguers have directed against him in this respect. Is ho to be silenced like w dog 
by shouting! He has himself said that he regards the defence of Palestine and otber 
Arab countries as just as much his duty as the defence of the Holy Places. Indeed, 
is not Jerusalem itself the third of the Holy Places? 


No. 7 of October 6. 

The Arabs and the League of Nations—The “ Falah "* uses Lord Birkenhead’s 
speech to the Bar Association of America as a peg on which to hang a violent attack 
fon the League. The writer says: The League's attitude towards the Arabs, its 

Jstence on the signature of the Treaty of Versailles, is astonishing, — Kiny 
Hussein bas always refused to sign this treaty, and he is honoured for that by 
those who are working for the liberation of Eastern peoples in general and of the 
Arabs in particalar. The fundamental aim, the one sacred object for which be 
is working, is the union and complete independence of the Arabs. He has refused 
to sign any treaties, the Treaty of Versailles included, containing clauses affecting 
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(injuriously) certain other Arab countries. Tt was hoped that the League. of 
Nations would be an instrument of peace, but it has been collared by the colonising 
Powers and is being used by them as an instrument of colonisation for the 
dismemberment of Eastern races, though the intention is concealed under varios 
disguises, such as protection and mandatory authoritory. The League's real 
‘object has now become knovn to all the peoples of the East and even to the dwellers 
in the heart of Africa Have they forgotten that race [! the Arabs] which was 
the pole-star of real civilisation and a lamp to all the arts and sciences which are 
of value to humanity? If the East has a right to live and act as the occasion requires, 
it will supply its deficiencies and will unite to throw off the yoke of the colonisers 
who are united to enslave it. 


No, 8 of October 13. 
‘The Hashimite steamer “Rushdi" has arrived at Jeddah from Yambo 
carrying destitute pil 7 took account 
of their poverty 
influence of His Majesty 
vietory 
‘The Emir Ali reached Medina on the 11th October. The reason for the delay 
in his arrival is that he had to visit Abo Na’im, one of the stations on the railway, 
to carry out some unavoidable reorganination, 
‘The "Falah "* publishes, with a wish for its success, an announcement by the 
Exocutive Committee of the Arabia Conference (see Appendix), 


No. 9 of October 20, 
Arabs and the" Times.—That journal's statement that if the peoples of 
lestine refuse to co-operate in the administration, His Majesty's Government 
fulfil thoir undertaking" and administer the country themielves, provokes 
tor to enquire: What undertaking t 
Tho Araba have not forgotten what they owe to the British, but they have 
not forgotten, either, who enabled the British to advance beyond Gaza and 
Kutal-Amara, But for the Arabs occupying Derza and Aleppo and Deir-ez-Zor, 
could thore have been a Balfour promise to the Zionists at all? Where now ix 
Lord Churchill's famous Arab steed, that could only be bound with chains of gold t 
Compare the Arab effort and its cost to Hix Majesty’ 
and futility of the Koltchak and Deniken ventures 
Palestine Delegation. summary of theit activities in England, A sixty-page 
volume on the subject is in course of publication 
‘gypt and the Hedjaz.—The patience of King Hussein under criticism is 
praived in the " Thabat,'” an Egyptian paper, and his abstinence from reciprocating 
Egyptian pressabiee is stated. fo be the best augury for better relations The 
weiter considers that a committee of Egyptians and Hedjazis, not necessarily 
officials, but recognised by both Governments, should meet to consider calmly the 
‘tottloment of outstanding differences It is, of course, realised that the Egyptian 
hostility to King Hussein springs rather from resentment at bis entry into the war 
than from any question of Mahmal-behaviour. But there are secrets connected 
with King Hussein's entry into the war which the world, if it is to do him justice, 
should know, but which cannot yet be revealed, He is an intelligent man, a wise and 
prudent man, &e. 


Appendix I 


Public Announcement by the Executive Committers of the Arabia Conference 
To all Emirs, representative bodies. patriotic societies and parties in Arab 
countries and abroad. 


THE Executive Committee of the General Arab Conference, established at 
Mecea, in virtne of a resolution of the first conference (the 14th Dhu'l Hija, 1340, 
ég., the 9th August, 1922), and confirmed by x decision of the second conference 
(the 18th Dhu'l Hijje, 1341, ne, the 2nd Angust, 1923), addresses this announce- 
ment, in discharge of the duties tsid upon it and of its patriotic obligations, to all 
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the Emirs of Arabia, and to all bodies representative of societies, parties, 
associations and leagues in the Arab countries and abroad. 

The first conference, which met in the Holy House of God (i¢., the mosque 
at Mecca), gave much ‘satisfaction and joy to all the Arab countries, ‘The 
fundamental object of its formation was: The union of all Arabs and the co-ordina- 
tion of such efforts of theirs as aim at perfect liberty and complete independence. 
The second conference, which also met at Mecca, confirmed this object and entrusted 
to the Executive Committee the task of carrying out its resolutions 

The following are some of these resolutions :— 


1. That the resolutions of the first conference be recognised and endeavours 
be made to carry out these provisions, some of which are as follows -— 


(@) To co-ordinate all efforts with the object of secaring for the Arab 
countries complete independence, entirely free from foreign 
influence, and to ensure Arab unity 

(0) To coordinate all eflorts with the object of uniting all Arabs, 
adopting a common political policy for them, and removing the 
differences and dissensions between them, 

(c) Not to co-operate with those foreigners who wish to do evil in the 
(Arab) countries, to boycott British, French and Jewish goods, 
And to replace foreign goods by home-made goods. 


That. a general invitation be issued to all the Emirs of Arabia to send their 
delegates to meet at a time to be fixed by the Executive Committee; and 
that the meeting be held in Mecca, unless necessity arises to hold it 
somewhere else, in which case it shall be left to the Executive Committee 
to decide on the place and to issue invitations, 
at a general invitation be issued to all Arab political bodies having a 
representative character. 

‘That it is necessary that all Arab political bodies should unite and should be 
allilinted to the Executive Committee so that there may be co-ordination 
in the general political poli 

‘That it is the duty of every member of the conference to strive with ardour 
to carry out the resolutions of the conference in the country or land in 
which be happens to be, and to assist the Executive Committee materially 
and morally, 

That tho Exect tteo shall have the right to send deputations to 
any place, if they think fit, and that it shall be for the deputation to 
decide on the amount to be paid in subsoriptions (by the country to which 
it in nent), and, in general, to do anything that is necessary in the matter 

‘That branch’ committees of 'the conference, in complete inion with the 
conference and the Executive Committee, be formed in various parte of 
Arabia, to work for the execution of the conference resolutions 

That subscriptions should be received, recorded in a special register, and 
‘used for the formation of a fund: 


In accordance with these resolutions our committes bas made the necessary 
arrangements for the meeting of the third conference, which it has been decided 
Shall tact ‘on the 1st Hajab {Ube 26th January, 1934) at Jeddah, so that all Arab 
delegates may meet there and that all may have time to appoint a delegate to 
ropresent them and to furnish him with such instructions about the national demands 
ta the situation requires and such credentials, which should be sent in due time, as 
are necessary for the meeting. 

Peace be upon you, and the mercy and blessings of Allah. 

MOHAMMAD-BIN-ALAWI-AL-SAKKAFE. 
HAKIB-AL-ASHRAF, 
Meces, Safar 27, 1342. 


To this may be added the fifth resolution of the Second Arabia Conference, 
which bas appeared in the * Falah ":— 

‘The conference presents its thanks to His Hashimite Mujesty, Hussein-bin-Ali, 
the Great King of the Arabs, for the assistance he has rendered in permitting the 
conference to meet and in giving it complete liberty to pass any resolutions which 
may lead to the success of the Arab cause and the attainment of Arab aspirations, 
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The conference is assured that His Majesty will be the first to confirm :ts 

resolutions and to help it to carry them out both materially and morally (the writer 

1) really means "to give moral and material assistance in the execution of the 
Tesblutions”), and thus set a good example to the other Emirs of the Arabs 


Appendix IIL 


Smirersa Intelligence. 


- Pilgrims 
Stoncaship. Arrived, eateried, dicharged 


Packages 
Keveh-. | Hritah ..| Adem. | Sas s 190s 
Zayaol. 71) Wit wat soa 
Borolos rite 
Mansoorah 5} Meith 
Masonon Malan 
Mamvoara ..) Uriah 

Nalin 

ei 


Tria 
Keaad.. Relish 
Boruloe Weiteh 
Mansoura!) Bria 
Masoate Talat 
domo.) Teh 
its Hriia 





Vrench armed yacht = Diane arrivel Otobur 13 left October 17,108 
HLM. * Coradlower” arrived October 24, lot October 29, 1983 


[E 10909/9496/80) No. 09. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Count de Saint-Aulaire. 


Your Fxoollency. Foreign Office, November 19, 122 

TL HAVE the honoar to inform your Excellency, with rferonce to my note of the 
at ultimo on the subject of the conduct of Mr. Palmar, Hix Majesty's consul at 
Dawsaus, chit U have now received a report from that officer on the counplaints which 
have beon mado against hit by the French authorities in Syrin, 

T understand that Mohamad Bassam, whoso ease wis mentioned in the thint 
paragraph of my note undor reference, has sued the Sy ios bofore 
the Tooul courts on the ground thet they had acted illegally in seixi 
ho won attompting to export from Syrix, Ax the wattor is aub judice I abstain from 
fuether comments 

3. As regarda the suggestion made in the memoranduin, which you left with 
Sir W. Tyrrell, that Me. Palmer behaved disconrteoualy towards General Weygand, T 
fan find no grounds for auch an allegation ia the very frank and full report which 1 
have now received, I transmit herewith copies* of — 


(a) A notification from the French delegation infurming Mr. Palmer of General 
Weygand’e official visit to Damascus on the 12th May Inst, and of his 
intention to receive delegations from the foreign communities on this 

6.) The programme arranged for hia reception : 

Ache Svieion as ip Cenentar Goryeo tual the vnopae 

(2) Mr. Paltuor's cireular as Dean of the Corps bringing (a) aud (c) to the notice 
‘of bis collagen. : 

(6) Mr. Palmer's ciroular to the British community bringing (a) to their notice. 


* Not printed 
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the French delegation at Damascus, and dated the 12th June (althongh the date of the 
visit, owin, cletical error, is given as the“ 12th May”) as you will see from the 
‘enclosed copy. lowed by an invitation issued in the name of the general to 
attend a lecture to be given on the 15th June at the Institut frangais d'Atehéologie 
et d'Art musulman.” This reception was not official in character, aud, for reasons 
whiah are explained below, the Consular Corps by » majority, Mr, Palmer dissenting 
Gecided not to attend. A cirsular wan, therefure, issued by Mr. Palmer, in hia capacity 
of Dean of the Consular Corpa and at the request of his ovlleagues, suggesting that, 
‘owing to the persistent lack of courtesy shown by the President of the Confederatic 
and the Freuch advisers in not returning the ealle of the foreign consuls, they should 
attend the reception. I will not take up your time by dwelling ou the successful efforts 
made by Mr. Palmer to restore harmony on all sides, and will confine myself to saying 
that T um satiaied Uhat he did not bellave with any discourtesy to Central Weygund, 
and, in the case of the latter's visit in June, only took action at the instance of hi 
colkagues, with whose views on this oosasion he was not in entire sympaths 

4 In’ the absence of any further information from you regarding Mr. Palmer's 
attitude towards natives in Damascus and in view of the full report which ho hn 
submitted, 1 am informing this officor that 1 accept hix explanations without rosary 
fod that 1 do ot consider that there ate any valid the ape tat 
should be reoalled from his post 

3. | take this opportunity of mentioning to you that rinoe the French oocupation 
of Damascus no low than four forvign counular officers and a Briti 
been removed at the instance of the French authorition; the rq 
Mr. Palmer constitutes a further example of these mothods 

T have, ko 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 


(B 10750/46/91) No. 100. 
Foreign Office to India Ofice ; and to Colonial O.fice, mutatis mutandin, 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 19, 1928. 

WITH reference to my lotter of the 16th March, 192%, transmitting & copy of 
despatch No, 0 to Hin Majesty's agency at Joddati on the subject of possible. prosnure 
which might be exerted to bring King Hussein toa moro reasonable frame of mind, T 
‘ain directed by the Maryuese Curzon of Kedleston to euclose, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for India, a copy of « despateh, in which Mr. Bullard analysoe the 
preseut situation and examines the possibility of adopting remodial measures ® 

2. The Secretary of State trusta that Viscount Peol will share his view that the 
time has come to take stock of our relations with King Hussein and to find sone mean 
of extricating the British representative in the Hedjax from a position in which he 
‘cannot be allowed to continue without detriment to British prestige, not ouly in that 
country but throughout the East, 

S. Negotiations for the conclusion of a treaty with King Hussein were originally 
undertaken in the bope that ite provisions, coupled with the hold over the Ki 
faruisbed by the annual sutmidy, which at that tiie was in contemplation, might 
enabled His Majesty's Governinent to exert some intluence in the direction of improving 
the conditions in which the pilgrimage in the Hedjax is now conducted. A secoudary 
‘consequence of the conclusion of the treaty would have twen the recognition by the Kin, 
of the mandatory system, involving the abandonment on his part of pretensions based 
fon the loose wording of the so-called MeMahou correspondence With the decision to 
relinquish the policy of « subsidy has disappeared the lever by means of which it, wax 
hoped to promote improvewents in the sanitary and administrative mousures of th 
Hashimite Government, and the only remaining advantage to be derived from th 
conclusion of the treaty lies in the effect it may conceivably produce upon Arab 
malontenta in Palestine and Irak. 

4. Bat it is improbable that King Hussein in his presoat trame of mind will be 
prepared to agres to any formula which His Majesty's Government could accopt, aud in 


See No Mt 
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these circumstances the Secretary of State feels that the possible effect upon the 
Peete, aCotiations should not be allowed to influence the soosideration and adoption of 
Ii sete of coercion which may commend themscives to His Majesty's Gureranert 
Of those suggested by Mr, Bullard, the reduction of bis status from that of agent to one 
Of simple consul may be dinniased as wholly inadequate, and ioefective: |The some 
Critica applies tothe complete withdrawal of the mission from Jeddah. | There 
Scmains thet weapoo. of publiity and. the still more potent one of partial or tou 
Soppage of the pligrimage from territory under British control 
Oe cblivation by Tis Majesty's Government of reports from Mr. Bullard and his 
predeceator illustrating the appalling conditious in which the pilgrimage is, now 
Prodeceao"ffullswed by an offal recommendation to intending pilgrims to, postpone 
See iedortakinye until effective reforms have been. introduced ia the. Hedjas, might 
jnflusnoe King Hussein through both hix pocket and his pride; and might make tim 
inne HIS to friendly advice from tho British representative, The elfect of such a 
oe ary Tadia. is for the appreciation of Viscount Peel, an expression of whose views 
mgge-tions on the whole question will be awaited by Lord Curzon before taking 
further action o. Me, Bullard’s despateb. 


Tam, &e. 
i, OLIPHANT. 





(B 11170/9049/89) No, 101 


‘Acting Conmul-Gleneral Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston —(Recewwed 
‘Nowember 20.) 
(No. 141, Secret.) 


My Lord, 
WITH roferonco to your Loedship 


Heirout, October 30, 1923, 
eapate No. 124, Secret, of the 1th ultimo, 
Thar the honour to state that 1 have no information ot the precise question raised Dy 
tho report in question, iz, the definite cooperation between, Syrian and Palestinian 
See ie aeenraittees for the liberation of the wo countries under Turkishauspices 

Soar es doubt. that in Beirout and. Aleppo the Arab Nationalists are in close 
tovol with the Turks. This pro-Turklah tendency of the Nationalinte is easily explained 
aye have more bope of effective si th Turks than 

Power. ‘The Morons generally in Syrin ean 
in European domination, and they will turn to an 
ip effectively in the eviotion of the infidel. 

“"Noverthelow, f hconversationa as Ihave bad in Aleppo and Beiront with 
tho eure respectable Nationalist, I doubt whether they would be dispowad to purdiore 
the mare reePe"feomn the Fronch at the price of concessions so considerable to Turkish 
domination, Arab agitators in Palestine are, according to my Arab acquaintances 
{PeSyria af « rather dnreputable type, and their accomplices in Syrin are unlheely fe be 
in Syrins ots among the bast Molen elements here. Tt is on thee lower cements of 

nowt effectively work. Nevertheless, Arabs have 

ngitators would be powerless but for the general 
4 Palestine with their actual Governments, 

stians. weull profer « united country, 

sal division of what is physically 

‘of political and economic interests 

he two countries, though T 


including both 

‘and economically 

fare bound to create connect 

Tove no information to show how clows such connections are 
Thave, &. 

W. A. SMART. 





[B 11171/5803/89) No. 102. 


‘Acting Conaul-General Smart to the Marquess Cursum of Keileston (Revived 
‘November 2.) 
Ros) ? 
y Lord, Beirout, November 6, 1923. 

Sart reference to your Lordship’s despatch No, 138 of the 12th ultimo, 1 have 

the heniut wiinvite 8 reference to the French intelligence suusmary for tbe period Ye 

Tie Reptomiber to the 30cb September, tranamitted (o the Air Ministry by the British 

Faison officer nt Beirout tunder cover of his letter of the 21st ultimo. 





Ie js noteworthy that, according to Freneh information, th 
Tarts wt reno fig nosed Gu kot wag Se 
his connection I would invite a reference to the French report of the 2 th ultimo, 
teckel a Saar MacCallunte ltr of the lt inst othr Ai Minar, aud giving 
ie regaring Teri ae or dean ogi od 
1 tbe Tarke to secure tbe appeiatnent of Twskich coors tn Syria 
sably similar desires will be manifested by the (ttoman 
ramen with Palestine and Irak 
tale, are being molested. It is reported that, on the night of the 18th-I 
cber"a alee waa placarded_ on tie gute of tho principal tony’ Mersin 
inviting Arab Moslems to leave the country The notice is said to have suggested 
“ sa the Arabs, during the Fren ccupation of Cilicia, bad offered their wives to 
Frc ey he Arl) wold Ml alt joe Pre Ft 
With regard tothe renarke inthe French sel 
Lacaniane a reference to my despatch No. 143 of the 31st October, 19 er 
xz pain ‘we are comprised within the torm “ influences étrangéres” on p. 10 of 
Ihave, fe 
SMART 





E 10855/9049/65) No. 108, 


(No. 157.) : ‘ 
TAM divested. uhe Seeretary of State for 
et inte pret red toy th hing ) authorities against Britinh officials in 8; . d 
approves your atiempt to elicit ° si ceutie aubleth frre Genera 
Wg te Sota of State, honoer, slates in arenas 
ileal paiods in Spin; toe Brooch cathorties shunys uitck to Walove te be fuapeed 
based their oanglaints on tho a Dlerenh| ponsiblearidtion Allok so <aerii vied 
Mr. Palmer in any way. paren sine) 
Soaks far an Bd Bajos ooemalar offre ia 





E 11227/10395/65' No, 104, 


Summary of Affairs in the Arab-speaking Countries of Axia, 


(For previous Summary, see No, 74, p. 01, supra. ] 


- Preliminary 

ron LtS ammacy of afr in Arabpeaking canting is writen entirely from the 
the rent wih have tke ef Ibs natioog areas sauce, bun St the 
exception of more important acarenes only tne mater are disused tn whith 
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‘An examinotion of the French provisions for jurisdiction over foreigners in 
Syria shows that they are rather more favourable to the latter than those in force in 
Palestine which may lead to a protest by other Powers. The Ottoman Order in 
Council has been suspended as from the Ist November, and capitulatory rights of 
British nationals ceased from that date for as long as the French mandate continues 
in force, The courts instituted by the French come into action on the Ist January 
1924. British nationals and consular officers in Syria have been warned, and the 
French authorities have been invited to do all they can for British-protected persons, 
who henceforth will cease to enjoy the privileges they had under the eapitulatory 
Tégime. ‘The French had apparently overlooked the necessity of megotiating an 
‘agreement with the United States of America in regard to the mandate, and in con 
Sfqnence the Americans have declined to recognise the new régime, while at the same 
Tiine intimating their readiness to conclude an arrangement presumably on the same 
lines as for Palestine. 

‘There has been further fighting east of, and some brigandage round, Aleppo 
In connection with the fighting east of Aleppo, also reported in last summary, the 
Mutessarif of Deir-ez-Zor has been removed ‘and replaced by a me 
Agerian Abdul Kader family of little distinction, It is reported that, in the event 
of serious troubk jorthern Syria from the Turks, the French would evacuate the 
Country ax far as Hama Pro-Turk intrigues continue among the population, and 
the Turks, now that their demobilisation is complete, are turning their a 
organising brigand bands for operation in Syria. ‘The Turks are treating the French 
nethelr operations for the restoration of the Bagdad Railway with marked dis. 
courtesy, but work continues slowly, nevertheless; temporary repairs to the Jerablus 
bridge are proceeding, beyond which no serious work is likely for the present 

wphench ate investigating the possibility of a direct railway from Beirout 

to Tripoli to avoid hauling over the Lebanon, A Erench official is still administering, 
the Diazo country, the new Druze leador being only spiritual boad for the present 

Elections to the local Conatitnent Assemblies in Syrin have taken place with only 
moderate success, though the boycott seems to have failed. By a series of doubtful 


tupodients, including cosreion, enough voters were secured to return the obvious 
caetidates, Tho Assemblies themselves have little power, and are only regarded ax 
camouflage. ‘There ix considerable opposition to them from Moslems and Christians 
Slike. who on the Prophet's birthday at Beiront fraternied to the extent of 
decorating the principal mosque with crossex and crescents. 


11. —Palestine. 


Politically, tho most important development in Palestine is the formation of a 
moder ih ‘which may lead to a more rational attitude, ‘The new party's 
policy is nent all that it is possible to receive and to 
Make the strongest possible stand for those things which it has not yet been possible 
Tonecure.”’ It isa pity this was only decided after the offer of the Aral Agency 
tefused on the 11th October, which led to the declaration of policy by His Majesty’ 
Government to continne the administration of the country on Crown Colony lines 
‘The Palestine Administration considers that undue importance need not be 
attributed to Turkish intrigues in the country; the Arabs are, of course, ready to 
take any assistance they ean secure, but their line is ove of opposition to Z 
and not of friendliness to the Turks 

Zionism itself is somewhat disturbed; the Jews are very annoyed with 
Mr, Zangwill’s recent declarations in America. There has teen some Jewish 
Bolshevik agitation, especially at Haifa 

‘The Orthodox Church controversy looks like coming, to a head shortly. | The 
Foreign Office will be concerned. in so far as the Holy Places Commission may be 
involved, and also in the general policy to be adopted in regard to allowing the Arab 
laity securing a greater share in the administration of the Church ut the expense of 
the foreign, f¢., Hellenic, influence. In America. where funds are being collected, 
the Foreign Office has declined to allow any official recognition to be given to the 
campaign 

Ihe Haifa-Derna Railway, where it runs in Palestine, has been held to be part 
of the Hedjaz Railway and falling under the Lausanne declaration. The necessity 
for accounting purposes of treating this tine and the railway east of the Jordan as 
‘ono unit has been accepted by the Colonial Office. 
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Rumours are current that Mgr. Barlasina may be translated to the Bishopric of 
Turin, and that, instead of appounting Father Robineon as his successor, which 8, 
lowener, not exchnded, the Vatican may band the Patriarchate over to the Uniates, 

ertain minor alterations in the text of the assurances regarding the mandate 
have been submitted for the approval of the Italians aes nt 
,_, On the 15th November the Ottoman customs agreement between Egypt and 
Palestine ceased to have effect, imports from the former being treated on the same 
footing as those from other countries ~ 


TII.—Transjordan, 


An attempt to conclude an extradition arrangement between Transjordan and 
Syria came to nothing, as the French desired to make it retroactive, ‘The presence 

Sultan Adwan in Syria will perhaps induce Abdullah to see the necessity of 
playing the part of a" bon voisin” to the French. Mr. Philby is against any recon 
ciliation between Sultan Adwan and Abdullah until the former makes his complete 
submission. The financial situation in Transjordan is bad: there is little control and 
same maleate pecially was this the case after the Adwan revolt. The British 

presentative is now responsible for the geant-in-aid, Hassan Beg in Soptember 
replaced Madhhar as Chief Miniter , a eg 
eit ues tne fac Nurs Shaalan 69 make bie pence with ew Drage 
‘mir, and is trying, with a view to the formation of « Roatla bufler State in the Wad 
Sirhan, which ie eonsidered desirable by the Colonial Office, if approved by Sir H, 
Samuel, to effect a reconciliation with Tbn Saud. 


IV.—Hedjaz, 


‘The Colonial Office consider that the redraft of article 2, which was submitted 
prvi although it does ot entirely met, thelr views. In deference to them, 
jt has boon asked to obtain King Hussein's consent to nogotiate on the basic 

‘of the article as wow redrafted. ‘Picco 
‘An invitation was issued to King Hussein at the end of October to send a 
Nejd and other outstanding ma with Tha Saud, At that time the 
conference Was to asse e 14th 3 Which left rather under a fortnight 
for him to make up his mind and, despatsh a represntative, for whose convey 
by air arrangements wore made, King refused ot the grounds that he had not 
been conslted about the convening of any conference, It Was then explained that 
the conference was primarily intended to discuss Irakian and Transjordanian affairs, 
those of the Hedjaz, and he was invited to reconsider his decision, In th 
pstponel a week; the King, however, returned 

© then been in commanication with Feisal, bu 

the Wahabi situation, as described in section VII, has rendered any meeting 
improbable, é ete aay 
ih spite of Mr, Philby’s optimisin that no Wahabi activities were likely unti 
Se pring tal tinh the Scoomtration tgptued eat wenld bas onoale vad 
under, Foisal, Duwish, attacked and crowd the Hedjas, Railway ‘neat EL Ula, 
according to information received from Transjordan, only to be subsequently driven 
off by Hed jazi troops, i th i 
_ During the second week in November the despatch of another force under 
Kadan-bin-Dawish was reported moving in the direction of ‘Medina Su the 
Governor of Medina, has informed Feisal that reinforcements cannot be sent fron 

jecea, and that, unlces pressure is exercised on Thn Saud to withdraw this par 

situation of the ity is desperate "4 a gd Oe 
yelations betwicen the King and His Majesty's Agent have been going from bad 

to worse, and itis tmponsible ever to get anytiing done, or even to protect British 
interests and nationals in the Hedjaz. Pilgrimage conditions are worse than ever 
and news bas been received that the Khilifat movement may attenpt to boycott next 
year'shaj. A summary of the wh fon and an analysis of the various methods 
Of exerting pressure on the King have been sent to the Colonial Office and India Office, 
with an intimation that the Foreign Office consider th 5 come to 
examine our whole position in regard to the Hashimite Government. The question 
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of His Majesty's Government taking the initiative in publishing reports on the con- 

tions in the Hedjaz and of advising intending pilgrims not to go to the Holy Places 
most be considered with a view to forestall the Khilafat movement doing 0 on the 
one hand and of bringing the King to his senses on the other. 


V.—Irak. 


‘The repairs to the Bagdad Railway (see also section T), whieh are being executed 
by the French in accordance with the Franklin-Bouillon Agreement, if completed, 
will involve « serious strategic threat to the northern frontier of Irak. 

Negotiations with Sheikh Mahmoud in Kurdistan are proceeding slowly, but 
satisfactorily, uhough Turkish intrigoes are approbended. ‘They have already beet 
reported in Mosul, where certain elements of the population are undovbtedly 
outing with Angora, ‘Two unimportant personages bave been sent ts meribers 
of the National Assembly. Arab feeling against the Assyrians is still considerable 
every use is being made of the returning refugees and British sympathy for this 
people by anti-British elements as a weapon to arouse the fears of the local Arab 
population, 

‘The situation on the Arabian side has not improved. Relations with Tbn Saud 
are distinctly strained over that section of the Shamimar tribe living in Trak which he 
claims to administer, and whom he has been trying to tax. Quite apart from the 
effect of Thn Saud’s activities on the Hed jaz side, there is sufficient material for com- 

ble here if the Koweit Conference does not meet. ‘The discussion of 

“onvention at the forthcoming conference, if it ever mects, though 

sprecated by Sir H. Dobbs, will probably be inevitable, It has been decided 

not to register this agreement with the League of Nations, in view of the strained 

relations which exist between the two signatories and owing to the fact that neither 
isa membor of the League. 

The position of the treaty with Trak and subsidiary agreements has become 
rather more critical; fear bas been expressed regarding itx eventual ratification in 
Bagdad. In order to simplify matters ax far as posaible and to avoid placing before 
the Constituent Assembly, when it meets, a large number of instruments for 
‘consideration, it has beon decided to shelve the question of international conventions 
fand multilateral agreements until the treaty and three principal subsidiary agree- 
ments have been ratified 

‘The country as a whole has been remarkably quiet 


Vi.—dden and the Red Sea Coast, 


Dating September the Idrist sustained a serious reverse at the hands of the 
Tinam's forces, the whole of the Jebel Mithan having surrendered to the latter. 
Tlostilities were still in progress in October. 

Tt is stated that the Italians have completed some sort of commercial agreement 
with the Tram, and Italian ships are calling at Mokha regularly once a month, 

‘The final revised version of the treaty with the Imam was sent to the Resident 
‘at Aden at the end of October with the authorisation for him to proceed with the 
nggotiations on the basis of this draft ind also to reopen negotiations with the 
Tdrisi to settle the question of Hodeidah. 

‘A certain number of Turkish refugees are coming ont at Hodeidah and else- 
where; their disposal is impossible owing to Tack of funds 

‘A new ruler has succeeded to the Sultanate of Shehr and Mokalla with the 
privilege of a salute of eleven guns, on the sime footing as the Sultan of Lahej. 


VIL—Central Arabia, 


Colonel Knox, until recently Resident in the Persian Gulf, concurs in. the 
Foreign Office view that the appointinent of British representative at Riadh or 
Hofuf would be more valuable than that of a Nejdi in London 

Wabiabi activities in the Hedjax and the menacing situation on the Irak horder 
hhave been referred to in sections LV and 

Arrangements were finally concluded for a conference to be held at Koweit, 
which representatives of Thu Saud, King Feisal, King Hussein and the Emir 
Abdullah should attend, under the presidency of Colonel Knox, on the 
14th November, to discuss the frontiers of Nejd and outstanding’ disputes 
Thn Saud signified his concurrence, and invitations were forthwith issued at the 


end of October to the other parties conrerned. ‘The Sheikh of Mohammerah offered 
to extend his hospitality to the delegates in his house at Koweit. King Hussein 
declined to send anyone, as described in section IV. The conference was then 
Postponed for a week, but, in the meanwhile, the relations between Tbn Saud on 
the one hand, and Feisal and King Hussein on the other, became strained. Feisal 
intimated that until Ibn Saud's attitude was more clearly defined as pacific he 
could hardly send anyone to the conference. King Hussein's first refusal was 
followed by a second one, while the Emir Abdullah acquiesced in the line adopted 
by his brothe 

In the meanwhile, Thn Saud informed the Resident at Bushire that, as the 
frontiers of Nejd were to be discussed at the he’ devired 
to send out experts to examine the frontier ¢ 
uy meeting feasible until next year, ‘The Colonial Office protested vigorously, 
deprecating any further postponement of the conference, protesting against the 
obviously hostile attitude of the Wababi partisans, and adding that if the post- 
ponement ere insisted upon, Thn Saud woold incur the grave displeasite of Tis 

ajesty's Government, who might be obliged to resort Lo any meastires of retaliation 
available to a iho Power in dealing with a comntry dependent upon cereals 
from overseas, Tho efficacy of a Mockade of Nejd, which might have the effect 
ping rice and other supplies from India, is, however, difficult to imagine in 
with a country inhabited ky Bedouins, who would readily adopt a more 
primitive dietary of dates, milk and camel's flesh. — Ibn Saud's reply to, thin 
communication has pot been received, but Colonel Knox hax boon ordered to leave 
Bombay in order to open the conference at Koweit during the first week in 
December 

‘The Colonial Office held an informal meeting and deoided that the gonoral 

policy of His Majesty's Government in regard to the frontiers of Nojd was to 

based on keeping the Wahiabis away from tho Hodjaz Ri (surrendering 
Kaf to Tbn Sand in exchange for an evacuation of Khurma and Taraba in the 
Hodjaz by the latter. It was also decided that the Hedjaz xhould not extend 
north of Mudawwara on the railway, and that Akaba should be allotted to 
‘Transjordan. ‘The surrender of Kaf, however, invoked protests from Sir TT. Dobbs 
and Mr, Philby, who considered it most impolitic, and here the matter rests, 

The prospects of the conference taking plice are nomewhat remote in view of 

pted hostility of Thn Sand to the Hedjaz and perhaps Trak, where a 
ff the Shammer tribe ix involved. The thrent to Medinn may prove to be a 
fever for Tbn Saud to extort better frontier. Mensires of retaliation are tow 
and of doubtful efficacy, and the situation may well have to be fuced th 
now have before us a growing movement in Cent hin alrondy of considerable 
ude liable to affect the policy of Hix Majesty's Government in Irak, Trans 
jordan and the Hedjaz radically. 

The intervention of the Sheikh of Mohammenth, an official of the Persian 
Govornment, in thix conference. wax apparently due to Colonel Knox's desire to 
secute his services as intermediary in effecting 9 settlement of matters under dispute 
Det ween the various parties concerned. ‘The Foreign Office strongly deprecated the 
intervention of any Porsian representative in an officinl capacity in matters 
affecting Arabian affairs 


VILL.—Mosul Frontier, 


On the Sth November the Turks replied suggesting that Constantinople wax 
the most suitable place to hold negotiations with regard to the Mosul frontier a8 a 
compromise between London and Angora. The Colonial Office has been consulted 
with a view to ascertain whether they still consider it necessary to hold the negotia- 
tions in London. 
Sir H. Dobbs has submitted a long report on various possible frontier lines and 
has restated the British ease without, however, adducing any further arguments 
fy the Turkish attitude. Sir H, "Dobbs and King Feisal have heen 
visiting the Assyrian countries to examine the local situation. ‘The High Commis- 
sioner’s report on the matter has not yet teen received, but, in the meantime, the 
two Assyrian personalities in London, Ags Petros ‘and’ Mar Timotheus,. the 
Metropolitan of India and Malabar, have made up their differences, which date 
from the murder of the late Patriarch, and have jointly agreed to work together for 
their people with the object of securing some form of local autonomy under moro 
direet British control than the remainder of the mandated territory of Irak: 
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1X—Persian Gulf, de. 
Bahrein, 


their Shial compatriots 
leaders of this opposition 

Zayani should be deported to India, 

course on the 4th November. 

Meanwhile, however, the first-named left Babrein hastily, with his family and 
following, for a place on the Katif coast offered to him by Ibn Sand. It is 

red that this will involve Bahrein in trouble with Nejd, as all Abmed's 

s remain in Babrein and he will probably try to continue pearling on the 
Babrein banks, thus giving Ihn Saud an opportunity of interfering in the Babrein 
banks, for which he has long been looking. 

‘The India Otfice accordingly wrote to the Colonial Office on the 13th November 
suggeating that Tho Saud should be asked not to receive or harbour malcontents 
from Babrein, with special reference to the case of Ahmed Dosari. 

Coll Trevor, on hig recent visit to Bahrein, reports that be found ood 
ground for suspectifig Ibn Sand of intriguing to induce the Sunni tribes to migrate 
to the mainland, which the Dowasir tribe have already do 

of the main onuses of friction between the Sinni landlords and the Shiah 

al population ix the presence in the island of large numbers of camels 
which aro quite useless and wander at lange, broaking down fences and destroying 
all cultivation. As the camels maitily belong to the ruling family, the politica 
‘agent may find it difficult to secure the removal of the abuse, which entails the 
removal of the camels, 


Muscat 
Tho financial condition of Musoat, due to the decrease of trade, which, it is 
anticipated, will never be reslored to ils old prosperity, may render necessary 
the near future, a completo modification of the British policy of direct interf 
in the administration, which has obtained for nearly a century. Australia, in the 
meanwhile, has withdrawn from the Muscat Treaty 
F. RODD. 


Foreign Office, November 21, 1928, 





E 11274 /1466/91 No. 106. 


Political Resident, Aden, to the Duke of Deconshive.—(Received in 
Forrign Office, November 34.) 


Secret 
iy tore. Aden, November 6, 1923. 
T HAVE the honour to forward for your Grace's information copy of the 
tenth Addon news letter, dated the th November, 1023, 
have, se 
T. E, SCOTT, Major-General 


Enclosure in No, 105 


Tenth Aden News Letter 
(Seoret, 
‘THE following is a summary of the news reported since the despatch of my 
last lotter, dated the 30th September, 1928, 


Tihama, 
Licutenant-Colonel Jacob, late First Assistant Resident at Aden, now on the 
retired list, arrived at Aden on the 12th October and left for Sana vii Mocha on 
the 28th October with Major Spiers 
Captain Fazl-ed-din writes that the news of Colonel Jacob’s arrival at Aden 
«en route for Sana has caused surprise in Hodeidah, and that it has greatly pertarbed 
Sayyid Abdul Kader of Marawa of the ‘* Jacob Mission "” fame 





This Sayyid is the most influential man in the Tihama, It is said that he 
waits a despatch from Angora containing the terms of the Treaty of Lausanne 
before declaring himself, and that when he finds himself deserted hy the Turks, he 
will apply to the British Government for protection against both the Imam and the 
Idrisi, in accordance with the terms of the agreement whereby Colonel Jacob's 
Mission was released in 1919. 

From a report submitted to me by Major Barrett, who recently visited Hodeidah, 
Idrisi affairs appear to be in a very unsatisfactory condition. The Idrisi's rule 
in Hodeidah rests on w very shaky basis. His Government is bankrupt and can 

longer pay their troops nor supply them with military stores, and the Tihama 
tribes are wavering in their support of him. 

Captain Fazled-din reports that in connection with the massacre of the 
Zaida pilgrims in Asir by a Wahabee force, in June last, Thn Saud has sont a 
mission to the Imam. This mission has been held up at Sada as the country between 
that town and Sada is inhabited by the fellow tribesmen of the murdered Zaidi 
Before the mission can proceed the Imam has to negotiate safe conduct with these 
tribesmen, 

Lam now in receipt of further news regarding the fighting between the Imam 
and the Tdrisi in Jatel M from which it appears that the Zaidis who were 
reinforced after their last defeat delivered an attack in which they defeated the 
local tribeanen who resisted them. It in stated that the Zaidis subsequently 
ceupied the whole of Fabel Malhan without meeting any further resistance, and 
followed this up by an indiscriminate inascacre of the inhabitants 

The biggest sheikh of Jabel Malhan offered no resistance to tho Zaidis, but 
went to the Zaidi commander to make his submission, taking with him his sin ag 
a hostage and two bulls to offer ax sacrifice. Ile killed the bulls before the Zaidi 
commander who, however, had both the xboikh and his son killed over the bulls 

The next Imamic offensive is expected on the Jabel Bura-Reima front, 
Preparations for it are in progress 

The Sana agent of the Political Officer, Hodeidah, roports that the Ttalians 
have signed mercial agreement with the Tinam through the Imanic Amil at 
Mocha, and that they have started a monthly service Mocha and Mossowah 


Aden Protectorate 
The Zaidi force referred to in my last letter arrived in Beda territory and 

‘occupied AbI Umar, a stall tract in Beda torritory, after overcoming the very feoblo 

resistance made by the inhabitants of the place, numbering about 250 ten 

The Humakani and other sections of the Heda tribes are expected to put v 
strong resistance against the Zaidis, Fighting is reported to bo in progress, in 

hich a large number of the Upper Yafa and Audali tribesmen have joined onthe 
side of the Beda tribesmen, The townsmen in Beda are neutral, 

The Zaidis are now reported to be preparing an expedition against Yufn, as 
their attempt to secure the nentrality of the Yatais, while they attacked Boda, has 
failed, 

About a month ago the Sheikh of Wadi Shaab, who is in Aden, received w letter 
from Shaab saying that the Zaidis were expected to arrive there shortly for the 
annual collection of tithes. In forwarding the letter to this office the sheikh 
threatened to make terms with the Zaidis unless we took steps to prevent them from 
entering the Shaab territory. - 

The Zaidis are reported to be intriguing with the Attifi tribes (Subebi). They 
have appointed the Akil of one of the sections of this tribe as their agent and have 
sent Iramicsoiers to avait hin in collecting tithes from the people 

The Kotebi Sheikh, who made his submission to the Zaitdis recently, is 
endeavouring to win over the Dambari and AbI Abdullah septions of Radfan, who 
have hitherto refused to submit to the Zaidi 


Slace Trade, 
Captain Fazl-ed-din has received a report of the landing of 100 slaves at Taif 


about the 22nd September. They are said to have been shipped from the French 
Somali coast by two Dankali dhows. They will gradually be transhipped to the 


Hledjaz. 
T. E, SCOTT, Major-General. 
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[B 11823/120/91] No. 106 


Consul Bullari to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—{Received November 26.) 


(No. 91.) 
My Lord, sJedilah, November 2, 1923. 

T HAVE the houour to acknowledge receint of your Lordships despatch No. 114, 
dated the 9th Outober, calling for a report on hardships alleged to have been suffered 
by Indian pilgrims in the Hedjaz, to which the India Ofice draw attention in their 
letter of the dni October 

2. ‘The charges range from real grievances to complaints which are unreasonable 
‘aud fotitious in the highest ‘To simplify treatment they are here divided into 
three classes, viz -— 


(a) Cases where the ground of complaint is more oF Tess good. 
h appear to be due to ignorance or misunderst 
oF to failure to make complaint to the proper authorities in the 


4 road and the high charges for 
transport for the journ y y ‘Tho correspondence forwarded with 
my donpateh No. 85, dh th Ootober, will show that this agency does not neglect 

of this kin » would be no reason to object to the charges if in return 

ment provided security, vithor by military control or by paying blackmail to 

"The pilgrima pay about 141. n cau, of which the Hedjax Government get 

Tho King wad to tak ‘traight into his own treasury, but to 

dinguine ite destination ho now has it paid to the Goverament. It is not, however, 

allowed to be used for ordinary Goveramont expenditure, but in left at Hin Majesty’ 

disposal. But the King spends too much on campaigna against Bin Saud and the 

Teisi wad on propaganda, and savon too much to pay the tribes enough to keep them 

quiot. Ina rwcont lntter the King mys that: he pays the triboy 20 per cont, more than 
the, Turks paid th ‘fad that in ‘ete am in so many othe 


As the Indian Govern: 

oC toat ad 12 
Pa but (1) the 

Hedges nots Bing Haas 
aor etanaedaec ner SED ny irr 
Board at Alexandria to impose quaran pt, where plague is 
end at Tor (article 128 of the Interna ry vention), justifies the 
extablishmont of a quarantine station at Jeddah, vhioh ix theo ingly available f 
pil time from India and Java. We ved that zal object of quarantine 
in Jeddah ix to flatter King Eluasein's y and to fill his pockets, but we cannot use 
arguments of that kind. It ix not possible to get quarantine at Jeddah abolished. 
‘Quarsctine is. an uncomfortable business everywhere, aud it is particularly exasperating 
to ignorant pilgrims who moe the ly land only » few miles away yot still unattainable 
Our best course in to say nothing. ‘The Hedjaz official in charge of quarantin 
Turk of a particularly disobliging and obstructive kind, whe would think nothing of 
rovenging « complaint by intlieting additional baniships on Indian pilgrims. 


ich appear: to be due to Ignorance or Misunderstanding of the Regulations or to 
Failure to make Complaint to the Proper Authorities in the Hedjas. 


4. To this class belor 


drawn up by the Hashimite Govern 
‘aud desjatches from this agency 
provisions and eft ca be brought in free of eustoms duty, what the changes for boar 





hire ars, and what must. be paid for the “ health certificate” on leaving; and the tarith 
tells pilgrims who have been overcharged to apply to the Hedjaz authorities, In the 
few cases whero complaints have been made to this ageney the 

officials have set the matter right at once. Did the pilgritas whose complaints are 
published complain cither to the Hedjaz authoriti ag The Hedjax 
Government rarely give receipts for pilgrim, wuts, but if the pilgrim insists he 
can generally get one—always, if he protests through this agency. It would nppear 
that this kind of complaint stivuld cease if every pilgrim hal a copy of the offical tariff 
and followed the instructions in it. Z not sold ; there are places where 
it can be obtained free, but pil want it drawn fresh or brought to their houses 
every day naturally have to pay U + of carrier, ax they would have had to doin 
Turkish times, The legal charges for these sorvioes are given in the tari, 


Unreasonable Complaints. 


5. [tis intelligible that when they first arrive at Jeddah pilgrims should complain 
that water is expensive and —At the quarantine station—insufficiont in quantity, but by 
the time they leave they ought to know that it is precious commodity in deddaty, and 
to realise that they cannot expect to have an unlimited quantity. 

Tt is not to be expected that this ogeney should sympathise deeply with pilgrims 
where their troubles ato due to the state of destitation fn which thay reach this conntey 
5 0 to King Hussoin, und a cause 

‘bility to the Government of India. From the complaint 
iblished it appears that these destitute pilgrims expect Lo be allowed " to aloe 

‘of course, to void their excrement, as they do round: this agouey) " in the stre 
orn the jeocets of the holy mom,” and ta. gv te Medion on fot. King Hymn 

lieves that such pilgrims are Vinw law by coming on the pilgrimago 
without wfclent funds,” Te he also fo let tham break hin sanitary lawn to thy danger 
of moro provideut or more conscientious pilgrims? And ix ho not justified in insisting, 
tus he doos, that pilgriins who wish to go to Ms unto with. earayan an 
trmgule along ringly or in little groups plows | His attitude would be 
juntified it only becuase of the heavy mortulity atong thea starving pedestrians ; it ia 
doubly justified by the Bedouin habit of raiding caravans for slaves, Africans aro 
frequently oneried off ia thin way, and there is at leaxt one authentic. case whore a 
young Indian (resident. in Meooa), who happeved to. have « rather darker a 
mort Indian Mabormmedan pilgrims, was carried off and kept a» a alaye until his 
rashly brought him to Mecoa, where he escaped, tis in the highest degree unreasonable 
King should be attacked for trying to protest the hwalth and comfort of 
in gonoral and to saye dostitutes from themmlvex. This kind of complaint 
Mon the charges of imprisoument, ill-treatment by polios, &e., though if, 
spite of orders, the complainants porsintoy if Wo wot oUt for Modinn without the 
‘escort of a proper caravan, they were rightly inpriaiueds wud ifiu the proves thay were 
jontled by the polio and reonived bruims, which were still visible when the reporters of 
ith Olmerver" saw them mo ‘was not altogether the 
the police, It is the experience ‘of all the Indinn piligeims 
the Sindhis provide by far the highest p c wd show the greatest 
determination to  proy on t verument of India, T irangh 
that the speoch attributed to King Husein is inventad by thes ill-conditioned people, 
but even if it ix genuine there ix some excuse for the Ring, who is, not unnaturally, 
annoyed when his action in throwing off foreign control is described as treachery by 
precisely thos men who are loudest in their complaints against foreign rule in Tndia. 

6. Te would appear, the the Gi of India ean carry through the 
measure they have in onstenplation, to jae ow who are utterly destitute from 
‘coming on the pilgrimage, aud if «though perhaps this ix already done) they will ex 
that every pilgri teaving Fodia i supplied with a copy of the Hedjaz tarif of pilgrimage 
changes, there will be no grouni for most of the charges of the kind now made by the 
Sindhi pilgrims. As to legitimate gerivvances, T trust that it will have appeared, froin 
the monthly reports of this agency and from recent despatches, uotably Nos, 85 and 88, 
that they are not neglected. Even these grievances would appear leas serions if it 
were not fur the persistent attempts made by responsible Indians to persuade the world 
that pilgriine sufered oo hardships at all in the golden days of the Turks. Tt ix true 
the state of the Mestina rad is worse than it used to be, but public secnrity betwoen 
Jediiab, Meona, Arafat and Taif js vastly better than it was in 1913. Tt is well known 
that even in Turkish times the lot of the pilgrim was hard. AS evidenoe of this itis 

111361] ¥ 
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interesting to read the following extract from a letter dated’ the 30th July, 1913, 
addressed to the political agent by Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal — 


“I may add, in conclusion, that the difficulties of the anfurtanate pilgrims do 

end at Jeddah, for, as T know from personal experience, the rates of the earal 

to Mecca and’ Medion avd back are liable to enormous fluctnations and are 
sometimes quite beyond the resources of the poor pilgrims In iy book 
pilgrimage T have described the difficulties encountered by pilgrims after landing 
on the Arabian soil, and it would be a good thing if the attention of the Turkish 
Government could be invited to this aspect of the question in onler that it might 
best itself to redress the serious grievances of the Hajie. 


A copy of this despatch is being aldressed to the Government of India with 
reference to their lotter of the Sth September, 
1 have, &e 
KW, BULLARD. 





[B 11386/1899/65) No. 07 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Post Wheeler. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 29, 1928 
| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 20th ultimo 
8 the subject of jurisdiction over United States nationals in Palestine, and to 
informa you that the matter has for some time past been under the consideration of 
His Majesty's Government, who bave been fully aware of the difficulties of the 
situation to which you have drawn attention. “The salient facts are substantially 
46 recorded in your note, but the situation has recently come toa head over a civil 
‘suit which was first submitted to the District Court of Jerusalem in August 1922 
2 In the course of 1922, correspondence had taken place between the United 
States vice-consul in Jerusalem and the Palestine Administration, as a result of 
which United States capitulatory rights with certain quite minor modifications were 
to be maintained in force until such time as an agreement abould have been concluded 
between Hix Majesty's Government and the United States Government on the subject 
of the Hiritish mandate for Palestine. By the terms of the arrangement react 
With tho United States vice-consu! it had been laid down in a confidential notification 
to the district courts of Palestine, dated the 8th February, 1922, that in civil cases, 
where the defendant was an American citizen, and the court was satisfied that the 
latter's national status was established, the ease should be referred by the district 
court to the legal secretary of the Palestine Government for trial by a United States 
Consular Court. On the 15th August, 1922, one Zaslevaky, an Ottoman subject, 
wed one Goldberg, an alloged American citizen, before the District Court in 
Jerusalem for the balance of an account. The court, in accordance with the above. 
mentioned notification, refused to try the case on the grounds that the defendant, 
boing an American national, was justiciable before a United States Consular Court 
3, ‘Thus far, therefore, the procedure laid down by mutual agreement pending 
the conclusion of a treaty between the two countries in regard to the mandate was 
rigidly followed. Negotiations in regard to the terms of the treaty were also in 
progress, and were so far advanced that « speedy conclusion was anticipated 
4. The necessity of establishing the legislatnre and judicial organisation of 
Palestine on a definite basis as soon as the terms of the mandate for Palestine were 
approved by the Council of the League of Nations led to the framing of the Palestine 
Order in Council of 1922, which actually came into force on the Ist September of 
that year. ‘This instrument, in the prospect of an early entry into force of the terms 
of the mandate, on the one hand, and of the anticipated early conclusion of an 
‘ugreement with the United States Government on the other, contained provisions for 
jurisdiction over foreigners in articles 38 and 59, to which you refer. In sy far 
other foreigners previonsly enjoying capitulatory rights in Palestine were concerned, 
the request of the League of Nations that Great Britain should carry an the 
administration of Palestine in the spirit of the mandate, and subsequently the actual 
entry into force of the terms of that instrument on the 29th September last. have 
had the effect. im accordance with article $ of the mandate, of suspending the 
capitulatory. privileges of all Powers except the United States of America in tha: 
country for as long a period as Great Britain holds the mandate. ‘This suspension 
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of the Capitulations in Palestine may not be legally applicable to the United States 
ee Chiltan henna oi lan seee s Coie Et 
situation is none the less that in the absence of such recognition the United States 
Government are claiming to exercise on behal? of United States nationals. the 
privilege of withdrawing them from a jurisdiction which rests upon British 
principles of justice, and which has been accepted by all other Powers, al 

5. His Majesty's Government recognise that the inclusion of natiouals of 
American States in the category of those foreigners for whom judicial provisions 
were made in articles 55 and 59 of the Palestine Order in Council of 1922 was 
inconsistent with the assurances given to the American vice-consul in Jerusalem by 
the local administration. In these cireamstances, they admit that it has become 
Dbecessary lo reconcile the juridical position arising out of the Ord : 
those assurances, and are ready to consider what steps should be taken to regu 
the position. Recourse cannot be had to the expedient of modifying the terms of 
the Order in Council in accordance with the provisions of article 87 thereof, owing 
to the fact that over a year-has passed since the Order in Council entered into force, 
with the result that the provisions of the article referred to have now lapsed, It 
was for this reason, and not, as suggested in the sixth paragraph of your note, on 
‘account of political considerations, that the American consulate at Jerusalem was 
informed that action could not be taken. His Majesty's Government are advised 
that nothing short of the enactment of fresh legislation would satisfy the request 
made in your note under reply, aud that this would have to take tho form of an 
amending Order in Council withdrawing United States nationals frum the operation 
of the 1922 order until such time as an agreoment shall have been coneliied betweon 
the United States of America and Great Britain on the subject of the mandate, I 
cannot conceal from you that the publication of an amending Order in Council of 
this natore would at ‘any time be a vexatious administrative measure. Ita eflect on 
the local situation would be particularly unfortunate at the present time, when the 
justification of His Majesty's Government in singling out United Stator nationala 
for epecial treatmeat woeld not be property woderttood either in Palestine or by the 
Loague of Nations when once it is realised that your Government are seeking to 
Maintain in_an area under British control whni they have already: voluntarily 
surrendered in Turkey by the treaty which Mr. Grew signed on bebalf of the United 
Statovof America at Latwanne on the Oth August lavt, 7 

6. ‘The lat paragraph of your note indintes thatthe Uoited States Government 

nite ready to take up for carly considerat 
of toa British’ masiiale, over Palestine: Since T still have the:Bonour to & 
you a further communication on this matter I will confine myself here to pointin 
‘out that the carly conclusion of this agreement, which allows United States nationalx 
to pass under the jurisdiction of the Palestine Order in Council of 1992 without 
further difficulty or delay, would obviate the necessity for the enactment of the 
amending Order in Council referred to in the preceding paragraph, and would 
theref far as His Majesty's Government. aro concerned, provide the moxt 
matinfactory way out of the present sitaation. In these circumstances, Hix Majesty's 
Government earnestly hope that the United States Government will agree that the 
best method of regularising the present position is by taking immediate steps to 
negotiate the convention roferted to above Pending. the conclusion of this 
‘convention, His Majesty's Government are willing at once to instruct the High 
Commissioner for Palestine to reavest the Chief Justice to make arrangements to 
ensure that American citizens shall enjoy all privileges accorded to foreigners by 
the Palestine Order in Council, whether the Amoriean citizen concerned claims the 
ight 0 
T have, do 

CURZON OF KEDLESTON 





[B 11386/1899/65) No. 108, 
The Marynesn Curzon of Kedleson to Mr. Post Wheeler. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice 

WITH reference vo the last paragraph of your note N : 
Tbave the honour to state, fur the informs*ion of your hat. His Majenty’s 
Government ate most anxious to couelude the treaty for tle recognition by the United 
States of America of the Britisn mandste iu Palestine as soon ax possible, ‘The last 


fuser) igi? 
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correspondence which was exchanged on this subject was in October 1922, when a note, 

yy of which is enclosed for your information.” was nddrcased ti 

2, [have the honour to ro States Goverament 
mendments, which were introduosd into th: c 10 meet the wishes 
of the State Departmont, may be aggertained with a view to the early conclusion of 
this instrument, 

Thave, &e. 
RZON OF KEDLESTON. 


[B 11492/867/89) No. 


Acting Consut Vaughan-Russell to the Marquees Ourzon of Kedleston.-~(Received 
November 30.) 

(No. 127 
My Lord, PP 

[HAVE “Takkaddum® Aleppo 
nowspapar of yortorday ovwning, the af Aleppo 
mot, and elected us their pe president of the 
Syrian Confoderatinn. Ax vieo-president, Glialib Be president of the Municipality 
‘of Aleppo, was chosen, As secretaries (or recorders) of the council, the fol 
tmombers were elected, viz,, El Sayyid Nour 
whom Tam at presnt able to sy nothing, ani Rabih-el-Kebtaneh-e 
concorning whom I referred in paragraph 2 of my despatch No, 111 of the 27th October 
to your Londship. 

‘The election of Soubhi' Boy Baraket to th 
Council was fully anticipated, but it ix generally adzait 
ts president of the Syrian Confederation are yory sleudor, o¢ almost nil, ax it is thought 
that the claims to consideration of ean fdates from Dawascua or from the State of the 
Alaouitos re mors likely to be oneoueaged 

Ghalib Boy, the nowly.olocted vice-president, wax the recipiont of the Cross of the 
Tagion of Honour at tho military parade which tho Frouch aut 
‘on the 11th November, but, in spite of this favour bestowed upon. h 
sgoucrally regaried ax one of tho stau of the mandatory régime 

eo 
‘3. R VAUGHAN-RUSSELL. 





[E 11493/867/89) no. 


Acting Conaud Vaughan-Russelt to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
November 30.) 
(No. 128.) 
My Lord. 
WITH roferonce to my depateh No. 127 
to report to your Lordship that she Aleppo Repro Couneil yesterday sleet 
the following five members to ait in the Assubly of the Syrian Confederation at 
Damascus 
L. Sonbhi Bey Baraket, of Alepp 
Fakher Effendi-cl-Jabri, of Aleppo. 
4, Ghalib Bey Ibeahin Pasha, of Aleppo 
{, Selim Djambart, of Aleppo. 
5. Hikmat Bey-el-Haraki, of Maarat 


During the sitting subsequently, the President, Soubbi Bey Baraket raised 
objections to the slection of the four Antioch Deputies, claiming that these elections 
re invalid, having Ieen engineored by the exerciee of force and unduo inf 
The membmirs in quontion are known ypposed| on personal groands to the Pre 
‘and the nbjeotion ix very probably du 
The Alwouity womberfrr Aleeandeetts hax threatened to withdraw from the 
J unines the lostion af these four members ix allowed to stand. These episodes 


+ Not printed. 


in local politics are reported merely to illusteate what an unreliable instrament for 
ruling the country the Representative Assembly is, aud how politics here becou 
(perhaps more than elsewiere) a matter of the members! personal influencs and self 
Interest, and oot a matter of the government of the count 
Thave, te. 
J, F. VAUGHAN-RUSSELL. 





E 11516/1190/65 No. 111 


Irak Intelligence Repart No, 22 of November 18, 1423.—(Communicated by 
Colonial Office, December 8.) 
(Seeret.) 
Summary, 
‘THERE has bwen friction between the King and his Ministers and a Cabinet 
crisis is impending 
2. The council has asked the High Commissioner to obtain the admisiion of the 
Irak into the Postal Union and bas approved the proposal that a draft agreement 
With the Anglo-Persian Oil Company on the question of dredging Fao Har should 
be drawn up in London 
3. His Excellency the High ¢ 
Novenber. His apeech on the subject 
satisfaction, Mustafa Sabunji has boon 1 
taken up his duties in Mosul, The High Commissioner left for Diwaniyah 
1th Novoruber and returned on the 12th November 
4. A stall group of extremiste continues 1 deavour Lo revive the Abd-al 
Traki and organise branches throughout th 
Sheikh Mabdi-al-Khalisi has. reach A insuod by him 
ordering es to U ahids to be paid to the Persian 
id to have been greeted with a refvisal on the 
Jartof the Irak ulama, ‘The migrant lama are expected to mow shortly to Khorasan 
by ordor of Riza Kl 
6. The Shah passed through Bagdad on the th November. Ie was joined by 
Kawam-es-Sultanch at Ramadi and both have proceeded to Europe. 
7, The tribal situation at Samavwah is unsatiafactory, the tribes being completely 
ut of control 


by the Dolaitn Liwa authorities to stop brigandage on 


visible in Sulaimani Sheikh's 
at haw been sent back to tell him that his Excellency the High Commissioner will 
discuss the political situation only with the Sheikh himself and at Bagdad. 
10. The situation across the Syrian border gives rise to apprebensions. ‘The 
b have withdrawn all forces from the Khabur and placed administration on the 
in the hands of tribal mudirs. Arms are being distributed among the 
The townsmen of Dair are in considerable anxiety rally believed 
French inte ad back the Khabur are the Turks 
the Agaidat to ret. ot seized from Trak 
jence, have begun a series of raids, 
The King and Cabinethave written to his Excellency the High Commissioner 
protesting against the destruction of a section of the Hedjaz Railway by the Akbwan, 


roceedings of the Council of Ministers. 


778. At a meeting held on the 20th October, the council resolved to ask the 
Prime Minister to write to his Excellency the High Commissioner on the subject of 
the aggressions of Lbn Saud’s tri 
received f 

779. 


married to a daughter of Muhammad Pasha Daghistani, He is a quiet, rather 
colourless man, 





780, Sayyid Taba-al-Hashimi was appointed C.G.S. of the Irak army, that post 
having been vacated by Nuri Pasha, who has been appointed Minister of Defence 
Sayyid Taba is Yasin Pasha’s brother and is believed to sbare his political views 
He applied for and was given a post on the General Stafi in Constantinople in 1020 
but returned to Bagdad in 1922 since when he has been in cotninand of troop 
Mosul, His duties there have been taken over by the mu Jafar Pasha. 

781. A letter from the King on the economical condition of the country causes 
a flutter in the dovecots, His Majesty, after referring to the fact that one of the 
objects in view, as stated in the programme of the Ministry, had been to improve the 
economic situation, went on to observe that he to see that any step had been 
taken in this direction, save the impoxition of additional taxes, and enquired what 
further measures were contemplated, The f the letter was not happy, and the 
Ministers took it as an expression of want of confidence, and replied with an abrupt 
request for enlightenment on. this head; Fortunately wiser counsels prevailed; the 
King assured the Cabinet that no auch idea had been in his mitd, and the Cabinet 
withdrow their letter 

782, Anothe however 
standing has arise the 

nthe 
in the reparation of their dykes. ‘Taxation on 
while the high price of labour, as compared with j 
Inndowners: the King, therefore, on advice which cannot be ¢ 
sanctioning the law. But the Ministers a 

how of opinion that the budget demands the additional taxation imposed, and on the 
3rd November confirmed their original The situation which has ar 
in consequence is not yet resolved. Though the question at isse 

portant, it reveals a regrettable lack of confidence between His Maj 
Cabin 

783. At the same meeting, the council reconsidered a lottor from the Ministry 
of Interior mggosting that the Forced Labour Law be so atnended as 
inapplicable to foreigners unless they be cultivators or owners of land. ‘The law 
passed after the floods in March of this year to provide for da 
Hix Excullency the High Commissioner pointed out to the Ministry of 1 
landless forvigners, who were not cultivators, should receive special ex 
received in aiiswer an assurance that a clause to this effect should be 
Tnw, and that meantime strict injunctions bad be the 
his Excellency. The counet has re law needs no amendment, ax it 
foots lab se, as Persian labourers would be 
affoetod by t of the injunctions issued by the Ministry 
Of Tatoo his Excellency ix nat disposed wo carry the matter urtber 

TH. At a meeting on the 6th November, the council approved a law dealing 
with the expropriation of certain lands on‘ behalf of the ratlways, ‘The 

lolled on the ‘Turkish Expropriation Regulations, with certain modifications 
toning to ensure esquity in ite execution, 

75. At the samo meeting the council requested his Excellency 
missi : d offices to obtain the admission of the Trak into the Postal 
Union 

786, ‘The council agreed to a proposal from the Ministry of Finance that Oskan 
Beg should be appointed Inspector-General of Finance on a three-years’ contract at 
salary of 1.900 rapes per mensen.” Oskan Teg is an Armenian of Const 
Some twenty years ago he held the post of Assistant Inspector of the Public Debt 
for four years in Bagdad, and was subsequently employed in the Depa 
Constantinople, and finally made Minister of Poste and ‘Telographs 
Switzerland in 1915, at the time of acres, and ts now in Lon 
He is « 

787. The case i Zanbiur was ree nd the conditions 
under which his arrears are to be repaid were further lightened. Umiran had suffered 
heavy losses during the rising of 1920, when his property was pillaged, he being with 
the British at Hillah. Tlis arrears amounted to nearly 50,000 rupees, including an 
agricultural loan of 25,000 rupees. In view of his inability to find the money. his 

céllency the High Commissioner suggested that the agricultural loan might be 

mitted. ‘This was agreed to on condition that Umran should pay the balance by 
the BIst March, 1924. Tt has now been decided that he may pay tn instalments over 
a longer period (up to the 81st March, 1926) and vet receive the remission 


788. With regard to the resolution of the council on the 17th October in respect 
of the railways (see paragraph 741), a letter was received from the High Commis: 
in which his Excellency pointed out that, far from being a chargeon the 
exchequer, the railways have showy « small surplus of earnings over expenditure, 
The High Commissione say that he could not pledge himself that the 
transfer should take pl ist March, 1924, and that, if there should be 
a deficit on their e year, which his Excellency does not anticipate, 
financial responsibility must be accepted by the Irak Government. ‘The council 
thanked bis Excellency for his ¢ rrive at a speedy settlement and confirmed 
their approval of the extension of the Irak Government's control for a period of six 

months. 

780. The council, at a meeting on the 8th November, finally gave approval to a 
proposal that a draft should be din London of an agreement between the 
irak Government and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company relating to the dredging of 
the Fao Bar. The council stipulated that when drawn up it should be submitted 
for consideration and that the dues collected from ships should be sufficient to cover 
the capital cost and interest in ten years’ time. 


700. Irak Army Progress Report for Period October 31-November 18, 1998, 


(1) Total strength; 5185. 
(2) Unite formed and in process of formation:— 


Headquarters Stall, Ministry of Defence 
Headquarters Staff Brigad 
Headquarters Staff, Euphrates Brigade 
Irak Army Tr 
King's Hodyguard 
tet Trak Cavalry (Khatibat-al-Hashimi) 
2nd Irak Cavalry 
rd Trak Cavalry 
Ist Pack Battery 
2nd Pack Bi 
Ist Field Battery 
fantry (au) Musa-al-Kadhim) 
id Trak Infantry 

rd Trak Infantry 
4th Trak Infantry 
Ist Transport Con 
2od Transport Cor 
Irak Medical Corps 

jounts and Veterinary Department 

ice Department 


Military Police Corps 
AD.C3 to HM, the King 
Half-Pay List (Officers) 


Total 


Special enlistments (i, artisans and followers) 


(8) Classes of Instructions: As in Intelligence Report No, 21, dated the 
November, 1923. 
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Irak Internat A fairs I 

701. ‘The e Hig r in Mesul on the 
subject favourable 
impression thanks. which 
‘appeared in the local papers, " Al Amal to it a grateful comment (see 
Hepoet No. 21, Press Supplement, "Al Irak '* for the 30th and Sist October, "AL 
‘Amal for the Sst October, pp. 11 and 17). His Excellency saw Mar Shim’an 
and Surma Khanum at Mosul, and at Amadiyah interviewed many of the Assyrian 
headmen. His conclusions will be & He found that 
many of the Persian Assyrians had already returned to their home, and that those 


that still remained would probably consider conditions in Persia sufficiently 
encouraging to admit of their return; but there is a fixed intention on the part of 
the moubtaineers not to remain in or return to any territory which should ultimately 
fall to the Turks. 
His Excellency came back to Bagdad on the 3rd November, and left for 
Diwaniyah on the 10th November, returning on the 12th, 
left to take up his civil and military duties in Mosul on the 


Mustafa Sabunji was despatched to Bagdad on the 7th November, His 
arrival is announced in the " Istiklal,” where be ix qualified as ” the patriot.” 
The nature of his patriotism can be judged from a paper obtained from his drawers 
It is a copy of the " Law of the Society of Turks,” and ordains that anyone who 
possesses a copy of the law ab If of the Turks with all bis might, in 
Accordance with his duty to vis laid down iu further clauses’ as 
oding availing himselT of every opportunity to murder members of the British 
‘and Arabs who are known to be friendly to the British, of 
injuring all followers of the British and of Feisal, who hns deceived 2 millions of 
Moslems in Irak, of inciting rebellion and conveying information to the Turks, 
Nt jes of this law are suid to be in existence 
704 mman is said to be engaged in active efforts to resuscitato 
the two extremist parties, ‘Hizb-al-Watani and Hizb-al-Nodbdhah, which were 
closed in August 1922 by order of the High Commissioner, and form a combined 
ch is to be an integral part of the Ahd-al-Traki. "He is 
Tink with the ANd. ‘There ix dimagrooment aver the « 
her the headquarters of the Abd should be at Najaf ot Bagdad Shiah 
ement in the Abd proposed that the Najaf branch shoold open communication with 
Sheikli Madhi-al-Khalisi, Thin was, at hrst, rejected, but subsequently agreed to, 
Tt was further decided that the" Iatiklal shall be temporarily. the. subaidised 
organ of the Abd, ranches have been, or are. in process of being, formed al 
Karbala, Najaf, Kalnt Sikar, Hillah, Basra, Amarah, Bakuba, Abu Sulhair, 
Shamiyah, Nasifiyah, 5 
795, ‘The Mahai educational club which ix the centre of the 
extreme Young Arab Nationalists of Bagdad, is organising an extensive achete of 
night schools for the iterate throughout the country. The teachers axe to be 
exclivoly agents of the Abd 
700, A sayyid from Bushire has arrived in Bagdad, bringing with him what 
‘from Sheikh Mndhical-Khalii, sued at Shiraz. Tt decrees 


yi 
Jared that none of the ulama would agres to 
led for the poor and not for carrying the favour of the Pe 
as ali been generally rojected at Najaf. 
Sheikh Radhi-al-Khalixi has received a telegram from his brother, Sheikh 
Madhi, announcing the arrival of the latter at Kum. A letter received from Mirza 
Honain-al-N that the departure of the mnjtahids for Khorasan has been 
delayed by Riza Khan until the 10th November. 
08. "The Shah arrived in Bagdad on the morning of the 8th November and loft 
in the afternoon, He was visited at the station by his Excellency the High 
sioner and on behalf of the King 
Majenty's p. 0 his Chamberlaine and the Lord Mayor of 
Bagdad. He spent the night at Ramadi, wh mot Kawani-os h, who 
had arrived in the Trak some ten days earlier, Both were royally entertained by 
tho administrative inspector, and left on the Mth by oar for Damasons, accompanied 
hy an armoured car, Riza Khan came with the Shah to tho Trak frontier, whence 
he returned to Tehran, 

709, Amin Pasha tbo Ahmad Sirri, ex-Governor of Constantinople under the 
Sultan Wahid-al-din, has arrived in Bagdad from Aleppo. Though his father 
was « Turk of Constantinople, he was born in Bagdad und edveated at the Bagdad 
Military School. He served in the Yeman and Syria, ax commandant of troops in 
the Hedjaz. There he was known slightly to King Feisal and the Emir Zaid. He 
‘was subsequently appointed treasurer in the Sultan's palace. Ho states that when 
Serving as Gosernor he rendered valnable services to the British, thereby incurring 
the hostility of the Kemalista, and, on the murder of the editor, Ali Kamal, by order 
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‘of the Kemalists, he was helped by the British anthorities to escape. He went to 
gypt and thencé to Syria. He declares that, all bis property having been 

by the alists, he is destitute, and his object in coming to Bagdad is to seek an 

appointment or temporary financial relief from the High Commissioner. 

800. Under the anspices of the American consul, the American School of 
Historic Research was formally inaugurated on the 2nd November by Professor Clay 
and Dr. Hewett, the latter being the principal of the Mexican School. Yasin Pasha 
made a specch, declaring his appreciation of the benefits which would be conferred 
by the institution. As it is at present, however, without visible means of support, 
any farther activity has been postponed for a year 


Muntafik 

501, Sheikh Salim-al-Khaiyun appears to be carrying out satisfactorily 
the promises he made in Bagdad (see paragraph 671). In the Suk Kadha. 
isturbances, leading to fighting, were instigated by the sons of Kasid-al-Nahi, late 
sheikh of the Hache ‘The police arrested the Aulad Kasid and investigations 
are proceeding, Fighting has also taken place hetween the Budur and Husainat, 
resulting in casualties, ‘The quarrel was over a question of grazing rights, and is t 
bbe tho subject of a tribal fast 


Diwaniyah, 
802, Intertribal fighting has occurred amongst the Albu Jaiyash near Samawab, 
It has now temporarily ceased, but the conditions are far from satinfactory 
A number of rifles, which were being smuggled over from Damascus, were 
captured by Dhafir raiders, who are known to be selling them to the tribes 
Samawah and Khidr. A body of police was sent to collect the riflex from the 
Dhatir on the 26th October, but, after parleying with one of the headmen, Manna: 
al-Suwait, found that the orders of the mutessarif could not be executed without 
mor’ apport than was available. On the following day, however, uhe police 
snicceoded in capturing 434 camels, and the headmen have been warned that they will 
bo sold if the rifles are not handed in within ten days. 
ormation Was received that a Shammar sheikh, 


threatenin 
should find himself embroiled in operations on a large scale against the 
‘Tho administrative inspector is of opinion that no action against the 
safely be undortaken unless the local police force ean be strongly supported by other 
arms, 

‘304, An intertribal dispute took place among the Babahithah in Afak. Tt will be 
vwotled by tribal fast 

805, ‘The operations undertaken by the police have considerably raised their 
moral, ‘The force is nearly up to strength and the commandant ix exceptionally good, 


Dulaim. 


806, In viow of the frequency of thefts from travellers on the Euphrates road, 
‘a conference was held in the mitemarif's office attended by the mutessrif. the 
administrative inspector, the commandant of police, Mahmud Shukri Beg, and the 
inspector of police, Captain Buttolph, together with § ‘Ali Salaiman. It was 
decided to summon all the ékhtiyars and Karkals on the west bank of the river and 
take from them n guarantee that each would be respunsibe for roberies committed in 
his area, Sheikh Ali accepting general responsibility for al.” From the ebeikhs oo 


the east bank « guarantee will be taken that any suspected person should be prevented 
from crossing and any who is wanted by Government handed over to the authorities. 

B07, ‘Th general postion with reyard to arma trac is neatiefactory, I is 
known that arms are being smuggled into the country but the police force is 
inadequate to cope with the trouble. Little help has been forthcoming from Fabad 
Beg Thn Hadhdhal who on one occasion was suspected of abetting the traffic. He is 
now in Bagdad and bas been called to task. 


Kirkuk. 
808. The re-formation of the old Turkish Nahiyah of Gil, the headquarters of 
the Talabani, marks an important step forward in the administration of the Liwa. 





For the first time close government control is extended into the foothills north-east 
of the Kirkuk-Kifri road. An increase in revenue and improved security may be 
anticipated. 

SU, A distinct earthquake shock was felt in Kirkuk on the 28th October causing, 
much local consternation 


Mosul. : 
810. Tt was decided, when the Advisor to Interior was in Mosul with the King, 
that Sheikh Ajil should call in all the Shammar sbeikhs and in the presence of 
Government official—the Kaimakam of Sinjar has been selected for the parpose 
take from them a sanad that they would abstain from raiding the Akhwan, would be 
responsible for restraining their followers and would accept puniybment if they 
future. Ajil recowmised his own responsibility in the matter. The Katmakam 
had been instructed to warn the sheikbs that they will be proceeded with all 
the forces of Gov and to impress upon bem that 
Government is not pre the Trak ns a base for attack on tho 
Akhwan, or to disturb the relations of the two countries, The mere return of loot 
will not be considered sufficient pani 


Keedistan in Urak. 

811. His Excellency the High Comminsioner m from 2 ww Sheikh 
Mahmud's enyoy, Sayyid Ahmad Barzinji, and categorically refused to enter into 
any political discussion except in, Bagdad with Sheikh Mahmud in. pe He hina 
‘been sont back to inform Sheikh Mabinnd that if he does not come within a reasonable 
time his Excellency will seek other means of dealing with the situation, 

812. An ageni of his, whotn be appointed Mudir of Khurmal in Halabja districts 
is said to be back at Kharinal collecting taxes, On the other hand, the Jaf are reported 
to be now all solidly against bim and overtures have been received in Kirkuk from 
Sayyid Abdallah, formerly Sheikh Mahund's Kaimakam at Ranta, as woll ay from 
notables of Salaitnani, binting at a madhbatah repudiating the sheikh and favour: 
ing attachment to the Irak 

81, Abbas Mahmad, of the Pizhdor, has written to Sheikh Mahmud promising 
him active support if he can obtain the release of the Pizhdor Aghas who were 
imprisoned by the Persian authorition (sce paragraph 675), Tt is significant that 
Majid Effendi is stated in the Sulaimani paper to haye gone to Sakir on behalf of 
Sheikh Mahmud to deposit security required by the Persian Govornment. Babakr 
Agha ia pressing for the reestablishment of administration in Pizhder, and the 
tmomeat would seem to be opportu, Sheikh Mahmod's stat being runder clipe. 
‘According to one report, the hostile Aghas of the Pizhder are making overtures to 
Babakr. 

B14, Sayyid Taha has informed his Excellency the High Commissioner of a 
report tit the Persian Government intends to sell his lands, adding that be will be 
ready to comply with any Jegal olaim which may be put forward. “His Excellency 
bins requested His Britannic Majesty's Minister to avert such action on the part of 
the Persian Government if it is contemplated 


Syrian Frontier. 

S15, Nothing further haa been heard of hostilities between Ajil-al-Yawar and 
Dahamn-al-Hadi (see paragraph 771), but the former has sent a deputation to Daham 
to endeavour to come to soine wit, Mish'al-al-Faris is said to have asked 
Ajil to speak on his bebalf to King Feisal, His appearance in Ajil’s camp. was 
Viewed with disfavour Ly General Woygand, who complained to the consal-general 
at Beirout that Ajil had called in a French shoikh, Mishal bas teen in French 
territory for the Ist two years and was at one time appointed Sheikh of the Shammar 
within the Syrian border, but his pay ie said to have been recently stopped on account 
of the frequent raids on the Dair-Harichah road 

816. Disquieting roports havo been received that the French intend to evacuate 
and return to the Turks the Miandur, Homudah, Humaidat and Hasichab Radbas, 
and possibly Dair-al-Zor itself. Their forces are being withdrawn from the Khabur 
the Hasichah colamn returned to Dair at the end of October, only a small force of 

\darmerie remained behind. ‘This movement is said to have resulted from a visit 
‘of General Weygand, who decided to give up the idea of defending the frontier area, 
‘The hasty appointment of sheikbsas Mudirsof Nahiyahs,on the Euphrates, bas placed 
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the administration in the hands of the tribes and led to the conclusion that the French. 
wish to free themselves of further responsibility. A native of Dair, Faris Efendi, 
has been appointed to Albu Kamal, but Mishrif-al-Dandal, who is Madir of 
Bubairab i the virtual rater 

The Kaimakam of Anah, Arif Hikmat Beg, who was recently at Dair on his 
return from Beirout, where be had been to fetch Bis wifey reporte that arme are being 
distributed to the tries, that administration is exteemelylax and no case ageinee 
tribesmen is heard. He found the townsinen of Dair ina state of great atsiety 
‘There were also rumours in the Beiroat press of forthcoming negotiations with the 
Turks regarding the northern boundaries 

817. While it is obvious that the return of the Turks to any part of French 

igrave menace to the Irak, the mere slackening of administration 
ie peace. It is significant that none of the cattle raided by the 
Akaidat from the Urak tribes has been returned by the French authorities, though 
ihe Trak anthoritis have loyally carried out theit gadertaking to cillect and retire 
Toot taken from the Akaidat.” As wae to he expected, the Amnrat ave taken matters 
into their own hands: they raided the Akaidat on the 27th October and captured 
ral thousand head of sheep. ftija-al-Dandal pursued the raiders, and in the 
ng which ensued recaptured the sheep. ‘The Amarat lost twenty men killed and 
tne open of blood feud ‘The Trak Govern 
aad Bag with responsiblity for these hostilities and imposed ot 

him a fine of 9,000 rupees. He is at provent in Bagdad. 

S18. Te in maid that the Turks have banged Sheik Naif, of the TT, and hie 
Companion ose paragraph 772), bo tls more probable that he has taen removed treat 
Nisibin in custedy. Sheikh Muhammad, of the Tai, though nominally in submission 

Ba nob, is said to have moved into Turkish territory and to be working for the 

8184, Abdul Rahn Agha, of Shernakh, who wi ed by the Turks in 

vary 1023 and taken to Diuarickr, in now in Jail at Saaiet, where itis sail thet 
ie will be brought to trial for the murder of a veman tea years ago, Ne doube ths 
charge is nominal, Abdul Rahman's real crime being bis hostility to the Turks, 


Arabia 

510. Lotters, dated the 8th and Oth October, ba ved by his Excellency 
the High Commisstoner from Ibn Saud, Their purport has already been received by 
telogram (see paragraph 775), but one further point of interest arises. Ibn Saud 
states that protocol 2 of the treaty was expecially framed to meet the case of Jasza- 
al-Mijlad, Sheikh of the Dahamshabs, ‘The prc own that tribes belonging 
nioither to Nejd nor to the Trak might by their ice give their allegiance to 
tlther, and allogeo that Jozzn and hs followers were at that tine Sabi 
Hey, who was present at the conference at Ojair when the protocal was drafted, 
categorically denies both assertions, and it ts, indeed, obvious that, unless the 
Dahusbah had been expressly mentioned, they must bo’ assumed to be part of the 
‘Amarat tribe of Irak. 

520, On the same date, Ibn Saud addressed two letters to King Feisal, Both 
are friendly in tone, but in one he declines to meet His Mi 
the fact that " the climate is at this healthy 
his complaints against the Shammar, and disingen 
ception of the nature of the ag ing to have been made on his 
subjects by Khalaf-bin-Habbasl cond jator) 

S21. ‘The King hae received attack in force by Wababi tribesmen on 
the Hedjaz Railway north of Medina, resulting in the destruction of a lange sect 
of the newly relaid line. Both he and the Prime Minister have written to. his 
Excellency the High Commissioner expressing their fear that an advance on Medina 
1s intended, and hegging for the intervention of the Tritish Government with 
Thr Saud. 

822. “As regards the conference at Koweit (see paragraph 777), King Feisal ix 
of opinion that no good can result from it until the in Hom cats by the recent 
Akhwan attack on the Hedjaz is mitigated by some definite pledge of good faith on 
the part of Thn Saud, such as the withdrawal of his force from Khaibar 





[E 11490/11490/91) 


Mr. Henilerson t0 the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 3.) 


(No. 790.) f 
My Lord, heroin Cru 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of tw 
asking me, in the ote cas, to minke enquitics mgandiag a complaint mad hy ove Rede 
Hilmi of Uskub concerning the alleged seizure of is property in the Hedjax, and, in 
the oud offs in connection with ' similar complaint tnd 
certain Altned Febroi Effendi. 

2. As in one of them cases the complainant was described us coming from « place 
iu Juguslavia and as in the other no indication was given of the complainant's 
nationality, I, ia the first instance, caused verbal enquiries to be made of Adnan Bey 

urkiah subj der to dispel any idew that T could 

recognise that the Turkish Goverament wore entitled to intervene on bebalf of Moslems 
‘of non-Turkish nationality. Adnan Bey's assistant assured mo that both were ‘Turkish 
subjects 

Even so, thes» cases do not strictly concern His Majesty's Government as they 
rolate to acts performed, if they wore performed at all, by the Hed 
the exercise of ite sovereignty. There are, however, two reasoas. why I am loath to 
refuse to use my good offices on this ground. Firstly, there aro at prosent: no relations 
between the Turkish Guveroment_and that of the Hedjax ; and, aa on at least one 
‘cocasion during the Lausanne Conference His Majesty's Government claimed the right 
te intervene with the Turks on bebalf of King Huei, there is mane advantage in 
laying up to the tacit recognition in the eniclosed notes that His Majesty's Govern 
toon bave a sprcal postion in regard to the Heal wil faite i 
intervention here in certain canes affecting Brits which the Turkia 
authorities might otherwiw bold to be within the exclusive domain of their own 
authoritioa and law courts, if Tai ableto show on my side an accommodating disposition 
in eames like thowe now 

< While for ke the eo cate refered oie 

for such enquiry ae he way find. possible, 
ino that political com Intions between His Majesty's 
Government and King Humein also arise. 1 therefore submit them to. yout Lordship 
rather than address Mr, Bullard directly rogarding th 


NEVILE HENDERSON, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 112, 
Adnan Bey to Mr. Henderson. 


DANS tne requéte adremée au Ministire dos Affaires dtrangires, Je nommé 
Redjeb Hilmi Effendi d’Uskub, négociant A In Mecque, se pluint de ce que ses 
marchandises, ses effets mobiliers et Vargent ot les pierres précieuses de ma famille qui 
se trogvaient dans won rmagasin et dans son ooffre-fort, d'une valeur totale de dix mille 
livres turques, ont été saisis par lesautorités arabes di Hedjax et vendas en eon absence 
et que le prix de leur vente a été confisqué uu profit du fic. 

En portant ce qui préchde A Ia connaissance de son Excellence M. le représentant 
de Sa Majesté britannique, In délégation du Ministre des Affaires étrangéres a Uhonneur 
de le prier de vouloir aviser au nécessaire en vue de lui fournir des renseignements 
cet alt. 


Constantinople, le 12 novembre 1923. 








ie 


Enclosure 2 in No. 112 
Adnan Bey to Mr. Henderson, 


LE nommé Ahmed Febmi Effendi, négociant & la Mecque, e plaint par une requéte 
adreside at Ministre dew Affuiren dant soo abe, bs marcas, 
Jos bie 3 fabriques de farine et scierie d'une valeur de cent mille livres 
turques, dont il avait Inissée. Ia jéranco A son mandataire en ladite ville, out été saisis 
par les autorités arabes du Hejaz, qui Jes auraient veadna et confiaqué le prix de veo 
tu nom du fis. 

portant ce fait A la connaissance de son Excellence } 
Majeaté britannique, Ia déldgation du Ministre des Affaires étrangdres a 
le breed woul fauprés de qui de droit en yue 
obeanis Obe irony onte des immeubles et dex idises dont 
M. Ahmed Febmi était le propridtaire 


Constantinople, le 14 nowembre 192% 





(8 11862/1411/65) No. 118. 
Note by Sir W. Tyrrell 


CARDINAL BOURNE told me yoatorday that the French Ambassador had eon 
to see itn on Saturday in oar to ‘on behalf of his Governmont. that th 
was every prospoct of Mgr. atlas moved from the Latin patriarchate of 
erusalein on 1 to the Arehbishopeie of Tur 

; would vaturally profer to mw a Frenchman nominated to 
the post in Jerusalow, but in view of the British mandate over Palestine they quite 
reoognised the appropriatoowss of un Englishman aucceeding Myr. Barlassina, expecially 
a thoy undvmnigad that the appointment of Father Paschal Robinson, would be 
rugreeable to His Majesty’ nt 

‘The Kronch 
rclooted it would be posible to. ap 

uperior of the Melehite Semina 


for work among African Monlom. 

Cardinal Bouroo told me that, wecording to bis inf 
be agrocnble to the selection of Father Dalpauch, and his Eminenes expressed a hops 
that the Searetary of State would soe bis way to approve the above arrangement and 
reoon it to the Vo He urged that, according to his informati 
arrangement under the Anglo-French Entente would produce a happy effect’ upon the 
‘Arab avd Moslem world, 

Tho Cardinal also pointed out that united action by France and England at this 
moment at the Vatican would prubably achieve this solution, but that failing such unit 
‘of action it would. probably tempt the Vatican to take the line of leaxt resistanos, whic 
would bo to appoint noither a British nor a French subjeet to the patriarchate, but some 
Jews desirable neutral 

Cardinal Bourne wided that action in this matter might be urgent, as « consiatory 
will be field in Rome in the week preceding Christus nt which the appointments 
‘woul probably be made. 

Count do Saint-Aulaite explained to the Cardinal that bis reason for making the 
above communication to him was cue to the knowledge of his Government that his 
Eminence strongly favoured the appointment of Father Robine:n 

T promised his Eminence to lt him know Lord Curzu's dein in dun course 
‘oreign Ofice, December 3, 1923. 





E 11552/1411/65 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir 0. Iueselt (Vatican). 


Office, December 6, 1923. 
T LEARN from an unimpeachable informant 1 Barlassina’s removal to a 
See in Italy and his replacement by Father Robinson is highly probable. ‘This would 
de most satisfactory to His Majesty’= Government. Also that French Government, 
while acquiescing in this, have expressed a wish that Father Dalpcuch, a French 
citizen of the Urder of White Fathers, should be selected as Assistant Bishop at 
Jerusalem. To this we should have no objec 
Unless you see any strong objection, you should consmunicate foregoing verbally 
to Cardinal Secretary of State without delay, as appointments are to be settled at 
Consistory before Christmas 





B 11490/11490/91) No. 115. 
‘orcign fico to Consul Bullard (Jedilah). 


Foreign Ufice, December 6, 1 

LAM directed by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to transmit, for your infor- 
mation, the enclosed copy of a despatch from the Acting British High Commissioner at 
Constvatinople.® regarding the property of certain alleged Turkish nationals which is 
reported to have been seized by the Hashimite Goverament. 

2, ‘The reasons adduced in tho third paragraph of Mr. Hondorson's despatch under 
reference appear to be of wufficient moment to warrant the intorvention of His Majesty's 
Government when requested to do vo by the Turkish Government, If, therefore, you 
are satisfied, after engoiry, that the individuals referred to in Adnan Hoy's noten’aro 
in reality Turkish nationals, you should endeavour to ascertain the presont situation in 
mgard to their properties and make the representations suggested hy Mr, Honderyon 
if, in your opinion, the circumstances call for such activ 

3. A copy of thin despatch hax been sent to the Acting British High Commissioner 
‘at Constantinople, 

Law, &o. 
LANCELOT OLIPHA 





[ 11552/1411/65) No, 116, 
Sir W. Tyrrell to Cardinal Bourne 


My dear Cardinal, ioreign Office, December 8, 1923. 
AS the result of our convermtion on the nd instant, I referred the question of « 
British successor to Mgr. Barlassina and the appointment of a French Assistant Bisho 
in the person of Father Dalprich to the Secretary of State, who bas. informed 
Sir O. Hussell of the situation which your Eminence was good enough to describe 
_, Sit O. Rossel bas bees instructed that unless he sees strong objections be should 
inform the Cartinal Secretary of State that His Majesty's Goverument, whilst 
Telgeming the succwsion of Father Pascal Robinson to the position at present ooeupied 
iy Mer. iva, would be quite ready to fall in with the appointment of Father 
Dalpeuch to be Ass'stazt Bishop at Jerusalem, 


Yours very sincerely, 
eee TYRRELL. 














[E 11702/9049/65) 


Marshal Viscount Allenby to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleaton.—{(/teceived 
‘December 10.) 


(No. 817.) 
to a dospateh No, 


® conserention which be 
Tonour to. inform suggestion. 1 
 Mokattara y eon 
thatthe. pa yeara ago e. yeurly 
subvention from the Britah agency kad was used ax a medium of Bcitish propaganda in 
this contey. I nin. not ture ‘bow loog. thie ‘enbyention was nslatained, bas 
* was iu 1914 very Anglopbile, and during’ the ‘war was ‘given 
‘excoptional fhcilitice with rogard to the rectption of war news from Bogland. 

‘As a result of this favourable treatment, “Al Mokattam,” during this period, was 
probably te cst iidelp-road paper in tbls cpeatry, aod tbe propriatire prespored to « 
Corresponding degree 

With regard to the statements attributed to M. Sarrouf, from whieh General 

aferred. that T waa in n position to enforce tay wishes oa the proprictor 
of “Al Mokattam" with regard to the polley whieh he should follow, I share 
Mr. Smart's doubts as to their authenticity 

Us, however, pomible that Ml, Servo n an nttampe to explain away a change of 
anti-Fronoh propaganda in Egypt, may bave countored General Weyjgand's attack bya 

«referee to Tita i thie country. 

T had occasion in Jam 2 to suspend “Al Mokattam” for a few days f 

published n. protlamation which aimed at undermining 

ino of the police. Bofire nnd since that date my relations with Dr Nimr, the 
editor of the newspaper, have been goo, and I had no other complaint to make against 
the conduct of bis paper 

Binge the war, however, the tone of “Al Mokattam" bas notably changed, and it 
inno longer the Anglophile force in thin country whioh it was until 1919. 

Tn the 1919 rints tho “Mokattam’s” printing offices were broken into by the mob 
and serious damage was done, while Dr. Nime'e form in Gharbia Province was also 
tacked by fellahin roughs; aud whion his case for compensation was considered by the 
Tndomniten Coumiasion, togethice with other similar eaims he failed to obtain the Aull 
pectntary vatleiction wbleb be bad olaieed 

¢ experiences have led Dr. Nimr to trim his sails, but it ia also true that he 
disapproves of the prosent. policy of His Majesty's Government in Egypt. He hae 
watched tho country emerge from the chaos of the pre-ocoupation days to the 
oaperity which it now enjoya; he has himself acquired position and fortune, and, ax a 
Byrian aad a Chriatian, he is concorned at the prospect of an Egyptian Administration, 
tunder whose régime bo b that the safety of private property will no longer be 
zuarantend and that the position of the local Christian commus:ities will detariorate 

The “Mokuttam” has, however, up to the present generally refrained fr 
criticism of the declarution of the 28th February, 1922, to which it is known to be 
hostile and which it would like to see abandoned. 

While refraining from published eriticisins of the declaration, Dr. Nim hopes and 
thinks that the present policy of His Majesty's Government will fail through the 
Incompetency of the independent Egyptian Administration, and he ba therefore 
idopted a pole of intense criticism of Government measures, and poses as the champion 
Of public interests who does not flinch from exposing deterioration in the Government 
machine, 

"Thinking as he dee, it is ral that his relations with the Resideney have 
Decome lees intimate, and, though he remains in contact with my staff, be is less open 
to inspiration than formerly, and such attempts as bave been made to secure « 
modifisation in his attitude towards the French administration in Syria have so far been 

nr has never been an admirer of French colonial methods; the 
development of Frenoh policy in Syria has greatly incensed the majority of the 
powerful Syrian eoloay in Egypt, and Dr. Nime, in voicing their sentiments, while 





7 
expressing his own convictions, assured for himself their moral and to a certain extent 
their finaxeial support. 
Thave, &. 
ALLENBY, F' 
High Commissioner, 





[iE 11701/1411/65) No. 118 


Sir 0. Russdl to the Marquess Curzon of Keilleston.—(Received December W0.) 
(Bo 360) 
iy Lond, Vatican, Rome, December 6, 103. 

T HAVE the honour to report the following itema of sews with regard to 
Palestine which have reached me through a private souroe. 

Mgr. Barlassina's scheme for the Catholic University at, Jerusalem was launched 
without provious authorisation from Rome, where ic is reganted with disapproval and 
Tas bon vopentatd are that « tec 

has been represented here that a technical school is far ed to the needa 
of Catholion than aun The rowult is that inxtruotions have been sont to 
Mar. Barlassina to change its character, o at any rate to avoid tho high-sounding tile 
+ of university. 

‘he Joeal opposition aguinst Mgr. Barlaasina continues to grow, and a potition haa 

eon addressed to Rome praying for hia promotion ta another post. [tte now moat 

alikely that he will be appointed to Turio, and the problewy of how to dispose of hin 
is will open and undesidal.- There in to be'a Concuatory on he Sint Lucas bur a 
is probable that only two or three Cardinals will bo created. 

have sounded the ground as 19 powile evelopment shoul Mgr, Berlina be 
removed, and [ remain ° wt my forecast rogurding the appointment o 
Me Vallega ns his sucesnor ia ely to prove accurate, Pope ele 

fathor Pascal Robioson's chances are not. to be ignored, but if he were made 
Patriarch the French would probably make a bid for the post of auxiliaty ahop. T 
havo, indeed, already heard a French prioat named aa candidate : 
Paice combination leaves out Ltalian interonta, and this factor ix important, Father 

schal's health in hi in mpite of wet-backs, and hin baat chances lio 
in his own merits and guliont sinh enti lperinad tool = =f 

In my despatch No. 122 of the 20th Soptember I mentioned the name of Kathe 
Goluboviteb as likely to accompany Cardiaal Giorgi on his mission to Palostioe. There 
is now a probability tht he will not be able ty leave Rome 

Thave, &e 
‘ODO KUSSELL. 





(B 11719/1411/65) No. 119, 


Sir 0. Ieuseell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston (Received December 10,) 
(No. 35.) 


(Tel thie.) Vatican, December 10, 192% 
Fob sega No 34 of Gs December: Latin Putsarehaie at ervealem, 
Tersasslon ey ettdinal Sceretary of Siate as to likelihood of “appointun 
alo cae by you and ‘guthered that it is most improbable that cit 
ices Teale Tale. It i true Cardinal Socretary of State declared that it wa 
pistes mB okie than with the Vatican decision will rest, but in his 
Sid he wool) enacted all foundation On my expressing disappointment Cardinal 
rould endeavour to ascertain bow things stood and let me know, but I fear 


Piapect are slight, as you will realise from my information derived from the fountain 
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[E i1919/659/91) 


Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received December 17.) 


(No. 97. Secret.) 
My Lord, Jeddah, November 29, 1923, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the Jeddah report 
for the period the Ist November to the 29th November. 

Copies of this despatch and report are being seat to Cairo, Bagdad, Jerusalem, 
Delhi, Aden and Beirout (for communication to 


BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No, 120, 


“7 Jeddah Report for the Period November 1-2, 1923. 
(Secret, 

THLE projec, confers which i. to met ‘at Keweih to discus proba? 
affecting Nojd on the one hand, and Irak and Transjordan on the other, seemed to 
offer un excellent opportunity to discuss Nejd-Hedjaz problems alsa His Majesty's 
Government therefore sent Ring Husacin, through thie ageney, an invitation to send 
4 representative to the conference, and offered to facilitate the delegates journey by 
air transport from Amman, King Hussein, however, refused the invitation; there 
was not time to find a suitable reprosentative, Besides, why was he not consulted 
beforchand! | Hle considered it necessary that His Majesty's Government should 
Appoint a representative to discuss matters with him betorehand—a representative 
"of experience, versed in the politics of East and West, and in their interests in 
Arabia.” A second invitation, sent on His Majesty's Government's instructions, 
Clicited a lettor in the royal style, which took six man-hours to translate. In it the 
King reiterated his refusal; seized on a quite harmless phrase in the letter of 
invitation as proof that the Hedjaz had been " placed in a subordinate position": 
Claimed that the fact that he wns regarded asthe spokesman ofthe Arab peoplesduring 
the war entitled him to be consulted before any such conference was summoned ; and 

declared that His Majesty's Government would be going back on their declaration 
“to stand by the peoples of Arabia in their struggle for the reconstruction of an 
Arab world, in which Ottoman violence shall once again be replaced by law,” if they 
‘acquieweed in the annexation of the territory of thu Rashid or of the family of 
Al’Aidh in 'Asir, oF of any other territory by Tbn Saud, since Tbn Saud is twice ax 
oppressive as the Turks. Unhappily it is impossible to use the obvious retort, that 
since he is at least " twice as oppressive as the Turks,” King Hussein himself is a 
living disappointment of the hopes of His Majesty's Government. 

t the time when he was refusing to send a representative to the Kowelt 
Conference, King Hussein was making military preparations to try to recover 
Kheibar from Tb Saud. Guns, ammunition and riff-raff dressed as troops have been 
sent to Medina for the purpose, and the column is, it is believed, just about to start 
for Khoibar, ‘The Amir Ali was to have been in command, bat is not well enough ” 

It ig believed that while the Medina tribes would perhaps oppose 

ce-on Medina, they will not take part in offensive action. “The Amie 

Ali has, howover, been attempting to coneilinte them since his recent arrival in 

Medina, and has greatly relaxed the King’ rigorous blockade, ander which po person 

in allowed to take out of a town in one day more than a very small supply of food and 
other necessaries, 

Politically, King Hussein has had what he must regard as a successful month. 
‘The tost important event was the receipt of a telegram from India, signed by the 
Ali brothers and Mr. Ansari, who are described hy the Executive Committee of the 
Arabia Conferenice as “ the leaders of the Indian revolt ” (the word is that used for 


King Hussein's revolt against the Turks), calling for prayers for the independence 
of deaireval-Atab. ‘The King totale this oa sen ‘that the truth was coming 
a 


chose 
to light, India was now ready to do him justice. &e. In this he was supported by 





“Mashrik.” an Indian paper to which the King recently sent a deputation and, 
presumably, money. Then the Palestine delegation sent him a telegram addressed 
to “the King of the Arabs.” Thirdly, a member of the ruling family of Babrein, 
which has recently had to be called to order for gross oppression, sought—and not in 
vain—the hospitality of the columns of the Kibla” for a long letter complaining 

rainst the British agent in Bahroin. (A copy of the “ Kibla ” has been sent to the 
Sffcer thus traduced)" And, finally, in an interview granted to the nominal president 
‘of the Executive Committee of the Arabia Conference, King Hussein had an 
‘opportunity to place his views on Arab affairs before the Arab world, as a programme, 
it appears, for the third conference, which is to meet at Jeddah on the Sth February 
next. (The date was incorrectly given as the 26th January in my last report.) 
summary of this interview is given in the appendix." The programme might have 
been suinmarised still more briefly; everyone in Arabin to be as small as before the 
war, except King Husseiri, who is to be much greater. 

‘Attention is called to the declaration made by King Hussoin about Palesti 
which is quoted in No. 732 of the" Kibla.” The speech made by Abbas-al-Maliki in 
Palestine followed the declaration closely, and though King Hussein disclaimed 
responsibility for the speech, he was evidently annoyed to sce his disclaimer appear 

the press as a British communiqué, and he has taken this early opportunity 
show that the statements attributed to him by Abbas-al-Maliki were quoted correctly, 

King Hussein has just received news that the forces of the Tmam have occupied, 
or are about to occupy, the Tdrisi’s capital, Sabyab, ‘The Imam cannot have read the 
declaration of the Executive Committee of the Arabia Conference. 

Tf wo had ever been so mixguided as to suppose that the Mecca newspaper, the 
" Falah,” was singing its own native wood-notes wild, we should have been led to 
revise that opinion by an official letter from the Hashimite authorities asking for a 
freo visa for a certain "Umar Shakir, “Director of Printing to the Hashimite 

name appears in every copy of the ‘Falah " as that 

of the owner and editor. In this connection it may be mentioned that copies of the 

declaration hy the Executive Committee of the Arabia Conference calling for a 

yreott of British, Fronch and Jewish good, &o,, which were boing distributed in the 

Soudan, were found, by the Soudan authorities. to be printed with the type used by 
“Al Falah,” £4, they were produced by King Hussein's official printer, 


Pilgrimage. 

The discussion about the Indian caravan, which was robbed at Khaif, was 
brought to an abrupt conclusion by a flat roftsal from Mecca to compensate the 
pilgeime for their lowes Tho letter was typical of King Hussein's methods, Tt 
reads, “as the subject has already been sufficiently discussed, we see D0 reason to 
continue the discussion,” ‘The matter had, of course, not been discussed at all, wince 
all the agoncy's vital arguments were ignored. s 

Tt must not be thought that this is an isolated case, It is typical of King. 
Hussein's unchanging attitude on all matters where it is a question of the concession 
of a point by the Hashimite Government to another Government, or of payment of a 
claim against the Royal Treasury. The general course of the correspondence, op the 
Hashimite Government's side, is invariable; all serious arguments are ignored, the 
Government's care for the pilgrims is praised, irrelevant and often absurd con 
‘tions are advanced, and, Enally, with so little reason that it might as wel 
formed the subject of the first letter as of the last : "" We sos no necessity to continue 
the correspondence, the mattor having already been sufficiently discussed.” This type 
of letter, of which the files of this agency are full, cays as clearly ax though the words 
‘were written: " And what do vou propose to do about it!” In all cases of the type 
defined above, the replies, whether from the Department for Foreign Affairs or from 
the King, amount in the end to no. more than Cambronne’s reply at Watorloo to the 
British summons to surrender. The spirit behind the replies is not, however, 
Cambronne's splendid defiance of danger, but the feather-headed bravado of a 
Tartarin confident that the much talked-of dangers have no real existence. 

‘The sheikh mainly responsible for the Khnif robbery, Sheikh "Isa of the 
‘Hamada, has been soon at Melina, where he has been treated with high repect by the 

mir Ali 

‘When people who are of importance in their own country come on the pilgrimage, 


* Not printed 
(iam) gal 
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King Hussein usually tries to make a good impression. Hence, ¢.g., Lord Headley 
delight at his treatment as “ King Hussein's guest,” (He was really billeted by U 
King on the Minister of Finance, who finds employment for such of his money as 
does not go in making up deficits in the Hedjaz budget in entertaining such visitors 
as the King delights to honour at his subjects’ expense) Similarly, while he has 
troubled little about the more insignificant pilgrims in the Khaif caravan, King 
Hussein has done all he could to efface the impression produced by the detention and 
the robbery on the mind of the " Begum of Kabul "—the grandmother of the Ameer 
of Afghanistan,” Her claim was paid in full at Mecca, whereas other pilgrims 
received only about one-sixth of their claims; and on her arrival in Jeddah a few 
days ago she was hurried off to the King’s house and treated with great respect and 
hospitaiity. 

A few destitute Indian pilgrims are accumalating in Jeddah, drifting down 
‘on foot from Mecca or Medina in ones and twos. A sum of 2,600 rupees is being 
remitted to this agency by the Central Haj Committee of India to defray the cost 
of their repatriation. It is hoped that the task will be completed for that amount, 
and that no further demands will have to be made on the Government of India, who 
have already provided 35,000 rupees for the purpose. 

The authorities of the Straits Settlements and Federated Malay States aro 
adopting a system of control which should be of advantage to pilgrims from these 
territories. "There is to be a Malay pilgrimage officer attached to this agency, to 
register Malay pilgrims and to collect the return halves of their tickets. Moreover, 
1 rule is to be applied which will remedy the hardships resulting from the inability 
of the Bait-al-Mal at Mecca to supply trustworthy certificates of the death of Malay 
pilgrims, In the absence of a death certificate the heirs of a deceased pilgrim cannot 
Tecover from the shipping company the value of the unnaed return ticket—a In 
amount for poor people such as most Malay pilgrims are. Under the new rule t 
value of the return passage shall be recoverable from the shipping company if the 

iigrim does not appear at this agency to claim his ticket within one year from the 
date of arrival at Jeddah. 

‘Tho harbour at Jeddah is masked by reefs, and very intricate and dangerous, 
Briti d that a lighthouse should be built, and some 

~avily towards the cost. The King welcomed 
jaz Government will certainly build a lighthouse 
it the Hedjaz Government would allow British 


tempered only by uncertainty whether the Spy will have to serve his sentence in the 
filthy and quite dark oubliette under the royal palace, to which his evidence has 
consigned 49 any of is compatriots 
*he Hedjaz Government have resumed the practice of requisitioning. Of a 
large consignment of flour, which recently arrived from India, one-half was 
requisitioned. Such goods are valued at something well below the market value, and 
are paid for in instalments, or in the form of remission of castoms dues, or not at al. 
Tf the Amir Ali is relaxing at Medina the system of blockade. by which King 
Hussein to secure (one cannot say keep) the obedience of the tribes, the King 
is making it even more severe in Jeddah. 1 restrictions were already severe; no 


1st 


individual was allowed to take out of Jeddah, in any one day, more than 2 kailabs 
(about two-thirds of a peck) of grain, A new regulation limits to 80 kailahs (about 
5 bushels) the total quantity of grain which may be taken out of Jeddah ot any 
given day. This quantity is quite insufficient for the population of the numerous 
Villages which lie within a mile or two of the town. 

the rumour quoted in the last report, that the Egyptian takyah at Medina had 
teen closed, is confirmed. The director of the institution passed through Jeddah on 
his way back to Egypt, but he was extremely discreet as to the reason why the takyah 
was closed. Meanwhile, the local press sings King Hussein’s praises on the occaion 
of the opening of Hashimite food distribution centres at Mecca. and Medina, It is 
impossible that King Hussein should gpare from his political and military schemes 
enough money to run centres which will replace, to any serious extent, the excellent 
Egyptian institutions which have been closed. ' However, to create starvation and 
call it a soup kitchen is quite in accordance with King Hussein's character: 

" Tbrabim ” Depui, the French military attaché, has left Jeddah for good. The 
religion of Islam, which be assumed for political or domestic reasons (he admitted 
that conviction played no part in it) eventually became an embarrassment rather than 
‘a help to him, as it attracted the King’s suspicions. The persecution of the French 
Consulate ceased from the moment when the French agreed that Captain Depui would 

‘on leave this autumn and would not return, ‘The British agency benelits by his 
Reparture, for such dificulties as evor arose botween ourselves and our 
colleagues (there were never many) were always the result of Captain Dep 
intransigence, 

Mr. Crane, the American who gained notoriety by making an anti-French spec 
in Syria, is presenting to King Hussein, with more generosity than tact, all the 
material required for a bathroom. Fourteen cubie tons of thi bathroom have 
arrived, and an American is to come from Paris to fit it up. Mr, Crane has now only 
to add a water supply system for the town of Jeddah, in place of the meagre and 
usually fonl smelling product of the condenser, to make the bathroom really worth 
havin 
Lard Headley is reported to have said, in a lecture given at the Royal United 
Service Institution, that he was welcomed by the British consul at Jeddah, Tf, ax 
the report implies, Lord Headley means that the British consul went to meet him, 
he is saying that which is not true; if he simply means that the British consul was 
pleased to seo him he is merely mistaken, 


‘Teaenatore—October 1923. 


7 foes 


Wet 


Average 
Extreme 








[E 289/289/91 + No. 121 
Consul Bullard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedlerton—(Receiced December 18) 


(No. 12. Overseas Trade) 
My Lord, Jeddah, October 81, 1923, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a report on economic and financial 
conditions in the Hedjaz, prepared by Mr. Vico-Consul Grafftey-Smuth, Tt is the 
first trade report furnished by Jeddah since the beginning of the Evropean war, and 
it is therefore more detailed than the ordinary annual report 

As the report points out, the Hedjaz does not offer great inducements to British 
trade. The population is small and poor; the demand is largely specialised by the 
nature of the comntry’s only industry. the pilgrimage; buyers look for cheapness 
rather than the good quality on which British industry prides itself; and misgovern- 
ment puts on local traders shackles which would be a serious hindrance in markets 
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far more vigorous than this. Mr. Grafftey-Smith is therefore the more to be 
commended, I venture to think, in that he has not given way to an indifference which 
it would be easy to justify. but has expended on this report industry, care and ability 
out of all proportion to the encouragement which his subject offers 
Mr. Grafltey-Smith’s work on behalf of British trade has not, however, been 
confined to the compilation of this report—perhaps the easiest of a consular officer's 
commercial duties les of the Department of Overseas Trade contain evidence 
that whenever @ possible opening for British trade, however stall, has presented 
itself, Mr. Grafitey-Smith has not failed to call attention to it 
Thave, &e. 
R W. BULLARD 


Enclosure in No. 121. 
Report on Economie and Financial Condit 
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Taste of Local Currency, Weights and Measures most in Use in the Hedjaz 
with their British Equivalents 
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1 Introduction 


For the average 


go British manufacturer, the Kingdom of the Hedjaz lies vaguely 
cial enquiries as are received here are 
: Jeddah, Africa," or "Jeddah, Abyssinia” 
often enoug! le holds no great interest for United Kingdom 
manufacturers, and to many, indeed. of these enquiries local conditions dictate 
negate OF discouraging replies The Hedjaz market has limitations a8 it has 
pssibilities. | In certain directions there are real openings for British trade, b 
amount of salesmanship could dispose locally of a hydraulic lift or an electri 
fornace, To indicate, if only approximately, these possibilities and these limitations 
is one object of this report: another abject is to show the background before which 
the local bazaar scene is staged. Physical conditions with their rigorous implica. 
tions, religious fanaticism and the obligations of orthodoxy, autocratic and absolute 


east of Sues, 
addressed to 





ise 


personal government—all these react more or less directly upon commercial and 
‘Economic conditions in the Hedjaz, and the slightest modification in these decisive 
factors of religion, geography and political method, the references to which in the 
following pages might otherwise seem irrelevant, would find instant reflection in 
Jeddah trade statistics. 

Bi 
Frontiers. 

‘The frontiers of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz are as yet undefined, but the 
country administered by King Hussein may be said to lie within the following 
approximate boundaries :— 

‘To the north, « line drawn from Akaba to Ma'an, 
‘To the west, the Red 
‘To the east, a line parallel to the sea, running slightly west of the Khaibar 


To ath, a line meeting the coast at right angles at Kunfuda. 


The inland boundary, which is dependent on the ebb and flow of Riyadh and Mecca 
influences, and the southern boundary, where a variety of interests clash, admit of 
no precise definition. Their delimitation, in which the concurrence of the rival 
potentates concerned is a condition as essential as it is likely to. prove difficult of 
Attainment, would react favourably upon local trade, by stabilising situation at 
present in continual flux and by substitating an authoritative régime for the present 
‘uncertainties of Tom Tiddler's Ground. 

Ma’an and the country of "' Petrasa’’ immediately to the southward would 
appear to lie rather within the jurisdiction of the Emir Abdullah than within his 
Royal father's administration, and enquiries concerning that part of the world are 
better addressed to the Government of Palestine, or to the Chief British 
Representative, Amman, than to Jeddah, 


Physical 

‘The Hedjaz ix a naked and a barren land. No river runs within its borders 
A fow big drainage-channels, without permanent murface-flow, work down from the 
central Arabian highlands to the sea, causing isolated patches of oaxix along their 

ath and at Lith, Jeddab, Rabogh, Yambo, Umlejh and Wejh, where they debouch 

1 these wadis, the Wadi Hamdh, through whove ingle channel all the hinterland 
from latitude 24° east to latitude 27° north drains to the sea, means most to the 
Hedjaz. It feods the extensive suburban cultivation of Medina and the underground 
conduits whence water ix distributed to every quarter of the city; its tepid brook 
frrigates the fields and date plantations of AI 'Ula, the southernmost point to which 
‘1 non-Mabommedan traveller on the Hedjaz Railway may proceed, Other wadis, 
Teas large, are yet of great importance in a land whose surface varies between stony 
‘or sandy steppe, naked limestone and coralline rock, for wells can strike the water 
‘which at all times is carried beneath their bed, and after the rare rains they become 
Channels for the ‘“seils'” or floods. They also provide valuable fines of 
‘communication from the coast to the Holy Places of Mecca and Medina. 

‘The climate in Jeddah and along the coast is most trying to Europeans; the 
mmean annual shade temperature in Jeddah is well over 80°; the dampness is 
oppressive. Medina ia cooler, by some 15°; Mecca, banked in by its surrounding 
hills, is breathless, very dry and oven-hot. ‘The town of Ta’if, lying 6,000 feet up, 
70 miles to the south-east of Mecca, enjoys the best climate in the Hedjaz. Water is 
there abundant; the air is dry and cool, and the seasonal rains of the monsoon, 
which fall nowhere else in the Hedjaz, make possible the growing of vines, apricots 
and ranates, whose fruit is seen in the Mecca and Jeddah markets, and roses, 
from which a valued attar is distilled. Away from Ta’if, rain is rare. ‘Thunder. 
storms burst over Mecca during the autumn; Jeddah gets perhaps twelve hours of 
rain in the course of a year. 


Population. 

‘The population of the Hedjaz may be estimated at from 850,000 to 750,000, 
‘nid of these not less than 500,000 are Bedouin, wholly or partly nomadic. The needs 
of these Bedouin are of the simplest. Dates, clarified butter ('*samn,"" the Indian 
“ghi''), milk and cheese are procurable from the oases of the country itself and 
from the flecks driven from pasturage to pasturage. A. piece of cloth, simple cotton. 
goods, primitive copper utensils: the nomad’s claim upon civilisation is small 


In striking contrast is the urban population. The towns of Mecca, Medina and 
Jeddah, the two former as the Holy Places of Islam, the latter as the port of Mecca 
and the trade centre of the Hedjaz, are the homes of highly sophisticated 
communities. For centuries the magnets of the Prophet's Birthplace and the 
Prophet's Tomb have aunually attracted tens and even hundreds of thousands of 
Mahommedan pilgrims to Mecca and to Medina from all parts of the Moslem world. 
‘The inhabitants of the Holy Places have thus for centuries reaped each year a rich 
and effortieas harvest: and they found, before 1910, additional teasing ithe searly 
subsidy (* surra") paid by the Ottoman Government tothe two towns. All clams 
make large profits out of the pilgrims, from the landlords, who let their honses at 
extortionate rates, dawn to the water-carriers in the streets. Jeddah, through which 
pilgrims must come and go, shares in the annual rain of gold 

Between the pure nomad, ranging the northern marches, and the sophisticated 
townsman of Mecca, Jeddah or Medina, cofhe the settled and half-settled elements 
of the Tibimah (constal) tribes and of those tribes and clans located within the 
prenincts of the Holy Places, These, like their urban relatives, subsist on the 
pilgrimage, either by hiricg out camels, acting as guides, &c., or by preying upow 
and plundering the pilgrim caravans. In Turkish times, large duce wore paid by 
the Ottoman Government to sme of these tribes to ensure the safoty of the caravan, 
rontes, bot the temptation affered by the pilgrim traffic was often greater than the 

Tho povorty of the soil and their own low standard of morality 
imcter of these Bedouin. The inducement of 

he methods of 

prejudicial 


00, and of Medina 

the population of Medina before the war averaged nearly 40,000, but 
expulsions during the war (the Turkish garrison only yielded the town to the 
Shoreefian foroes after the armistice), the disrepair of the Hedjaz Railway. and a 
varioty of other circumstances, have redniced a once flourishing community to w fifth 
of its formor size, Yembo, the port of Medina, hae a population of about 8,000, "Tho 
other ports and the fow large oasis villages of the interior vary between 1,000 and 
2,000 tn settled popolation, 5 

Only the smallest proportion of Jeddah, Mecca, and Medina townsfolk are of 
tho original Hedjazi Arab stock All nations of the Moslem world have contributed 
to form a motley mongreldom, and the local predilection for imported. slavo-girls 
has put a strong strain of Africa into the Holy Cities of Arabia. ‘The nomad 

ion also shows signs of slave influence, but on the whole the country is lesa 
bastardised than the town, and the " noble Arab type less infrequently encountered 
in rural than in urban surroundings, * 

A picturesque community in Jeddab ix that of the Patnix. inhabitants of the 
little town of n (Baroda), which hax maintained 9 sseular connection with 
Medinz trade. One firm has been established for over 400 years in Jeddah, yet it 
is doubtful whether any member of the family during that period has been barn in 
tho Hedjaz, 0 amiduously is the link with India maintained There are some 
Sako ‘of Patnis in Jeddah and in Mecca, Their local commercial reputation is 
a high one, 


___ Only the annual pilgrimage stands between the Hedjaz aud bankrupt id th 
importabco of this phenomenon to Hedjaz teade eanvot. therefore he overeatinate, 
Without the pilgrimage, the Hedjaz would have almost no urban population, ° The 
trade of the country consists almost entirely of imports, and these are. paid for 
set cated wi the Bivins money. Upon the pilgrimage the Hedja, as an 
ae rw Nie pila peas aa it 

i \ i , 75,221 pile y 
‘of whoin 24.392 were Indians, and) 30380 Javanese sand Bef Malayan The 
fsumbers of pilgrims assemoled for the ceremonies at Arafat and Muna, a few miles 
south-east of Meoca, attendance at which constitutes the " Hajj,” exceed 100,000, 
Before the war, Arafat annually saw the gathering of 200,000 pilgrims, 

"These ceremonies occapy five—and in some cases four—days only in the year, 
from the 9th to the 14th day of the month of Zil Hijja, but many pilgrime arrive six 
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this date, and many do not leave until three months after it During 
the coming (1024) season, for example, Javanese and Malayan pilgrims, the most 
generally well-to-do of all, may be expected to arrive during January and February, 
and they will make their (optional) pilgrimage to Medina in time to Tet Mecca 
ot the fasting month of Ramadan (6th April-Sth May). Indians, Persians and 
rakis, and, later, Egyptians, S Palestinians, Nigerians, &c., will arrive fro 
May onwards. Those who have time, inclination and funds will visit Medina before 
Arafat Day, which, in 1934, falls on the 12th July, and in each subsequent year 
wing to the difference between the Moslem Iunar and our own solar year) about 
eleven days earlier. After Arafat, those whose pilgrimage is completed leave, a3 
shipping becomes available for their transport; others, a few thousands in number, 
then pay their visit to Medina 
‘or convenience of reference, the approximate A.D. equivalents of the month of 
anal andof ise sere terete AD garantie 
These are not of academic interest only, for importers of merchandise destined for 
tho pilgrim market (prayer carpets, amulets and rosaries, beads. textilen, &c.), require 
to receive their stocks before the beginning of Ramadan. During that month of 
rigorous fasting by day, much entertainment is habitual by night. and the largest 
sales of confectionery and sweetmeats, ornamental cro glassware take place 
just before und during Ramadan. The end of the month is celebrated by the" Td 
adi Bairdm,’ a festival for which universal px of new clothes aud 
trinkets are made. festival immediately following the Arafat ceremonies, the 
“Id Kurbin Bairde,” in another important date in the local bazaara. It tay 
therefore, serve some useful purpose if British exporters are made aware of these 
dates of the Moslem year: The Ist of R. which is.the latest date by which 
stocks vhoald reach Jeddab; the period, from a few wooks before Ramadan until a 
fow weeks after Arafat Day, when business is most brisk and local trade reaches 
its annual high water mark; and, incidentally, the period, from a fortnight before 
Arafat Day until four weeks after it, during which it is possible to ship goods direct 
from the United Kingdom to Jeddah with the greatest economy in freight» (ace notes 
‘on  T'ranaport,” below). 
Large mums of money are sj 
Hodjaz. ‘Their contributions to 
another section, 


ak 


IV_~Administration 
General. 

‘The Government of the Hedjaz ix personal and absolute, Ministers exist, 
but theirs ix neither the first nor the last word in administration, Except with 
the previously obtained permi K course of action 
tnd confirm no decision. Their rile is paasive-—to echo, to act as channels for the 
matiifestations of the Royal will, Their disappearance would change nothing in the 
local situation, The Hedjaz ix ruled by asingle personality _ “ 

An ever prevent consciousness of the autocratic powers of the ruler dictates the 
attitude of all Hedjaz officialdom, For an official to act on bis own discretion is 
dangerous, Reference to Mecca is incessant; His Majesty's industry, tremendous, 

The interest taken by King Hussein in his people is not limited to his activities 
ay the mainspring of administration. An extensive and highly organised aystem of 
eapionage, on the Yildiz model, keeps him informed of the acts, words and alleged 
thoughts of great and small among the population, Action following hostile reports 
's prompt and drastic. Guilt in taken for granted, and no opportunity for exculpa. 
tion is allowed to the person concerned. Punishments take various forms: heavy 
fines, imprisonment, confinement in a noisome pit under the Royal Palace, fogging. 
sometimes until death ensues. Thess are imposed in the event of breach of His 
Majesty's enactments or whore his displeasure is incurred. For ordinary. legal 
purposes the Sharia (Koranic) Law is applied; mutilation as a punishment for theft 
1s however, kept more particularly for the dramatic days of pilgrimage, when 


Koranic rigours are likely to make their most favourable appeal to a large number 0 
the faithful z s ppeal to a large number of 
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It will be understood that the commercial communities of Jeddah ana Mecca find 
their advantage in ready obedience to was by His Majety established, | ae 

‘An analysis of the various aspects of local administration is not to the presen 
purpose; still less is this the place for comments thereon. But for the elucidation of 
the present financial and economic conditions in the Hedjaz it is essential to explain 
that, whenordinances aro issued affecting trade and commerce, these are the reflection 
not of considered constitutional debate, nor, indeed, of qualified and expert opinion, 
but of a single, arbitrary will, and that such ordinances command respect leas by 

lar concurrence han by popular appreciation of the severe and painful 
penalties attending disobedience 


Government Restrictions on Trade eT 

No «ingle administrative change has bit local trade more severely than that, from 
Turkish to Hashimite methods of Bedouin control. ‘The problem is, Broadly, how best 
to secure a favourable attitude towards the Government on the part of the non-urban 
population of the Hedjaz. Public security on the caravan routes and a pilgrimage 
ree from brigandage are the fruits of effective control, The Ottoman Government 
supplemented the ellorts of their local garrisons with subsidies, paid to the Bedouin 
tribes ax inducements to good behaviour. Under the present régime these subsidies 
fare rarely. if ever, paid. King Hossein prefers economic pressure to bribery, and his 
policy with the tribes is not that of the open hand. He wishes them rather to realise 
thomselves under hin thumb, For this policy t 

‘The quantity of clothing or foodstuffs which mi ‘he person in one 
day outside the walls of Mecea, Jeddah and other towns in the Hedjaz is strictly 
limited. A total of 1 keila (ae fable of weights and measures) of food-stufls and one 
garment is the limit, Control at the city gates is rigorous, Should any non-urban 
Arab attempt to take with him more than his ratio oorda are confiscatod and the 
merchant rexponsible for «applying him ix fined and made to refund the sum paid by 
his customer. Many Bedouin have to teavel for days and nights to reach a town 
where they can lay i simple supplies for their faanities, but they are forbidden to buy 
and the town tradesmen to sell, Only if the would-be purchaser applies personally 
to the King can he obtain a spocal licence to take away from the Town m 
small specified amount. ‘The Bedouin, in order to obtain supplios, must nema 
continually at the Royal heel 

With the same object of enforcing the coutral authority, the 
export of goods from Jeddah to ports up and down the coast is prohibited, except 
under the King’s licence, Some points on the const (¢g.. Rabegh) were, until 
rocently, practically blockaded, At Wejh and Yambo, where Kbedivial mail steamers 
call periodically, the ration xvxtem ix in force ax against the Cribes of tho dintrict 
Only the privileged are permitted to ship to these ports from Jeddah and only in 
small quantities at a time, For Kunfoda and elsewhere to the south, xmall monthly 
shipments are allowed to five from a roll of fifty registered Jeddah merchants, ‘The 
szmaller fry wait their turn in vain. ‘The arrangements with rexpect to consignments 
from Jeddah to Medina are characteristic, No special licence to consign to Medina 
from Jeddah is required, but the consignor must name a surety in Jeddah, whose 
night's rest is not azsired until the Government anthoritive in Medina have cortified 
the eafe arrival of the total consigned, Robbery by brigands on the 
may bo pleaded by the consignor as force majeure, but his complicity will bx asst 
as certain, and be must suffer for " smuggling goods to the Bedonin, 

Whether the policy of blockading the rural popniation succeeds in its abject or 
not, its unpopularity with all is certain, Many a Jeddah merchant who, before the 
war, did a steady business among the tribes is ruined to-lay. Nor do the tribesmen 
‘on the Medina Road, independent aud inflammable, appreciate the substitution of 
boycott for subsid 

For the cessation of the formerly flourishing caravan trade betwoon the Hedjar, 
Nejd and Hail the Hedjaz Government cannot be held wholly responsible. So long 
as relations between King Hussein and Thn Saud remain as at prosent, this trade 
cannot be expected to continue, Its revival would raise Medina from its present 
say plight 

"The export of gold, the standard currency of the country, from the Hedjaz 1s 
prohibited. It is even probibited, on pain of confiscation, to remit gold from one 
town to another within the Hedjaz. Merchants in Mecca, Jeddah and Medina may 
not send gold to each other in settlement of accounts. Similar restrictions have 
recently been imposed on the remittance of majidi dollars from Mecca to Jeddah, 
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Once within the walls of Mecca, an English sovereign must stay there. Merchants 
sent this ordinance, and the payment of the extra 3 piastres per £ which they have 
in consequence to find for drafts 
Goods on which customs duty has been paid may not be re-exported from the 
Hedjaz. Goods imported for Mecea may not be consigned elsewhere than to Mecca 
nor from Mecca to any other town in the Hedjaz 
Government intervention in the currency and exchange question is continual 
(see notes on “ Currency,"” below), Merchants find no profit to themselves in these 
enactments, 
The prives of the principal commodities are fixed arbitrarily by Government, to 
the prejudice of the tradesmen concerned, 
Forced loans" and other aspects of the Government's attitude towards local 
trade are noted under the heading * Finance,” below 
The policy of these restrictions, otherwise inexplicable in a country so large a 
proportion of whose revenues is derived from customs dues, is tl the Bedouin 
control referred to above; unless the commercial community recognise that their souils 
fare not their own, the ( went of the Hedjaz would consider their policy towards 
that community as « failure 
It is always open to individual merchants to petition the King for the privilege 
of a special licenve for this or that, and such petitions, the grant of which creates a 
Proper sense of obligation in the breast of the merchant concerned, are not always 
refused. 


Government Participation in Trade. 
‘The Hedjaz Government's attitude towards things commercial is not invariably 
hostile, A company styling itself “Al Sharakat-alWataniyya’” (the “ National 
Company”) enjoys peculiar tavour. Wi reals and rice from India 
was restricted, and h, importers in Jeddah 
ed to thes, upon 


ot paid 

nission of future 

eustom does wp tothe value of the wher annexed milly, when the 

stocks held by the "National C eeded the demand, the’ importers 

received back their flour or rice, or someone else's, not improved by months af Mecca 

storage, this" National Company '' (the’ name is, of course, the moreat 

‘camoutlage) ix vested the monopoly of export of hides, skins and, apparently, bones, 

the only exports of importance of the country. ‘The pilgrimage ceremonies include 

tho slaughter of tena of thousands of sheep and goats, and these by-products of 
sacrifice were much sought after before the war. 

A branch of the ” National Com called the “ Industrial Enterprise 
Company," was formed in January 1922 to purcham two steamers 
King Hieein came in person to Jeddah, fixed the number of Bt. shares 
to be purchased by each merchant, allotted scrip (a bare receipt), and returned 
to the company’s headquarters in Mecon mers were purchased and now 
constitute the Hashimite Government fleet 

‘Tho shareholders’ interest in thew purchases ix considered ax negligible, once 
they haye put up the necessary funds 


Customs 
‘The following import duties are in force :— 


Food:stufls, livestock, tea, coffee, sugar, kerosene and matches: 15 per 
‘cent. ai calorem. 
All other goods not otherwise provided for: 20 per cent. ad ealorem. 
Silk: and woollen goods, and all textiles containing silk or wool, carpets, 
sandalwood and all articles of perfumery: 25 per cent. ad calorem. 
Sweet tobacoo ( gurak,” “atrum,”” and “haruka"), Indian betel-nuts 
fond annfl:. 75 per (ent. ad ealorem. 

Methylated spirit : 'TK. PT. 25 per kilog. 

Tobacco. cigarettes, TH P40 per kilog 

Atmonin, fruit essences: TK. PT. 50 per kilog. 

‘The importation of alcoholic drinks and of opium is prohibited. ‘Turkish 
silver and nickel is liable to 50 per cent. confiscation. 
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The ad calorem duty is nominally assessed on the price cit, Jeddah. In fact, 
however, the customs assessors set their own valne ou each article, and their valuation 
bears no relation to invoice prices. Samples are taken and sold by the assessors 
in the bazaar for the highest price they will fetch, and the duty on the whole 
consignment, payable in gold, is assessed accordingly. ‘The high cost of living in 
Jeddah is very largely due to customs methods 
metimes the certified invoice value of goods is dovbled or trebled for 
customs purposes; in eases where individual importers have incurred the ill-will 
Of the Government, the customs valuation is nothing less than fantastic 
dog-cart, quoted in Singapore at 602, has been valued by the Customs Administration 
ast fo z boat, worth, at the most, 2 a piece, have been 
15i, gold the pair, A hnnd-worked tobacco-cutting machine, which 
second: Fxypt in 1916, and which might be obtained new for 
Bt, was recently imported by a loa Armenian, who held 3,500. 
worth of uncut tobacce in Jeddah. Exploitiny his inability to dispose in any way of 
this stock of tobacco, the Government charged hi 5001. gold as duty on the second: 
hand machine! Such examples could be multiptie 

‘The lary of the chief assensor of the Jeddah customs is 7. por mensom. His 
three suborditiate axsewsors 1 rom 42, to Gl. mouthly. All koop bi 
establishments, and the chief assessor is believed to dispose now of some 20,000) 
capital. 

Corruption is all-prevalent. The axsossore are not ashamed to disc before 
third parties their arrangements with an importer by which, eg., he pays to the 
Government customs dues on 150 dozen only of a consignment of 200 dozen. On 
two-thirds of the odd 50 dozen be pays dues at Government rates to the assessors for 

the duty on w fow dozen, 

Jeneral of Customs imports on his own account, but under the 
name of a ¢ The ( he town is one of the largest merchanta in the 
Hedjaz; the head of the municipality ie another. ‘The inevitable qive-and-take 
among the leading officials of an Oriental town axpports the local rumour that these 
personages are not subjected to the coramon Jot of customs victims 

As stated above, goods upon which customs duty has been paid may not be 
reexported from the Hedjaz to any destination, ‘The Hedjaz produces practically 
nothing for export, and there is, therefore, no export duty in force. 

With the passing of Ottoman Government, the exemption from import duties 
eof goods imported from Syria, Egypt, Pales wopotamin and the former 
Ottoman Empire generally has, naturally, ceased This point is of importance to 
British firms represented (ey) in Egypt, for the Hedjax importer must now pay 
toth Egyptian and Hedjaz dues. It would be worth’ the while of sich firme to 

the appototiment of agents in the Hedjaz, to whom goods could be directly 
figned 


Law Courts 
The " Sharia” (Koranic) Law is administered in the Hedjax by  Kndhis " 
Presiding over religious courts. As, however, provision for some evontualities of 
Tnodorn commercial life wax not made by the Prophet (A.D, 570-632), morchants in 
Jeddah mnay' neck redress, if both parties consent, in a local * C 3 
id. European firms locally represented by Hashitite subjects any. claim 
against their agents, seek the justice of this tribunal. {ts methods are dilatory 
erratic, and it is subordinated. like all other branches of administration, to 
the personal control of King Hussein. British subjects or British-protected perso 
if dofendants in a civil case, may be tried heforw the British Consular Court. For 
British firms appointing agents in the Hedjaz, the nationality of these agenta may. 
in case of a dispute between agent and principal, prove an important Tac 


—Finance. 
Hashimite Gorernment Finance 


The Hedjaz Government have no budget aud issue no statements of revenue 


ar sores of revenue are bon in an appendix 


In default of oficial statistics, it is not possible to compute, even approximately, 
the total of revenue, which varies naturally and very markedly with the scasen, 
‘The customs revenue for a single mouth has been eadimated by one well qualified 














to judge, at 40,0001, gold; and when a rumour was current early in 1923 that the 
er mensein) Was mooted as that which an eventual concessionnaire would be called 
Upon to pay. Quarantine and health ducs, dues on packages entering and leaving 
the country, and, in particular, the various “ Koshan” charges, yield their richest 
harvest daring the pilgrimage season, i.e, daring the eight months between the 
L of the first Javanese and Malays and the departure of the last Indians and 
From 15,000 to 20,000 camiels plied this year in pilgrim caravans from, 
Mecca to Medina and back, Statistics of the numbers of pilgrims in respect of 
pecial dues are charged are given under" pilgrimage,” above, A. glance at 
the appendix will show that the total sum contributed by pilgrims to the Hashimite 
roventies is, where stich umbe iuvolved, considerable. Most of the thousands 
of pilgrims who die each year in the Hedjaz leave eflects, on which Hashimite 
Government death duties are charged. 
There is so little evidence of any sum approximating to the Government 
wenne being expended by the Government within the Hedjaz, that a large credit 
ice might not unreasonably be expected, The total salary and wages bill of 

Administration in Mecca—including all the high-sounding Ministers of 
Finasice, for Foreign Affairs, of Pablic Works, of Wakfs, of the Interior, &c., with 
clerks and Goveramontal hospitals and Acting Prime Ministers, and whatnot 
amounts to less than per month Government salaries are ludicrously 
inadequate, and not thow of the army and. police aro habitually. in 
arrears, Tn former years, much of the revenue (all. the permit-dues. summarised 
Under the head of “'Koshan") went direct to King Hussein, and could not 
then igure as a Government receipt, but this year all payments have been 

Ministey of Finance, and pass through’ that Minixtry's books, And 

Yot there is no news of any credit balance; everyone's aalaty in will in arrears 
"he oxpla is simple: after the departure of each caravan, ¢9., for M 
the Minist nance receive from His Majesty a demand for, say, 32.0001, ° 
the Royal expenses.” The xum demanded, which, for aafety"s sake, ly 
excords by 1,000/, oF 2,0002., the mum known to have been paid. in " in 
supported by no vouchers, but haa, naturally. to be paid at once. When the deman 

coeds any sum available, the Minister of Finance, whose post is honorary, makes 

the deficit from his awn pocket. Such ix local high finance.” 

Tt will thus be understood that the credit of the Fashimite Government ix one 
thing, the personal credit of King Husain another, ‘The Hashimite Government 
May hot pone the means to pay their emploveos a living wage. to neet salary 
obligations when die, oF to mbwidise the tribesmen on the Medina Road and 9 to 
enimure some mensure of secarity to the pilgrim travellers, but for frittering away. on 
military adventures, for Arab propaganda in forvign counteies, for the remuneration 
of any solf-atyled victim of mandatory tyranny, and for the severnign's. personal 
gestures of public-spirited vonerosity, fonds are always available Taxpayers in the 
diaz ace remarkably little for their money. 

Boaides the more regular soutues of income, various other methods of raising 
reveniie atv judiciously exploited. By arbitrarily fixing the ra ch currency 
may circulate and certain commodities he sold, the Government ie assured of a steady 
harvest of fines. Forced loant are also common, and most merchants in Jeddah, 
Medina and Mecca are the Government's creditors Forced loans are most cvmmonly 
levied to meet expenses in Medina. Jeddah merchants are ordered to draw bills in 
the Government's favour upon their Medina szents. whose credit they often have 
wuthority to pleslge A refimal to draw such a bill, or a refusal to meet it, entails 
naplearint consequences. Repayment is generally promised by the Government in 
the form of remission of customs dues upon future imports, bit thew dnes are not, 
in fact, except in the rarest cases, remitted. The wiser among the creditors eut thelr 
losses and, by relinquishing to the finance officials a stiff proportion of the sum due to 
them, recover at lenst something in gold. Otherwise, the best they ean hope for is 
repayment in majidi dollars at 7 to the & gold (see notes on * Curreney."" helow). 


Currency. 
‘The question of currency and exchange is highly complicated, and its reactions 
upon local trade are of considerable importance. r F 
‘The local standard currency is British gold swrereigns and half-sovereizns 
cirvulate freely. All payments to Government mast be made in gold. Rents, certain 
salaries, court fees, eo, are also payable in gold 
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side with gold circulate a variety of other currencies: ‘Turkish majidi 
dollars of 20 Turkish piastres each and other Turkish silver coins of TK. PT. 1,2, 5 
and 10 denominations: Egyptian notes and silver; rupee notes and silver; Javanese 
and Dutch currency; Singapore dollars, &e. Huge sums are brought by the pilgrims 
in the currencies of their country of origin, and dleddah, Meeca and Meding swarm 
With money changers 
The export of gold, which owes its presence in the Hedjaz to British subsidies 
d during the war, is rigerously prohibited. During the war, when the export was 
free and the import into India prohibited, fortunes were made by smuggling gold 
into India at a profit of 5 rupees or 8 rupees per sovereign, but those days ate, te kecal 
regret, past. Merchatits are therefore glad of the Indika rupee 
and Egyptian ourrency notes, which they buy for sh ay 
Payment for goods ordered. ‘The annual export of specie from the Hedjnz before th 
war exoeeded 1,000,000, The present Government publish no statistic, 
Various factors are constantly at work to set the rates of all but the gold 
swinging, and the purchasing power of the sovereign, expressed in terins of 
we currencies purchased, varies not only with the world gold tater but with the local 
merchants’ need of paper to export and with the masses of pilgrims from any one 
country present at any given time in the Hedjaz ‘The £ sterling, for instance 
though anknovn in this country where the £ gold alone is recognised, is tied up by 
London and Egyptian exchanges to the equivalent of PT, Egyptian Sip At the 
moment of writing, the gold sovervign buys PT. Exyptinn 98} only: merchants need 
Egyptian notes and are willing to pay for them. Dut with the arrival next dune of 
the Egyptian pilgrims, the value of Egyptian notes. will sink, until, perhaps 
PT. Egyptian 113 can be purchased for a soverviga With the Egyptian curtensy 
rates, sterling rates, as opposed to gold, will also sink, a0 that sterling paymenta 
made to the Hedjaz will be worth nearly 20 per cent. leas then than aw bill 
drawn on Londan for 1001., which to-day would yield over O82, yold, will then yield 
Joes than 884. gold, 
These fluctuations in the rates of Egyptian, Indian, Javanese and sterling 
cause very real embarrasament to all who are paid, or whom business te 
* currencies and not in gold, bot they are otherwiae unchjectionable, 
Feflect natural causes The ense ix ot so with the Turkish paste 
~ £ gold exchange 
; Flere three tes obtain: the Government. rate, the mercantile ente and the 
bazaar rate. 
The bazaar rate varies between 150 and PT. TK 260, that is, between 
9 and 13 majidia, to the € gold. Turkish piastres, bo it remembered, have but little 
Yalue anywhere. | From 17 to 20 majidis can be bought for a sovereign in Syria, 
Mesopotamia and other ex-Ottoman provinces, and though the importation. of 
Turkish silver into the Hedjaz. is subject to a 60 per cent. customs charge. the ov 
‘of these coins from countries where they have ceased to circulate towards the Hedjaz, 
More they still circulate at comparatively favourable ratos. continues nevertheloer 
‘They cannot be profitably exported from the Hedjaz, and merchants. and. inoney 
changers are naturally loth to exchango wold for majidis except at what they consider 
a safe rate The bazaar rate marks the level which Turkish silver finds for iteell tn 
the Hed jaz despite all arbitrary pronouncements us to ite official value 
‘The mervantile rate ix fixed by practice at PT. TK. 122 to the € gold. Thi doca 
not affect the real price of articles purchased, wince these may be paid for in gold 
Plastres, at the mercantile rate, or in ordinary. pinstres at the Daraar rate. A 
soversign buys the same amount of cloth, whether the cloth be priced at, yold 
n for the sake of 
reantile rite, which is 
© sterling, in the days when 
re one and the same thing. 
PT. TK. 112 to the € aterling gold ‘These 
instres paid to or by Government, ary called pinstres 
he pinstre miri is assumed, by a fiction which it would be irrelevant te 
sramine, to be worth fivequarters of ‘an ordinary pinstte, 99 that there are wale 
16 Pinstres miri to the majidi, and 7 majidis go to the © gold Tt should, of source, 
te understood that the bazaar. mercantile and Government piastres nre not differnt 
coins. There is only one Turkish piastre coi Rot in paying in gold an 
ordinary bazaar bill, mercantile account, or a Government’ charge asseeccd Te 


Piastres, the rites at which sold is taken vary as explained above, and chnnge ie given 
according to these rates 
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Alll payments made to the Hashimite Government, #., for customs dues, taxes, 
telegraph charges, dc, are assessed in piastres miri, but must be made in gold at 
the rate PT, TK. 112-11 gold, except tm the case of sums of less than PT.'TK 30 
or 40, when Turkish silver is accepted. A cablegram of thirty-two words at 
TK. PT. 14 per word leaves no change out of 42, gold: the same number of Turkish 
piastres could be bought for less than 2 gold in the bazaar. A customs charge of 
TK. PT. 5,600 costs the importer 50/. gold, but if he is i enough to recover 
TK. PT. 5,600 only fre ents he lowes 281. gold. To this difference in piastre 
Fates the Hodjaz ier accustomed. What makes the curreney question 


(«) That the Government pay out 7 majidis us the equivalent of UL. old, 
(H.) That all dotected changing the £ gold at a higher rate than 112 piastres 
miri (140 ordinary piastres) are liable to fines, imprisooment and flogging, 


The consequences need no elaborate comment, When a Government employee 
receives ly salary of 4, or a merchant, repayment of his “loan to the 
Government of 5000,, in tajidi dollars at 7 to the &, he receives approximately half 
the sum neccesary to buy that amount iu gold in the bauunr. “A clerk drawing 4. 
‘month must spend two month’ salary to possess, or to pay to Government, 41, for be 
reooivos 28 majidis and must 

Pricey, of course, follow the bazaar rate: to the butcher or the baker a piastre 

n ordinary piastro, not, by some methods of transenutation, a " gold piastre ” or 
© piasteo miiri.” It follows that the purchasing power of all who are still paid 
at old ratos and in Turkish piastros has been halved since 1914, Bofore the war, 
122 piastres brought 1, worth of goods; to-day they buy less than 10s. worth. As 
for the rate fixed by Government for all bazaar transactions (7 majidis to the £), 
this is wholly unreasonable and unenforceable. ‘The majidi obstinately finds its own 
Jovel, and mercharite will not touch it at a theoretical value. Even the Government 
allies themselves do not respect this rate. As desoribed above, they 
payment: in gold: there is no question of the Customs or Financo Departments 
accepting 7 miajidis ax equivalent to 12, gold, But occasionally, when the Govern. 
iment requires «stock of safidia merchants are permitted to pay thle custome duce 
in majidis, but only at the bazaar rates—11-14 majidis for each 1. gold they would 
aterwise pay. On the same day. perhaps, same wretched money changer i Mocca 
is being fined or imprisoned for changing at the same rate. It is, indeed, alleged 
that the chief raion for the continuance in force of King Husin's prohibition 
of baraar exchanges at other than Government rates is to be found im the stoady 
stroam of fines now levied on recaleitrants. ‘This ix at least plausible 

Unuil majidi dollars, and Turkiah silver currency generally, are either with: 
drawn from circulation or are allowed to circulate at their own value, and are 
ecepted by Government—or at least paid by Governmental corrent rates, the 
situation in reapect of currency in the Hedjax will continwe to be chaotic. The 
‘question ik prominent at the moment of writing, for the Faxhimite Government have 
now minted their own bronze, silver and gold coinage. The bronze coxns have driven 
Turkish nickel off the market, thou 


Banking. 

‘The Imporial Ottoman Bank opened a branch in Jeddah in 1913, but on the 
establishment of the present régime in 1916 this branch was forbidden by the 
‘Hedjaz Government to continue its activities, The former connection with the local 
Torkish authorities and, more particularly, its reminiscent style and title, may 


explain this prejudice. ‘The bank has. local manager in Jeddah, who conscientiously 
does nothing from one year's end to another. 
A Bvitish firm established in Jeddah holds the Royal permission to do the only 


banking business in the Hedjaz This firm confines its banking activities to the issue 
of drafts on certain countries, and the collection of drafts here. Tt cannot guarantee 
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to issue drafts on India, Java or Malaya, for which importers must go to other 
business firms having connections with these countries, Gold paid to the firm for 
transmission abroad is taken at PT. Egyptian 97 only, i., as equivalent to sterling 
par; but when operations involve payments in Jeddah, the firm pay gold at the bazaar 
Tates, at ftom PT. Egyptian 100-115 to the £ 

Hhictuations in the exchange necessarily hamper any banking enterprise in the 
Hedjaz, and the exigencies of Koranic Law prohibit, eg., the payment of interes 
but an expansion of the present business done by the bank concessionnaires to inclu 
the issue of advances and loans to merchants, and the acceptance of deposit and 
current accounts would probably have a good effect upon the local commercial 
situation 


VI—Products and Natural Resources of the Hedjaz. 


The following notes may be said to cover all of the products of the country which 
aro of the slightest importance — 


Wheat and Barley. 

Thore ix vory lictle cultivation, Wheat and barley are grown round Medina, 
with irrigation from the wells, and barley round Twif, with stream irrigation, 
Elsewhere, only after rain, in the “soilk” or “fiumaras.” ‘The supply is quite 
inadequate to local needs, and there is heavy importation, 


Dates. 

Tho staple produce of all the oases in the Hedjaz, ‘The best class of Medina date 
—" aholobi,” there are said to be 138 othor varieties eultivated round Medina—nsed 
to be exported to India, Syria and Egypt, but it is doubtfal whether such export 
now takes place. ‘The public security situation round Medina is not favourable either 
to trade or to cultivation Pilgrims, however, take large quantities of dates ax 
" tabarruk" to their homes 


Other Frvit 

Grapes from Ta’if and Medina, melons and water melons from the Wadi Fatma 
and Hadda, apricots and pomegranates from Ta'if supply the urban population with 
frait 


Samu” (" Ghi"), Milk and Mutton 

Supple are generally sulficient for oul oowde. Hach Badu farnily ban ity 
own flocks, Sheep are also imported from Somaliland and Ad ho rupture 
of communications with Nejd. Cattle are imported from the Y 


Wool and Hair, 
Sheep's wool and goat's hair are plentiful all over the Hodjaz, and tents (the 
), clothes, ropes and" shimlas ” (rough earpets) are locally woven 
fices during the pilgrimage coremonies are an important source of 
National Company ” has the monopoly of export, 


Hides and Skins. 

Entirely controlled by the “ National Company” Bofore the war there were 
considerable exports to Aden and vid Haifa, to Europe. ‘The Muna sacrifices produce 
tens of thousands of, carcases of shecp and goats, At present the “ National 
Company" appears neither to purchase nor to export, but export. by others is 
prohibited. A goatskin with hair costs TK. PT. 1-2; a sheepskin with wool, 
TK. PT. 21-4; but the prices charged by the " National Company,” should it decide 
toexport, would not necessarily conform to these rates. Local tanning and dressing 
arrangements are very primitive. " Madas” (sandals) and "khuf" (women's 
mocassins) are made of camelhide. Saddlebags are dressed and dyed in the desert. 


Bones. 

Except that goat's horn is burnt as a protection against snakes, and that the 

non-Moulem cemetery at Jeddah is occasionally rifled for knuckle-bones, the Hedjaz 

hhas no tse for bones, of which there must be a fair supply. One merchant in Jeddah 

huys, but it i not certain that the export is not controlled by the “ National 
va6t e 
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Company." 
years ago, 


An application for permission to export was certainly refused three 


Gum Arabic 
Collected near Medina and Ta'if by the Bedouin. Formerly exported to 

Syria and India, in that order of importance. There is no_export. Dow, aoe 

irregular supplies are still obtainable. 'The pre-war price was TK, PT. 1-3 per oke; 

the present price is TR. PT. 8-7 per oke: but the tariff isnot regular 


Honey. 
To'it honey is famous throughout Arabia, and is a popular “ tabarruk” 
__ (lessing-bringing souvenir of the Holy Places), ‘There is no regular export 


Was. 
‘The local product is insulficient for local requirements. No, export 


“Adhnan” 

Locally used as soap. Strong alkaline. The ground brushwood of a shrub, 
Found. roond Medina, considerable quantities are probably available if required. 
There in no export, 


Henna 
‘The best quality leaf is collected in the Wadi Wasta and the Wadi Safra, on 
the Modina-Rabegh Road. Henna is also found in the Wadi Fatma and in the 
Village of Husseiniyya, 5 miles north of Mecea, Bedovin sell in Mecca at 
7.20-30 per bug of 6 okes of leaf The powder, obtained by soaking the 
leaves in oil and crushing, sells at from TK. PT. 7 to ‘TK. PT. 13 per oke 
Vefore the war there was nteady export, to Damaseus and Beirout and to 
Germany. Now oxport has practically ceased, small quantities only being sent to 
Egypt, 
“Ting” 


‘The small fower of a local weed, springing up after rain. | Extensively used 
for stuffing pillows, mattresses, camel-pack-raddles, upholatery, &e. 


“ Zahrat-ud-durm.” 
‘The Indian ‘ Ust-i-Khedduz.” A plant used medicinally as a suderific and 
febrifuge Exported to Indin. Plentiful if rains are good, Found near Ta’if, 


“ Bidhe Maru.” 
‘A small seed, used in water medicinally for colds, ax a “tisane.”” 


*Duhn Bailasan” 
A valuable balm, extracted from the “‘bulsamodendron gileadense 
Price in Mecca, from 2, to Al, per oke. The trove grow on the Darb-ul-Fur 


Senna. 
A popular cathartic. Cheap and plentiful, 


Mother of Pearl. 
Fair supplies for export 


Pearls, 
Supplies erratic, ‘The representative of a Paris firm has visited Jeddah this 
year, as in 1929, to purchase, 


“Black Coral,” 
Used for rosaries and beads; also for cigarette-holders. 
Charcoal, 
Obtained from Acacia wood, which is plentiful on the Medina—Rabegh Road. 
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Of other natural resources, petroleum is found inland from Wejh, but is not 
commercially exploited. It is not certain that it is present in sufficient quantities 
to justify exploitation. There are rumours, but no evidence, of gold in the interior. 
Mica is found in the hills east of Ta'if. The lack of water supply and transport 
facilities makes any question of exploitation unattractive, but an even more important 
consideration is the peculiar sanctity of Hedjaz territory, No non-Mahommedan 
may penetrate into the interior of the Holy Country of Islam. 


VIL—Industey and Production. 


The Hedjaz is unproductive because nature has dealt hardly with the Holy 
Land. The Hedjaz Arab is unproductive because the secular, effortless harvest of 
Pilgrimage, peacefully or predatory, reaped, has repressed any instinct towards 
initiative which might, but for the Prophet's legacy of annoal bounty, have been 
developed in an unindustrious population. There are few industries in the Hedjaz, 
for the Pilgrimage supplies all with a livelihood, Goldsmiths and sileeremiths work 
in the three towns, but the gold braid for ‘* abbas” (the Bedouin robe) and the gold 
and silver thread for ‘‘igals” (the fillet worn over the “‘Iufliya"—headdress) come 
from India and are not locally made. Coppersmithe supply the public with the 
Popular Jong-spouted colle-pots. bat not tp the exclusion of the Indian article, 

joat-buildiny 1s done at Jeddah, but only during the short off-season, Beads and 
roraries ae produced in large quantities in Mecca, of wood and of "black 
coral,” but they are popular rather beewuse they are sold in Meceaany purchase 
made in the Holy Places having a peculiar virine in the eyes of the devout—than 
for any excellence of craftsmanship. The Bedouin make sundats and saddle-bags of 
ighly dressed leather, and fans and basket-work of palm-leaf veins and fibres. 
Only the manufacture of ins” (rough pile-loss matting: approximately the 
Indian" durri"), can really be described as a local industry. . Thove are hand-woven 
by the Bedouin women and vegetable-dyed, They are very: strong and durable, 
A similar article is made at the Bedouin industries settlement at Amrin, nowt 
Alexandria 

There is a mineral-water factory in Jeddah and a Government workshop for 
the repair of the Government's aeroplane, automobile and marine engine machinery, 
but the Government's prejudice against machinery is very strong. Applications for 
permimion to import motors and power-driven plants of any kind are considered 
inn markedly hoatile spirit. Horse-power is an element in 20th Century civilisation, 
fro te insluence and incursion of which King Hussein desires to keep tho Ted jaz ax 
Jong ax possible protected, He fears, with reason, that acquaintance with the 
products of modern engineering and the free introduction into the Holy Country 
of modern machinery and methods might disturb the satisfaction of his. subjects 
with the Koranic régime which it is hie ambition to revive, and might. pavo the 
why for ventures threateninye the inviolability of the Hedjaz from non-Mahemmedan 

particularly European=peneteation, Thess considerations donot provent the 
Hashimite Government from purchasing acroplines, steamers, motor-Inunches and 
motor-cars, but they apply with deterrent soverity to the efforts of private individuals 
to move with the times of Western civilisation, 

‘Agricultural and pumping machinery, the importation of which would be to the 
real advantage of the country, is kept out by the low purchasing power of local 
Agriculturists, by their natural conservatisin and attachment to the primitive methods 
of their forefathers and by King Hussein’s prejudice against machinery in the hands 
‘of private individuals, Were the first and second of these co ms 10 lose 
their cogency, the third would eontinne to debar the Hedjax agriculturist trom 
‘exploiting the possibilities of power-worked pumps, tractors, to. The inadequacy or 
total lack of water supply in this country is, moreover, a factor unfavonrahle to 
the ponularisation of anv eyatem of machinery requiring to be water-cooled 

"There are a few (American) electric lighting plants in rise in Teddah nnd Mocea, 
‘The demand for these is not, however, keen. In Turkish times, the Jeddah con- 
densing plant provided the town with electricity and ive, but, these Ioxuries have 
vanished with the steady dilapidation of the condenser, which now can hardly 
te said to fulfil even its condensing functions. 


Trade Guilds 
All following the same calling in any one town are banded together in guilds, 
as master-craftsmen, workmen and apprentices under the authority of a sheikh 
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whose position, generally hereditary though theoretically dependent upon Govern- 
ment oninatiog Ws abe of consterable tatuence. ‘The system is useful, for 
complaints of bad workmanship against individuals are referred in the first instance 
to the sheikh of the guild, who sits with his deputy and a number of master-craitemen 
to examine the case and has power, if necessary, to order the offending workman 
to make good his fault. Should he prove recalcitrant, the sheikh can expel him 
from the guild and so remove his means of livelihood. ‘The volume of litigation in 
the courts is much reduced by this delegation of authority of the sheikhs concerned. 
Should the Government levy a tax varying with the taxpayers, occupation the 
sheikhs are responsible for its collection. In the case of the “‘kefala” tax (see 
Appendix) the sheikhs receive 10 per cent, of the total sum collected from their guilds, 
and as any eventual Government dissatisfaction can be—and is—vented upon the 
person of the sheikb, Government orders ure made effective with no great 
administrative difficulty. 

‘All wage-earners in the Hedjax belong to one or another guild, except Govern- 
ment employees and clerks. 

‘A most influential body is that of the “Mutawwilin,” or pilgrim guides 
(‘eiceroni”), They tout for pilgrims to all Moslem countries, and, on the pilgrims’ 
arrival in the Hedjaz, become responsible for their travelling and lodging arrange- 
ments, &e. No pilgrim may make the pilgrimage unattached to « mutawwif, and 
Governinent orders binding upon pilurims are communicated to them through their 
guides ‘The mutawwifin squeeze all possible profit. from their position, bnt are 
themselves subject to considerable prewsure from Government, The business is 
nat a9 Tucrative as it was 3 

‘ combination between the Jeddah agents of steamship companies carrying 
returning pilgrims to India wax successful this year in keeping up the price o} 
tickets after the pilgrimage. ‘This had the good effect of ensuring an adequacy of 
shipping for returning pilgrims, whereas price-cuttinge competition does not 
encourage companies to send vessels to ballast from India to fetch cheap passengers, 
nt the maintenance of high prices caused many pileritns, who would otherwise 
hnve benefited from competitive rates, to become destitute wnd a charge on Govern- 
mont. Such combinations na this shipping ring are not, however, a normal feature 


of commercial life in a country where mutual distrust is general ond individualism 
medinvally strong, 


Wager. 
‘The rates for nnskilled Inbour vary between TK. PT. 10 and TK. PT. 20 per day 
‘of ton hours Coolie-porters, carters. watermen. &ey charge by the load. Masons 
Gnd carpenters earn. from TK.PT-40 to TK, PT. 60 by a day's work. Europeans, 
fr contd not obtain labane locally for double these wages. Where Europeans 
‘employers, wages are a matter for bargaining 


VIIL—Transport and Communications 
Railways. 

‘Tho ouly allway within the Hedjax is that portion of the Hedjaz Railway 
running from Medina to the northern frontier, and this has not functioned since 
the War. One of the chief activities of the then Emir Feisul's forces during the 
‘war was to raid and blow up sections of this line, in otder to sever the communica 
tious betweon the Tirkish forces in Palestine and Syria and the Turkish garrison 
in Medina, The success of these expeditions is apparent in the present almost 
complete distepalr of the line King Hussein resolved during the spring of this 
Year to repair the line at his own expense, but the stim allotted for the parpore 
Yalla far short of the necessary minimum. Tt is understood that the line has 
indeed heen rolaid after a fashion, and that a locomotive has been run down from 
Munn to Medina, but it i8 not, at the moment of writing, certain that this 
Tocomotive can be run back 

The fature management of the Hedjaz Railway was made the subject of a 
declaration by the Rritish and French Governments, as mandatories for Palestine, 
Transjordinin and Syrin, at the Lavaanne Conference in January last. Ie was 
then proposed that an advisory couneil, consisting of four Moslems, nominated 
respectively by Syria, Palestine, Transjordania and the Hedjaz, with power to 
co-opt as additional members not mote than two Moslem representatives from other 
Countries interested in the pilgrimage, should sit at Medina to advise the administrn- 
tions of the different sections of the railway on all matters affecting the ennvenience 


and comfort of pilgrims and the upkeep of the line. Recognising the religious 
character of the railway, Great Britain and France declared that any profits 
derived from tbe sections of the railway lying within their mandatory zones should 
be devoted to the maintenance and improvement of the railway as a whole, and 
that any sum remaining after such expenditure should be allocated to the relief of 
the poorer pilgrims visiting Mecca and Medina. 

King Hussein, however, opposed the formation of any such council, preferring 
that the administration of the whole line should be vested either in his own person 
or in a council open to all Moslems, under the presidency of the Sheikh-ul-Haram 
of Medina. s 

Ttis, in any case, certain that, before railway traffic between Medina and the 
north cath be resumed, it will be necessary not only that more solid repairs than 
have been yet attempted should be carried out, but that some system of guarding 
hundreds of miles of line from the maranding of unsympathetic and predatory 
Bedouin should be improvised. The restoration of this railway service would be 
of the greatest benefit to Medina, for pilgrims travelled in thousands from Damascus 
to Medina before the war, and trade between the Hedjaz, Palestine and Syria could 
only gain by the re-establishment of quick communications The problem of public 
security is, however, one not easily solved 

project of a railway between Jeddah and Mecea continues to attract the 

interest of capitalists. Technically. it is understood, the scheme offers no 

difficulties. ‘The Government's sensitiveness, however, to any suggestion 

of " peaceful penetration,"” and the strong Moslem religions objection to the presence 

‘of any bt Mahommedans in the Hedjaz, east of Jeddah city walls, are factors 

which cannot be ignored. The Government themselves attach what is probably 

exagyorated importance to the “vested interests’ af camel-men, muloteors, a, 

fand appear loth to deprive these worthies of their share in the national legacy of 

the pilgrimage. Of the advantage the project holds for tho pilgrims, there can ba 
no question, 


Roads. 

There are no roads, in the European sense of the word, in the Hedjaz. Between 
Mecca and Jeddah the rough track, camel-worn and boukler-strewn, is. just 
practicable for a motor-car or horse vehicle Elsewhere the roads are mere tracks, 
‘whose direction the oases and the mountain passes decide. 


Motor Transport 

‘Two firme, one Ttalian and the other Indian, have endeavoured unsuccessfull 
to obuatn concsesions for the transport In motar‘oury of pilgrims betweon Teddal 
and Mecen. The Government, apprebensive, as always, of innovations exploited 
by others than themelves, have refused any’ stich concession. Tho country is by 
rho means suited to motor Fansport, but a regular service between Joddab and Mece 
should meet with considerable aucosss, both in and out of the pilgrimage season, 


Shipping. 

A return of shipping in the port of Jeddah during the past twelve months is 
appended, 

(a) General, 

‘The following shipping lines call at Hedjaz ports :-— 

The Khediciat Mail Steamship Company (British) —Regular service. From 
Sues 10 Wejh, Yambo and Jeddah, for Fort Sondan, Suakin, Massawa, Hodeidah 
and Aden, once in every twenty days; and from Aden, Hodeidah, &,, to Jeddah, 
Yabo and Wejh for Suez, once in every twenty dayd 

From Suez to Yambo and Jeddah. for Port Soudan and Suakin, once in every 
twenty days: and from Suakin and Port Soudan to Jeddah and Yambo for Suez, 
once fn every twenty days. 

‘Thee two services alternate, so that Jeddah and Yambo are visited both by 
sorthward and southward tound seamere onee in every ten days. 

Societa di Narigazione “Italia” (Italian) —Regalar service. From Suez to 
Jeddah, for Massawa, Hodeidah, Assal and Aden, once in every twenty daye; and 
return from Aden, Jibuti, Assab and Massavea to Jeddah for Suez, once in every 
twenty days. Tt is understood chat this line is subsidised by the Ttalinn Government, 
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The Bombay and Persia Steam Navigation Company, the Perrian Gulf Steam 
Navigation Company, Messrs A, M. Khandwani and Co. (Britisht—Irregular 
sailings between Jeddah and Aden, Bombay, Karachi and Gulf ports. During the 
pilgrimage season, visits are fairly frequent. Otherwise, only as cargoes offer. 

Messrs. 4. Hole and Co. ( Blue Funuel Line,” "Ocean Steamship Company, 
“China Mutual Steam Navigation Company " and" Oceaan, Nederlandsche S.M."), 
Messrs. Ruys Wm, aad Zonen (* Rotterdamsche Lloyd”), Dutch. ederland 
Sut, Dutch Thee. lines being pilgrims from Singapore, Eenang, Batavia, 
Soerabaya, &c., on their way to European ports, and eall tor returning pilgrims after 
the Haj}, on their way East 

Vereenigds sche Schoopesartmoats—One ot two ships of this 
company bring pil ‘rum South and East African ports and call after 
the pilgrimage to take them back again. 

Messrs. H. MH. Wemazte and Co.—Eroe-lance pilgrin-transport from and to 

 Enstern, Indian and Gulf ports 

Almost ‘all shipping lines calling at Jeddah carry pilgrims at one time or 
another during the season, but, except for a few of the ships carrying Egyptian 
find Syrian pilgrims, only ships arriving from Indian and Gulf ports make Jeddah 
their final port of destination when engaged in pilgrim transport, Such ships, 
after landing pilgrims, have often to return to India in ballast, and to come later 

dah in ballant whon calling for returning pilgrims 

‘The Red Sen mail-boats, and especially the shipping lines transporting Malayan 
and Javanse pilgrims, are less exclusively and more luctatively interested in the 
pilgrim traffic, which the latter take in their stride, as it were, during their regular 
voyages between Far Eastern and European destinations, 

Tn addition to the above companies, British-India Steam Navigation Company's 
stoamors cull once ot twice in the-yoat with rice from Burma or Calcutta, and a 
veusel his hrought kerosene direct Yrom New York in each of the years 1021 and 
in 1922, 

‘The Hashimite Government own two small steamers, purchased by obligatory 
public subscription to a" "improvised ad hoc, the "Tawil" and the 
PRunhdy,” which. are of approt\mately’ 190 and G0. tona burden. respectively 
“Paolo” and  Stuscotte,”” owned by Pastori of Masaw 


They wero formerly the 

1 for the transport of Government stores and troops up and down 

the const, and for the repression of coastal pirncy. They. also carry. mercantile 

potween Jeddah and Akaba. Wejh, Yambo, &e,, in the north, and Kunfudah 

f in the south. Pressute in brought to bear on merchants to enanre their 

shipping by these yosels rather than by any other, and Government anthority was 

recently exerted to prevent, OB.odd pilgvime from returning, to Seddab from 
t 


Yabo hy dhow or by an Tdinn steamer. They were compelled to take passage by 
tho Tawi,” to their extreme discomfort. ‘The comings and goings of these little 
craft ary Hol ineladed in the statement of shipping set forth in the appendix 


(b,) Harbowraye, 

‘The "inner harbour '* at Jeddah is about 14 miles crow-fly from the shore) the 
“outer harbour "” ix aa far again, The passage between the inner harbour and the 
quays is tortuous, with an Sechatie, badly ta aced of dredging, through the reff, 
Lighterage is done by stall lateen-salled dhows, of which there are between 200 and 
300 in the harbour, with an average capacity of from 12 to 2 tons of cargo, They 
fare skilfully handled, but, in stormy weather or on a still day. their journey from the 
roads where the steamers lie to the shore is a long one, 

‘The approach to Jeddah, through three lines of reefs, ix dangerous, A light- 
house would be a boon to mariners. One shipping company bas generously offered to 
put up a lighthoure at its own ebargw, This offer King Hussein has refused. 
promising to consider the erection of a light at Government expense "in a few years’ 
time." 

In any scheme for the improvement of Jeddah harbour, it would probably be 
found more practicable to ” take the town out to the harbour * by ranning a pier on 
piles from the shore over the coral reefs to the inner harbour and working trolleys 
slong the pir, than to attempt, by blasting and dredging on a large scale to «bring 
the harbour up to the town."” Pablic works of this nature, however, commend them- 
selves in theory only to the present Government. who profess to consider the grant of 
any concessions to European firms as a capitulation to forces hostile to Islam, and 
‘who are yet of no mind to undertake such enterprises for themselves 
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Harbour dues at Jeddah are 2/. per ship. No stocks of coal are kept other than 
tLose required by the Government. The only fresh water available is locally 
* condensed" water at 1, per ton, This is often foul, European residents in 
Jeddah generally get their drinking water from ships in the barbour. 

Of other harbours, Wejh and Yambo are regularly visited by Khedivial Mail 
Company steamers. The former is easy of access. Good natural harbours are found 
at Rabegh and at Umlejh. The anchorage at Lith is small, but well protected by 
reefs. Kumfudal, reputed to have the best water on the coast, is also reef-protecte, 
Both Lith and Kunfudah were visited before the war by vessels of the Austrian Lloyd 
Company, but no steamships now call there. 


(c.) Preights 

The importance of the freight question, as affecting the import trade of tho 
Hedjaz, cannot be exaggerated, for rates from India are so much lower than rates 
{rom United Kingdom and other European ports that effective competition with the 
Indian or Japanese article is well-nigh impossible for British manufacturers. Goods 
shipped from the United Kingdom to Jeddah baye to be transhipped at Suez (whence 
there are five sailings a month), Aden (four sailings a month) or Port Soudan (three 
sailings a month), the transhipment charges averaging about Teper ton. Gens 
shipped from India are brought direct, at an average freight of 15 rupees (12) per 
ton, which is less than the freight from Suez to Jeddah. Merchants naturally prefor 
to import from India rather than from Europe, and the combined advantages of low 
freights and cheap prices (deawback being allowed in India on many classes of 
imported goods, bring large quantities of Japanese goods from Bombay to Jeddah. 

Only daring six weeks of the year, from a fortnight before ‘* Arafat Day” (wo 
Appendix) until a month after it can goods he shipped direct from the United 
Kingdom to Jeddah by Messrs A. Holt's steamers from Liverpool and by au 
occasional " Rotterdam Lloyd” or "Nederland" steamer from Southampton 
United Kingdom exporters should take the fullest advantage of these sailings, for by 
them ireights United Kingdom to Jeddah hardly exceed those usually charged 
from Suez to Jeddah, It is perhaps too much to hope that any company would 
consider a regular monthly all-the-year-round call at Jeddah direct from United 
Kingdom and European ports, but such a service could not but give a fillip to 
Importation—at present languid and erratio~from Europe. and the venture might 
be justified by results, United Kingdom exporters shipping between February and 
Apiril 1924 (ic¢., shortly be iliin) might advantageously enquire of, «7. the 
Blue Funnel Line, whether a direct call at Jeddah ix practicable during the period 
A suflicient number of enquiries might stimulate consideration of the question, 


Aciation. 


‘The Government possess two or thrwe aeroplanes, and Russian pilots fly these 
during the pilgrimage and on other special occasions for purposes of demonstration, 
King Hussein is known to have instructed a pilot to tie six bags of rice on to each 
aeroplane wing (!) and to fly with this from Jeddah to Tw'if, but this ia the nearest 
‘approach to the theory of commercial aviation on 1ecotd in the Hedjax. 


Postal and Telegraphic Communications, 


(a.) Postal_—Mails are carried by all steamers of the “ Italia "’ and Khedivial 
inail lines from Suez t6 Jeddah and hack, so that European mails may arrive five 
times in a month. English letters reach Jeddah from ten to twenty days after posting 
for the P. & O. mail, 

Mails within the country are carried by mule or runner. 

Post offices exist, at Mecea, Jeddah, Medina, Ma’an, Akaba, Wejh, Yambo, 
aaa and Kunfudah. 

Uncancelled postage stamps may not be purchased by members of the general 
public. The envelope or postal packet for transmission must be banded to the 
employee, who affixes and cancels the necessary stamps. It does not suit the local 
Government that the public should be able to buy stamps which may be worth more 
outside the Hedjaz than they are worth to the Hed jaz Government: hence the above 
restriction 

(b.) Landtines and Cable—The Snakin-Jeddab cable connects the Hedjaz with 
the rest of the world, and a landline runs from Jeddah to Mecea, vid Babra, and on 
tw Ta'if. Operators at Bahra and Ta’if can only handle Arabic script. The cha: 
per word by this landline is T.K. PT.0'5. The special cable charge is 1 fr. 50 c. gold 
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per word. The rate from Jeddah to the United Kingdom is $ fr. 15 c. gold per word 
Payment must always be made in gold. 

(c.). Wireless Telegraphy.—Wireless stations at Jeddah, Yambo, Wejh, Medina, 
‘Akaba, Ma’an, and in the south Kunfudab, enable the Central Government to com- 
munieate expeditiously with distant districts. The uniform charge per word 
TK. PT. 5, 

The stations at Wejh, Akaba and Ma’an cannot deal with other than Arabic 
messages 

Efforts to arrange for emergency wireless communication between Jeddah and 
Port Soudan in the not infrequent event of cable breakdowns have not yet been 
successful, owing to politico: al rather than to technical reasons. The Hedjaz 
is thus liable off at any moment from the outside world, and the consequent 
disorganisi nment’s refusal to allow vessels 
in harbour to t rages by wireless during such periods of 
emergency. ‘The Government th get through by wireless to Ma’an, but 
this facility is not open to the public 

‘The Hedjnz is signatory to no postal, telegraphic or radiotelegraphic conven 
tion, and consequently neiiher parcels nor registered letters are accepted for 
tranamission hither, 

Lattors passing between Mecca and Jeddah are regularly perused by the Govern. 

int, and the subject-matter of telegrams and cables vent or received soon becomes 
general knowledge in the bazaar, ‘The Government requires decodes of all messages 
sent or received in commercial codes. 


IX_—Trade. 

Exports 
Hesides specie, ‘early to over 1,000,000, exports from the Hed jaz 
bofore the war consisted mainly of hides and skins, wool, mother-of-pearl shells, gam. 
and henna, of an aggregate annual value of about 60,000. Egyptian, Indian and 
Javanese Currency notes and Indian rupee coinage are still exported in largo 


‘quantities, for goods imported have to be paid for with this money of the pilgrims 
But the export of other « these are still available, f& now less than 
‘one-tenth of the pre-war figure. The '* National Company '” has monopotised hides 
and sleins, wool and hair, but seems content not to exploit these exports so long as 


nobody else can doso.'' Exportables ”* are henna and gum, anna, “ uat-i-kheddua,” 
“balm of Gilead,’* mother-of-pearl shells, pearls, black coral and "* ashnan. 
resumption of railway communications with Syria might encournge exports, but {tis 
to be feared that any successful venture would automatically lead to Government 
intervention, with the usual dispiriting result. For a Hedjaz merchant it is a 
dangerous thing to prosper, and a certain unwillingness to attract the Royal attention 
effectively damps any inclination towards mercantile enterprise 


Imports 

Tho teade of the Hedjaz, created as it is by the needs of the pilgrimage, consists 
almost entirely of imports. in this, as in other axpecta of local economic conditions, 
the absence of any official statistics makes difficult a precise appreciation of the 
situation und confines our review more or loss to generalities. It is regrettable that 
‘enquiries made of the local eustomns administration appear invariably to be considered 
‘as inspired by some ulterior motive and rarely provoke a satisfactory reply. But 
even were import statistics published, their value would be relative only, for the 
local aystom is to assess everything, not by weights, or values. but by “packages” 
Cargoes consist of =0 and so many "' packages.” and as anything from a matchbox 
to an elephant may constitute a “package,” the actual quantities and values 
imported remain vague. 

For practical purposes, however, th attached Staemdnts of Jeddah Imports 
for the years 1921 and 1922 (see Appendix) may be considered as fairly reliable and 
‘as giving # good idea of the cargoes discharged at Jeddah during the periods in 
question. They do not, however, include the imports of timber, green tea and Chinese 
silks from Java and Singapore, nor the tobacso which is so popular an import from 
Aden 

Food-stuffs-—It will be seen that an overwhelming proportion of Hedjaz imports 
is made up of foodsstufis. Food-stufis composed 85 per cent. of the total number of 
* packages" imported in 1921 and §2 per cent. of the total number imported in 1922. 
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con and Calcutta; barley and wheat from Bombay, Karachi, Egypt 
and Basra; flowr from India; lentils from India and Egypt: maize and millet trom 
India and’ the Soudan; sugar from India; these are staples, without which the 
Hedjaz must starve. To these must be added other classes of food-stufls, inclnded 
under “Sundries” in the Statement of Imports: Dates from India aud Basra 
(13,789 pack: ; chi, gingelly seed, gram, dhall and wheat-bran from 
India, with tea, m india, and coffee, from the Yemen. 

The bulk of these food-stufls comes fram British India. In 1921, 88 por oent 
of all food-stufls and the same percentage in 1922 came from Indian and’ Persian Gult 
ports. The system of annual allotments of all foodgeains 
specified Bom hi shippers, which came 
happily, abolished in October 1922 This system gave a call on 45 per cent. of all 
restricted food-stufl exports from Bombay to a single Jeddub firm (non-British), and 
the danger of a profiteering semi-monopoly was considerable. Local prices came down 
when the export fron India became free 

‘ugar, which is now imported from India, is of Javanese and Mauritian origin 
Before the war this quality was left to the consumption of the lowest classes only, 
tind the main import came from Marseilles Hard times have changed all this, as 
they have changed the local attitude towards Soudanese millet ("dakhn'’ and 

ra”). The latter is eaten largely by the Takruni (West African, Congblese 
Nigerian) popolation the fomner by the Bedouin and by the camels they tend 
iin article of Bedouin diet is, however, rive 
Jectionery, jams, pickles, de., are in good demand. Dutch goods are in 
compet ticles, though the lutter still predominates. 
fh sweets yy cheaper than English, retail sales of a not very high class 
ticle 70s, per ewt. in Jeddah while the lowest British quotation is 
rremt, in London, t “ onal 

Fextites—The mowt popular textile impart i Japanove grey sheeting, shi 
to Jeddah from Indian ports. Local taste requires thet pistes of 90 yards 1 the 
bale, and much bales sell at from 25%. to 300 retail, ‘The price from Bombay is 
believed to be 18%. per piece, cif Jeddah, No other single textile import in in such 


Prints, Musting, White Shirtings, Catico und other Manchester and Piece-goods 
‘These are predominantly of British manufacture, though Japanese, Indian, Syrian 
fand Italian articles are found in, competition 
, SH is brought mainly by Far Bastern pilgrim ships from Hong Kong, Java 
and Singapore 

Artificial sith, lace and embroidery come frown the United Kingdom, France and 
Ttaly, and India 

Woollen goods are not in great demand owing to the THedjaz climate. A single 
firm in Mecea appears to hold the only stocks in the country, ‘These are believed to 
becof German (or 7 Cxechoaoval) manufacture 

Carpets are brought from India and the Persian Gulf. Crude aniline-dyed 
prayer-mats of French and Belgian manufacture are very popular with pilgrims as 
Kouvenirs of the Holy Places. “Those have deaigts of the Mosque at Medinn, the 
Ka‘aba at Mecea, dc 

thawte and Heod-dresses—Mogtly Indian ond Syrian, 

___ Kerosene and Benzine—Imports shown as from Egyptian ports are from the 
Egyptian stocks of the Asiatic Petroleum Company, whose Jeddah agents hold their 
stock on consignment and sell kerosene at Gx, 2d. and benaine at 19s, per 4-gallon tin, 
Shipments were made both in 1921 and in 1922 from New York direct on behalf of 
the Standard Oil Company. Tn this case the company sold direct to the dealer, who 
is understood to have lest heavily over the transaction At present the Asintic 
Petroleum Company's products alone are snarketed in Jeddah. 

Sundries —The followin are the main imports of the Hedjaz not falling within 
the above three categories :— 

Wood.—The the date palm and acacia found in the Hedjaz is 
inadequate to building needs, and large stocks of a variety of teak are imported from 
Singupare. "Wood is extensively used in building 
Hardware and Tronmongery—Tinplates come almost exclusively from the 
United Kingdom. Nails, &c., mostly tala India. Enamelware is popular, and the 
seed is supplied in a low quality article by Czechoslovakia and Japan. Aluminium 
veare of low quality is imported from India, both of Indian and of German 
manufacture. Pewter and Britannia metal teapots are in very fair demand; these 

[11361 2p 





come mostly: from the United Kingdom. Copper and brass ware (cooking utensils, 
toffee-pots, “koh "-holders, trays, Wc) are Indian-made (at Muradabad) and 
cheaper than ay European article, Gold and sileer thread and embroidery, the 
former tor the “‘iqal, the latter for the ‘* abbas” of lecal fashion, come from India 
are mate up by Mesa gosmiths, | i 
Soa itectendingly hard article (packed without wrappings in flimsy boxes 
of 100 cubes) which te tmade in France and Italy and imported from Aden, commands 
bur. ‘The Hedjaz washe « to leave his soap in the water 
ig long, and to find it undim British soap will not stand this test. 
‘Crockery and Glassware—Japan, Germany and Czechoslovakia. supply the 
considerable domand for tea gasses, coffee cups, tamblers lamp glasses, &e. 
obarto and Tambab--from Aden; smal quantities only from Exypt 
Matches Swedish and Japanese. 
Perfumery —Indian and French. 
Boots und Shoes-Small quantities are imported from the United Kingdom, 
but extreme cheapness has popularised the Indian article, 
Faney Goods —Most of the peneils, fountain pes 
which there is but a small demand, are German made. 


‘and rosaries, with spy glass 
erman, ‘There is a large call for 


X<British Trade and the Hedjas. 
General, 

Tt will have been noticed that United Kingdom manufacturers held the Tocal 
market in tin-plates; that they predominate on the whole in, piece-goods against 
Fapancwo, Indian, Ttalinn and Syrian competition, and in Britannia metal and 

cwur teapots, and that they rather more than hold their own against Holland in 
Pinonits preserves and pickles. Beyond slight representation in lace, boots and shoes, 
and ironmongery, other United Kingdom goods are hardly seen in the Jeddah market 
Experience suggests that in many cases it is literally impossible for British 
manufacturers to compete at the local price. The currency exchange of European 
competitors attracts the Hedjaz importer to Austria, Italy and Germany, and the 
dinparity between froights from Tnia and from the United Kingdom to Jeddab 
puts British manufacturers under a disability eir-a-rit Japanese and Indian 
Exporters, which rules the former out of this market for eleven months of the year. 
Moreover, quality counts for nothing, price is everything, in the Hedjaz, where 
cardboard boots at-4 majidi dollars the pair sell better that Teather boots at 5 majidis 
‘Tho quality of the alnmininm and enamel ware locally popalar is shocking, but their 
price'is tha all decisive factor. The people of the Hedjaz have no notion of 
Per durability, and they have but little money to spend at all, consequently they buy 
shoddy stuff at rock bottom prices, and have no taste for better quality goods if these 
re more expensive. ‘They are at the same time strongly conservative, and * follow 
the trademark" blindly. Unless the sheeting offered to them (or the teapot or the 
fewing thread) bears the familiar trade-mark, no purchase follows, though the 
Suhutitute may be of better quality and no more expensive than the favourite. Tt 
Tay awry nearly be said that only one mark of each article sells at a time in the 
Hidjaz, and that most manufacturers exporting to the Hedjaz are local monopolists. 

(Huited Kingdom mannfactnrers and exporters contemplating an extension of 
their activities to the Hedjaz are thus confronted with the following, amongst other, 
questions — 


205 


(i) The question of trouble: Is it worth worrying about a poverty-stricken 
‘country with a total popalation less than that of Derbyshire, and with an 
urban population less than that of Derby town, whose whole economic 
existence depends upon an annual influx of pilgrims numerically fewer 
than the spectators at a Cup Tie Final? 

(ii) The question of price: The extreme difficulty of competing against mark- 
and-krove-mannfactured goods, or against Indian and. Japanese goods, 
so long as United Kingdom freights continue #0 high, and the purchasing 

wer of the average Hedjazi so low. 

(iii) The question of local taste : The Conservatism which holds popular favour 
almost indefinitely to an already established article, and the indiflerenoe 
to quality, if quality is not dirt-cheap, 


As for (i), the Hedjaz market is admittedly a small one, easily swamped, and 
unlikely for some time to expand. ‘The large number of replies reosived from British 
firms to certain suggestions for openings here has indeed been embarrassing. This 
country cannot assimilate taany varieties of the same article, and local importers are 
only flurried by a choice of thirty or forty British manufacturers, 

Bat since no market is negligible, aiid since these notes have been put togettier 
in the belief that, if United Kingdom manufacturers can sell a packet of pins 
‘year more, it is better for them to do so than not, total abstinence from the Hedjaz 
trade will not, it is hoped, be adopted until the practicability of doing useful 
business, however stall, has been considered seriously by individaal United Kindgom 
exporters, 

‘The difheulty of price (ii) can only be decided by the United Kingdom 
manufacturers or exporters themselves Freighta are the main obstacle to effective 
British competition in local trade, Goods may be sent vil Suez, Port Soudan or 

en, and if any of these rotite i more economical than another, this consideration 
would be given due importance. Of the annual opportunity of direct shipment by 
pilgrim sbip from the United Kingdom, the fallest advantage shovld be taken 

With some articles it seems imposible for United Kingdom manufacturers to 
compete, ¢g., German and Austrian bends, imitation jewellery, fancy goods, 

‘and the brass and copper work of Muradabad, In tho case of but few articles can 
‘even sufficient information be given to enable United Kingdom manufacturers to 
‘estimate possibilities for themselves. Importers in the Ledjax are stubbornly loth 
to roveal the factory fob. of c.f. prices of the goods they import, They believe 
that by giving this information they will enable United Kingdom firms to bid lower, 
Barlups, than the foreign artila, but yt far higher than they might otherwiee bid. 

‘hey thoreforo prefer to await British quotations and refuse to state the prices with 
which these quotations must compete. Retail pricgs are the only eriterion, and they 
fare generally roughly equivalent to the fob, United Kingdom port " quotations, 

"As for the conservatisin of local taste (iii), it is not proof against continuous 
attack, and, if the prices are the same, a better:class article must end by ousting an 
inferior article. “But the local preference for certain shapes (eg. tn teapots and 
flee lasses. rosiries, lampe designs (eg henddroeea prayer mat, 
method of packing (¢g., of unbleached sheeting, soap, &c). and the demand for 
certain properties (e.g. in soap) should be exnetly respected, Similarly, no portrayal 
of human or.of animal forms should be employed in decorations, for thee are 
repellant to Moslem orthodoxy; but a dirtinctive trade-mark is looked for and helps 
to sell the goods, 


Catalogues and Samples. 

British catalogrnes as wéually received here are useless, for they are illeible 
to 99 per cent. of the merchants and they are rarely accompanied by c.f. Jeddah 
quotations, discount terms and the rest of the information required by Jeddah 
importers. To be really eflective, catalogues should he in Arabic, and should give 
all this information, The Jeddah werchant cannot read European languages, 
and, when he does translate the catalogue letterpress, he has no time to write to 
England for quotations and to await a reply before making up his order, A recent 
case. an which an order was placed with a London firm for shoes, described in the 
firm's catalogue as “Gym shoes” and illustrated as having heels und laces, has 
made the local importer shy of catalogue ordered goods. The shoes on arrival proved 
ta have neither heels nor laces, and the exporter's only. reply to Jeddah exposulations 

“Gym shoes were ordered, and everybody ought to know what ‘ gym shoes’ 
The postage to Jeddah of a catalogne in English, containing no cif. Jeddah 
fuser 2p2 
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quotations and stamped prominently ‘all prices subject to fluctuation,” does little 
to advance British trade. Most of our eatalogues aré so received 

Samples are as generally useful as catalogues are useless. Merchants take an 
Interest in something they én handle and assess, and provided always that the 
sample article is accompanied by lowest possible c.i-f, Jeddah quotations and by all 
information—cost and method of packing; discount allowed, approximate dates of 
delivery, e.—likely to interest the importer, a sample show is ten times more likely 
to lead to orders than is the despatch of a library of catalogues. 

Tt is, indeed, only by way Of samples that British trade with the Hedjaz is 
likely to be extended: “Saimples of goods of foreign manufacture locally popular have 
been sent already to the Department of Overseas ‘Trade in London What is wanted 
here is an exhibition of samples of British manufactures, of such quality ax is 
compatible with extreme cheapness, for local merchants interested to inspect. Tt is 
essential that they should be able to vce not only the shape, size, weight, &c., of the 
article, but the c.f, cost to themselves. They are not willing themselves to import 
speculatively nor even to pay for samples to be sent, but that it would be worth the 
while of United Kingdom firms to send out samples for such inspection at this 
consulate or elsewhere adiits of 0 question. Not all would netessarily win their 
way to the market: the question of price is too overwhelming a factor, But some 
business would result for some firms. that is certain 

Samples are wanted! of aluminium and enamel-ware cooking utensils, ten-pots, 
tumblers, &c,; hardware, soldering material, ails, serews, hand-tools; glass and 
china ten-cups, coffee cups, saucers, plates;'Tampplasses: oil and vapour lamps 
‘and lanterns; all kinds of piece-goods, and all varicties of textiles, except heavy 
wonllen goods: prayer mats; Rowiery soap and. perfumery: Ince, trimmings. and 
embroidery; boots and shoew: electric Mash-lamps; bicycles and children’s tricycles; 
baby carriages; toys, especially toy musical instruments, mouth-organs, trampets, 
&e., automatic trains, &e,, and balls; folding perambulators; automatic fans 


Auente 

Attention has been drawn above to the fact that whoreax, before the war, 
imparts from Exypt paid no wo customduty at Je h imports are now 
liable to Hedjaz as well as to Egyptian dues, United Kingdom firms supplying the 
Hedjaz through agents in Egypt cannot therefore supply aa cheaply as other firms 
dealing direct with Hedjaz iinporters or agents. 

Very few importers can correspond direct’ with United Kingdom firme, and 
there is hut a limited number of agents'in Jeddah with a knowledge of Rnelish, Of 
thewo the majority are not local «ubjecta; they are therefore liable to consular rather 
thin to Mationsinedan religious jurisdiction. 

Tt in customary for a commission agent to forward 25 per cent. of the remittance 
with the order, and to pay the balance agdinat documents through Mexsrs. Gollatly, 
Hankey and Co,, Jeddah, or some other local firtn. 

Vixite of European commercial travellers and other business representatives nre 
not of much use, except for such special transactions as the purchase of pearls, 
mother-of-pone shell, x, There aro no hotl, boarding house or lodging facilities 
the visitor ix not allowed to peneteate the country outside Jeddah town: moreover, in 
a country every aspect of whose life is dominated by the personality of its ruler, 
Vikitors not in'Jeddah by Royal invitation are apt to find their conversations con 

<d compromising. and to toeet with apathy on the part of residents unwilling, 
to do business for which they may be ealled Inter to account. 

United Kingdom firms having representatives. in 
Soudan, 


restrictions do not apply. 


Advertising. 

‘Two newspapers are published in the Hedjaz, “Al Kibla "” and " Al Fulah,’ 
both of Mecca; they serve principally as mouthpieces to the Government, and their 
purposs is essentially propagandist 

‘They very rarely accept commercial advertisements, though ‘* Arab” enterprises 
(e.g, tho establishment in Jeddah of  Syrinn firma) occasionally get a pail 
Prominence given to non-Arab prodiicts mi with the pan-Arab propaganda 
of tho journals and attract attention from their main object, which is to advertise 
the Hashimite Government. Ax, howevor, mest of the Hedjaz public is illitera 


this exclusiveness does not deprive would-be advertisers of any very valuable medium, 
_ Posters are not known in the Hedjaz. If in Arabic and free from representation 
of living forms, they might attract the attention of the few literate 
Something for nothing is always a popular advertisement, and free calendars 
(Arabic and European), note hooks, pencil-cases, blotters, scent-Sachets, &c., bearing 
advertising matter in Arabic, might popularise the firms concerned. 


XL—Social Questions, 

Police, Public Security, 2 

Public security in Jeddah, Mecca and Tw'if and on the road between these 
towns is better now than in Turkish times, and the work of the various municipalities 
appears to be more efficiently done. Elsewhere, and more particularly within 
100 miles radius of Medina, faw and order are precarious. The brigands of the 
Rahegh-Medina Road have their counterpart in the sea-brigands who, based on 
Rabegh and the connected coast, levy piratical dues on merchant-dhows bound from 
Jeddah to Yambo and Wefh. Where the hand of the central authority lies heay\ 
ts in Jeddah, Mecen and Ta’if, the terrors of arbitrary punishment deter all bi 
he boldest from crime: farther away ftom Mecea, respect for the King’s w1 
Jess absolute 

The police force is, in large part, conscribed, British West African pilgrims 
and Soudanea are expecially apt to find themselves forcibly enlisted. . Release from 
such servico does not follow conclusion of the “contract-period” of three years, 
unless the would:be civilian produces: substitute to replace hi 


Slavery, 


Domestic savory ix an old-eatablished institution in Arabic, and a stead; 
busines is done in Abyssinian women and children, brought by dhow. ‘This horrible 
trade, repellent alike to the best Moslem as to Christian thought, King Hussein 
declares to, be religiously jusifiable and beyond ‘his competence, to suppress 
Abyssinian boys and girls of from 10 to 14 years of age sell for from 80, to 702, eac 
The higher the price paid, the more consideration the slaves reeive at thet owe 
hands 

West African, Sondanese and Somali pilgrima are frequently enalaved by tho 
Bedouin, who kidnap them when straggling behind a caravan, Their fate i# more 
hard than that of the poor creatores sold in Jeddah, for they suffer at the hands 
of their revered Prophet's own stock, in the cours of their fulfilment of hin 
injunction of pilgrimage, and, having cost their brutal co-religioniste nothing, their 
sufferings are severe, 

‘The liability of pilgrims to mich accidents, and the tacit encetiragement of the 
slave trade by sen, which makes Jeddah the only Red Sea market for imman booty, 
‘are two of the darkest blots upon the present Government of the Hedjaz 


Privons, Lunatic Asylums, Hoxpitae. 
‘Thore aro prisons in Jeddah, Mecea, Medina and other places in the Hedjaz, and 
4 special pit, dank and rat-infested, called Al Kabu,” under the Royal palace, 
There are u0,arrangements for feeding persous in prisons the relations become 
Tespousible. "A'snal ration of water is, however, supplied by the, Government. 
No special provision is made for lunatics in the Hedjaz, They are put into 
prison, and there, if necessary, chained. 
Opinions differ as to the efficacy of the local public health arrangements, but it 
significant. that both the Indian and Egyptian Governments should havo 
ndeavoured (but without success), to provide their own medical and hospital staffs 
for their Indian and Egyptian pilgrims. “There are Brith and Dutch spenanricg 
in Jeddah connected with the respective consulates, and these are busily attended 
not only by pilgrims but by all classes of the local population, 


Water Supply 

Mecca and Medina are adequately supplied by nature; Jeddah depends upon 
a rickety condenser, which turns ont a few tons of water a day at 1 gold per ton, 
and upon catch-pits for the rare, but heavy, rains, Daring the pilgrimage season 
3 kerosene tin (4 gallons) of six months'-old rain water has been kuown to sell for 
from 1-5 rupees (Is. 8d.-6s.). The off-season price, however, is TK, PT. 2 only 





Cost of Living. 

The cost of living in the Hedjaz varies markedly with the time of year. During 
the pilgrimage season prices rise from 100-500 per cent 

The poorer classes—porters, cameleers, artisans, &ec.—all, in fact, whose salaries 
and business takings are fixed in Turkish money and not in gold, suffer severely from 
high prices. Even those who are paid in gold complain that life is far more expensive 
than before the war, and these are persons who can meet the rise in piastre prices to 
some extent by purchasing twice as many Turkish piastres for a sovereign as were 
obtainable in 1914 The lot of those who retnain on the Turkish pinstre level of 
wages is doubly hard. Indeed, the purchasing power of the great miass of the 
population has been more than halved by the decrease in piastre values. Shopke 
measure out their stores ag the bazaar rate swings. With Turkish piastres at 140 
to the € one gots a loaf twice the size of that sold (as being nominally of the same 
weight) wheu the piastre stands at 240, Where the price does not rise to meet the 
exchange, the valuo for money decreases, 

The Government demand for gold in payment of all Government dues, &e., and 
the customs method of assessing imports. ia accordance with the highest price a 
‘sample will fotch in the bazaar, and of charging.what may amount to 50 per cent 
‘ad ealorrm on the real c.f. cost, combine to keep the cost of living up, for most needs 
of life can only be obtained in the Hodjaz by importation, 


Rents 
In order to check the increase in rents, the Government ordained in 1922 that 

no household same property in 1913, 
‘and tht re F, obe quarter of 
the um dae being alance in gold. For 
overnment thernselves 


XIL—Conclusion, 


This is the first report written on eo ‘i¢ and commercial conditions in the 
Hedjaz sinc the Goverament of the country puss from Turkish into Arab hand 
If the dark forebodings of local commercial circles were to be realised, it would be 
ok only the firat but also the last roport on the subject, for Jeddah and Mecca traders 
find it hard to believe that the Hedjax will be left with either an economic oF a 
cotuimercial position to dowarbe, if things continne muck longer as they are at present 
‘Ax for tho tnerchiaats of Melina, who five in chaos of brigandage and commercial 
Htolation, peicked with incessant rumoue of hostile Wahabi advances, they ecom 
content with mere survival through these evil days Their markets to the north and 
‘eaat are shut off from them, and their pilgrim visitors only reach the Prophet's tomb 
after a skinni ig a the hands of the Bedouin, 

Many of the leading and most of the emailer importers and shopkeepers of the 
country vould: be happy te close their businewes and Yeavo the county. - Permission 
to leave the country 1s, howover, refused them by King Hussein. and shops closed 
dows tu protedtace opened by police authority, with throats of hanging for the 
propriotor aa an encouragement to trade, ‘The shattering customs dues: the low 
Purcnsing power of the paste paid population the restrictions on trade with the 
ports of their own country. and the total prohibition of trade with north-east Arabia 
the loas of trade with Pulestine an ing to the disropair of the Hedjaz 
Railway: the tentacle apread of the " National Company,” moaopelising and fot 
exploiting the only profitable exports of the country: these embitter the merchants. 
‘and cause them to contrast gloomily the days that are with the days that were, But 
far more potent us ment of despair are the considera! personal terror, 
which inspire the merchants’ grading concurrence in measures wholly prejudicial 
to their own interests. ‘The capricious fixing of an impossible gold-Turkish silver 

ange; the requisitioning of their imports of grain, tardily, if ever, compensated ; 
the arbitrary control of the retail prices of important commodities; the compolaory 
subscriptions to non-existent companies; the forced loans; above all, the Goggin 
fand. imprisonment by which these tanifestations of the Royal will aro enforced: 
these, and kindred sorrows, have reduced the goose laying the golden egps to thoughts 
of desperation at its all too proximate demise. Importers, formerly independent. 
Now uunport on consignment, and settling day becomes each month more hard to 
meet. If the Hashimite Government desired by cramping and hindering individus 


commercial enterprise wherever possible, by prejudicial restrictions and capricious 
damage, to obtain a sort of monopoly of trade, and to drive every local merchant into 
bankruptey, they could find but little left to do over and above what they have already 
done. 

Tt may be urged that since trade still continues, and since the pilgrimage brings 
zach year a new harvest to the Hedjaz, conditions cannot be so hopeless as local 
traders allege. The pilgrimage brings, indeed, an actual rain of gold to the Hedjaz, 
of which the Government receive each year an ever larger share. Business is brisk 
during the season; goods are bought ‘and sold; the bazaars present an animated 
and prosperous scene, The Hedjaz importer, however, reckons his profit and his loss 
not by what each year brings him, but by what each year leaves him. At the momient 
of writing, ramour is busy with a possible 20 per cent. levy on capital, which King 
Hussein is ulleged to have in contemplation, That such rumours should gain instant 
credence is, in itself, significant 

We have seen from how tenuous a thread, the yearly influx of pilgrimage, the 
‘economic and commercial life of the Hedjaz depends. We have seen how sinister 
is the background before which the local bazaar scene is playod, and 
oppressive weight the hand of autocracy bears upon local mereantile ps 
how rigidly, too, the barrier of religious pre} is, presented ag 
infiltration of Western manufactures and Western methods. are three other 
factors which may affect the local economic situation most reriously during the next 
twelve months, One is the new Hashimite gold and silver coinage, and the pain 
and penaltios which may attend its introduction. Another is the recently recorde 

ecision of the so-called Arabia Conference,” assembled under the auspices of 
King Hossein, to boyoott French, British and Jewish goods as a protest against the 
mandatory situation in Palestine and Syria. The third is the reference of the 
general qvestion of pilgrimage to their religious authorities by the '* Khilufatits"” 
of India, A ruling hy these divines that. the pilgrimage, in present conditions, is 
irregular, might have painfol echoes in the Jeddah and Mecca bazaars. 

“Those preoccupations busy the sninds of traders in the Fledjaz and cast shadows 
‘over a situation already tragic in ite tremors and its atmosphere of loom 


L. 8. GRAFFTEY-SMITH, 
Jeddah, October 31, 1998. 
Avrawprx 1 


‘Tantus showing the approximate dates of the month of Ramadan and of Arafat 
Day during the five years 1924-28, 





AD, Arafat Day 


ay 
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(a) Goods ordered for sale during the pilgrimage season should reach Jeddah 
bofore the Ist of Ramadan, 

(,) The poriod between the Ist of Ramadan and Arafat Day is that of highest 
commercial pressure 

(c.) Ditwot shipment from United Kingdom to the Hedjaz is possible from 
a fortnight bofore Arafat Day until a month after it 


Avrexpix IL 


Regular Sources of Hashimite Government Rerenue 
(Payable in gold at TK. PT. 112= £1 sterling gold.) 


1, Customs Dues —(See note on" Customs.") 
‘Quarantine and Health Dues —TK. PT. 40 per bead on arrival. TK, PT, 82 
ul on departure. 








3. Passport and Landing Dues—TK. PT. 50 per bead on arrival. Cost of 
Hashimite Government passport, TK. PT. 30. 

4. Tax on all Packages (including those hand-carried by Passengers) entering 
and leaving the Hedjaz—TK. PT. per package entering. TK. PT. 5 per package 
leaving, 

5, Tox on Eeport Currency —TK. PP. 3 

6. Sale of Officint Stamps.—For petitions, TK. PT. 2 
TK. PT. 1- also for registered letters, telegram receipts, customs receipts, shippin 

Sciments and all commercial documents and receipts. 

7, Legal, Sharia Courts—Death duties, powers of a , contracts, &c 

8 Tithes on certain Local Products—Laxa (farmers) pay 
capital aums annually to Govorument for. the privilege z the following 
tithes — 

(2) On all fsb, mother-of-pearl, pearls and other products of the sea. 

On all frnit, vegetabl jzht from the country to the towns 

() On each animal slay The official weighing- 

‘machines are also farmed out 1 is charged per package 


jer 1,000 rupees 
i steamship tickets, 


9, Miscellaneous Duet—Dhow licences; sale of condensed water; a fixed 
proportion of lighterage charges: ‘TK. PT. 1 per tin of kerosene cleared, &e., & 
10, " Korhan” Tar— 
Por camel, Jeddah to Mecca: TK. PT. 40 
Por eamel, Mecon to Medina und return = £6 gold 
Per camel, Mecca to Arafat and retarn : TK. PT. 60. 
Per tent at Arafat: TK. PT. 25. 
Por camel, Mecea to Jeddah > £) gotd. 
*Por pilgrim (Javanese and Malay): €% gold 
*Per pilgrim (Indian): 8 rupees 
11. “ Kafata " (guarantee) Tax —An anoual charge, varying from TK. PT. 25 
to TK. PT. 200, levied on all classea of the labouring and professional population 
acid by the abet of euch guild (ey, watersnrriere” auctioneers. Ge), who 
retains 10 por cent, for himself, The rate of tax varies with the'calling 


Avvexoix IIL 


Reruns of Shipping at the Port of Jeddah. 
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E 12159/867/89) No, 12: 


Acting Consul Vaughan-Ruseell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received 
December 28.) 
(No, 117, Secret) 
My Lord, 


3. Roughly speaking. the population af the sanjak eon be divided into political 
groups, which are practically religions groups, vit. =— 


(a.) The Moslem Turkish element _... estimated at 18 per cent. 
(b.) The Moslem Arab elowont > 

(e) he Metwali Arab 

(a) The Christian Arab or Levantine 


4. The fret group comprises a strong nnti-Fronch inflneuos. Numerically it ix 

ferior 40 the (0) aod (e)-gronpe combined, bot. with the fullest unoficia, 

loubt also official, anpport of the Angora. authoritien, this element has worked 

hard to atit up anti-Froach and pro-Turkinh fooling in tho Alexnadretta district, and 

to show all the possible proofs that 1 predominantly ‘Turkish in Face, 
Tangnage, ond in the interests of the population itself . 

‘6. Of the four groups taken numerically and separately, T consider this claim is 
correct, und with the (5) Arab Moslems, which are also ready, on religious grounds, 
to support any lead given by Turkish agitators, it can bo seea that the Turkish 
‘grounds for demanding Alexundretia ean be partially justified. Obviously, of course, 
Alexandretta could not possibly be separated from Aleppo by an interState boundary 
‘without both towns being entirely rained. ‘The present frontier and the heayy customs 
barrice, ax it is, creato purely artificial conditions In spite of the means which 
theoretically and technically exist to eiable mmorehanta sending goodk in tranait 
through Aleppo into Anatolia to recover the customs dues levied on arrival in Syria, it 
in no exaggeration to may that Aleppo ix noveroly handicapped with the present frontior 
and its former importance as a trading contro nnd travait depot for Anatolia threatened 
with extinetion, : 

6. Against the Tarkish claim for the possession of Alexandretta, the Arab claims 
which should be considered jointly with those for the posession of Aloppo are equally 
wrong, if not much atronger. 

F The. Moalome Arabn ani the Metwalia togither form a majority; aad’ tegechor 
seith mont of the Christions are Arabs by race; ethuologically, therefore, the wouutry 

predorninantly Arab beyous! alld ‘The political leanings of the Moslem Arabs 
vary, and are not as definitely ant has is in the case of the Turkish elements 
of the sanjak population. The Moalem Arabs have been sedulously courted by the 
Fronch with a view to their wupport boing won over, expecially in the recent elections 
in the Alexandretta Province 

8, To secure. beyond all doubt the retorn of other than Turcophile members, the 
French, junt before tho polling; apread the rumour among the Turkish elements that 
the milinry servien nud taxation registers would be based on the lists of mea who 
voted. ‘Tho result was that a large percentage of Turks abstained from voting, and 
by spreading entirely differeot propaganda among the Metwalis and Moslem Arabs 
these factions voted in larger numbers, and the result abowed the Turks in a minority 
and disproved their claim to nomerical superiority in the sanjak 

9. ‘The Moslem Arabs are prone to be influenced in ‘his rea, aod there is a 
tendency on their part, no doabt, to incline to the Kemalist programme of 
the expulsion of the French. I think that they would profer that the Kemalists 
should replace them, as their religious Ieanings make them very Turcophile. ‘They 
rvcognise the political advantages which the proTurkish element derive from their 
tacties of harassing the Fronch with the frequent bands of." obettehs,” bot they lack 
orgunisation, such as that possessed bry tho Turkish Moslems who, in addition no 
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doubt to receiving subsides fram the Ottowan Goverament, are able to work more 
energetically against the French Administration by operating from bases just over the 
frontier at Killis, Deurt-Yol, Mersina or Bagtche. 

10. As reganis the Metwalis, concerning whose religion I can say little definite, 
their sympathies politically lie much moro certainly with the French. Whatever they 
may have done in 1920-21 to resist the French power was undoubtedly the outeome 
of outside, if not Turkish, influence. Being in a still lower stage of civilisation and 
development than the Arab, the Metwalis are more easily amonable, the 
‘comparative calm and prosperity which the past two years have brought to the Ntate 
of the Alaouites, the members of that sect in the Stato itself and in the Sanjak of 
Alexaniretia have proved thesuselves. generally supporters of 
Administration 

LL. These three groups, all of which’ are Moslem (or in the cases of Metwalis, 
almost Moslem), one might safely say represent 88 per dent. of the population, — Of 
this large bulk, more tha are farmers or labourers of very little or no 
education, and, generally speaking, fanatical and jealous af the Christians who side by 
side with them ly outdo them in every sphere of activity, given oven the 

ary’ reepite from massacre and pillage. ‘This ignorant and 
ewsily-led really have no political viows, and what little knowledge of 
political matters they possess is uaually coloured with religious bias, which any and 
m_ porvon may care to io them, Aw a political force it counts 
for nothing and. it is only the “ few" in power who inflnence this mob. ‘Thin * fow 
usually comprises the wealthiest landowners and merchants in each kaza, generally 
Moslems, but they, ax well ax the candidates for the olections, are usually persons whosn 
ach authorities. prefer and whose election would not bo rmganied too 

bly by the mandatory Government, 

The Christian elomonta, though forming a small minority of the population ia 
the Sanjak of Alexandretta, ae in the City of Aleppo, are the most enllghtonod, the 
uost wealthy and possibly the most unscrupulous in xome ways Politivally, thoy are 
like weathereocks, aod they turn whichever way the wind blows. 

13. In the Alexandretia rogion there ix little doubt tho Christians are, genorally 
peaking, supporto of the Franc J -mgurd the prospect of either an 
Arab ora Turkieh régime of the Kemalint type with oqual equaninity. ‘This, I think, 
is due to the fact that thoy do not stand to love 20 much as the Aleppo merchant 
Popelation. Whether Alexandretta be cut off from Aleppo or not, it can always 
continue to supply Anatolia, directly, without using the medium of the Aleppo 
twarket, “Aleppo, on the other hand, is dependent wpon unrestricted union sith 
both Alexandretta and Anatolin for ite existonco, and therefore. ja much more 
disadvantageously placed 

14, Tho Christian clement in the wanjak ix much swollea by the influx of 
Arwenian deportees from Anatolia, but they have no political significance and would, 
if anything. in view of the comparative shelter they have found in, Ayia. alter tho 
horrora of Anatolia, be the supporters of the preseot Government in the case of a 
thrvat from any Moslem source, in apite of tho feelings of bitterness they still cherish 
against the Freach for their abandonment in Cilicia and Anatolia, ibeit support 
would. not amount to much, J fear, as the Armenian has, in spite of other good 
qualities, merited a roputation of being superlatively ungrateful and treacheto.is. 

15. The foregoing remarks are submitied to your Lordahip not so much in the 
nature of & report on information which in quite unknown, but as an opinion on the 
present composition of the various. populations ia the Sanjak of Alexandrotta, and of 
their political leanings aud tendencies individually: towards the mandatory authorities, 
As reganis their attitude towards one another, | think my forogoing remarks have 
sufficed or tended to show that the first three groups of Moslems or quasi-Mosleins aro 
unanimour in hating their Christian follow-citizons and therefore the Freuch 
authorities, as a form of Christian domination. 

16 As oysinet this religious hatred there is no doubt that the Christians, who 
are ina minority among this fanatical majority, are in.a more or less continual state uf 
supprossed ansicis. ‘This is hardly an exaggerated way of describing the feolinge of 
sone ofthese Chistians, many of whom bave witnessed, if ut suflered all the hortire 


of Ottoman savagery, the memories of which the present attitude of the Angora 
Government does nothing to obliterate. With peace, public secarity, a reasonable and 
not too extortionate (Foverument, and, above all, on the means of earring on commerce 
and amassing money, the Christians have always been, and no doubt will continuo to 
be, prepared, and even possibly coatent, to risk occasional massacres and other 





unpleasant actions sststhem by their Moslem fellow citizens ; the Moalem 
Arab is, iaxgot kegs aatical, less inclined to resort to the violence and 


cruelty shows hy abet Ptr 
fork Jatid Moslem Arabs ace both fairly decided in disliking, but 
tig} Whe’ Motyali’ with whow they live. There is not much contact 
gap’ erotiga gs they do not usually inhabit the same village. As in the 
\cookg os ae Per ae Tckag ond. tho lear’ Eaes, the  lomaet’ of coecrane-whicn 


Pechorally alliof the same sect oF religion 

18. The twa Moslom ruces rather despise the heretical Metwalis, and those 
foelings are returned hy what would bost be described perhaps as indifference 

19, As rogarils’ the districts west of Aleppo visited by me, viz., Idlip, Katma 
and Jebel Samoan, L think that the state of alfairs prevailing there is typical of that 
to be found elsewhere in the counuy lying within a radius of G0 miles of Aleppo 
‘Tho population i almoyt exclusively Moslow ; it ia ignorant and fanatical, and has 
really no interest and no nay whatever in political matters. Whatever is recommended 
by the French authorities, mauy of the lurgest farmors in the district often carry out 

nquestionably, and what orders aro given’ by these farmers to their tenants, the latter 

would naturally obey Appointments to administrative posts in the rural districts aro 
very frequently given hy the French to local notables, on the understanding that th 
will work band in hand with them, These officials are intended to be figurehend 
frequontly'they are; but it not seldom bappens that the French authorities make bad 
choices of the officiate they yelect, and these "tes de bois work on their own lines 
aand listen to the counsels of the fellow-countrymen in preference to those of the Freach 
authorities 


D er syctshdvé fF eaoh’ other is such that the inhabitants of separate villages are 


ted co-operation between the local authorities and the 


Publi Security, 


21. Many reports have been sent for many months dealing with this question 
In. spito of frequent auc emphatic denials from the French authorities ax to the 
existence of bandite, personal enquiry has revealed the absolute correctness of the 
reports 

2, ‘The bande have chielly been of Turkish origin, based ou Killis, Baghtche, and 
Denrt Yol, but there is litle doubt that they have heen supported actively in some 
villages and dintriots, and passively (to avoid being pillaged themectves) in others 

3. In tho weatarn part of the Stato of Aleppo, between Aleppo and the aca, the 
Danditism cannot be aseribed to Bedouin intertrbal feuds, but is undoubtedly purely 

amply the work of“ chette 

4, The strong Turkish elements of the population in and near Antioch bave 
undoabtedly encouraged these hands to operate further inland. Many of the membera 
of the bands, being natives of the rugged mountainous country near the coast, have 
bean ablo to excape throogh the French military cordon and regain the sbelter of the 
‘Turkish torritory by following the paths acrom the wooded mountain peaks bebind 
Alexandotta anid working north eastwards into the valley of the Kara Sou, across the 
frontier. The proximity of the frontier, too, near Katina, wakes the operations of these 
bands » matter of comparative simplicity. Boing usually well mounted, they cover the 
distances hetwoen villages with bewildering rapidity, safe in the knowledge that the 
French mrmonted motor ears are obliged to heep to the rvad, and that French mounted 
troops are unable to track them in the rough and trackless country. The French 
fanthorities havo done a great deal towards eradicating this evil, and during September 
fund enely October w alight falling off in the number of cases of brigandage wos 
notigenble, sve, no doubt, to the breaking up in the Antioch district of a large band 
whieh had done ich damage for a long time, and which was led by ® notorious 
brignnd, Hakki fey, aad his hewenant, Aly Bey. 

25. During the past month, howeer, further numerous outbreaks are reported, 
which, on account of their frequency, appear to point to the existence of some 
organisation such as that already reported to exist in Killin and Aintab, which directs 
their movements 

26, Without more troops and the more close co-operation of the villagers in the 
affected country, it seoins a hopeless task 10 keep the country in a state of calm and 
security. Many villagers have restricted tho area sown for fear of their erops being 
Jurned or rubbed at harvest time; many morchants hesitate to send goods to 
Alexandretia and elsewhere in Syria by road, ani] many people, even by day, besitate to 
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0 oulsile the vory outskirts ofthe town of Aleppo. The fearis no doubt exagaerated; 
$9 ‘tunes out of 2 100 there would be ao danger whatever, but many persons do 
not like t» take the 1 per cent risk in case they may be the hundredth chance. 
‘The Vands have created such an impression in Aleppo and overswhere else that their 
Presence bas had a marked reperetssion on the economic life of the country recent, 
Mon the feelings of the popelatioa for the French, 

sae OL. As vegunle the aitirade of the rural population in the straggle between the 
h authorities and the brigaads, one may safely say that so far the villages have 
that it paid th Te Keep oo good terme with the maraiders than with 
the French authorities, ‘Tho coosequencea:in the event of not supporting either side, 
have booa very hard on them, hut in practioe the loss to thon hs been. loss if they 
fave abaltered the Briguoils bad thin nvoied ‘bai hy thett. By 80, doing, 
Ee course, they have faked! the displeasury of tho, French military authorities, but 
tip ton recent date, with raro excoptions, this displeasure as Toes w tbing to fear 

paniulary 
$8, As a result of the new outbreaks, and partly, 00 doubt, due to the recent 

ualitary ‘command at Aleppo. by ¢ 
od energetic oficet, a much more active campaign of repress 
feted without, however, any bat partial improvement 0 far. ‘The new system of 
do got denounce brignnds may contribute 
ste 


y futile to try and qtamp out organinat 
tho harassing or the expulsion of the Froncb, and. their 
replaces a Turkish Government which would unite them once more to the 
‘country with, which they fool that they aboukd logically be attac 
29, Tthink owphasie should be nace that the Arabs of northwest Syria have 
Arab national spirit awakened in them, und that accounts for their Turcophile 
feelings. Although racially the from the Turks, yot by their int 
tho various classes of tho population would profer to revert to the Ottoman Gove 
ment. ‘The advantages tinancially and economically which thus aro to be gained 
faflaence the morchant minority (which counts mont) religi dorations, which 
fre folt to bo of paramonnt iruportance to the mass, decide the question xo fur ay they 
are concerned. “The whole population of the north-west of the State of Aloppo, i 
spite of by the French to stimulate interest in the Syrian Confedorntion, 
thas really. interest in it 
‘Ope further point [would like to montion to your Lordship, and that is the 
extraordinary suspicion on the part of the Freuch authorition of British persons and 
of ecersthing British. [fool convinced that every Hritish person who passes throngh 
‘Aloppo is rogarted as a probable spy and is more or less carofully watobed. 
During my visits to Antioch and Alexandretta, ou two occasions, mon known 
1h seoret servion agents called at the consulate and endeavoured to find out 
the reasons for wy vinit, advancing as thoir excuses for calling at the conmulate tho 
‘most trivial and transparently futile reayonn 
T have every reason to baliove that Mr. Storrs (the Governor of Jorusater), 
ist Antioch a week before I went there, was watehed by seotet service agente 
Furtherwore, when 1 saw Me, Viee-Consil Catoni about the 18th October, I learned 
juundice and confined: to hix bed for sone 
veal notablen called upon him to enquire 
after bis icousod by the French authoritien af endeavouring 
nice the elections which wore then about to be earried out 

S& [have little doubt that my staff, my acquaintances in Aleppo and 1 are 
individually objects of suspicion, and for that reason any information I sock hus to be 
‘obtained very diservetly. ‘The above attitude of the Freuch authorities generally 
renders it very difficult to obtain any information from them. 

‘34. Your Lordship’s despatch No. 52 of the 21th Soptember clearly confirms and 
explains the above suspicious attitude of the French towands everything British. I can 
safely say that nothing is done to encourage or to givo the slightest grounds for this, 
‘and it is for that reason that it appears most inexplicab 

Thave, do. 
4. FR. VAUGHAN-RUSSELL. 
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Acting Coneul Vauighan-Rureell to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston {Received 
December &8,) 
Aleppo, November 21, 1 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 64 of the 21st July. T have the Konour to 
report that I received a visit from Hachim Pasha, the chief of the Anezeh tribe, which 
has its grazing grounds in the Meskench-Rakka district, east of Alepy 

He opened the conversation by enquiring what possibility there was of his tribe 
obtaining British protection. Having ascertained from him that all the members of 
the tribe wore born in Syria, I told him that there was no possibility of this; he then 
aquired if he aud the whole tribe (which he estimated at 400 to 1,000 teata and about 
7,500 persons) move into Irak territory, whether British protection would be obtained 
T replied that authority for such a wholesale migration would, in the first place, have 
to be obtained, and I doubted very much whether such a movement would be allowed, 
faa it would disclose most aigaificant political leanings on his part, and might probably 
create trouble between the French and British, and Syrian and Trak I 
comphanined once more that this waa the last thing His Majesty's Gover 
hhe suggentod that perhaps he could be unolficially supported by the British G 
mont in hin passive anti-French attitude. 

Tagain told hit that, as things wore at presoat, the Dritish Government wished to 
raino no obstacles in Syria for the French authorities ; any troubles raised here would 
coaly find thelr echo i Trak, and that was, what His Majesty's Government wished 10 
Fer 

He then proceeded to quote examples showing how he had holped Emir Foisal in 
the campaign against the French, to reinforce, his statements. that he had never 
NpRtcti of lis enh jvala andl tee Femail menrialoanad wo sbow Vad ba hed elwags 
been Anglophile to the core. 

He stated that he despised the French ; be wished no #ubsidy from them as his 
tribe had property worth © T. 100,000 gold: he asked no recognition oF favours from 
thom. Ho knew they regarded favourably, and in parucular aa a Turcophile, 
although in fact he was not. Ho was “ lying low,” anc merely waa biding bis time to act 
in the interests of the Araba of Syria, who preferred above all else union with those 
of Irak, under British protection. 

From his retmarks [could see that he was spoiling for battle, and when he again 
offered the services of his highly-trained fighting foree to His Majesty's Government, 
‘one could detect almost a note of regret that this force was lying idle. He wished to 
know whether there would be any possibility. of he and bis trike being placed oa th 
same footing ax tho two Irak shoikhs, Fahid Boy-bin-Haddal and Ajil Bey, and their 
tribes, and he wished to seo King Feiral on this point ; above all he nought tv enquire 

wor ho coukl be informed ofthe policy of Hia Majenty's Governinent eo that he could 


w 
adhoro to it aud aupport it, alboit unofficially ; to that question I was careful wo give 
nothing but aa ovasive answer, as I know too little concerning Hachim Pasha to be 
coriain whothor ho might still’ be intriguing with the Turks and might conceivably 
rwpeat what I told him to them. 

T proniined to write to your Lordship pointing out Hachin Pasha's attitude and 
offers of sorvices ; T presume that Tshall be correct in informing Hachim Pasha when 
he calls ngain in the near future, in the following sense — 


1. His Majesty's Guverament are grateful for the offers of his services, but are 
unable to aecept them at prosent. 
% The migration of he and his tribe en masse to Irak is to be ruled out as qu 
desirable and impracticable, and no unofficial protection for him and 
hin. mon, while in Syrian territory, can be countenanced. 
& His Majesty's Government do not desire to add to the present unrest in North 
Syria, as it would bo bound to have a repercossion in Lrak. 
4. His Majesty's Government have no objection to his proceeding to Irak to see 
King Foisal, but very little hope need be entertained by him of his services 
accepted by the [nik Government 
No policy othor than that outlinell by the League of Nations’ mandates was 
pursned by His Majesty's Government in Trak, and therefore in Syria also, 
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I should be grateful to receive any instructions your Lordship may desire to give 
me in replying to Hachim Pasha's importunit 
ave, ke, 
FR, VAUGHAN-RUSSELL. 





[B 12165/867/89) 


Acting Consul-General Smart to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Received 
December 28) 
(No. 157.) 
My Lord, Beirout, December 3, 1 

LHAVE the honour to invite a reference to Aleppo despatch No. 117 of the 
ith ultimo, regarding the political situation in the State of Aleppo. 

Among the important religious divisions of the Alexandretta Sanjak, Mr. Russell 
makes mention of the Motawalis. Ho no doubt means Nusairis, 

The Metawalis are mainly roafined to the Bekaa and the hinterland of Tyr and 
Sidon. ‘The nam ely that given in Syria. to the Shia seotaries of Islam. By 
their inclusion in the State of the Grand Liban they are inclined to be hostile to the 
French, whom they regard as the supporters of tho Christian majority in the State. 

‘The Nussirin or Ansarich, rechristened Alawites by the French, mainly inhabit 
the mountainous regions of the " territoire autonome des Alawites.” They, howover, 
sprewd into the casas of Antioch, and Alexandretta and even into Cilicia. To thom 
the Sunni, whether Arab or Turk, is the opprossor, nud for this rensou they are inclined 
to be favournble to the French. T doubt whether there can be much unanimity 
between them and the Moslems in hating or in loving (see paragraph 12 of the above- 
mentioned despatch). 

‘This is not the place for a study of the obscuro Nusairi religion, rooted in pagan 
superstitions datio past and tinged with orgiaatic ritual, but it in 

t only make a pretence of being Moslems’ to escape 
nTtme in mpi of their cult of Aly, whom they identify with Gov, they 
© distinct from tho Motawalis, who are recognised ax Moslems by evorya 
including the Sunsis, 4 ne 
1 have, & 
W. A. SMALE, 





[E 12166 /9049/65) 


Acting Consul-Genoral Smart to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Received 
December 28.) 
{fo 168. Confidential) 
iy Lord, Leirout, December 7, 1923, 
1 HAVE tho honour to invite « reference to the British liaison wllicer’s toport of 
eral Staff, BirSalow, with copies to the Air 
mary ix Lana, regarding Anglo-French rlsions i Syria 
he first part of that roport deals with mattors included in my despatch > 
of the 24dh October late beri r9 
With re u's interview with tho French High Commissione 
truo that the cauchemar" is significant ax indicating that ( 
things on hin mind againat Irak. However, it is only fair to 
| had some ground for his irritation, He was, with commendable 
edness, arranging a contract by which the Syrian mails between Damascus 
and Hagdad wore to be given to a British firm, the Nairn Transport Company, 
According to the account given to «ne, the Irak Postal Administration pays the company 
2 annas an cunce for Trak postal matter carried and charges the public 3 annas an 
qunee. Apparently the suggestion of tho Irak Postinnster-Genoral was that the 
Syrian Government should for all Syrian postal matter pay 3 aunas an Ounce to the 
Trak Postal Administration, which would settle with Mr. Nairn. By this arrangemont 
the Syrian Admwivistration would not only make no profit om its own sails, but: would 
actually be contributing to finance the Irak Postal Administration. ‘The explosi 
reported by Mr. Nairn is, therefore, not altogethor incomprehensible, 
Jes to be noted that, in spite of his annoyance, the general hus continued to 
support Mr. Nairn, and has aubsmitted to the Lebanese Itepresentative Assembly a 
(i361) are 
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proposal for'a subsidy of 5,000 Syrian pounds a year to be granted to this British 
company. Tt is to be hoped that nothing done in Irak will impede the conclusion of 
these rather delicate negotiations in favour of a British firm and of even wider British 
interests 

As far as the current work of this consulate-general is concerned, I have noticed 
no change in the apparent friendliness which, within the limaits of my’ experience, has 
characterised the attitude of the French authorities towards our consulates at Beirowt 
‘and Aleppo. T continue to find General Weygand aud his subordinates very willing 
to entertain ane reasonable representations made to them in British interests. The 
greatest courtesy is always shown to ine personally, and any general opposition which 
may exist is decently voiled, In view of the present state of Anglo-French relations 
in Europa, it ix hardly possible to expect more than this in Syria. 

There in, however, no doubt that the general is not go easy in his mind aboot ws 
as he was, or appeared to be, immediately after his arrival. He is ecrtainly often 
misinformed, often iafluenced againat us, by less well-disposed persons in his staf. 

M. Giseaed and Liouteoant Gasser, inspire mo with 
ybwequious manner. 1 have doubts about 
M., de Reffye, tho socrstaire H It i 
be noted that tho first two of thos thre 
anon French people here. goneral himself 
dialiken entertaining he wingles little with p y,_ Unlike 
Conran, whore expanaive natore orented fre informal contact, 
ral Waygand in raroly to be met oxcapt in a formal atmonphore. He is thus, with 
grtet Biexperieube of the: Rast. deprived of that giocrsl aad ialormal wurso which 
might norvo to corrvct the invisible and prejudiced influence of hiv subordinates 

To not think that the general is worried about I e alficars in Syria. 
However bad may bo tho Frouch Intelligence Service in this country. the uneventful 
Tivos led by our consuls, their frionslly personal relations with French officials, the 
obvious dot out of politics, must cumulatively convines the French 
that one consuls, at any tate, are fairly ianocnous 

[ think that the general's ry is mainly dirwcted towards our mandated 
tortitories and the menace they tight constitate for Syri 

In my despatch No. 45 of the ‘ist May last from Aleppo 1 drew attention to the 
growing anxiety of the French regurding our Arabian policies in the last 
paragraph, I ventured to exprens the opinion that, in, the interest of, at any. rate, local 
Anglo-Fronch relations, it was desirable to reassure tho French that theve policies 
not directed against their position in Syria, think that y 

1 the cause of tho present Fruach suspicioumew. The vinit of King Feisal to 

n, tho announcement of King Hussein's forthcoming visit there, possibly 
imprudent uttoraacos of individuals in tho suites of the Shervefian rulera, would sul 
to Inspire tho Frewch with uneasinons, expecially after their experince of 101-20. 

Tarn prosuming that His Majenty'a Government desire that Br 
should do what they ean to inaintain friendly ‘ng 

ank could be facilitated by caution on the part 

jories travelling through Syrin. If there are many Anglophobes among F 
officials in Syria, T imagine, from my experience ng travellers, that Franco- 
phobia ix not entirely nnknown among Uritish officials in c Jated torritorios 
British mandatory official might easily daring a few days sojourn in Aleppo, Dam 
of Boirout undo all the efforts of a consul during several months to tranquillive the 

British consuls, by: experiance, know b 

ing doprociative about the French to uatives, but even to contradict utives wh 
they begin to speak evil of tho French. Consuls know that th avoid inti 
with numerous natives notorious for their Francophabia. Tt is posaile that passing 
officials from our mandated territories are not xo alivo to these considerations. They 
ity sometimes pay visits to well-known anti-Fronch notables, may let trop disparaging 
romarks about the French, may perhaps ouly listen sympathetically to native geumbling 
about the Freneh. Reports of their doings, and probably exazgerated reports, will be 
aiven to the French authorities, with the result that all the consul's labour will be 
wanted. I think thot our officials from mandated territories. if they wielt to ix at all 
with natives during their sojourns in Syria, would do well to consult Hin Majesty's 
consuls, who will be able to advise them competently ns to the people they can see 
withont harm and those they should avoid in the interest of political expediency. 

T would mention that T ree 
about other matters, to refer tot 


24th October last. conveyed to the general private explanations from Sir Herbert 
Samuel regarding the abortive meeting with Kamel Bey-el-Assad. Fnclosed is 3 copy 
of an aide-mémotre [ left with him about this matter. [told him of my vain endeavoura 
to trace Mr. “Brenne,” and assured him that the reports he had received about Major 
facCallam were quite unfounded. I pointed out that the anti-French petition 
maveved from Aleppo to the League of Nations vis Hails could easily have been taken 
ross the border by any native without help from us. I suggested finally that native 
agents sere interested in sowing discord between us. 

The general seeued pl and said that be was “Je moins inéfiant des hommes," 
but that he had to defend himself. He had no objection to British officials being auti- 
French if they kept inside their own borders. He was not so indifferent to them in 
Syria, for the natives were all intriguers and easily encouraged to make trouble. He 
was sure that the only object of the natives was to bring about the downfall of both 
French and Britiah by dividing us. He remarked that the anti-Freneh petition to th 
Leaguo of Nations lind first been published by'an English paper. [said that I had no 
Knowledge of this, but that a few days after cur October conversation [liad read in the 
papers that a reg been made by the League of Nations at the instance of the 
Peltish Government to the elles that petitions from mandated territories to the League 
must pass through tho mandatory Power. He said that he bad learnt this with much 
satinfaction 

The rest of our conversation was about other British affairs in regard to which 
tho getieral was as usual vory helpful. He thea spontanoonsly yave me a long 
explavation of tho measures bo wax dovixing to protect foreigners against native 
abuses after the abolition of the Capitulation». He als exprosed his regret. that 
Goneral Sir John Bursott-Stowart, with whow he had had intimate relations at 
Tausanne, bad been unable to accept hin invitation to come to. Beirovt Hix attitnde 
and ininger throughout our conversation appeared to be quite frank and cordial 

Tn conclusion. 1 would. iavita a reference to paragraph 15 of the Bagdad 
Tutelligeace Report No, 22 of the 18th ultimo, from which it would appear that there 
weax noine ground for the general's alarm about the summoning of a Fronch ahvikh 
(Mistial-al-Furis} Into Irak territory. No doubt the fact admit of quite watisfactory 
‘explanation and [trust that Sir Honry Dobbs will be able to adopt the xame procednre 
an Sir Herbert Samvel, and convey through we to the gonoral somo roassuring 
interpretation of the incident, 

Thave, de. 
WW. A. SMART, 


Enclosure in No, 125, 
Aide-mémoire—Rencontre projetée entre Sir Herbert Samuel et Kamel: Bey-el-Aanad 


nication porsonnelle, Sir Herbert Samnel a prié Mr. Smart 
1 Weygand les eircoustances de cette rencontre projetée, sur 
Iugvelle uno irmpreasion erronée senible avoir été regu 

‘Au moment dela dixcussion des arrangements de la visite & Metullah du Haut- 
Commissaire britannique en juin dernier, on avait suggérd & Sir Herbort qu'une 
rencontre avec Kamel Bey-cl-Asad pourrait @tre avantageuse, Giant doané que 

inci était le sheikh suprime des Motoualis, tribu capable de causor des ennuis, 
considerables et occupant trois ou quatro villages dans la rgion A passer sous 
V'Administration palestinienne, 

Suite a été donnée a cette suggrstion et des démarches furent faites pour obtenir 
Vassentiment des sutorités frangaives, Lo. 11 juin un télégratmme fur regu de 
Mr. Satow, anaongant qu'il v'y avait pax objection A la rencontre ot que les autor 
frangaises dtaient on train d'en arranger les détails. 

Tl fot ensuite convenn quo M. Trifon invitit Kamel Bey & rencontre Sir Herbert 

Linvitation fut expédiée A Kamel. Bey, qui s'est excusé par 
La rencontre n'a done jamais eu lieu. 
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Acting Consul-General Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received 
December 25) 

(No. 181,) 

My Lord Beirout, December 12, 1923 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith an extract from the Beirout paper 
the “" Réveil,” of the 28th ultimo, reporting an interesting debate Aleppo 
Representative Council regarding the unnatural Turco-Syrian frontier line, 

The Deputies are, of course, selected from the French, and their election is a 
matter of form, Presumably, therefore, the speeches in question were only made with 
the knowledge that they would not be disagreeable to the French. 

If the four Turks selected by the French and elected for Antioch were prese! 
at this sitting, they must have been rather bewildered, At a previous sitting t 
Arabs had objected to the use of the Turkish language by the Antioch Deputies, bat 
M. Reclus, the " délégué.adjoint,” ruled that, as Turkish was, by the Angora Treaty 
‘one of the official Ianguages of the Alexandretta Sanjak, no objection could be raise 
to its use by Deputies from that region in the Aleppo Parliament, subject to the 
proviso that all the official records, &o., of the Assembly shoald be kept in Arabic 

The elections in the Alexandretta Sanjak appear to bave been made rather 
incoherently. An Alawite Deputy was imposed on Alexandretta, and this was 
pethaps rational, for an Alawite was more likely to be pro:French than a Muslim 
fine iu the Antioch Kaza there was apparently a conflict of opinion between Fretich 
authoritios. The election of Arabs was regarded by some as absolutely necessary 
view of Turkish pretensions in those regions, Others thought that it might be a 
good thing to elect Turks as a counterpoise to possible pan-Arabian aspirations of 
tn Awwmbly too overwhelmingly Arab. Apparently the latter party prevai 
Subhi Bey, President of the Syrian Federation and of the Aleppo Representative 
Conncil, as well as a native of Antioch, was enraged by the election of these four 


Turkish Deput resenting local elements hostile to him. As a result of his 
rench have apparently agreed to reverse their electoral policy 
‘h Fogion, cancel the elections of the four Turks, and have Arabs elected 


hve isthe account given toe by ruiable informants, bat Mr, Vaughan 
Russell is in a better position to appreciate the correctness of these reports 
; “ “ Thavo, & 
W. A. SMART. 


Enclosure in No. 126 


Kaxtract from the“ Réeeit” (Beirout) of November 28, 1923. 


Us oranp Dinar Av Coxser nevnésenratiy og W/Etar D'ALEE, 
AU cours de In dixitme séance tenue par le Conseil représentatif de I'Rtat 
d’Alep, une motion de la plus haute importance a été déposée par El Sayed Rabih-cl- 
Menkuei. Parlant des troubles provoqués dans le nord de la Syrie par les bandits 
plions, qui infestent perpétucllement la frontidre turco-syrienne, I'éminent 
Député s'est éorié que it plus tolérable “Tl fant enfin y mettre 
un terme! Nous ne retrouverons jarnais la paix et la sécurité, tant que nos frontiéres 
demicureront délimitées telles qu’elles le sont actucllement. Je propose done au 
Convil d’émettre le voru, qu'avec aide de la Puissance mandataire, \'inqualifiable 
‘Accord d'Angorn soit aniulé, et que nous soient restitnces nos frontibres naturelles 
Ta nation syriesne tont entidre est préte A défendre par tous les moyens, cette cause 
saerée ! 
Tin membre de T'Assemblée, furieusement rabroué par Vunanimité du Conseil 
hasarde cette objection absurde: “ Avec tout le respect que je dois aux sentiments 
triotiques de mon collégue El Sayed Rabib-el-Menkarr, dit le sieur Jenadry, je 
ferais sitmplement remarquer qu'un tel débat est tune pure perte de temps; car il n'est 
pas de Ia compstonce de ce Conseil de mettre en discussion de pareilles questi 
Vassurorais @ mon honorable collégue qu’au cas ot cette Assemblée approuverait et 
Yoterait sa motion, pour la transmettre ensuite au Général Haut-Commissaire, le 
Général Weygand trouverait étrange notre initiative. Le Traité d’Angora est, en 


effet, un pacte ratifié par PAssemblée nationale d’Angora, par la Chambre des 
Députés de France et déja mis en vigueur. Dans ces conditions, ln France voudrait- 
elle y apporter quelques modifications, qu'elle ne le pourrait nullement.” 

Et Sayed Rabih-el-Menkari de rétorquer : "Je remercie vivement mon aimablo 
collégue pour les sentiments trés touchants qu’il manifeste A mon endroit. J’aurais 
aimé le voir louer en Ini-méme ce qu'il veut bien louer chez les autres, Mais il m’est 
pénible de constater qu'il comprend, bien souvent, trés mal mes paroles. Il m’est 
encore plus pénible de l'entendre parler de Vinconnu et prédire l'avenir avec un tel 
aplomb Exactement comme si. Vime di Général Weygand, par un sorprenant 
phénoméne de métempsycose, avait passé en Ini pour Véelairer sur les pensées secrdtes 
du Haut-Commissaire  (Rires.) 

“Quant A sa prétention suivant laquelle le Parlement frangais aurait ratifi¢ 

Acoord d’Angora, elle constitue une véritable provocation ; une atteinte & la dignité 
des Chambres francaises. La France et tous les Alliés ne cossent en effet de réptter, 

“at Ventendre, que cet accord a un caractére essentiellement provisoire, 

‘atre colligue doit certainement se faire ane idéo assez confuse de In puissance 
et de la grandeur de cette France, qui n'a jamais méconnn 4 un peuple un droit aussi 
Saeré que salul quo nous revendiquone.” (A pplandiesbuence) 

‘San Excellence Soubhi Bey Bérékat, Président. du. Conseil, intervient Aco 
moment: "Li faite par notre collague El Sayed-el-Menkari est de la plus 
haute importance pour nous tous, Elle exprime les sentiments du pays tout exitior 
concernant une question vitale, Nons ne réclamons de Ja France que son aide pour 
obtonir Ia recounaissance de T'an de nos droits qui est aujourd hui violé, 

* Les régions de Killis, d’Atntab et tout le territoire qui s'étend jusqu'au Taurus 
‘est une terre syrinane, habitée par des Syriens. On ne pout nullement prendre en 
considération Te fait que Vélénent ture y a la prépondérance ou que ces popnlations 
parlent la langue de lenvahisseur. Ce sont des remarques sans importance aucune, 
‘Ainsi moi-méme, je suis un Syrien Khalidy; les circonstances ont voulu que, par Ie 
pase, Télémment, fa ealture turgue, aient jot dane tn région ob je-sule né'd'une 
prépondérance évidente. Cela ne m'empiche pas de demeurer toujours purement 
syrien 1" 

“La discussion s‘arréte A ce moment, Tl est décidé-que Ta motion dE Sayed-<l- 
Menkari sera transmise h la commission compétente, qui fournira au Conseil son 
opinion sur la question 


(E 12169/12169/89) No. 127, 


Acting Consul-Generat Smart to the Marquess Curzon of Kedteston—(Received 
December 28.) 

{No. 1 
iy Lord, Feirout, December 13, 1923. 
T HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I h 
addroaned to the Department of Overseas Trade ragarding rade movements in Syria 

Thave, &e 

W. A. SMART. 


inclosure in No, 127, 


Acting Consul-General Smart to the Department of Overseas Trade, 


Beirout, December 13, 1993, 

L HAVE the honour to report that, according to information continually reaching 
awe from various sources, the port of Alexandrotta and the town of Aleppo are showing 
signs of an unexpected trade revival. 

General Weygand told me some time ago that, since the re-establishment of 
railway communication between Alerandretta, ‘Toprak-Kaleh and the Euphrates, « 
considerable movement of cereals was taking place from Birejik to Alexandrotta for 
reshipment by sea to Smyroa and Constanunople, This information has  b 
confirmed to me from other sources. The monthly tonnage of merchandise handled 
by the port of Alexaudretta is said to have been trebled since the reestablishment of 
its railway communication with the interior, ‘The Turks appear to be unable to direct 
this movement to Mersina. ‘The port of Mersina is of course indifferent, but a more 
important factor in favour of Alexandretta is apparently the lack of any adeqnato 
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commercial “ox ion ndle trade on any large scale. “I'he. litge. 
cottan export + from Cilicia (timated at sbout 70,000 bales appear, 
EME possibilities of Mersi smmercial machinery. 

It is said “that th are b ome” down from Southern Anatolia to 
Alepp ° ake the and that Aleppo merchants are 
even granting: them oredit. “A¥6in, it would appear that the existence of .a long- 

ablished and efficient commeretal orgauisation at-Aleppo is telling against the 
adv unnatural fre toms barriers 

These der soja i mentary and ephemeral, but they are 
ginteresting and s ppo for AMjgyries has managed to hold its own as 
“the,greatest inland mart of the Levant, and it sci to be making « struggle agains 
the'odds facing it to-day. Alexandretta’s pi ty 1S tay, able degree linked 
up with that of Aleppc » present revival of this gretgatural port is intere 
from both the purely Turkisland purely Syrian points of view.’ It was gener: 
that the Turks 0 recover Alexandretta and Aleppo, wi n be oth by the 
development of Mer creation of an imy it port at They 
have perhaps overlooked artant factor of enccess in such a deflgotion of tind, 
namely, the existence o} ominercial “Nrwohigery, ‘The Turk himself is. 
commercially incompetent driven out Ohm Ghristian clemonis, wh 
could have hi him. He ha jatroduction of foreign elements by 
his xenophobe policy. He very inadequate devices, He may 

paps find himself compe 0 hia gld Syrian distributing centres. 

rom the purely Syrian point of view, Beirout is deeply intgrested in the present 
development of Alexanc ta and of the on the Bagdad f ne here « ady 
exists considerable rivalry between the D.HLP., whoso freight charges Rorthwards are 
very hea ind the Compagnie des Chemins de Fer ilici ie du Nord (the old 
Bagdad lines east and south-east of Konia). Tho freight charges on thee latter lines 
are more mc M. Mar , the director of the D.ALP., who appe be on bad 
terms with Commandant Folliet, director of t Jilicie-Syrie du Nora, «splains that 
the rates on the northern syste are uneconomical and will have to he raised 
wever that may be, it seems that, at last, the D.H.P., which remained deaf to the 
ant appeals of the public, will have now to yield to the necessity ¢ d by 
ompotition of the northern French company and lower its rates between tho 
at Lebanon ports and Aleppo. Otherwise Alexandretta will gradually deprive 
the G non of all its Aleppo import trade. - The proposed broad-gauge railway 
from ripoli represents an effort on the part of Boirout to preserve its 
northern inland trade. Beirout is altogether rather uneasy, Its acquired position as 
the chief port of Syria is physically artificial. European pioneers in the past no doubt 
fonnd it easier to establish trade relations with the Christian town of Beirout than with 
other coast towns of pr antly Muss populations, ‘The dovelopment of 
ilway communications between Haifa and Damascus and between Alexandretta and 
Aleppo, the passing of Syrin anc tine under European mandatory control, 
modified the situation to the di of Beirout. The natural port of Damas 
is Haifa, and that of Aleppo is Alexandretta With normal development Beirout would 
be in serious danger of extinction. The uncertainty about Alexandretta, owing to its 
proximity to the Turkish frontier, is a factor in Beirout's favour. France will no 
doubt do its. utmost to prevent the Damascus trade being taken away from Beirout by 
Haifa. ‘The long-established position of Beirout lation of skilled Christian 
traders will also contribute to preserve its long commercial predominance. It is 
therefore premuture to ept without reserve the views of pessimists here, who 
foresee the decline of Beiront through the competition of Haifa and Alexandretta, 
These astute Phasnician middlemen ure perhaps not so easily ousted from the field. 

It may be mentioned that Alexandretta complains of unfair treatment owing to 
Beirout induence with the French High Commissioner. A deputation of Alexandretta 
merchants has recently arrived here to lay its grievances before General Weygand, 
chiefly in connection with the inadequate port facilities at Alexandretta. 

Thave, &e. 
W. A. SMART 








